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Bring People to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known!
Hi there! Welcome to NOVEMBER 2020! Wasn’t the Devotion great today?! One thing I look forward to every
single morning is seeing you in THE UPPER ROOM! That connection really means a lot to me and my day!
Thanks for everything you are doing and all the ways you are doing them to help us “Bring People to Jesus to
Know Him and Make Him Known!” with every bit of our property, programs and people!

In these uncertain times in which we are living, there are some certainties! By the time you and I read this
month’s newsletter, we may or may not have a new president but we know most definitely we will have a president! We’re living in some extra strange and uncertain times! We don’t know what’s happening in the world! The
news seems to change almost daily! We get conflicting information from every source! We don’t know how long
and how far this COVID-19 is going to continue spreading! We have no idea how much longer the social constraints will be place or how long we will all wear masks as we go about the community! Are we really entering a
cool-weather surge of infections and case?! We’re not sure how to make wise decisions without all the information we need! SSSSSSSOOOOOO...with all these uncertainties we must look for what we can count on!
When so many things are uncertain, we can remain certain of this one truth: God is in control! I know that I have
to keep telling myself that and sometimes I need others to help me remember it! The Bible says, “Brothers and
sisters, be patient until the Lord comes again. See how farmers wait for their precious crops to grow.
They wait patiently for fall and spring rains. You, too, must be patient. Don’t give up hope. The Lord will
soon be here. Brothers and sisters, stop complaining about each other, or you will be condemned. Realize that the judge is standing at the door!” (James 5:7-9)
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSOOOOOOOOOOOOO...Why does James remind us so many times in this passage
that the Lord is coming back?! Because it’s the ultimate proof that God is in control! History is God’s story! It’s
not circular! There is no circle of life. History is linear, and it’s moving towards a climax! God has a plan! God has
a purpose! And one day Jesus is going to return! Everything is on schedule. We don’t know when he’s coming
back, but the Bible talks more about Jesus’ second coming than it does about his first coming! That means it
should change how you and I live our lives day after day! We should be living with great expectation!
Although the situation may seem out of control and what you’re going through may be painful, nothing is beyond
God’s control! Be patient. God’s timing is perfect. He’s never late. He is always in control! The J.B. Phillips translation says, “Be patient, resting your hearts on the ultimate certainty!” (James 5:8) Again...I have to be reminded of this too! When my treatments are causing me considerable daily pain my patience runs a little short!
My hope bucket runs a little dry and I’m not sure God knows what is happening! That’s when I have re-orient myself and focus on the certainties of Jesus Christ in my life and my life in Jesus Christ!
WWWWWWWWEEEEEEEEEELLLLLLLLLLL...What’s the ultimate certainty?! That’s a really GREAT QUESTION! THANKS FOR ASKING! Jesus is going to come back one day! That’s a certainty! Nothing’s going to
stop that! Knowing that history is under God’s control and that Jesus has promised to return should give us all
the confidence we need in these uncertain times! When we feel like we can’t count on anything else, count on
this: GOD’S GOT THIS! And Jesus will come back one day soon to make all things right and new!

For us to continue becoming more like Jesus, we must “resolve to know nothing except Jesus Christ while
we’re here!” (1 Corinthians 2:2) If we keep focused on that one thing we can more easily identify the “lesser
things” that steal our time, talents, treasure and things from focusing on God’s “GREATER THINGS!” Let’s give
all we are and all we have to “Bring People to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known!”
NNNNNNNOOOOOWWWWWWW...that’s RADICAL!

Bill
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Children’s Ministry News!
Bringing Children to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known!

