
Colossians Study Week 5 
Colossians 2:10-15 

 
We live in a world that will point you in any direction other than pointing you to Jesus. 
From self-help books, to leadership gurus and celebrities, it seems there are so many 

things and people trying to bring life to people. Jesus alone has the meaning of life 
because He is life! Join us this week as we learn that we are complete In Jesus... we 

need nothing else!  
 

***Read Colossians 2:10-15*** 
 

COMPLETE 
 
Looking back to verse 9, when we have Jesus we have everything we need for 
salvation and living like Him. We do not need special knowledge or rituals to come 
closer to Him. Jesus alone holds the true meaning of life, because He is life! We need 
nothing in addition to Him, He is all we need… we are complete in Him.  
 

● Have you tried to seek fulfillment outside of Jesus? What does it mean to 
be complete in Him? 

 
○ Read the following verses and discuss how they are related 

■ Ephesians 3:19 
■ Ephesians 1:2 
■ 1 Corinthians 15:24 
■ 1 John 1:9 
■ Galatians 2:20 
■ Hebrews 5:11-14 

 
Read Colossians 2:11-12 
 
In these two verses Paul is relating circumcision to baptism.  Remember in the Old 
Testament, circumcision was a sign of God’s covenant with the Jewish people.  With the 
death of Jesus, circumcision was no longer necessary, our bodies were no longer 
marked but our hearts were.  Baptism parallels the death, burial and resurrection of 
Jesus and (as we lower into the water) displays the death and burial of our old sinful 
self, and we are raised to life with Jesus (resurrected) as we come out of the water.  



 
● Have you been baptized? If no, let's make it happen!  Do you feel that your 

old self has been put to death, or are you holding on to things that are 
sinful and dead?  

 
● Read the following verses and discuss how they relate  

○ Romans 2:29 
○ Romans 6:6 
○ Romans 7:24 
○ Galatians 5:24 
○ Colossians 3:5-10 

■ Church, remember that your old sinful self is dead and 
buried! This should motivate us to resist and get rid of sin. 
Some of us are allowing our old selves to hang around and 
are giving power to things that were defeated on the cross. 
Stop playing around with the Devil, choose to put an end to 
your sinful ways. There are far too many new creations 
acting like their old selves… and they wonder why they 
struggle? 

○ Galatians 2:27 
○ Colossians 3:1-4 

 
Read Colossians 2:13-15 
 
Before we came into relationship with Jesus, our nature was evil.  Apart from Jesus and 
despite our very best attempts at being “good”, we rebelled and ignored God.  However, 
when you believe in Jesus as your Lord and Savior, you are a new creation… you have 
a new self! God crucified your old rebellious nature and replaced it with a new loving 
nature. On the cross, the penalty of sin died with Jesus.  God declared us not guilty and 
no longer live under sin’s power and control. This does not mean that Christian’s are 
perfect and never sin.  What this means is that before we were saved, we were slaves 
to our sins...but now we are free to live for Jesus! 
 

● Are you free from your sin, or do you feel like a slave to sin?  Have you 
given your whole life to Jesus? 

 
● Read the following verses and discuss how they relate. 

○ Ephesians 2:1-2 
○ Ephesians 2:5-7 



○ Ephesians 2:15 
○ Colossians 2:20 
○ 1 Peter 2:24 
○ Galatians 2:20 
○ Ephesians 4:23-24 

■ We can enjoy our new life in Jesus because we have joined 
in His death and resurrection. Our love of sin and bondage 
to sin died with Him on the cross.  We join with Him in His 
resurrection, have access to Him 24/7, and freedom from sin 
and darkness. Know this: Your sins are forgiven, your debt 
has been paid in full, your sins are cleansed and forgotten by 
God, you are cleaned and made new! You are a new 
creation. 

○ Who are the spiritual rulers and authorities in verse 15? 
■ There are a few different ideas on what they may be.  More 

than likely Paul was referencing and combating false 
teaching in the Colossian church what was encouraging the 
worship of angels.  Jesus, at His death and resurrection, 
displayed His position and authority and that angels should 
not even be compared to him.  Another opinion is that the 
rulers and authorities represent Rome.  Through His death 
and resurrection, Jesus seemingly stripped away all power 
from a world empire that tried to defeat Him.  Whatever the 
opinion on this matter, one thing is clear...Jesus is Lord and 
He is supreme! 

○ Ephesians 4:8 
○ John 12:31 
○ 1 Corinthians 15:21-28 


