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Bring People to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known! 

 

 
 
 
WELCOME JERRY & LISA MILNER  

Like Paul, Lisa and I come to you with happy hearts and encouraging spirits.  We’ve been married 37 years (she is very patient) 
and have two children – Leon (Rebecca) and Meghan (Chris).  Leon & Rebecca live in Sarasota and have two children, Elaina and 

Lilah.  Meghan & Chris live in Atlanta and have one child, Eleanor.  Our three granddaughters are our “happy place.”  

 
I grew up in Hicksville, Ohio, and attended Bethel Methodist in neighboring Cecil.  Lisa grew up in New Haven, Indiana, and at-
tended Salem UCC in Ft. Wayne.  I graduated from New Haven; she from Woodlan High School and later from Ball State Uni-

versity.  
 

 At 14 my parents divorced.  I needed more than the cookies and Kool-Aid god I knew from MYF (youth group).  A friend invited 

me to his Baptist church where I felt compelled to go to the front of the church and surrender my heart and pain to the Presence I 
felt in me.  A weight was lifted from me.  I told everyone what had happened.  One friend jokingly says I “witnessed to the water 

cooler.” 

As a teen God called me into ministry but I, like Jonah, went another way.  At Ohio State and in the Air Force my spiritual life 
cooled.  Then, God sent me to Carswell AFB where my grandparents had retired.  Grandma said, “We’ll pick you up at 8:30 for 
church.”  I couldn’t find an excuse so there we were.  We went to lunch with the pastor and, somehow, I became Ridglea UMC’s 

youth pastor.  
 After the Air Force, I worked in data communication and computers for AT&T Paradyne in Texas, Indiana, and Florida.  God 

called again though a men’s Bible study at Aldersgate UMC in Seminole, Florida.  After receiving a promotion and raise, I felt a 
voice asking: “Is it enough?”  I admitted that I was climbing the wrong ladder.  Again the Voice came: “It’s time.” And, I knew.  

I shared what had happened with Lisa.  I called my pastor who was excited and affirmed my call.  So did family in Ocala: “Well, it’s 

about time!”  I met with my district superintendent and was affirmed after interview by the district committee.  In 1994, Lisa and I 
sold our home and moved our little family to Kentucky to receive a Master of Divinity from Asbury Theological Seminary. 

 In 1998, we returned to Florida and served on staff at Pasadena Community Church in St. Pete.  We went on to serve Christ as the 

senior pastor at First UMC in Jacksonville, a decade at Trinity UMC in Sarasota, and our final 4-year appointment at Hudson 
FUMC.  In June of 2018 we retired from the Florida Annual Conference after 20 years of service and returned to Indiana to be 

near family. 

 “Retirement” allowed me to putter – I remodeled my brother’s bathroom, bought-repaired-sailed an Inland Cat sailboat, and fixed 
up Lisa’s mom’s place.  When I retired I was an undiagnosed diabetic with a blood sugar of 371 and had chronic back pain from a 

back injury.  Through the VA medical center my sugar is under control and the YMCA helped me drop to 210 eliminating my 

back pain. 
 “We make our plans, but the Lord orders our steps.”  Through a series of “God incidences” we’ve been led here to Indian River 
City UMC as your interim pastoral family.  Thank you for the warm and amazing welcome you’re already given us.  We look for-

ward to meeting you, building trust, and taking Christ into our hearts and to our community.  
 
 



                                                                             EXCITING INDIAN RIVER CITY CHURCH     February 2021 

CONNECTING!  CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES WINTER 2021 ADVENTURES HAVE BEGUN! 

One of the beautiful blessings of technology is accessibility of information.  With the push of a button or the click of a few keys, we can access 

news and details of all of the “goings on” of our church, our community and our schools.  We encourage each of you to please take a few 

minutes to connect with Children’s Ministries at Indian River City United Methodist Church on Facebook.  We update our content daily for our 

treasured families of every age, shape and size.  It is a “real-time, every day” way of connecting for all, no matter your comfort zone for connec-

tion.  Did you know that every Wednesday evening at 6:30 pm and every Saturday at 5:30 pm we premiere original Bible Lessons for Kids that 

we have prepared just for you and your family?  Since March 18, 2020, our Children’s Ministries has faithfully prepared and premiered a bank of 

materials designed to engage our families, near and far!  Thank you to all of our Children’s Ministries Leaders who work so hard in designing and 

preparing these forever and ever life lessons that can be accessed at any time!  In the car?  On the road?  At the beach?  On a couch?  Our Zip 

and Weekend Kids Online Lessons are ready for you!  Please check out our Video Section on our                                                                     

Children’s Ministries at Indian River City United Methodist Church Facebook Page!  We can’t wait to “see” you there! 