A time of Hope, Thankfulness, Promise and Expectation! Fall is here and with it, a season of Thanksgiving and excitement that
“Christmas is Coming!” Every day in Children’s Ministries at IRCUMC, we are celebrating the strength of relationships, the opportunities to equip our cherished families with materials that help them serve as the key discipleship leaders of their households and God’s
Guidance in bringing fun, friends and fellowship to the children of our church and community!
We celebrate every class that opens, each small group supported by loving childcare and the opportunities for camaraderie and
friendship on our beloved campus! Our Mom’s Morning Out students are flourishing under the new care and structure of our 4
mornings a week program with smaller class sizes! Our Sunday School rooms are happily open to the smallest of our students
(Baby Dawson, you are a treasure to us!) to our upcoming Preteen Class beginning Sunday mornings in December! We honor and
value the boundless energy of familiar and new faces that come around the corner and are humbly grateful for the trust of the parents and families who place their cherished children in our care!
Our “Reimagining and Renewal” Season of reaching children is bearing wonderful fruit! We are excited to be able to offer Community Missions and Connections to our Church Family! Our IRCUMC Children’s Ministries helps sponsor the Kindness Club at Pinewood Elementary, serves on the School Board at our fabulous Kids’ Place Christian Learning Center and is a Community Representative for the School Advisory Committees of both Imperial Estates’ Elementary School and Andrew Jackson Middle School!
We are thrilled to partner with Coquina Elementary School and Imperial Estates Elementary School under the guidance of Christine
Luecking for our Praying Friends for Teachers Ministry – we welcome additional praying partners! We loved every moment of our
terrific Fall Outreach “Treat Street, A Drive Through Trunk or Treat Experience” and are so grateful for every single volunteer and
partner! We are excitedly preparing our “Christmas is Coming!” Family Advent and Birthday Party for Jesus Celebration Packages!
We can’t wait to celebrate the Advent and Christmas Seasons with all! We are happily collecting Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes for children in need around our great big beautiful world!

Gatherings, safely and securely, are underway in Children’s Ministries! We are grateful for the accommodation of all our families of
our contactless check-in system and new protocols! We enthusiastically welcome every child who sets foot on our campus and
gladly adjust Student/Teacher ratios in response!
Our December Christmas Season Parents’ Nights Out are set for our Saturday evenings in December and we can’t wait! Christmas movies, crafts, games, fun – all designed to celebrate the Birthday of Jesus together, safely and securely! Interested? Please
contact Linda at 321-213-1013 right away to secure your spot! Spaces are limited!
Treasuring the Faithful! We say prayers every day for the kind, thoughtful, caring and generous members of our congregation and
community! For every project, every Sunday School class, every adventure, we are lovingly-supported by a treasured volunteer
family! From Miss Naomi of our Sunday School Crafts to Miss Mary of our Birthday Card Ministry to Angie, Jacob, Shelley and Brian who have prepared Treat Bags for our Treat Street adventures for 6 WEEKS and to every other faithful helper in between! YOU
are treasured. YOU are cherished. YOU are helping Jesus paint an exciting and amazing church experience for the children of our
world. God has BIG plans for the children in our care – thank you for all pitching in, church family, to shine Jesus’ Light for our wonderful community! Dear Lord, Thank You for Your Protection, for Your Plans, for Your Love and for Your Peace! We honor You!
We praise You! We turn to You always and forever! In Jesus’ most precious and beautiful name, AMEN!
Please keep up with “EVERYTHING Children” by following our Children’s Ministries at Indian River City United Methodist Church
Facebook Page! Up-to-date, filled to the brim, prepared with LOVE!

God had special plans for me even before I was born! Galatians 1:15

For more information about anything in Children’s Ministries,
Please contact Linda at 321-213-1013 or lbenson@ircumc.com
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Student Ministries News!
Bringing Students to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known!

