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Arlington 
Church of Christ 

Our Mission: Connecting 
People to Jesus and  

One Another 

 

Elders  
Mark Brackney Ph:   622-0376 
Leland Price Ph:   925-4424 
Danny Rider Ph:   705-9713 
Wayne Shannon  Ph:   742-0517 
Gregg Summers Ph:   223-4515 
 
Deacons  
Jason McDougal -YPYF/Vacation Bible School 
Bud Norris - Worship Participants 
Keith Tatum - Education/Picture Board/ 

Family Camp 
Ronnie Weldon - Attendance/Building/ 

Communion Preparations 
 
Minister:   Mark Brackney    Ph:   523-1764 
Associate Minister: Tommy Drinnen 
 
Secretaries:    Becky Johnson  

Jennifer Tatum 
 
Missionaries:  Tom & Angie Langley - WEI 

Mark’s Minutes Overcoming Temptation 
     If you are like most people, the New Year’s resolutions you made have come and gone.  
Why do we have such a hard time keeping resolutions?  The simple answer is that we give in 
to temptation. Where does temptation come from?  We can go all the way back to the scene in 
the Garden of Eden, when the deceiver tempted Eve and Adam to eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.  The devil and his host of angels use temptation over and again 
to destroy our relationship with God.   
     Everyone is a target for temptation, especially the body of Christ.  For evidence of this, all 
we have to do is look at the church at Corinth, a church that was full of people who struggled 
with sin.  Paul’s words for them are words for us as well. Take a moment and read I 
Corinthians 10:12-14. 
     Corinth was a city known for its immorality in the first-century.  The church was obviously 
made up of people who grew up in that indulgent culture.  In order to follow Jesus, they were 
going to have to walk away from habits that were not consistent of living in God’s kingdom.  It 
is hard to change, but possible.  Paul said that no temptation has seized you that is not 
common to others.  This is Paul’s way of saying that whatever you are going through right 
now, remember that you are not alone.  Others have gone through the same thing as you. 
This is something we often forget.  We feel like we are all alone in our temptation.  But Paul 
reminds us that temptation is one of the oldest tricks in the book.  In fact, the Bible is full of 
men and women struggling with temptation.   
     Thankfully, Jesus knows what we go through in our times of temptation, for he was 
tempted as well: “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did 
not sin” (Hebrews 4:15).  This verse is amazing.  This verse means that our savior felt every 
urge we have ever felt but did not give in.  This verse shows us that temptation is not sin.  
Don’t think that just because you are being tempted something is wrong with you.  That is 
called being human.  The sin comes when we yield to temptation. 
     Imagine for a moment that you are walking down the road.  Temptation is like a fork in that 
road.  You have two choices.  We can walk away and not yield to the temptation, or we can 
indulge and partake.  I always thought that the older you got, the less temptation you would 
have to go through.  That has not been my observation.  In fact, in some ways the temptation 
is more difficult.  The good news is that Jesus is with us every step of the way.  We have been 
given the Spirit of God to help us and point out which direction to take.   
     Back to Paul’s words: “But God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond 
what you are able” (I Cor. 10:13).  When you hear someone say, “It was more temptation than 
I was able to take,” that is not true. If we choose to give in, that is our choice. Paul continues: 
“He [God] will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it” (I Cor. 10:13).  
God will make a way for you.  Rely on the presence of the Holy Spirit.  Keep in the Word of 
God and quote Scripture when the attacks come like Jesus did during his temptations in the 
wilderness.  God will give you everything you need to stand.    Mark 
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Family Matters Family News 

 

Join us for our 
Sunday night and Wednesday night Bible 
studies via Zoom.  See one of the elders 
for details. 
              ---------------------------------- 
 

 

