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Bring People to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known!
Fast this Lent?
As I write this article for our newsletter it’s the day before Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. It’s the day known as Shrove or Fat Tuesday. It’s a
chance to indulge before the self-denial traditional to the Lenten season – the 40 days leading up to Easter Sunday (less Sundays which are
“little Easters”). The tradition dates back to 600AD when all animal products, not just meat, were banned during Lent. Christians made pancakes on Fat Tuesday to use up their supply of butter, milk, and eggs before Lent. In its most raucous form Fat Tuesday is known as Mardi
Gras – the carnival celebration often completely disconnected from faith.

One tradition of Lent is to “fast,” to voluntarily refrain from eating or drinking something you regularly enjoy. In the Bible different kinds of
fasts describe how men and women just like us wanted to draw closer to God. Jesus fasted 40 days in the wilderness before beginning His
public ministry. In one incident, the disciples could not heal in Jesus’ name. When they asked Jesus why, He said: “This kind does not go out
except by prayer and fasting” (Matthew 7:21 NKJV – note: this verse is not in other modern translations).

Fasting is not a diet. And, it’s not really self-denial for penance sake which can be a form of works righteousness – what I do (or don’t do)
gets me in “good” with God. Fasting is a Call to Worship. It’s tying our appetite to our desire to know and experience God more fully. When
you want a cup of coffee – pause and pray instead. When you want to reach for a candy bar or grab a coke – reach out to the One who said:
“man does not live by bread alone.” I love the following Call to Worship from Pope Francis. Perhaps you can work this into your 40 day Lenten journey this year.

Fast from hurting words and say kind words.
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.
Fast from anger and be filled with patience.
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.
Fast from worries and have trust in God.
Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity.

Fast from pressures and be prayerful.
Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy.
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others.
Fast from grudges and be reconciled.
Fast from words – be silent so you can listen.

Blessings and joy,
…pastor Jerry
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Bringing Children to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known! God is working in ways you can’t see — in ways you can’t even imagine!
God began doing a good work in you. And He will continue it until it is finished when Jesus Christ comes again. I am sure of that. — Philippians 1:6

CONNECTING! CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES: IN-PERSON!
We hope to see you on Sunday Mornings! Come look for Mrs. Linda at the Children’s Table in front of the Sanctuary! Sunday School is open at
Children’s Ministries at IRCUMC and we want to do everything possible to keep your precious child, your wonderful family and our treasured staff
safe while learning lots about Jesus! Classes are open for continuous care beginning at 8:30 am each Sunday with special guidelines, student/
teacher ratios, check-in processes and procedures. Our First Steps Nursery (Room 14, Infant-2 years old), Little LINCS Preschool/VPK (Room
11) & Kid LINCS K-3rd plus SR456 4th-6th Grade Classes are now open for both services, 9:30 & 11. Doors open at 8:30 am for Check In to
allow for additional time/spacing for drop off. Pick up takes place by 12:15 pm.
CONNECTING! CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES: ONLINE!
We invite YOU to participate in our active and exciting online Children’s Ministries Headquarters! Our Children’s Ministries at Indian River City
United Methodist Church Facebook Page! “irckids” for short! We produce original content for awesome kids everywhere twice a week and invite
all families of every age to share in this experience with us! Our online classes premiere at new times! Our Wednesday Night Zip Online MidWeek Message moved to 5:30 pm (from 6:30 pm), right on our online headquarters! Our Weekend Kids for Awesome Kids Everywhere program
moved Sunday morning at 7:00 am (from Saturday night at 5:30 pm). Our Sunday morning original program will be followed by additional programs from favorite ministry partners for our Preschoolers, Elementary-Age Kids and Preteens, all morning long, 7:00 am – 10:00 am! Don’t
forget to check out our online Good News Club as well! Sunday at Home! Tune in each day to our Children’s Ministries Facebook Page all week
long for friendship, connection, service opportunities and more! We can’t WAIT to see you there!
SPOTLIGHT! PRAYER PARTNER MINISTRY!
In response to God’s calling to support teachers and their students, the Prayer Friends Ministry began in November 2020. As with the rest of the
world, educators had to find a new way to reach their students and had huge new demands placed on them. A group of sixteen volunteers are
matched with thirty-nine teachers as Prayer Friends. The volunteers pray for the teachers needs throughout the school year. Some of the volunteers have actually met with the teachers and prayed with them, but most have not met the teachers. They support through prayers and sometimes send words of encouragement through cards or small gifts. Some teachers reach out with specific requests. For others, we simply pray as
God leads. As one volunteer said, “I trust God is speaking to them, and letting them know He is close.” Ephesians 6:18 says to “Pray in the
Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.” Volunteers as well as teachers are greatly blessed by this ministry.
A special “thank you” to Christine Luecking for her faithful leadership of this wonderful ministry and her submission of the above article. Christine, you are greatly appreciated!
VOLUNTEERING! IN PERSON AND ONLINE VOLUNTEER COMMITMENTS NEEDED!
Vacation Bible School can change lives by bringing the Great Good News of Jesus to children and families who might not ever hear of the Gift of
Jesus! We need you to help make Vacation Bible School 2021 a reality. We are preparing for a Hybrid Vacation Bible School Experience and
need dedicated volunteers with the heart for sharing Jesus’ Love, Volunteers are needed for our In Person Experience and our Online Experience. Please consider making a Forever and Ever Difference in the life of a child by volunteering for Vacation Bible School 2021! The children
of our church and community are counting on us to share our Love for Jesus with each and every one of them! YOUR Commitment, Caring and
Connection will make a difference to these children and their families! We would love to have you on our 2021 team! Please consider sharing
your talents with us! Serve by yourself, serve with a friend! Please contact Linda at 321-213-1013 or lbenson@ircumc.com with your interest —
we need YOU!