HIGHLIGHTED ACTIVITES FOR NOVEMBER 2020

Hello Readers,
I’m looking forward to Thanksgiving and spending quality time with family and friends. This November is one to be thankful
for having food on the table as some do not. We like to give back and show compassion towards others by helping with Operation Christmas Child Boxes through the IRCUMC Children’s Ministries! Instructions are on Refuge Student Ministries Facebook page for giving Nov 1 at 9 AM EST – Nov 14 at 6 PM EST to Children’s Ministries before, during, after Sunday services
at the treasure table. Contact Linda Benson for more info or helping out with OCC.
I predict a lot of campfires coming up this winter! Looking forward to a change of season, smores, hot chocolate and all the
good things that makes this season special. I always say Jesus is the reason for the season so let’s be thankful Jesus came to
earth for you and I to give us all a new life who believe in him as Lord and Savior! My question for you is what are you
thankful for and does it give you a reminder to continue to be thankful?
There are some activities coming up that I’m happy to share with you! This gives us as a church an opportunity to be in the
lives of teens and parents who need to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ. One being our Thanksgiving pre-package potluck on
Nov 18th 6:30-8:00pm. We invite parents of teens to come out so that we can get to know them better and bond through
games and prayer! Also were planning to do some Kayaking at Haulover Canal on Nov 14th 7:15-9:15pm for $50.00 in a seethrough kayak. Look for sign ups on our student ministries page on IRCUMC.com or on our Facebook page. Deadline for Kayak signs up will be on Nov. 7th and potluck list will be on Refuge FB page. Can’t wait to see you, your parents, and those going to our fun activities coming up soon!
A tv series I challenge you to watch this month is on your phones via an app called CHOSEN and it has given me a new perspective on the gospel. The reason being is I have connected with the characters in the show by seeing how they lived during Jesus’s times and how real they are as people. It even shown me how Jesus would have acted in everyday life with those
around him! Check it out and let me know what you think!
If you have a teen that would like to join our text service tell them to join our Remind txt group at 81010 and in the message
tab put @refugeuth on their phones. Ages 12 will need a parent to join for them as there is an age limit set to 13. This text
group gives reminders of upcoming events and information needed in participating with the youth group! Wed Night Youth
– 6:30-7:30pm at church in the courtyard , Sunday School – 9:30-10:30am in RM 215/216 in Wesley Hall and on Zoom the
Meeting ID is: https://zoom.us/j/93026897344 , Pass: Domraps. Hope to see you in class but if not we have the
option of being online too! Thanks for reading, participating, being you, and your continual prayers on behalf
of Refuge Student Ministries talk to you real soon God Bless!

Scripture: Colossians 3:15 - And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.!

For more information about anything in Student Ministries,
Please contact Dominick at 386-337-9850 or dmucci@ircumc.com
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Adult Ministries News!

Bringing Adults to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known!

“THE JOURNEY”
Looking, Learning & Living, Leading on Life’s Journey!
Looking Forward. Keeping our Eyes on Jesus.
“Our Christian HOPE is that we are going to live with Christ in a new earth, where there is not only no more death, but
where life is what it was always meant to be.” - Timothy Keller
Revelation 21:1-5 offers us energizing HOPE as we glance at our current surroundings
and gaze on what is ahead for us as believers in Christ.
“I saw a new heaven and a new earth, because the first heaven and earth had disappeared, and the sea was gone.
Then I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, dressed like a bride ready for her husband. I
heard a loud voice from the throne say, “God lives with humans! God will make His home with them, and they will be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There won’t be any more
death. There won’t be any grief, crying, or pain, because the first things have disappeared.” The One sitting on the Throne
said, “I AM making everything new.” He said, “Write this: ‘These words are faithful and true.’”
Keep looking forward
with HOPE! Keep your eyes on Jesus with HOPE!

Happening Now
A few of our small groups began meeting in Wesley Hall in mid -October. Group members were happy to be able to
meet in person and graciously complied with the guidelines requested by the Florida Conference. If your group (of 10 or less)
would like to meet on campus please contact Dawn to schedule a location, day and time.
The United Methodist Women’s Fall Bazaar is being held, rain or shine, on Saturday, November 7, from 9:00am –
3:00pm at the Double Pavilion at Sand Point Park. Invite your friends and shop for beautiful handcrafted holiday treasures and
yummy baked goodies!
Proceeds go to support local and other mission projects supported by the group.
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) is holding a Junk in the Trunk sale on Saturday, November 7, from 9:00am – Noon
in the Church front parking lot. Pay a donation to fill a bag ($2 small bag, $5 large bag) of clothes, toys and more. Since MOPS
is not able to hold their annual Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser they are planning an online Pasta Fundraiser. More details will be
available on the MOPS Facebook page.
Men’s Groups are being held on campus Monday evenings at 6:30 pm in Wesley Hall Room 210 (Contact Pat Craanen
at 321/693-0391) and Friday mornings at 6:30am under the Car Care Carport (Contact Mark Peterson at 321/693-2816).
The Church Library, located off the courtyard breezeway, will be open on Sunday mornings before and after church
services. It will be a self –checkout system.

Looking Ahead
One thing that is certain in life is Change! The other rock solid certainty in a Christian’s life is that GOD and HIS
WORD NEVER CHANGE! Therefore, as Adult Ministry takes a look into 2021, our emphasis will be to challenge adults to a
more intentional and deeper personal relationship with Jesus Christ. If we are going to bring the HOPE of Jesus to an ever
changing world we will need to find our confidence and courage through our knowledge of the truth of God’s Word. We will
do this through both personal and group opportunities.
But let’s not wait until 2021! Let’s begin now to commit or recommit to reading the Bible daily. When reading the
Upper Room, or other devotional, take the time to read the suggested Scripture passage. And find another person or two to
join you on the Journey as God leads you along new paths of adventure and understanding in your faith.
If you’re not sure where or how to begin this adventure, I would be blessed to talk with you!