The elders have been praying and 
discussing what we need to do in light of the 
growing number of Covid cases not only in 
our community, but now in our church 
family.  We have decided through January to 
go to a live-stream worship format only.  We 
believe this is the responsible thing to do as 
much as we want to be personally together. 
We will have a small group at the building at 
10:30 a.m. to help aid with the live-
stream.  This will also allow any visitors or 
members who don't get the word to be able 
to join in on worship in a small group setting 
at the building. The Lord willing, Sunday, 
Feb. 7, we will be back together.  Let's keep 
praying and encouraging each other through 
calls, emails, cards, and social media 
posts.  If you need help with learning how to 
join our live-stream, please let me 
know.  You have two options: you can watch 
at our Arlington Friends Face Book page or 
on YouTube.  Once you go to YouTube, 
search for Arlington Church of Christ and hit 
the subscribe button.  It is super easy and 
anyone (your friends and family) can 
watch.  The Arlington Face Book page is a 
closed group so the easiest way for people 
to watch is by going to YouTube. 

If you desire a copy of your 
financial donations for tax 
purposes, please let Ada 

Shannon know 865-742-0507 
adashannon@hotmail.com 

Happy Birthday!! 
   Jan   10 Tim Borg 
   Jan   10 Chris Collins 
   Jan   11 Frank Combs 
   Jan   12 Ashley Gillispie 
   Jan   13 Marge Percell 
   Jan   15 Bella Snowden 
   Jan   17 John Burka 
   Jan   17 David Giles 
 

 

     ADDRESS UPDATES… 
Bill Pruett 

Morning Pointe Assisted Living 
9649 Westland Dr. #221 

Knoxville, TN 37922 
 

Doris Hightower 
7109 Regency Road 
Knoxville, TN 37931 

 

Peggy Mehlhorn 
Brookdale Senior Living, Apt. 123 

2400 Crystal Cove Lane 
Destin, FL  32550 

Arlington Family: 
David and Laura Price gave birth to Lily Rose  
   Wednesday, December 23rd 
Glenda Thompson has tests scheduled for  
   January 18 
Our sympathy is extended to Bernice Borg as  
   her mother recently passed.  Please keep  
   the Borg’s in your prayers. 
Keith and Jennifer Tatum continue to  
   recover from COVID-19 at home.   
Bill Elliott is recovering from COVID-19 
John & Laura Burka 
Rick Case 
Ben Cavin 
Tina Childress 
Joe Croteau 
Danny & Deborah Davis 
Tom Drinnen  
Laurie Duncan  
Mark & Sammie French 
John Hoff 
Becky Johnson 
Bill Langley 
Heather Percell 
Marge Percell 
Danny Rider 
Terri Trent 
Shirley Waggoner 
Missionaries: 
Tom & Angie Langley 
Shut Ins: 
Rosaline Davis             Katheryn Norman 
Lynda Elliott             Dan Trent 
Doris Hightower             
 

Friends and Family: 
Former member, Faye Sasser, is in the  
   hospital in Nashville with a heart issue 
Cathy Gilliams’ sister, Teresa Sparks, has  
   pneumonia 
Ada Shannon's sister, Shorty, has COVID  
   pneumonia. Her husband, Poke, is  
   recovering but still is fatigued and  
   coughing.  Ada's sister-in-law, Nancy, who  
   lives in KY, is still home and struggling to get  
   her health back from COVID. And Ada’s  
   brother-in-law, Bob Palte, has covid  
Former member, Fallon Powell, is in Fort  
   Sanders Hospital with a bladder infection. 
Former member, Claudia Wilson, passed away  
   in October 
Caroline Stanton-Hill’s sister, Stella Cypers, is  
   having major stomach issues.   
Sue Childers is continuing to have ongoing  
   health problems 
Tracy Case is battling diabetic retinopathy.   
Stan Johnson’s sister, Deb Colones, is now on  
   hospice.  Please pray for Deb, Her husband,  
   Rob, and their family 

MANY THANKS!... 
I want to thank my church family for the many 
prayers said on my behalf during my mother’s 
illness.  Burdens are so much easier to bear 
when shared by those who love you.  God 
demonstrated His love through you!  Thanks 
for the wind chime.  It is hanging in my 
kitchen window to constantly remind me that 
God cares and you care.  You are truly one of 
my greatest blessings.  God bless each of you.  

Bernice Borg 
David and Laura Price want to thank everyone 
for the delicious meals after the birth of 
Lily.  Both Lily and Laura are doing good. 

 


