
Proverbs Study Week 20
Proverbs 11:22-31

Join us this week as we finish Proverbs 11 and continue to grow in wisdom!

***Read Proverbs 11:22-31***

I love Proverbs 11 because it gives us 31 verses of practical wisdom.  Most of the 31
verses demonstrate a contrast between righteous and wicked people.  This contrast

allows us to take a hard look at our lives and ask ourselves; am I righteous or wicked?
These verses force us to look at how we interact and deal with other people and

whether we treat people fairly or not.  So read each verse and let it hit you in the heart!

● What does it mean to lack discretion? What are character traits of people
who make wise decisions?

● Proverbs 11:22
○ The world tells us to seek out those with physical beauty and not care

about anything else.  We are to seek out those who possess character
strengths that help us make wise decisions. Life lesson, not everybody
who looks good is pleasant to live or work with. We should be taking care
of our bodies and more importantly we should be developing our minds
and character.

■ Genesis 24:47
■ Proverbs 11:21
■ Proverbs 31:30

● Proverbs 11:23
○ Every person who has given their life to Jesus has the desire to do good.

Because of what He has done, they are seeking good and not evil.  In
contrast, evil people are negative and desire to do bad.  The life of the evil
person does not work out in the end.

■ Romans 2:8-9
■ Romans 10:28
■ Psalm 27:4
■ Psalm 37:4

● Proverbs 11:24-25
○ These two verses are saying the same thing, just in a different way… they

present a paradox.  The more generous we are, the more wealthy we
become.  The world says to focus on yourself, spend money on yourself,



save up for yourself.  But God blesses those who are generous with their
money, their talents and their resources.  When we give, God supplies us
with more so we can give more! We become good stewards with what
God has blessed us with.  Our mindset shifts, and we realize everything
we have, including our money, was never ours anyway. Everything we
have has been given to us so that we can bless those around us.  When
we give, we gain freedom from selfishness, and being consumed by our
possessions.

○ Are you a giving person?  Are you generous with your time?  Are
you generous with your talents? Are you generous with your
resources?  Are you generous with your money? What if you used
your stimulus check to stimulate God’s Kingdom?  Is your current
life circumstance due to your lack of generosity.

■ 2 Corinthians 9:6-7
■ Proverbs 28:27
■ Proverbs 3:9-10
■ Matthew 5:7
■ Proverbs 11:23
■ Isaiah 32:8

○ Proverbs 11:26
■ If you refuse to help somebody, even by selling them something,

that would be a horrible thing.  Help those around you and God
will bless you!

■ What do you think it means that God will bless you?
● Genesis 42:6
● Job 29:13
● Proverbs 24:24

○ Proverbs 11:27
■ It's funny, a person who is seeking good, also does good for

others.  And when we do good for others it pleases God.  One of
the ramifications of living an evil life, is it comes back to get you…
evil begets evil.

■ What does “evil begets evil mean”?
● Esther 7:10
● Psalm 7:15-16
● Psalm 57:6

○ Proverbs 11:28
■ It matters where you put your trust.  So many of us have a hard

time trusting God, and yet put so much trust in our money, our
bank accounts and our 401k!  Take a look outside, Spring is here
and green leaves are everywhere!  When we place our trust in
God and live righteous, there is a flourishing that happens that is
unexplainable.

■ Where is your trust… why?



● Mark 10:25
● 1 Timothy 6:17-19
● Psalm 1:1-3
● Psalm 49:6
● Psalm 92:12
● Jeremiah 17:8

○ Proverbs 11:29
■ One of the greatest blessings and resources God gives us is

family.  Families provide love, acceptance, encouragement,
guidance and wise counsel.  Those closest to you are also the
ones who are typically the most honest with you. Bringing trouble
on your family, whether through anger or a selfish desire for
independence, is foolish because it cuts you off from all they have
to provide.  Now family is not just blood relatives, but refers to the
people you surround yourself with.  In your family, strive for peace,
healing, communication, and understanding.  And seek to be a
part, because if we cut family and people out of our lives, we
cannot flourish or find joy.

■ Have you cut yourself off from the people in your lives?  Have
you isolated yourself from those who will be most honest
with you?  What does it mean to inherit the wind and be a
servant to the wise?

● Proverbs 14:19
● Proverbs 15:27
● Ecclesiastes 5:16
● Hosea 8:7

○ Proverbs 11:30
■ A wise person is the model of a truly meaningful life. Like a tree

that gives off good shade and attracts people when the sun is hot,
when we have a sense of purpose it attracts others who want to
also know their purpose.  So think about this, gaining wisdom and
purpose can be the first step in leading people to God.  Leading
people to God is important because it keeps us in touch with God
while offering others eternal life.

■ What is your purpose? If that is your purpose, are you
actually living it out?

● 1 Corinthians 9:19
● James 5:20
● Revelation 2:7
● Psalm 92:14
● Daniel 12:3

○ Proverbs 11:31
■ Contrary to what you might think, nobody sins and gets away with

it.  Simply put, the faithful are rewarded for their faith.  The wicked



are punished for their sins.  Do not ever think that “it won't matter”
or “nobody will know” or “this doesn't hurt anybody”. Sin always
hurts you and those around you, and can even hurt people for
generations.

● 1 Peter 4:18
● 2 Samuel 22:21
● 2 Samuel 22:25
● Jeremiah 29:25
● John 3:16