For more information about anything in Adult Ministries,
Please contact Dawn Schissler at 321-267-7922 or dschissler@ircumc.com
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Managing God’s Time, Talent, Treasures & Things!
Bringing People to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known!

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights,
who does not change like shifting shadows. He chose to give us birth through the word of truth
that we might be a kind of first fruits of all he created.
James 1: 17-18

A few announcements…….
2020 Giving Statements
If you would like a giving statement prior to the year- end please email me at kmclester@ircumc.com.
This allows you an opportunity to see what you have given for 2020 and to make additional gifts as you
feel led to do. The End of Year statements will be mailed out by middle of January 2021. All donations
for 2020 need to be in the office or postmarked by December 31, 2020. Thank you for your generosity
for this year.
2021 Offering Envelopes
The 2021 offering envelopes will be available starting November 22 nd on the patio on Sundays. If you
want to continue to receive these please plan to pick up on the patio or stopping by the office. For those
who have switch to online giving, if you would like to discontinue the use of pre-printed envelopes you
can email me at kmclester@ircumc.com to let me know. You will be assigned an online giving number
starting in 2021.
Ways to Give
We encourage you to continue tithing and sacrificially giving your treasures as you feel led. Here at Indian River City UMC we offer multiple ways of giving.
Online Giving at www.ircumc.com/giving
Sunday morning using our offering baskets
By mail: at 1355 Cheney Hwy. Titusville, FL 32780

September 2020
Monthly

YTD

Capital Improvement

Operating Income

$ 67,950.82

$

659,722.26

Beginning Balance

$

58,762.54

Operating Expenses

$ 66,796.44

$

712,149.52

Monthly Income

$

545.00

Balance

$

1,154.38

$

(52,427.26)

Monthly Expenses

$

-

PPP Loan Plan

$

-

$

131,198.99

Ending Balance

$

59,307.54

Balance

$

1,154.38

$

78,771.73

Operating/Designated Cash Assets:

Second Mile Giving

Total Cash Accounts:

$

311,706.44

Missionary Support

$

655.00

Designated Accounts:

$

229,546.18

Food Pantry

$

225.00

Cash Flow Balance:

$

541,252.62

Helping Hands

$

645.00

These are special donations that are above and beyond the regular
tithe

For more Information about anything in the Financial Ministry of Indian River City
Please contact Kelley at 321-267-7922 @ Extension 15 or kmclester@ircumc.com
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Care Ministries News!
Bringing People to Jesus by Bringing Jesus to People!

NEW At-Home MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY
Is the COVID Pandemic keeping you at home much more than you would like?
Are you feeling isolated from the church? Is God calling you to minister to
others? If so, we have the perfect way for you to serve God! Become a
“Prayer Friend” for local teachers. Our teachers are facing greater challenges this year than ever before. They are in need of prayer! As a “Prayer
Friend” you will be assigned 3-5 local teachers to pray for and send
notes of encouragement to throughout the school year. If you’d like
to,you could also send small gifts of appreciation (book
marks,treats,etc.).
Please contact Christine Luecking @321-750-3633 or Linda Benson @321-213
-1013 for more information about this great opportunity!

1Thessalonians 5:16-18-“Be joyful always: pray continually; give thanks in
all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”

For more information about anything in The Care Ministries
Please contact Lisa at 321-267-7922 or lbaggett@ircumc.com

EXCITING INDIAN RIVER CITY CHURCH

NOVEMBER 2020

BACK-TO-THE BUILDING!

