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“Leading people to 

Christ, Learning to be 

like Christ,  

Loving like Christ.” 

F U MC Off ic e  Hou r s:    
9: 00 a. m. -  5 :00  p. m.   

M ond a y - F ri da y  

 

Bridges: Loving Others Isn’t Easy 

This series examines the relationships we 

have with the people in all of our areas of 

life. Everyone desires to have better and 

stronger relationships, but it takes work. 

Bridges are designed to take us from one 

side to another - across a great chasm 

between here and there. Constructing 

bridges is an important and time con-

suming task, but one that pays great   

rewards. We get to use great force to reach previously unreachable destinations. 

Sometimes bridges break or get damaged and we must work even harder to get 

them working again.  
 

October 3 - Bridges to Nowhere: Matthew 19:16-30 

Every relationship takes us in a direction in life. Some relationships take us to great 

destinations; others lead us places we don’t want to or need to go. The question is, 

where are your relationships taking you? Here, we will give some biblical insight into 

choosing the right kinds of relationships. And we discover what it takes to have the 

kind of relationships that avoid the bridge to nowhere. 

 

October 10 - Falling Down: Romans 13:8-14 

All bridges have some similar characteristics. They each have certain aspects that al-

low them to function properly. When those features fail, however, the bridge can easi-

ly fall. There are parallels between the characteristics of bridges with those in our re-

lational world. And as we discover the path and purpose God has for our relation-

ships, we discover what it takes to keep our relational bridges from falling down. The 

Perfect Triangle - God - you - other. 

 

 

All services will be held in-person & live streamed! 

Join us for 8:30 AM Modern Worship in the Christian Life Center or 

11:00 AM Traditional Service in the Sanctuary  

 

Services can be viewed online at:  

https://www.facebook.com/FUMCCovington/live/ 

https://www.youtube.com/CovingtonFUMC  

11 AM Radio Broadcast at WKBL 1250 am 

 

https://www.facebook.com/FUMCCovington/live/
https://www.youtube.com/CovingtonFUMC


2 

Dear Church Family, 

Well, having finished my first year at Covington FUMC this past August 1, I realize that COVID-19 has 

truly impacted our community in various ways. For one, we mourn the loss of several of our church 

members and community. Some of my first interactions with families were in response to the death of 

a loved one due to COVID. We continue to miss those we lost while celebrating and honoring their 

lives. May God grant us His peace that passes all understanding.  
 

I had hoped that by now we would be on our way out of this pandemic and resuming our normal lives 

together. I thought we were close to this point as summer was ending, but now we find our selves still 

dealing with restrictions, fears and uncertainty.  
 

What's more, there are many of you I have yet to meet. There are also many of you I have only had the 

privilege of getting to speak with a few times on Sunday mornings. I would love to get to know you all 

better. Those who I have yet to meet as well as those who I have met. If you are interested in having a 

time to visit with me, please let me know. I look forward to getting to know my church family better. I 

would love the opportunity to visit with you at your home, but would also be available to meet with 

you here at the church. Please give me a call at the church or send me an email. My cell number is 

901.355.5641. I also wanted to let you know that Samantha and I are planning an open house at 

Christmas time. We'll keep you posted as time gets closer.  
 

Michael 
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Founded locally in 1886, the United Methodist Women have been busy actively living their purpose. 

 

"United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand 

concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church."  

 

What we do globally: 

•We equip women and girls around the world to be leaders in communities, agencies, workplaces, governments 

and churches.   

•We are organized for growth, with flexible structures leading to effective witness and action.  

•We provide educational experiences that lead to personal change in order to transform the world.  

•We work for justice through compassionate service and advocacy to change unfair policies and systems.  

•We provide opportunities and resources to grow spiritually, become more deeply rooted in Christ and put faith 

into action . 

•800,000 members work for justice and support mission in a creative, inspirational and supportive fellowship. 

•National Mission Institutions and local member outreach improve communities in every state.  

•Scholarships, regional missionaries, Ubuntu Journeys and project funding are just some ways United Methodist 

Women make a difference.  

Locally: 

Our local chapter meets monthly to enjoy a simple meal, share a devotion, discuss community ministries, and 

explore topics relative to our spiritual growth.  Periodically the group gathers to complete community outreach 

projects, including assembling UMCOR Flood Buckets and Health Kits.  United Methodist Women financially 

support both local and district missions such as the FUMC Methodist-Presbyterian Nursery School, Hannah’s 

Hope, Lakeshore Adult Developmental Camp, Red Bird Mission, the Samaritan Fund, the Boys and Girls Club, 

Tipton County Commission on Aging and many more. 

