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Simply Great - 2024 Stewardship Emphasis 

Each year, the church goes through the process of creating a budget for the next year of ministry. 

This requires our finance team to create ministry budgets as well as our operational budgets. 

While our staff is great at creating amazing ministry opportunities while staying within our 

budget, we already know that we will absorb some increased expenses in the 2024 budget 

(adding the nursery school and increased insurance premiums). This does not include the capi-

tal expenses we have been addressing regarding the renovation of the Education Building. Your 

financial pledge to the yearly budget is critical to the success of our efforts to meet the needs of 

our community and our church members.  

So, as we look to being good stewards of our resources, this stewardship season we will be ad-

dressing more than the financial part of what God desires from us. We must also consider how 

we have been growing as His disciples. If we are going to be used by God for building His King-

dom in our community, we must be growing as faithful disciples. Yes, our financial giving is im-

portant, but so is our spiritual giving. How are we giving our hearts to glorify God? How are we 

growing as disciples?  

Simply Great will be our theme for this year's stewardship season.  

Big Idea of the Series:  

In many settings, “good enough” really is good enough. However, when we consider our calling 

as followers of Jesus, we cannot settle for being “good enough” followers. We must strive for be-

ing great in our faith lives. We must strive to be a great church, filled with great disciples, who 

learn to be great givers. 

 
November 26, 2023 

Text: Luke 21: 1-4  

Topic:  Sacrificial Giving 

 

Big Idea of the Message: The size of the gift can be important, but the heart of the giver is the 

most important part of the gift. In this story, the widow’s gift is such an important part of who 

she is. To become disciples who give great to God, the offerings we present to him must repre-

sent our hearts. 
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December Communion Offering 
 

The communion offering for Sunday, December 3rd 

will benefit March to the Manger.  The designation for 

this offering is to be determined. 

A BIG Thank You to all who came to help unload 

the food pantry truck, Tuesday, November 21st at 

Covington First UMC and Munford UMC.  There 

were many amazing helpers on hand and with  

everyone pitching in to get the job done it made  

getting the food into the pantries as well as stacked 

and organized so easy and was such a blessing!   

 

Enough food was unloaded to pack 400 bags that 

will be given out over the next 4 Saturday’s to  

provide families Christmas dinner.  So proud and 

thankful for all of our volunteers that support the 

ministries of the church.  God bless you all! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

November 23 Cathy Adams 

      Lydia Anderson  

November 24  Melanie Enzor 

                          Mary Campbell Pence 

       Charlotte Quinley 

November 25  Trent Thornton 

November 26  Norma Kugler 

November 27 Tim Wallace 

November 29  Emma Joyner 

                          Nancy Simpson        

November 30 Dee Anna Aday 

                

 December 1 Bettye Shelley 

 December 2 McKenzie Howard 

          Kyle Pugh 

          Peggy Watson 

 December 3 Oney Naifeh 

 December 4 Sheri Burdette  

                              Cole Todd 

 December 5 Dana Naifeh 

 December 7 Finn Erwin  

 December 8 Patricia Anderson 

      Harrison Brasfield 

 December 10 Cheri Jones 

 December 12 Faye Hughes 

       Caroline Payne 

      Leigh Smith  

 December 13 Peter Bierman 

      Ellen Clark 

      Landon Moss 

                              Elaine Shelby 

      Kaye Smith  
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The youth group had a great weekend, November 

10th-12th at the Lakeshore Fall Retreat! Our focus 

was on our identities, how we can all find our 

identity in Christ because we are loved and chosen 

by God.  
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The week prior to Thanksgiving was full of food, fellowship, fun, service, celebration and worship! 

Approximately 150 church family members and their guests enjoyed delicious food and one of a kind 

entertainment at our annual Church wide Thanksgiving Dinner. The children, along with some help 

from the youth, entertained with the turkey hokey pokey followed by some “church ladies” that tried to 

“teach” us how to make a three ingredient cake. It was a fantastic evening! Thanks to Rev. Michael 

Pence for single handedly roasting the eight turkeys! And thank you to EVERYONE that helped to set 

up, serve, and clean up, it was a great team effort. 

That Friday students from Tipton Rosemark Academy loaded down the Food Pantry truck with dry 

goods for the Food Pantry. They spent almost two hours unloading and hauling in their most generous 

donation. This has become an annual event for the school, with each grade level participating. Thank 

you TRA for your servant heart and your generosity. 

Sunday, the community was invited to gather at Covington FUMC for an evening of Thanksgiving 

Worship. Singers from Canaan Missionary Baptist Church, Great Expectations Ministries C.O.G.I.C, 

First Baptist Church, and Covington FUMC, joined voices together for an evening of praise and wor-

ship.  This is an event many of our local choirs look forward to every year. 