Hi there! Hope you are enjoying the first few days of Fall-Like weather! We wanted to update
you on our progress in opening our facilities and re-launching our Campus Activities as the
COVID-19 progresses! We have started 2 of our Sunday Worship Experiences - We have indoor and outdoor seating for both our 9:30AM and 11:00AM ON-CAMPUS SERVICES! We are
still following the CDC Guidelines along with our Florida Conference Guidelines and those things
established and still in place by our National, State and Local Government and Health Departments! So we continue to wear masks throughout the services practice spacng ourselves out
across the Sanctuary. We continue filming our ON-LINE EXPERIENCE in the Sanctuary and
across the community! We are generally at capacity for our 9:30AM Experience but still have
plenty of room at our 11:00AM Experience for you and yours! We have resumed our Children’s
and Youth Sunday School Opportunities! Most of our Administrative TEAMS continue to hold
their meetings via ZOOM due to concerns expressed by TEAM Members about gathering in
confined spaces. Recently we opened our Office Lobby to guests on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays 9:00AM-12:00PM. We really look forward to seeing you and assisting you when
you come! Our Wednesday Night bible Study continues to grow slowly since we moved to the
Sanctuary! Our Choir has resumed limited practicing in the Sanctuary and spacing themselves
out across the room! Good to see them! Our Music TEAM continues to amaze with their creative use of their time and talents! Thanks to your ongoing generosity we are making ministry &
mission happen week after week! Thanks for everything you do and all the ways you do them!

For more information about our steps and stages “Back-To-The-Building!” check
the WEEKLY E-BLAST! Got questions?! Ask Bill at bill@ircumc.com

Campus Operations!

Bringing People to Jesus by Creating a Welcoming Environment!
•
•

•
•
•

Our campus is getting cleaner and our grass is getting greener! Thanks to our Maintenance TEAM!
We are continuing to monitor and maintain our beautiful campus! Lots of hard work is happening!
We have some beautiful new plantings around The Sanctuary Area for all to appreciate and enjoy!
Lots of needed general maintenance and improvements are being completed and more scheduled!
All our Campus Air Conditioning Units are serviced and geared up for the hot summer months!
Our Church & Kids’ Place Staff are taking extra precautionary measures and working extra long and
hard to provide a clean and safe environment for our families, friends and folks! God bless us all!

For more information about Campus Operations and How You Can Help...
Please contact Ken Grosse at 321-543-6420 or kgrosse@ircumc.com
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We are still trying to find our new ‘normal’ as 2020 has sent us
all for a loop! As we try to decipher what ministry will look like
this fall, in the midst of the pandemic, the Lord has been kind
in revealing himself at work in our midst. We have several
challenges facing us as well, and we’d appreciate your continued prayers in these matters!
FALL HAPPENINGS In Poland university students return to
campus in October. So Ben is still praying about what student
ministry will look like this fall. Many of the universities will have
online classes and it is unclear whether he will be able to do
evangelism on campus. He would love to start an English bible
study for students, please pray for interest and engagement as
students return. But the pandemic has allowed us to spend
more time with our neighbours. There are 2 young families that
live near us that have kids, and a few weeks ago Ben was able
to share the gospel with both of the dads!!! One of the families
is interested in visiting our church and while rejecting the
‘church’ both of them are open spiritually! Please pray for continued relationship and conversations!
SCHOOL For many ‘returning to school’ is a relief and a welcome part of family life. Unfortunately this is not our reality.
The schools are overcrowded and while our kids are back at
school ‘in person’ we have 4 different kids, at 2 different
schools, on 4 different schedules. 2-3 of our kids are always at
home, and we need to do 3+ school runs a day. Each child
can start and end each day of the school week at a different
time! We are meeting with the principal soon to discuss a point of
conflict over bringing 2 of our boys home 1 day a week, 1 hour early. Please pray for us as we pray about options for schooling our
kids in the future. RESIDENCY We have been waiting over 2 1/2
years for our residency to be approved. Many of you may remember us asking for prayer about this last summer while we were on
home assignment! We have recently hired a lawyer to intervene in
our case. Please pray that this would prompt the Polish government offices to fulfill their legal obligations!

OTHER ISSUES There are a few other logistical issues that we are
dealing with in connection to living in a foreign land. Please pray for
us in this as well!
Thank you for praying for us and for your very kind financial support! You are helping ministry & mission happen! Thank you for
remembering us! God bless you a lot!

CONTACT INFORMATION: Ben & Krista Taylor ul. Tec-

zowa 3 | Radwanice | 55-010 | POLAND Cell Phone:

BY BRINGING JESUS TO PEOPLE!

011 48 501 792 086 | www.benandkrista.net email
us! ben@benandkrista.net or kristataylor14@gmail.com