SHARING! 

Did you know that our Children Ministries is active on our campus and online 6 days a week?  With careful planning and partnership with our 

extraordinary Children’s Ministries Teachers, Leaders and Volunteers, we are excitedly and prayerfully enjoying Children’s Ministries Connec-

tions each and every day!  Our beloved and cherished Mom’s Morning Out classes are meeting in a safe and loving way 4 mornings a week.  

Bible Study care is offered to the sweet families of our community.  We are gratefully caring for our littles during MOPS Steering Team Leader 

Meetings and Night MOPS Meetings.  We are carefully and lovingly offering Sunday School classes in person and online for families wherever 

their hearts may be.  We know firsthand how much loving, safe, professional childcare and teaching can change the lives of families of any age.  

We want to help you connect with your group, your class or your team.                                                                                                             

Please contact Linda Benson, our Children’s Ministries Leader at 321-213-1013 with your childcare needs or queries today.  We welcome 

the opportunity to help you in any way we can respond to God’s calling on your life!   

VOLUNTEERING!  IN PERSON AND ONLINE VOLUNTEER COMMITMENTS NEEDED! 

Vacation Bible School can change lives by bringing the Great Good News of Jesus to children and families who might not ever hear of the Gift of 

Jesus!  We need you to help make Vacation Bible School 2021 a reality.  We are preparing for a Hybrid Vacation Bible School Experience and 

need dedicated volunteers with the heart for sharing Jesus’ Love,  Volunteers are needed for our In Person Experience and our Online Experi-

ence.  Please consider making a Forever and Ever Difference in the life of a child by volunteering for Vacation Bible School 2021!  The children 

of our church and community are counting on us to share our Love for Jesus with each and every one of them!  YOUR Commitment, Caring and 

Connection will make a difference to these children and their families!  We would love to have you on our 2021 team!  Please consider sharing 

your talents with us!  Serve by yourself, serve with a friend!                                                                                                                                  

Please contact Linda at 321-213-1013 or lbenson@ircumc.com with your interest — we need YOU!   

LENT AT HOME FOR OUR FAMILIES! 

Equipping our families!  We are excitedly preparing our Lent at Home Totes for the incredible families of our church and community!  

Filled to the brim with activities, suggestions and ideas for the young and young at heart to prepare our hearts for Lent and Easter!  Our 

Lent at Home Totes to Go will be ready on February 14th, 15th, 16th & 17th.  We encourage you to RSVP to Linda at 321-213-1013 to re-

serve your tote asap.  Supplies are limited.  Pick Up will be at the Children’s Ministries Treasure Table on February 14th from 9-12:30, the 

front office on February 15th, 9-12, the front office on February 16th, 1:30 to 3 and on February 17th, the Nursery, Room 14 in the Court-

yard, 6-8.  Please contact Linda Benson today @ 321-213-1013 or lbenson@ircumc.com 

SPREADING THE GOOD NEWS! 

People helping kids!  Let’s make this the Best Year Ever of “People helping kids!”  This month’s Children’s Ministries Focus is upon the ministry 

of Heifer International!  The awesome kids of our congregation are trying to raise enough funds in Sunday School this month to provide a 

family in need with a flock of chicks that could eventually bless their family with eggs and food.  We welcome your extra pennies, nickels 

and dimes toward our cause.  Kids helping people!  People helping kids!  Kids helping kids!  Look for the little collection box on the Chil-

dren’s Ministries Treasure Table this weekend.  There are SO many ways we can help the children of our precious community and around 

the world!  No matter your ability, aptitude, financial means or time availability, there is a way God can use YOU to help the children He 

loves so very, very much!  Please contact Linda to find out more how we can make this the Best Year Ever of “People helping kids!”    

Please call/text Linda Benson 321-213-1013 today to find out what may be the best fit for YOU! 

March — Easter Egg Hunt currently-scheduled for March 27th @ 11:00 am on our IRCUMC Campus!   

