
Proverbs Study Week 5 
Proverbs 3:1-12 

 
  In life we will face many challenges and often the only thing we can control is our 

response.  How do we respond in wisdom? We take Godly wisdom and what we have 
learned and store them in our hearts.  It is so important that we memorize and keep 

God’s word close to us so we can respond in a way that reflects Jesus.  
 

***Read Proverbs 3:1-12***  
 
Look at Proverbs 3:1-2, What is the reward of wisdom? How do you store the 
commands in your hearts?  When a hard situation confronts you, how should you 
navigate it with wisdom?  
 

● Read The following verses and discuss how they relate  
○ Psalm 119:61 
○ Proverbs 4:5 
○ Exodus 20:6 
○ Deuteronomy 30:16 
○ Psalm 91:16 
○ 1 Kings 3:14 
○ Psalm 119:165 
○ Isaiah 32:17 

 
Read Proverbs 3:3-4 
 
Two of the most important qualities you can have are kindness and loyalty.  Both these 
qualities not only require good attitudes they require action.  To be a kind person, you 
must act with kindness towards others.  To be a loyal person, you must act in a way that 
shows your faithfulness and commitment.  Mere thoughts and words are not enough, 
your life must reveal the character of Jesus.  
 
Does your life reveal kindness and loyalty?  Why or why not?  Do your actions 
line up to who you think you are?  Share something kind you have done in the 
past week.  Share about a time when you were loyal. 
 

● Read the following verses and discuss how they relate 
○ 2 Corinthians 3:3 
○ Deuteronomy 6:8 



○ Deuteronomy 11:18 
○ Psalm 85:10 
○ Jeremiah 17:1 
○ 1 Samuel 2:26 
○ Luke 2:52 
○ Psalm 90:17 

 
Read Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
These two verses are some of the most well known in all of the Bible.  As you read 
them, think about the chair you are sitting in.  You are putting your whole weight on that 
chair, “leaning on it” trusting it will hold you up.  We are to put our full weight onto God, 
trust Him with everything and not “lean” on our own understanding.  We often feel as if 
we cannot trust anybody… even God.  When we lean onto our own understanding, we 
are not making choices from a place of wisdom but from insecurities.  From big 
decisions to little choices, we are to involve God in everything we do!  The promise of 
this verse is so reassuring to us: If we trust, depend on Him and seek Him… He will 
make our paths straight! 
 
What does it look like to trust God with your whole heart?  What does it look like 
to lean on God instead of your understanding? What does it look like to 
acknowledge God in everything you do? In what areas of your life have you failed 
to acknowledge God?  
 

● Read the following verses and discuss how they relate 
○  Psalm 37:3-5 
○ Jeremiah 9:23 
○ Philippians 4:6 
○ James 1:5 
○ 1 Chronicles 28:9 
○ Isaiah 30:21 
○ Jeremiah 10:23 
○ Jeremiah 42:3 
○ Matthew 6:33 

■ Solomon teaches that in order to receive God’s guidance, we must 
seek God’s will in all we do.  How do we do this?  We must give 
every single aspect of our life over to God. Jesus teaches us in 
Matthew 6:33 to seek first, seek God first in everything we do! 
Take a look at your life, and you will most likely find the areas in 
which you are experiencing grief and hardship, are the areas you 



have not placed Him first.  Make the decision today, put Jesus first 
in everything you do, and He will make your paths straight. 
 

Read Proverbs 3:7-10  
 
It is so easy for us to be impressed with ourselves, think about it.  The more we learn 
and the more knowledge we have, the more we rely on ourselves.  It is easy to rely on 
God when we know nothing, but how hard is it to even acknowledge God when we 
know even a little?  When we trust fully in Jesus it not only helps us mentally, it has an 
effect on us physically… it refreshes our bodies and gives us strength. 
 

● Are you inclined to be impressed by your wisdom?  How often do you ask 
God for help?  What does it mean to fear the Lord?  Do you feel healed and 
refreshed? Could your condition have to do with your lack of reliance on 
God? Why or why not? 
 

● Read the following verses and describe how they relate 
○ Romans 12:6 
○ Job 1:1 
○ Job 28:28 
○ Job 21:24 
○ Psalm 16:8-11 
○ Psalm 23:3 
○ Jeremiah 31:25 

 
Read Proverbs 3:9-10 
 
Honoring God with the best part of what you produce refers to the teaching of 
Deuteronomy 26.  Many people, out of selfishness, give God their leftovers or give 
nothing at all.  By giving the first of our income we demonstrate God not our 
possessions hold first place in our lives.  It also shows that everything we own is not 
ours but we are stewards of God’s resources.  Giving to God first helps us kill greed and 
pride in our lives.  
 

● What things in your life do you have a hard time giving up to God?  Do you 
honor God with the first of what you earn or what’s left over? Why or why 
not? 
 

● Read the following verses and discuss how they relate 
○ Deuteronomy 26:2 



○ Deuteronomy 26:9-11 
○ Isaiah 43:23 
○ Exodus 23:19 
○ Malachi 3:10 
○ Joel 2:24 

 
Read Proverbs 3:11-12 
 
Often a person’s growth and development come down to one thing… perspective.  How 
do you view discipline?  Many view discipline as a negative, but let me encourage you 
to view it as a positive.  Discipline means to teach and to train.  Our negative view often 
comes from parents or people in our lives who discipline poorly and discipline not in 
love.  God, who is love and is the source of all love, disciplines because he deeply 
cares for our development and growth. In order for us to become like Jesus, to have 
strong character and be a person of good morals, we need God’s loving discipline.  
 

● Look back over your life, can you think of a time where God disciplined you 
and what did you learn?  

 
● Read the following verses and discuss how they relate 

○ Job 5:17 
○ Hebrews 12:5 
○ Revelation 3:19 
○ Proverbs 13:24 

■ Sometimes the only way to know if God is disciplining you is 
to look back at the situation after it's happened… hindsight is 
20/20.  Know this, not every bad situation comes from God 
directly, sometimes we cause the problems in our lives.  But 
if we rebel against God and refuse to repent and turn to Him, 
He can and will use crisis or bad experiences to bring us 
back to Him.  So how do we respond when hard times come 
our way and there is no sin or unrepentance in our lives? 
We should respond with trust, patience, integrity and 
confidence that God is working and will make our paths 
straight.  

 
 
 
 
 



For Extra Study: 
 
Each week we will look at a person in the Bible who was given a special description as 
wise.  As we look to grow in wisdom, we must find good people to follow as well biblical 
examples.  
 
Moses 
 

● Read Acts 7:20-22 
○ As we see in verse 22, Moses was taught all the wisdom of the Egyptians 

and was powerful in speech and actions.  Moreover, the events of his life 
helped him grow in God’s wisdom to lead Israel out of Egypt. He was a 
very wise leader.  


