
Colossians Study Week 9 
Colossians 3:18-25 

 
Join us this week as we move from learning how to live this new life we have in Jesus, 

to practically walking it out. And Paul somehow knows where we struggle to be like 
Jesus... our homes. He challenges all of us to love each other in a way that reflects the 
new nature we have been given. We can’t lead on the outside until we lead at home! 

 
***Read Colossians 3:18-25*** 

 
Paul launches into three areas within Christian households and defines how the 
relationships should be.  First he starts with wives and husbands, then kids and parents 
and lastly slaves and masters.  Paul was in no way condoning slavery, but speaking to 
the system that was functioning in their day.  We will look at each in the context of our 
current culture.  
 
 
What were some unspoken rules in the family you grew up in?  Did you grow up 
in a home where your dad honored and loved your mom? Did your mom honor 
and serve your dad?  How were you as a kid, did you honor your parents? Do you 
hate your boss? If you are a boss, do you belittle your employees? 
 

● Read Colossians 3:18 - Wives 
○ Read Ephesians 5:21-23 

■ This is a hard topic in our current culture.  The word “submit” brings 
up all sorts of negative connotations and emotions. This verse is 
not giving permission for husbands to be jerks and lord over their 
wives.  It is calling wives to voluntarily serve their husbands.  This is 
a position of much respect and honor and does not make the wife 
less than.  

● Read Colossians 3:19 - Husbands 
○ Read Ephesians 5:25 
○ Read 1 Peter 3:7 

■ Often men only want to read verse 18 and focus on the role of the 
woman, but we must not neglect the high call we as husbands and 
men have on our lives.  The love Paul is writing about is a Christlike 
love, a love that serves and seeks the best in others.  What we 



often see in marriages is a husband who demands submission from 
his wife, but does not love her with Ephesians 5:25 kinda love… 
this just does not work.  For a marriage to thrive, husbands must 
love their wives like Jesus loved the church… He served the 
church, died for the church, always had the church's best interest in 
mind. Husbands are called to build our wives up with words of 
encouragement and love, not bitterness and hate.  

■ It’s not one dominating another, marriage involves mutual 
submission, putting the others' interest above our own.  We serve 
each other, while serving Jesus.  

 
Why is it difficult to submit in our culture? What does it look like to walk 
this out at husband and wife? Do you need to repent of the way you’ve 
treated your spouse? 
 

● Read Colossians 3:20-21 - Kids 
○ Read Ephesians 6:1 
○ Read Exodus 20:12 
○ Read Proverbs 20:20 
○ Read Proverbs 22:6 

■ Paul is speaking to minor kids, not adult children in this passage. 
Kids, you are to honor your parents and you are to obey what they 
say.  Obey means to follow their rules and instructions and be 
under their authority. The really cool part of this verse is that when 
you obey your parents it really makes God happy! 

○ Read Ephesians 6:4 
○ Read Deuteronomy 5:16  

■ Parents we must raise our kids with great intentionality and care. 
They need lots of love and firm discipline.  And this word is 
specifically to fathers in how they care and love their kids.  Paul’s 
warning to us is to not be so harsh and mean that our kids become 
discouraged, lose heart and we ultimately break their spirit.  We are 
to be firm in love, but not overbearing. 

 
As a parent, what is the balance between discipline and breaking a kid's spirit? 
What do your kids do that trigger you the most? 
 

● Read Colossians 3:22-25 
○ Read Ephesians 6:5-6 



■ We must understand the context of these verses.  Paul is in no way 
condoning or saying slavery is ok, but he is speaking to a major 
part of their society.  Slaves played a significant role in their culture, 
and there were several million of them in Rome at the time. Slaves 
were considered a part of the household and would have been a 
part of Christian communities.  Again, slavery is evil, and we do not 
condon or agree with thepractice.  But what lessons can we learn 
from this relationship Paul discusses?  I believe that we can apply 
Paul’s instructions to our modern workplace…. Employer/employee 
relationship.  

■ Obey means exactly what you think it means… total obedience 
following every rule and request.  Notice that Paul highlights 
“earthly masters”.  There is no boss or authority on this planet that 
is above God. He is the final authority.  If there is a conflict between 
God's commands and a bosses commands… Follow God. 

■ Paul doesn’t just speak towards outward actions and obedience, he 
confronts our attitudes.  We often work really hard when our bosses 
are watching and then when they leave or are gone for the day we 
slack and goof off. We are called to work hard, not for the approval 
of man, but for God. 

 
Are you a kiss up? Are you a brown-noser? Are you the employee that slacks 
when the boss is gone? Do you strive for the approval of man? 
 

○ Read Ephesians 6:7-8 
○ Read Acts 20:32 

 
Paul’s desire in chapter three is to help us walk as new creations and shine bright with 
the light of Jesus.  If we wanna shine bright in the world, it starts in our houses.  If we 
want to love the world, we must learn to love our family.  If we want to honor and serve 
the world, we must learn to honor and serve our family.  My prayer for us is that we stop 
living double lives, Godly and loving to others and our homes are a complete mess. 
And that Jesus would change our attitudes and hearts so that we can love those closest 
to us. 
 
Read Matthew 5:15-16 
Read 1 Thessalonians 4:11 