April — Registration is currently-scheduled to open for our Vacation Bible School and Summer Blast Creative Arts & Sports En-

richment Camp! 

June — Vacation Bible School 2021!  Currently-scheduled for June 21st through 25th!  

July — Summer Blast Creative Arts & Sports Enrichment Camp 2021!  Currently-scheduled for July 19th through 23rd! 

 

Our Student Registration Form link is found at www.ircumc.com under Ministries & Groups under Children!   2 minutes & done! 
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Student Ministries News! 
Bringing Students to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known! 

For more information about anything in Student  Ministries, 
Please contact Dominick at 386-337-9850 or dmucci@ircumc.com 

  

We made it!!! It’s a new year and I am excited to see all the new developments that will happen in 2021. My prayer is that it will go 

well and that the church can flourish during this time period. Keep praying for Refuge Student Ministries as we do our best to enrich 

the lives of teens by helping them to know Jesus and to make him known. If you have any ideas on groups that we can reach this year 

with our youth group, please drop me a line. We will pray about it and seek where the Lord is sending us! This ministry can’t hap-

pen without the support of the church and its people and we’re grateful for the help that has been provided but more is always need-

ed. If you have an interest in serving teens let me know and we can have a meeting to see where you would fit into our ministry! The 

more leaders we have and opportunities to reach them the more our youth group can grow!  

Events coming up:  

February 3
rd
 6:30-8:00pm Nerf Wars bring your own to Wesley Hall Gym.  

February 7
th
 10:30-11:00am Confirmation Info Class join us to learn more about Jesus and the United Methodist Church in RM 

215/216 in Wesley Hall Gym. Flyers are in info stand in the sanctuary please take one.  

February 10
th
 Valentines Fondue Night 6:30-8:00pm Wesley Hall Gym.   

Confirmation class starts on February 14
th
 9:30-10:30 am in RM 218 in Wesley Hall Gym.  

February 17
th
 6:30-8:00pm Bingo Night in Wesley Hall Gym.  

February 20
th
 Fishing by Pier 22 restaurant meet there at 6:30-8:00pm and bring a pole and bait if you have it.  

February 24
th
 6:30-8:00pm Slime Night in Wesley Hall Gym.  

February 26
th
 Confirmation Retreat leave church in front off at 4:45pm return back at 2:00pm on February 28

th
.   

Invite your friends to the activities so we have the opportunity to share Jesus with them and also be a part of their lives!  

 

If you have a teen that would like to join our text service tell them to join our Remind txt group at 81010 and in the message tab put 

@refugeuth on their phones. Ages 12 will need a parent to join for them as there is an age limit set to 13. This text group gives re-

minders of upcoming events and information needed in participating with the youth group! Wed Night Youth – 6:30-7:30pm at 

church in the courtyard , Sunday School – 9:30-10:30am in RM 215/216 in Wesley Hall and on                                                  

Zoom the Meeting ID is: https://zoom.us/j/93026897344 , Pass: Domraps. Hope to see you in class but if not we have the option of 

being online too! Thanks for reading, participating, being you, and your continual prayers on behalf of Refuge Student Ministries talk 

to you real soon God Bless!  

 
15 Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal 

life residing in him” (1 John 3:15). 

I  would say hate has no place in the kingdom of God nor in our hearts because it doesn’t fulfill what Jesus said in loving one anoth-

er. If we have hate then we need to repent of it and make amends with God, our neighbors, and even ourselves. Prayer for today: 

God help me to reconcile with those whom I have hurt and who have hurt me and love them the way you do in Jesus mighty name 

amen.  

  

https://zoom.us/j/93026897344
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Adult Ministries News! 
Bringing Adults to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known! 

For more information about anything in Adult Ministries, 
Please contact Dawn Schissler at 321-267-7922 or dschissler@ircumc.com 

EnCOURAGEment for the Journey 
Darlissa Salazar shared the following Scripture passage that encourages her in times of challenge.  As you read this ask your-

self,    Do I focus more on my fears and circumstances or on my faith and trust in Jesus? 
The disciples were in a boat crossing the lake when a storm came up.  Jesus was on a mountainside by himself praying.  