Funding comes from the annual pledges of the chapter’s members and fundraising events.  Christmas Ornament 

Sales, Bake sales and the highly anticipated Salad Tasting Luncheon, are just a few of ladies past fundraising 

endeavors. This year the ladies will be hosting a BAKELESS Bake Sale, where monies that would have been used 

to purchase a calorie loaded sweet, may be donated to the UMW to help support their ministries.   

 

Donations may be made online, dropped off to the church office or dropped in the Offering box, with ‘UMW 

Donation’ written on the memo line. Your support is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

Ladies, Please join us in Fellowship Hall October 18th   

at Noon for the next UMW meeting! 

We are women with a Purpose! 
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COVID-19 Update  

 

COVID has not gone away like we had hoped it would. 

We have been paying close attention to the information and data regarding this latest 

wave of COVID cases. Our local high school has sent a record number of students home to 

quarantine. With the numbers increasing over the past month, especially among our    

children and students, we feel it best that we take some steps to ensure the safety of all of 

our community. In order to continue the priority of our corporate worship time together, 

we feel we need to take the following steps. Please know that these are temporary       

guidelines. We will operate under these guidelines week to week as we monitor 

the situation for our community. We realize that this is not ideal, but we must take     

whatever precautions we can to protect our children at this time.  

 

1. Sunday Mornings - We will continue our current Sunday morning schedule 

while staying in our current socially distanced settings. We strongly encourage people to 

wear masks (at least until you are able to be at your seats). Please self-check your       

symptoms prior to coming and please stay home if exhibiting symptoms (fever, cough, 

aches, nausea). 

2. For Nursery - Our workers will wear masks, and we will check temperature of children 

at the door. Parents, please wear masks as you are dropping off your children. 

3. We will be suspending our normally scheduled Wednesday Night programming for all 

ages until future notice.  

4. Pastor's Bible Study - Zoom Hybrid format - a separate email will be shared with the 

zoom information available.  

5. Church Meetings - Zoom Hybrid format. 

 

Please feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions. I realize these are difficult 

times with so much conflicting information and opinions. But as Christ followers, we have 

a calling to simply be at our best and do what we can to continue meeting together while 

caring for our neighbor. We will be monitoring the situation carefully and be making      

adjustments as needed. I ask for your prayers, your patience, and your continued        

faithfulness. Thank you for loving your community as you have been. Please continue to 

pray for those among us who are currently diagnosed with COVID. God will get us 

through this.  

- Michael Pence  

mailto:mpence@covingtonfumc.com
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 October 2    Haley Henderson 

                      Matthew Higgins 

October 3    Keith Elzie 

                      Gena Maury 

October 4    Jasmynne Knoll 

                      Gordon Stone 

October 5    Jena Hackett 

         Alexander Mitchell 

           Jennifer Winberry 

         Jones Allen Wooten 

October 6 Jack Edwards 

                      Turner Shrum 

October 7 Emma Grace Pence 

October 8 Shannon Beasley 

       Trace Griffin 

October 9    Murphy Jones 

October 10 Brenda Elzie 

October 11 Molly Kate Phelps 

October 12 Philip Sigler 

October 13 Norma Beasley 

October 16 Camille Burlison 

          Candace Cook 

October 17 Gil Erwin 

                      Preston Wright  

October 19 Chris Gangaware 

October 20 Emily Sigler 

October 21 Leah Gangaware 

October 22 Lori Knoll 

October 23 Jeffrey Bryant 

                    Rhett Olesen 

                      Jimmy Richardson 

October 24 Shirley Hensley 

                      Mel Walton 

October 25 Michael Turner 

October 27 Blair Brasfield 

                      Graeson Carter 

                      CH Sullivan 

October 30 Dale Byrd 

                      Molly Flanagan 

October 31 Susan Sampson  

Physical Concerns 

Lydia Anderson 
Lynne Fisher 
Shirley Hensley 
Lyla Koslow 
Dennis Fayne 
Hattie Shell 
Isabella Lockhart 
Kelly Mayfield 
Amy Shrum 
Kendy Erwin 
Cathryne Howard 
Please pray for all people dealing with Covid 
 

Undergoing Treatment for Cancer 
Nancy Bilderback 
Christy Crihfield 
Stephen Smith 
Liz Turner 
Marvin Johnson 
Lauren Witwer 
 