SUPPORTING THE TEACHERS AND STAFF OF COQUINA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL!
We understand and respect the extraordinary pressure on the shoulders of the educators and support staff in our beloved community. We would
love to provide a small blessing of encouragement to the wonderful and dedicated staff of Coquina Elementary School! While we are not yet
permitted in the classrooms, we invite you to join us in supporting our efforts to provide special treat bags of appreciation to these terrific champions of our kids. We are gladly accepting donations of chocolates, candies, mints, gum, pre-sharpened pencils, small hand-sanitizers, notecards,
post-its, votive candles, bath bombs, lotions, small packages of coffee and hand soaps. We ask that everything be new, individually-sealed and
selected with blessing teachers and staff in mind! Our hope is to deliver this surprise to these amazing teachers the week of March 8th! A topsecret surprise! Please drop off your donations to Linda Benson’s attention at our front office. It is our goal to bless other local schools in the
weeks and months to come!
March — Hopping Down the Bunny Trail drive thru March 27th @ 11:00 am here at IRCUMC!
April — Registration is currently-scheduled to open for our Vacation Bible School and Summer Blast Creative Arts & Sports Enrichment Camp!
June — Vacation Bible School 2021! Currently-scheduled for June 21st through 25th!
July — Summer Blast Creative Arts & Sports Enrichment Camp 2021! Currently-scheduled for July 19th through 23rd!

Our Student Registration Form link is found at www.ircumc.com under Ministries & Groups under Children! 2 minutes & done!
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Student Ministries News!

Bringing Students to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known!

I hope this month you can come out to help us clean up at the Space Coast CityFest! It will be an awesome event and a
lot of fun for families to gather with those they invite to share the gospel. They have a lot of cool stuff coming like BMX
biking, skaters, with an awesome message from Andrew Palau! If you like to help volunteer, please contact me or check
our facebook event post. Hit going on the facebook event page then give me your contact details and how many people
will show up in your group. We will meet at Space Coast Daily Park Volunteer Check-In Booth 6091 Stadium Pkwy,
Melbourne, FL 32940. This event will help teens with bright future hours, service, and see a cool event all at once! Also
looking forward to see teens come out on Wed night youth from 6:30-8:00pm in Wesley Hall Gym for food, fun, and
friends! As well as our Sunday School lessons on rightnowmedia 9:30-10:30am in RM 215/216. See you there!

Events coming up:
March 3rd Dunkin Donuts Night 6:30-8:00pm in Wesley Hall Gym.
March 6th Space Coast CityFest 6:30-10:00pm Volunteer to Clean Up by signing up on our
pinned post on refugeuthmin facebook.