“During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake.  When the disciples saw him walking on the 
lake they were terrified.  “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately said to them:   

“Take COURAGE!  It is I.  Don’t be afraid.”   “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”  “Come,” 
he said.  Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus.  But when he saw the wind, he 

was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”   Matthew 14:22-30 
 
Men’s Groups 
 Monday Men’s Group – 6:30pm, Wesley Room 210, Pat Craanen- 321/693-0391 
 Friday Men’s Group – 6:30am, Wesley Studio 153, Mark Peterson- 321/693-2816 
 Car Care – Men needed to help with simple auto repairs and maintenance, Saturdays, 
  9:00am – Noon.  Contact Mark at 321/693-693-2816 
 Church Campus – our Wesley Team welcomes help with projects & work on campus. 
   Contact Ken or Neill at 321/267-7922x18 or nrichardson@ircumc.com. 
SUPER BOWL PARTY -  
February 7, 2021 6pm—10pm Courtyard - bring your own food, drinks & chair.  Come to cheer your team and fellowship.    
 
Library Book Chat 
The next in person Book Chat will be held on Friday, February 19, at 11:00am in the Music Room.   
The book being discussed is Desperate Hope by Elizabeth Camden.                                   
An extra copy of the book is available in the Church Library.    Bring a friend and join us! 
RSVP to debteach50@gmail.com.    
 
United Methodist Women 
The United Methodist Women (UMW) is a network of women of all ages who meet for fellowship, activities and service and 
invite other women to join them.  UMW also provides a connection to missions around the world and in our community as 
well as connecting to the larger UMW district. 

There are four Circle groups (small groups) that meet monthly from January – May.   Ladies are welcome to join one 
of the circles for their next in person meetings. 

 Susannah:  Monday, Feb. 22 @ 6:30pm in Wesley Studio 153 
 Doras/Ruth: Tuesday, Feb. 16 @ 10:00am in Wesley Studio 153 
 Lydia: Tuesday, Feb. 16 @7:00pm in Port St. John (DJ Olson’s Home) 
 Martha: Every Wednesday in February @ 10:00am Wesley Studio 153 & Room 115 
Quarterly Unit Meetings are a time when all groups meet together around a specific focus.    
The next Unit Meeting is Tuesday, Feb. 2 at 10:00am in Wesley Studio 153.  All women are welcome to attend and bring a 
friend.  Social Distancing & mask guidelines are followed.  
Service projects connect the Circle Groups with people to whom they are sharing the love of Christ.  For the past ten years the 
Lydia Circle has provided parties for the residents of “Friends at Home”, a nursing home in Port St. John.  They share gifts, food 
and Christmas music.  Because of Pandemic restrictions they are not able to hold in person parties, however, they continue to 
drop off food and gifts for the 12-15 residents.  The Dorcas/Rutch Circle filled Christmas stockings for some of our church 
members who are homebound.  The additional gifts were donated to the Senior Center for distribution. 
 
Contact Mindy Ritz-Owen (mindyleeritz@gmail.com) or Sue Ceriale ( 321-690-2234) to join a circle or for more information 
about United Methodist Women.  You may also check out their booklet on the church website at www.ircumc.com.   

mailto:nrichardson@ircumc.com
mailto:debteach50@gmail.com
mailto:mindyleeritz@gmail.com
http://www.ircumc.com
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For more Information about anything in the Financial Ministry of Indian River City 
Please contact Kelley at 321-267-7922 @ Extension 15 or kmclester@ircumc.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewarding your best year ever… 
“Stewardship is not only a matter of faithful giving but of faithful living.  In response to the Gospel, we submit our lives to the 

rule of God, to the lordship of Christ, and to the direction of the Holy Spirit, so that we may be the people God wants us to be 

and have the lives God wants us to have.” Mark Allan Powell, author of “Giving to God”   Though it’s not the most common 

use of the word, steward is also a verb, an action word.  We steward all that God has entrusted to us, making choices that, as 

Mark Allan Powell says, helps us “be the people God wants us to be and have the lives God wants us to have.” 
 

 

2021 Focus—”Reaching People with Jesus” 
What makes up or 2021 Budget?   Let’s look at tow of the many components. 

Property, Buildings, & Grounds Maintenance & Utilities 

This portion represents 20% of our total budget 

Without these types of expenses we could not house people for worship, bible studies, our Kid’s Place ministry, youth and 

children activities, community events, and much more.  The many buildings and grounds help us accomplish this in Titusville, 

FL.    

