
Proverbs Study Week 8 
Proverbs 4:1-13 

 
Join us this week as we continue to study the benefits of wisdom. Chapter four starts off 

with a father’s wise advice to us. As you read the verses this week, think about the 
urging of the writer to his sons, and how he is also urging us to pursue and gain 

wisdom. As we grow in wisdom we will be able to walk and not be held back and run 
and not stumble! 

 
***Read Proverbs4:1-13***  

 
When you read this chapter, you can hear the heart of a loving parent behind the words. 

One of the greatest responsibilities we have as parents is to help our children to 
become wise.  Whether we had parents who helped us grow in wisdom or not, we can 
begin today creating a legacy of wisdom.  It is interesting that in these verses Solomon 

tells us how his father, David, encouraged him to seek wisdom.  Do you think this 
teaching when he was young had anything to do with him asking God for understanding 
more than anything else?  Wisdom can be passed from generation to generation, and 

we must live with this mindset.  
 

● Where does wisdom come from? If you didn’t have Godly parents, can God 
still impart His wisdom to you?  If you have children, how will you be 
intentional in changing the generations of your family?  

 
● With Proverbs 4:1-4 in mind, read The following verses and discuss how 

they relate  
○ 1 Kings 2:1-9 
○ 1 Kings 3:9 
○ Psalm 34:11 
○ Deuteronomy 32:2 
○ Job 11:4 
○ Psalm 89:30 
○ Psalm 119:87 
○ 1 Chronicles 22:5 
○ Zechariah 12:10 
○ Ephesians 6:4 
○ Psalm 119:168 

 
 



***Read Proverbs 4:5-7*** 
 
The funny thing about wisdom is that it does not happen by accident.  The acquisition of 
wisdom takes humility, hard work, resolve, grit, selflessness and a future focus.  Those 
who focus on themselves, lack work ethic, get caught up in things that don’t matter and 
are lazy will become fools.  Yes wisdom comes from God, it is not about our works, but 
the journey to wisdom can be a difficult road.  You must have a determination to stay 
the course no matter how hard it may be!  Becoming wise is not something that 
happens overnight, it is a daily process of asking God for wisdom and choosing which 
path you will take.  Remember last week, we talked about the two paths:  the wicked 
and the righteous.  
 

● Which path do you currently find yourself on, are you pursuing Jesus or 
are you living like the world?  How are you developing good judgement, 
what does it mean to have good judgement?  Have you ever turned you 
back on wisdom, how?  
 

● Read the following verses and discuss how they relate 
○ 2 Chronicles 34:2 
○ Psalm 44:18 
○ 2 Thessalonians 2:10  
○ Ecclesiastes 9:16-18 

■ As a young boy, David taught Solomon that seeking God’s 
wisdom was one of the most important choices he could 
make.  It is apparent he learned the lesson because when 
God approached him as the new king and asked him what 
he wanted, he chose wisdom.  We should learn from his 
example and make God’s wisdom our first choice. All we 
have to do is ask. 

○ James 1:5 
 
***Read Proverbs 4:8-13*** 
 
There is something to be said for living a life of wisdom. While we do not believe or 
promote the prosperity Gospel, Godly wisdom has a way of bringing safety and 
fulfilment to our lives.  When we hear things like “being made great” or being honored in 
life, we have a tendency to think in very worldly ways.  Godly wisdom may never make 
you rich or famous, but will help you live a life that honors God, impacts the lives of 
people and makes His name famous.  Pursuing wisdom does not ensure bad things will 



never happen or that life will be perfect, but it ensures that no matter what life throws 
your way you will be joyful, thankful and good. 
 

● What does it mean to be made great in the world's eyes?  What does it 
mean to be made great in the Kingdom?  What does it look like to be on a 
“straight” path?  What does it look like to be on a path that is not straight? 
What do you think it looks like to not be held back or not stumble in life? 
How practically can you take hold, not let go and guard Godly wisdom?  
 

● Read the following verses and discuss how they relate 
○  1 Samuel 2:30 
○ Song of Solomon 2:6 
○ Hebrews 2:7-9 
○ Deuteronomy 5:16 
○ 1 Samuel 12:23 
○ Psalm 23:3 
○ Psalm 25:4-5 
○ 2 Samuel 22:37 
○ Job 18:7 
○ Psalm 18:36 
○ Psalm 91:11-12 
○ Psalm 119:45 
○ John 6:63 
○ Acts 2:42 
○ Ecclesiastes 7:12 

 
 
Be bold and pray for God’s wisdom! 
 


