
Colossians Study Week 2 
Colossians 1:13-20 

 
This week Paul starts us out with a truth we can proclaim, Jesus has 

rescued us from darkness, purchased our freedom and forgave our sins! 
We have been rescued and our lives should reflect that of our King.  Join 

us this week as we learn that Jesus Christ is supreme! 
  

***Read Colossians 1:13-20*** 
 

NONE LIKE HIM 
 
Paul begins in verses 13 and 14 and lists several benefits God has blessed all believers 
with.  Here are the benefits: He made us qualified to share His inheritance, He rescued 
us from darkness and made us His kids, He brought us into His eternal Kingdom, He 
redeemed us (purchased our freedom from sin and judgement), and he forgave all our 
sins.  We must understand these so we understand who we are in Christ.  When we 
know who we are, we will know what to do!  
 

● What does redeemed mean or what does it mean to you that Jesus 
purchased our freedom from sin and judgement?  Have you been 
redeemed?  

 
○ Read the following verses and discuss how they are related 

■ 2 Corinthians 5:21 
■ Ephesians 1:5-6 
■ Hebrews 9:12 
■ Ephesians 1:7 
■ Ephesians 6:12 
■ Romans 3:24-25 

 
Read Colossians 1:15-17 
 
This is perhaps the strongest statement in the Bible about the divine nature of Jesus. 
Jesus is not only equal to God, He is God.  As the visible image of God, he is the exact 
representation of Him.  And He not only reflects God, but he reveals God to us.  Jesus 



was not created, He always existed and by Him ALL things were created.  This is 
central to Christianity, and any teaching that deviates from this must be refuted. 
Examples of false teachings today would be Mormonism and Jehovah witnesses teach 
that Jesus was created and has not always existed. The Bible is verse clear… Jesus is 
God.  
 

● What does Jesus teach us about who God is?  
 

● Read the following verses and discuss how they are related 
○ Philippians 2:6 
○ John 1:1-3 
○ John 10:30 
○ John 10:38 
○ John 12:45 
○ John 1:18 
○ John 1:14:9 
○ 1 Corinthians 15:47 
○ Romans 9:5 
○ Romans 10:11-13 
○ Revelation 1:5 
○ Revelation 17:14 
○ Hebrews 7:26-28 
○ 1 Peter 1:19 
○ 1 Peter 2:22 
○ 1 John 3:5 
○ Romans 2:16 
○ 2 Corinthians 5:10 
○ 2 Corinthians 4:4 
○ Romans 8:29 
○ John 8:58 

■ This is one of the most powerful statements made by Jesus. 
He not only said He existed before Abraham, He applied 
God’s Holy name (I am) to himself.  Jesus is God.  

○ Exodus 3:14 
 
Read Colossians 1:18 
 
Some translations say, “firstborn from the dead”... what does that mean? It means 
Jesus was raised from the dead which proves his Lordship over the material world.  All 



who trust in Jesus will also defeat death and spend eternity with Him.  Because of who 
He is, he should be first in everything we think and do… he is supreme over all!  
 

● Is Jesus Supreme in your life?  Think about your thoughts and activities… 
Do you place Jesus first? Where or what in your life do you have the 
hardest time giving up to God?  

 
● Read the following verses and discuss how they relate 

○ 1 Corinthians 15:20 
○ 1 Thessalonians 4:14 
○ Philippians 2:5-11 
○ Ephesians 1:22 
○ Revelation 3::14-15 
○ Matthew 6:33 
○ Proverbs 16:3 
○ Matthew 6:24 
○ Matthew 22:37 

 
Read Colossians 1:19-20 
 
In these verses Paul is combating the heresy from the Greeks that taught Jesus could 
not be God and human at the same time.  We know, Jesus is fully God and fully man. 
He was always God and always will be God.  He was not created, He has always 
been… I Am.  John 1 says, ““In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He existed in the beginning with God. God created 
everything through him, and nothing was created except through him. The Word gave 
life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to everyone.” John 1:1-4  
 

● Why is it important that Jesus was fully God and fully man? (See bottom of 
study for short answer on this)  Describe how your life has been changed 
from Christ’s work on the cross. Are you currently far or near to God. 

 
● Read the following verses and discuss how they relate. 

○ Ephesians 1:5 
○ John 1:16 
○ Ephesians 1:23 
○ Ephesians 3:19 
○ Ephesians 4:13 



■ Jesus death on the cross made a way for each of us to come 
into relationship with Jesus.  This does not mean that we are 
all saved, but means those who put their faith and trust in 
Jesus will be saved.  By believing in Jesus, we can be 
reconciled with God.  

○ Ephesians 2:16 
○ Romans 5:1 
○ Hebrews 10:19-20 
○ 1 Peter 3:18 

——————————————————————————- 
 
*Q:  Why must he be a true and righteous man? 
 
A:   He must be a true man because the justice of God requires that the same human 
nature which has sinned should pay for sin. He must be a righteous man because one 
who himself is a sinner he cannot pay for others. In short, the answer is Jesus had to be 
a man so that he could identify with us, suffering in our place and sympathizing with us 
in our weakness. 
 
Q:    Why must he also be true God? 
 
A:    So that, by the power of his divinity, he might bear the weight of God’s anger in his 
humanity and earn for us and restore to us righteousness and life. In short, the answer 
is, Jesus had to be truly God so that he could satisfy God’s wrath and secure for us true 
righteousness and life. 
 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/erik-raymond/must-jesus-human-divine/ 
 
 
 
 
 