 

 

Missional Outreach Ministries 

This portion represents 43% of our total budget 

Our missions budget helps supports the larger church with our apportionments, our local Special Gathering group, 

local Prison Book Ministry, along with our missionaries.  Worship/Tech Ministry is also included in this area.  Our 

online and campus worship services every week reaches people on campus and world wide.  Worship presents us 

an opportunity to stay relevant and invitational by bringing the Word of Christ to our community and world.   

December 31, 2020 Monthly YTD

Operating Income 110,460.64$ 908,283.87$     Missionary Support 33,447.80$                        

PPP Loan Income 134,652.23$ 134,652.23$     Food Pantry 10,490.00$                        

Total Income 245,112.87$ 1,042,936.10$  Helping Hands 15,500.00$                        

Operating Expenses 116,065.62$ 976,558.45$     UM Children's Home 11,076.31$                        

Balance 129,047.25$ 66,377.65$        These are special donations that are above and beyond the regular tithe

Total Cash Accounts: Operating Budget for 1/21 86,058.00$                        

Designated Accounts: Operating Receipts 43,581.54$                        

Cash Flow Balance: Remaining Needed 42,476.46$                        

Financial Recap

566,443.88$                                  

2020 YTD Second Mile Giving

Operating/Designated Cash Assets: January Receipts as of 1/22/21

305,457.95$                                  

260,985.93$                                  
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Care Ministries News! 

For more information about anything in The Care Ministries 
Please contact Lisa at 321-267-7922 or lbaggett@ircumc.com 

 

Giving Opportunities 

North Brevard Charities is in need of new or unopened packages of diapers and wipes for babies and 

adults that can help Titusville area families who are struggling financially!                                        

Brevard Charities Sharing Center, 4475 South Hopkins Avenue, Titusville, FL 32780.                         

They are open from 9:00am to 3:00 pm Monday through Saturday.                                                     

Questions? Call North Brevard Sharing Center at 321-269-6555. 
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Glynn & Kay Patterson  02/02 53 

Harold & Adel Davidson  02/05 38 

Joseph & Melanie Turnbach 02/05 27 

Terry & Kathie Coon  02/06 49 

Lynn & Kathy Smith  02/07 45 

Steve & Renee Clark  02/08 24 

Bill & Maureen Corristan  02/08 18 

William & Mary Thornton  02/08 29 

Pete & Jean Breemen  02/12 

Lee & Martha Hedrick  02/12 27 

Buddy & Michele Lancaster 02/13 28 

John & Beverly Herzog  02/13 28 

Jerry & Anne Quesada  02/14 19 

Will & Donna Neill  02/15 30 

Bob & Pam Wood  02/17 20 

Don & Kathy Human  02/17 26 

Bob & Janice Pound  02/18 53 

John & Laura Parker  02/20 39 

Andy & Virginia Lawrence  02/21 73 

George & Peggy Mosakowski 02/24 

Bill & Karen Gillespie Jr.  02/26 44 

Shannon & Jean Black  02/27 23 

Thomas & Patricia Claybaugh 02/29 36 

Henry & Diane Brown  02/29 28 

Parables? 

A parable is a simple story that teaches us about God in our 

everyday life.  About a third of Jesus’ teachings are nestled 

inside of parables because stories teach and are easy to re-

member.  Often, Jesus uses nature or our human nature to 

pull back the curtain on greater spiritual truths. 

 

As Lisa and I begin our ministry at IRC, our role is to remind 

all of us that Christ and His teaching are central to our jour-

ney as Christians.  At every stage of spiritual growth these 

simple stories reveal deep truths about life.  What you can 

glean as a child is not the lesson you’ll take away as a young 

adult or senior.  But, each lesson is valuable and, when the 

student is ready, the teacher (Holy Spirit) will come. 

 

Maybe nuggets of gold from a woman baking bread (the par-

able of the Leaven), a man knocking on his neighbor's door 

(the parable of the Friend at Night), or the aftermath of a 

roadside mugging (the parable of the Good Samaritan) have 

helped you understand life a little better.  But wait!  There’s 

MORE! 

 

I hope you’ll join us each week as we sit at Jesus’ feet and 

explore our life together. 

Blessings and joy, 

…pastor Jerry 
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