Bereavement 
Family of Charles Gray, brother of Doris Ann Gray 
Family of Roger Mitchell, brother in law of Shirley Bready 

*Please continue to pray for families that are grieving.   
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Event Calendar 
 

Thursday, September 30: 

    7:00 AM: Men’s Prayer Breakfast - Fellowship Hall 

    10:00 AM: Pickleball *- CLC 

    6:00 PM: Worship Band Practice 

Saturday, October 2:  

    9:00 AM: Bread of Life Food Pantry, Covington  

Sunday, October 3: 

    8:30 AM: Modern Worship - CLC 

    9:45 AM: Sunday School 

    11:00 AM: Traditional Worship 

Monday, October 4:  

    10:00 AM: Pickleball *- CLC 

Tuesday, October 5:  

    10:00 AM: Line Dancing *- CLC 

Wednesday, October 6:  

    10:00 AM: Line Dancing *- CLC 

                        Adult Bible Study - New Beginnings 

Thursday, October 7:  

    7:00 AM: Men’s Prayer Breakfast - Fellowship Hall 

    10:00 AM: Pickleball *- CLC 

    6:00 PM: Worship Band Practice  

Saturday, October 9:  

    9:00 AM: Bread of Life Food Pantry, Munford 

Sunday, October 10:  

    8:30 AM: Modern Worship - CLC 

    9:45 AM: Sunday School 

    11:00 AM: Traditional Worship 

Monday, October 11:  

    10:00 AM: Pickle Ball * - CLC 

Tuesday, October 12:  

    10:00 AM: Line Dancing* - CLC 

Wednesday, October 13:  

    10:00 AM: Line Dancing *- CLC 

                        Adult Bible Study - New Beginnings 

Thursday, October 14: 

    7:00 AM: Men’s Prayer Breakfast - Fellowship Hall 

    10:00 AM: Pickleball *- CLC 

    6:00 PM: Worship Band Practice  

 

 

 * New Faces ALWAYS Welcomed! 
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GIVING, ONLINE VIEWING & ATTENDANCE 

NA  

81 

41 

 

196 

188 

11 

NA 

 

$10,610 

 September 19, 2021 

 

 In Person 8:30 service: 

 In Person 11:00 service: 

 Sunday School:  

 

 Facebook Views 8:30 service: 

 Facebook Views 11:00 service: 

 YouTube Views 8:30 service: 

 YouTube Views 11:00 service: 

  

 Offering 

 September 26, 2021 

 

 In Person 8:30 service: 

 In Person 11:00 service: 

 Sunday School:  

 

 Facebook Views 8:30 service: 

 Facebook Views 11:00 service: 

 YouTube Views 8:30 service: 

 YouTube Views 11:00 service:  

 

 Offering 

 

52 

72 

63 

   

143 

238 

4 

6 

 

$7,189 

Tributes & Memorials  

In Memory of Ann Carolyn Atkins 

     Christian Counseling Fund by Landon and      

  Norma Beasley 

In Honor of Covington First UMC Staff 

     Christian Counseling Fund by Ray and Janice   

  Newbill 

In Memory of Lena Dotson 

     Christian Counseling Fund by Landon and      

  Norma Beasley 

In Memory of Mary Gene Matheny 

     Education Building Renovation by Earl     

  and Faye Beckett 

     Education Building Renovation by Joey     

  and Ann Caldwell 

     Education Building Renovation by Leonard   

  and Brenda Moss 

     Food Pantry Fund by Ray and Janice Newbill 

     Christian Counseling Fund by Stephen and Kaye  

  Smith 

      

In Memory of Vickie Powell 

     Christian Counseling Fund by Landon and Norma 

  Beasley 

In Memory of Randall Robbins 

     Christian Counseling Fund by Landon and Norma 

  Beasley 
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WORSHIP TIMES 

Modern Worship 
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
Christian Life Center 

 

Traditional Worship 
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

First United Methodist Church 
 

145 W. Church Avenue 
Covington, TN  38019 

 

Phone: 901-476-9694 
Fax: 901-476-5352 

 

E-mail:covingtonfumc@covingtonfumc.com 

 

Website:www.covingtonfumc.com 

 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCCovington 

 

Twitter: 
twitter.com/FUMCCovington  

 

Bread of Life Food Pantry will 
continue to be a mobile, drive-
thru pantry distribution at both 
our Covington and Munford   
locations for the month of     
October. Thank you for         
continuing to serve this        
ministry with a loving heart.  