March 10th Gagaball 6:30-8:00PM meet at gym.
March 17th St.Patrick Day Green Food 6:30-8:00pm meet at gym.
March 19th Bowling Alley 5:00pm-7:00pm meet there.
March 24th Game Night 6:30-8:00pm.
March 31st Ice-cream Night 6:30-8:00pm meet at gym. Invite your friends to the activities so we
have the opportunity to share Jesus with them and also be a part of their lives!
If you have a teen that would like to join our text service tell them to join our Remind txt group at 81010 and in the message tab put @refugeuth on their phones. Ages 12 will need a parent to join for them as there is an age limit set to 13.
This text group gives reminders of upcoming events and information needed in participating with the youth group! Wed
Night Youth – 6:30-7:30pm at church in the courtyard , Sunday School – 9:30-10:30am in RM 215/216 in Wesley Hall
and on Zoom the Meeting ID is: https://zoom.us/j/93026897344 , Pass: Domraps. Hope to see you in class but if not we
have the option of being online too! Thanks for reading, participating, being you, and your continual prayers on behalf of
Refuge Student Ministries talk to you real soon God Bless!
Scripture:
Isaiah 41:10 – “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will
uphold you with my righteous right hand.”

For more information about anything in Student Ministries,
Please contact Dominick at 386-337-9850 or dmucci@ircumc.com

March 2021

Adult Ministries News!

Bringing Adults to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known!

enCOURAGEment for the Journey
“COURAGE is contagious. When a brave man (or woman) takes a stand,
the spines of others are often stiffened.” - Billy Graham
The LORD spoke to Joshua after the death of Moses, “Haven’t I commanded you:
Be strong and courageous? Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the LORD your God is with you
wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9
Ask God to show you where and how you need to take a stand to be courageous. Step out in faith knowing He has promised
to be with you. You do not need to be afraid or discouraged!

New In-person Bible Study
Beginning Tuesday, March 2, at 9:30am, there will be an opportunity for you to participate in a life-changing encounter with God’s Word from the book of Matthew. This on campus nine week study of Matthew uses the Navigator Life Change
Series. No previous Bible Study experience is needed. The group is open to men and women and will be led by Cathy Post.
Cost of study guide is $12.00 (scholarships are available). Contact Dawn to reserve your spot! dschissler@ircumc.com or
321/267-7922 x20.

District Zoom Discipleship Event
On Saturday, March 13th from 9:30am-noon, our Atlantic Central District of the Florida UMC is hosting “Pathway to
Life – Creating a Clear Discipleship Process.” The major initiative for 2021 is strengthening the process of discipleship in our
congregations. Pastor Charlie Watts of Mims UMC is our liaison with the Congregational Vitality Team for the district. He is
encouraging us to participate in this Zoom event. If you are interested in attending and shaping the future discipleship process at our church contact Pastor Jerry or Dawn. This is a great opportunity to begin again!!

Susannah Circle – A Sisterhood of Service
The Susannah Circle of the United Methodist Women is a wonderful lifeline of fellowship, service and spiritual growth
in a time where many are feeling isolated. At the heart of the women is their love of service projects. A few of their many
past service projects include: Donations to Foster Kids; Oil, rags, wipes and other items to the Car Care Ministry; Care packages for circle or church shut-ins; donations towards UM missions around the world. Their January service project was to assemble Homeless Care Kits, and in February they gathered snacks for the Children’s Ministry at our church. The next Susannah Circle meeting is on Monday, March 22, at 6:30pm in Studio 153. All women are invited to join!

Coming Up:
Library Book Chat, Friday, March 19th, 11:00am in the Music Room. The book discussion will be on Scarlett Thread by
Francine Rivers. It’s not necessary to have read the book to attend. Attendees wear masks and practice social distancing.
UMW annual Rummage and Bake Sale, March 20, 8:00am-2pm. It will be held in the parking lot on the westside of
the Sanctuary. You may drop off donations on Friday March 19th in the west side of the Sanctuary starting at 8am-3pm.
Please no furniture as we have no storage. Baked goods are to be dropped of on Saturday early and already priced. This is
one of two annual fundraisers they host to raise money for their missions projects.
For more information contact Karen Morris at 321-267-5125 or DJ Olson at 321-636-0568.