 “I will give to the Lord the thanks due to His righteousness, and I will sing praise to the name of the 

Lord, the Most High.” Psalms 7:17 
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TRIBUTES & MEMORIALS 
 

In Memory of James Chapman 

     Education Building Renovation Fund by Gary and Julie Chandler 

     Education Building Renovation Fund by Marsha Greenwood 

     Education Building Renovation Fund by W.C. and Eleanor Whitesides 

In Memory of Chris Anna Joy 

     Education Building Renovation Fund by Gary and Julie Chandler 

In Memory of Peggy Portis 

     Education Building Renovation Fund by Marsha Greenwood  

 

GIVING & ATTENDANCE  

88 

102 

55 

139 

 

197 

326 

 

$3,295.00 

 November 19, 2023 

 

 In Person 8:30 service: 

 In Person 11:00 service: 

 Sunday School:  

    Thanksgiving Worship Service: 
 

      

     Facebook Views 8:30 service: 

 Facebook Views 11:00 service: 

 

 Offering: 

 November 12, 2023 

 In Person 8:30 service: 

 In Person 11:00 service: 

 Sunday School:  

      

     Facebook Views 8:30 service: 

 Facebook Views 11:00 service: 

 

 Offering: 

114 

111 

72 

 

193 

231 

 

$7,812.00 

 
 
 

 

 

Physical Concerns 

Yvonne Bryant 
Dennis Cain 

Doug Jones (son of Donna Jones) 

Don Kincade (brother of JoAnne Cain) 

Kyle Witherington 

Jackie Wooten 

 

Undergoing Treatment for Cancer 

Kirk Boyer 

Opal Brock 

Janie Hall 

Bob Lakey 

Duane Marshall 

Ann Rivers 

Donna VanDouser 

Landon Wilson  

 

Condolences 

Family of Barbara Blythe 

Family of James Chapman 
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Justin Gangaware · Just wanted to send out a big Thank You to Farm Bureau  

Insurance - Covington and Farm Credit Mid-America for their generous donation to the 

Bread of Life Food Pantry. This money will go directly towards providing local residents 

food for their families. Also, if you feel the need to volunteer this upcoming holiday season 

please reach out to the Bread of Life Food Pantry. 

Farm Bureau Insurance - Covington 

This year's Shooting Hunger event was a huge success! Each year our agricultural family, 

Tennessee Farmers Co-op; Farm Credit Mid-America/Rural 1st and Tennessee Farm  

Bureau, work together to generate funds with clay shooting events across Tennessee to 

help our local non-profit groups. 

With this year's events, Shooting Hunger was able to allocate $2,700 for every county in 

Tennessee! 

This year, Tipton County Farm Bureau & Farm Credit selected The Bread of Life Food 

Pantry, in Tipton County to receive those funds.  

Pictured (left to right): Todd Rankin, Tipton County Farm Bureau President; Michael Harris, 

Agency Manger; Justin Gangaware for Bread of Life; Jody Wade, Farm Credit Mid-America. 
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Event Calendar 
 

       
      Sunday, November 26:

       8:30 AM: Modern Worship-Christian Life Center 

       9:45 AM:  Sunday School 

       11:00 AM: Traditional Worship - Sanctuary  

       4:00 PM:  Pickleball - Christian Life Center 

      Monday, November 27: 

       10:00 AM: Pickle Ball - Christian Life Center 

      Tuesday, November 28:  

       10:00 AM: Line Dancing - Christian Life Center 

       4:00 PM:  Pickle Ball - Christian Life Center 

       7:00 PM:  Young Adult Group - New Beginnings Room 

      Wednesday, November 29: 

       10:00 AM:  Pastor’s Bible Study - Christian Life Center 

       7:15 PM:  Choir Practice - Sanctuary 

       8:00 PM: Worship Band Practice - Christian Life Center 

      Thursday, November 30: 

       7:00 AM: Men’s Prayer Breakfast - Fellowship Hall 

       10:00 AM: Pickleball - Christian Life Center 

      Saturday, December 2: 

            8:00 AM: Bread of Life Food Pantry, Covington 

      Sunday, December 3:  

       8:30 AM: Modern Worship - Christian Life Center     

       9:45 AM: Sunday School 

       11:00 AM: Traditional Worship - Sanctuary  

       5:00 PM:  Gingerbread Bash - Christian Life Center 

      Monday, December 4: 

       10:00 AM: Pickle Ball - Christian Life Center 

       6:30 PM:  Trustees Meeting-New Beginnings Room 

      Tuesday, December 5: 

       10:00 AM: Line Dancing - Christian Life Center 

       4:00 PM:  Pickle Ball - Christian Life Center 

       7:00 PM:  Young Adult Group - New Beginnings Room 

      Wednesday, December 6: 

       10:00 AM:  Pastor’s Bible Study - New Beginnings Room 

       6:00 PM:  Children & Youth Bible Study 

       7:15 PM:  Choir Practice - Sanctuary 

       8:00 PM: Worship Band Practice - Christian Life Center 
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WORSHIP TIMES 

Modern Worship 
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
Christian Life Center 

 

Traditional Worship 
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
First United Methodist Church 

 
145 W. Church Avenue 
Covington, TN  38019 

 

Phone: 901-476-9694 
Fax: 901-476-5352 

 

E-mail:covingtonfumc@covingtonfumc.com 

 

Website:www.covingtonfumc.com 

 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCCovington 

Twitter: 
twitter.com/FUMCCovington  