For more information about anything in Adult Ministries,
Please contact Dawn Schissler at 321-267-7922 or dschissler@ircumc.com
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Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.
John 14:12

5 Ways to Cope with Financial Anxiety……….How to gain control and worry less
Revisit your budget- now is a good time to set a budget or revisit your budget. Life happens so an emergency fund might be something you
add to your budget.
Assess the situation- ask yourself some honest questions about your finances and find the reason for the anxiety. Take a look at what you can
control and what you can’t. Then think about the options you have.
Remain grateful- keep the focus on what truly matters to you and your family. Try to avoid comparisons with what everyone else is doing.
Always give thanks to God for all He has given you.
Meet with a financial professional- getting an outside opinion from someone who is not biased could help. They can help equip you with resources and plans to help you achieve your goals.
Keep your long-term plan in mind- setbacks are tough but they don’t mean you won’t achieve your goals. Keeping this in mind will motivate
you to ride out any bumps in the road with grace to get back on the track.
Thrivent Magazine- by Rebecca Lubecki
2021 Focus- “Reaching People with Jesus”
What makes up our 2021 Budget? Let’s look at two of the many components.

Adult, Youth, Children, and Care Ministries
These areas of our budget are vital to our spiritual growth and development in being the disciple that God has called us to be. This area covers all ages of people
from our wee babies to our oldest person of our church. There are many ways we do this from bible studies, enrichment classes, fellowship events, Sunday
school and Wednesday night activities, community involvement events, home visits, to much more. It makes no difference in membership status just if anyone
has a hunger for meeting God and growing in his love.
This portion represents 52% of our total budget
Administrative Ministries
The day to day operations are an everyday part of our church. These expenses support all areas of the budget so we provided the administrative support needed
to make each ministry runs smoothly. This includes office/paper supplies, printing needs, communications expenses, postage, bank fees, and much more. We try
to keep these expenses to a minimum so we can invest more into our ministry areas.
This portion represents 3% of our total budget

For more Information about anything in the Financial Ministry of Indian River City
Please contact Kelley at 321-267-7922 @ Extension 15 or kmclester@ircumc.com
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Care Ministries News!
IRC Prayer Shawl Ministry Update
Since the pandemic began in March 2020, our Prayer Shawl Ministry has been very busy! If you need one or
want to give a shawl to someone, don’t forget that we have shawls available in the church office and online at
https://ircprayershawlministry.shutterfly.com/. Please check out our site and make sure to take a look at our
pictures (in the "Pictures & Videos" section) of all the beautiful items our members have created throughout
the years. If you'd like to gift an item, please take a look at the pictures in the "Items Available to be Gifted"
section.
If you knit or crochet, or would like to learn, we would love to have you join us as we make prayer shawls,
throws and hats for those needing reassurance and encouragement. We have not been meeting during the
pandemic, but are happy to help get you started at home!

If you’d like more information, please email us at IRCPrayerShawl@gmail.com.

Created 183 Items:

Gifted 118 Items:

Baby Blankets

10

Baby Blankets

8

Hat(s)

34

Hat(s)

34

Shawls

42

Shawls

33

Throws

98

Throws

44

The ministry has also crocheted and donated over 250 ear protectors/mask mates to Parrish Medical Center
and 80 to Titusville High School since the pandemic started.
Thank you to all the ladies who work so hard to bless others!

For more information about anything in The Care Ministries
Please contact Lisa at 321-267-7922 or lbaggett@ircumc.com
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Come Join us and our neighborhood Church Family for Lent Series beginning
Wednesday February 24th and continuing each Week on Wednesday nights as
we go through the series "Sermon on the Mount".
Wed., 24 February – Matthew 5:13-16 – Jerry Milner.—IRC UMC
Wed., 03 March – Matthew 5:17-20 – Charlie Watts -Mims UMC
Wed., 10 March – Matthew 5:21-32 – Joe Fisher.—St. Andrews
Wed., 17 March – Matthew 5:33-37 – David Charlton. - PSJ UMC
Wed., 24 March – Matthew 5:38-48 – Wayne Cook. -First UMC

General Conference Postponed
Pastor Jerry has sent us the latest information on General Conference. Below is the link for article
please take a moment and read.
General Conference postponed until
August 29 - September 6, 2022

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/General-Conference-Postponed-to-2022
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The Poland Perspective
Praise & Prayer for Ben & Krista Taylor Jan/Feb 2021

In the midst of the pandemic it is difficult to know what to
write. As we are sure is also true for you, this past year hasn’t
played out how we had dreamed or hoped and the year ahead is also
full of uncertainty. Through national quarantine, stay-at-home
orders, isolation, increased virtual expectations, vaccinations,
border closures… we remind ourselves of this truth, “Some trust
in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD
our God.” Psalm 20:7 Recently we have been studying the book of
Esther, and while the name of God is not mentioned even once
in the book, his sovereignty and orchestration of events is awe
inspiring. We believe he is still at work today, directing all of
human history for his purposes and glory. Only sometimes in
the midst of the story it is hard to see….
Our struggles:
So we wanted to share honestly our struggles as we live abroad,
attempting to minister in a foreign country during a pandemic. We
have suffered great loss of relationship, and ability to meet new people, which Ben’s student ministry is greatly based on – through
on campus evangelism. Our church community is small and our
meetings are restricted. Only one of us (Ben) is able to go to church.
Krista is able to attend a Bible study in person at our church on
Tuesdays. But we miss going to church with our family, and while
we do ‘home church’ with our kids we long for them to know the
greater community of God’s people. Many parents in our community are over-extended, as they work fulltime and now also need to teach
their children at home. The strain is leaving many parents too tired
to spend time with other people. While ZOOM can be a helpful
tool, it is not as effective or fulfilling as real-life conversation
and relationship. It is a poor substitute for the life-on-life relationships that God has created us for. We are still waiting for
Polish residency which means we can’t leave Poland. We miss
our families. Both of our parents would have visited this past
year but COVID cancelled those plans. This summer we were
planning to visit North American churches & supporters on
home assignment. Needless to say, for multiple reasons this is a
huge question mark right now.

Some highlights of the past few months include:
*Celebrating our oldest son’s 10th birthday!
*reconnecting with some of the guys that Ben has mentored & hope for future relationship with them.
*personal growth & ministry development, including a
course Ben is taking through Fellowship International.
*continued Bible study translations through Love God
Greatly, as Krista continues to lead the Polish team.
*despite almost everything being closed, we are able to go
hiking in the mountains with our kids which provides a
great mental break & physical activity.
Praise & Prayer Requests:
We are still waiting for our residency. It has been almost 3
years now. Please pray for a positive decision to be granted
soon.
That we would make wise decisions, regarding the virus,
relationships, government closures, church community, our
children, home assignment…
That God would reveal to us where He is at work in the
midst of this pandemic and how we can love people from
afar.

We’d love to hear from you! Please let us know how we can
pray for you or how the Lord is speaking to you during this
time. We look forward to the day we can meet again face
to face.
For His Kingdom,
Ben & Krista Taylor

Contact Info:

Our Hope:

Ben & Krista Taylor

We are reminded that our hope is in God alone, not a vaccine,
not in finally receiving residency, not in the re-opening of the
economy...though all of those things would be nice. He ALONE
is our hope & our salvation.

ul.Teczowa 3 | Radwanice | 55-010 | Poland
Cell phone 011 48 501 792 086 | www.benandkrista.net
Mission Agency:
Fellowship International | P.O.Box 457 | Guelph, ON N1H 6K9
Phone: 519-821-4830 | www,fekkiwship.ca
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Car Care Ministry 2020 Report
Car Care has been working hard and helping
so many last year. Car Care was closed April,
May & June due to COVID-19.
IRC Members

35

Other Church Members

92

Non Church Members

55

Total # Cars serviced

182

Total # of Saturdays

31

Average # of Volunteers

8

Average # of hours per week 5

Grand Total of Vehicles serviced

Sandi Bledsoe’s family

Jan 2002 thru Dec 2020

We want to share with all of you Sandi Bledsoe’s
newest granddaughter. We know Sandi is up in
heaven watching over Brandon, Jennifer, Kennedy &
Reagan with a huge smile. Brandon & Jennifer sent
us this postcard with their new baby Reagan and we
wanted to share with all of you.

4,784

WOW!!!! These truly are remarkable men &
women who volunteer to make a difference in
our community each week.
THANK YOU to each and everyone of you.

March 2021

Aaron & Judy Bass

03/02

53

Chris & Brenda Duffey

03/04

32

Randy & Laurie Carter

03/05

33

Carl & Amy Johnson

03/05

27

Mac & Susan Greer

03/05

33

Brian & Cris Roy

03/07

29

Wayne & Pat Lewis

03/08

53

Wayne & Mary Herring

03/10

7

Glen & Angela Koelling

03/12

16

Ted & Andrea Bruce

03/12

5

Brian & Bridgette Clements

03/16

24

Joe & Inez LeBlanc

03/17

33

Al & Lori Studt

03/18

Brett & Ilea Trahan

03/21

12

John & Barbara Sager

03/21

57

Michael & Elizabeth Thompson

03/21

6

Steve & Debi Stonewall

03/23

47

R.N & Karen Ball

03/25

64

Gregg & Brenda Hostetler

03/30

35

