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Bring People to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known! 

Hi there!  Welcome to JULY 2020!  Wasn’t the Devotion great today?!  One thing I look forward to every single 
morning is seeing you in THE UPPER ROOM!  That connection really means a lot to me and my day!  Thanks for 
everything you are doing and all the ways you are doing them to help us “Bring People to Jesus to Know Him and 

Make Him Known!” with every bit of our property, programs and people! 
 

I don’t know about you but for me the last few months my “home” has become a real “sanctuary!” to me at the 
end of the day!  I always enter and exit through the garage!  Garage door openers are amazing things, aren’t 

they?!  When we come home after a long day at work, we can just drive right in and close the door, ensuring that 
we don’t have to see another soul before we reach the comfort of our hacienda!  It can also become too easy a 

way to separate ourselves from those that share our community! 
 

BBBBBBUUUUTTTTTTTT...during a pandemic that convenience can keep Christians from following one of the 
most basic commands in the Bible: “If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself,’ you are doing right!” (James 2:8)  During this time, folks just like us have been extra kind to me 

during this time!  Some have provided really great meals!  Lots of folks have sent cards!  Some have crafted cus-
tom-made face masks with lots and lots of love to ready me for the time we begin to meet together again!  I really 
know what Jesus was talking about when he commanded you and me to love our neighbor!  “Love your neighbor 

as yourself!”  It’s such a simple command, yet lots of us don’t even know our neighbors...and it’s really hard to 
love somebody we don’t even know!  This is a time to connect with them!   

 

Did you know that God enjoys watching the people he created have fellowship with each other?!  The Bible 
says, “Each of you will invite your neighbor to come and enjoy peace and security, surrounded by your 

vineyards and fig trees!” (Zechariah 3:10)  Neither of us probably have vineyards in our backyard, but we 
might have a tree in our backyard OOOOORRRRRRR...we might have a flower garden, a fire pit, or just a small 
patch of grass!  The point is not to have a pretty place to offer, but to make the choice to be friendly and get to 

know our neighbors!  
 

We are definitely living in a unique time filled with lots of opportunities to get to know the people around us!  We 
already know most people are somewhere near “home” right now!  In my neighborhood lots of folks are out and 

about taking walks, or riding brand new bicycles and enjoying the opportunity to get out and breath real air!  Why 
not just sit on our front porch, wave, and even greet the ones going by our house?!  We never know when a 

friendly wave or a “Hi There!” might eventually lead to a special spiritual conversation with a new friend! 
 

Let’s continue to invest more of our time to be present and make more connections with our neighbors!  Go to the 
dog park and make it a point to talk to at least one person while we’re there! Offer to share a puzzle or a board 
game with our neighbor!  Are we grilling or making s’mores? Move it to the front yard, and share them with our 
neighbors!  Consider walking more and leaving our earbuds at home so it’s easier to start conversations with 

those whose paths we cross along our daily journey! 
 

It may seem counterintuitive to get closer to people when we should be keeping our distance!  But there are so 
many ways to love our neighbor, even when we’re six feet apart!  SSSSSSSSSOOOOOOOOOOOO...Let’s not 
allow the current circumstances to be our excuse not to follow God’s command to love our neighbor!  Let’s com-
mit ourselves to making the rest 2020 count more by reaching out, opening up, and sharing life with our neigh-

bors so they can one day share eternity with both of us!   
 

For us to continue becoming more like Jesus, we must “resolve to know nothing except Jesus Christ while 
we’re here!” (1 Corinthians 2:2)  If we keep focused on that one thing we can more easily identify the “lesser 

things” that steal our time, talents, treasure and things from  focusing on God’s “GREATER THINGS!”  Let’s give 
all we are and all we have to “Bring People to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known!” 

NNNNNNNOOOOOWWWWWWW...that’s RADICAL! 

Bill 
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Children’s Ministry News! 
Bringing Children to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known! 

For more information about anything in Children’s Ministries, 
Please contact Linda at 321-213-1013 or lbenson@ircumc.com  

For so many years, the Summers of our beloved Children’s Ministries have radiated “in person” connection, been 
filled to the brim with “people-centric” experiences and were immersed in rich and abundant human on-campus ad-
ventures.  Jesus, evident in every nook and cranny of our campus, in the smiles, hugs and delight of our Summer-

time VBS and Summer Blast Campers and Camp Counselors.  God’s Glorious Community writ large in our wonder-
ful church home. 

 
Our beautiful world changed this Spring.  Hopefully, for but a Season.  But, the change is real.  Like most things, 

ministry changed overnight.  New ways of reaching children.  New ways of teaching and planning.  New skills need-
ed.  Everything different.  It was crushing weighing the need to cancel our treasured in person Summer Camp expe-

riences.  Disappointed volunteers.  Sorrowful campers.  Sad families.  Traditions, expectations, excitement -- all 
taken away. 

 
It was in this moment that yet again God revealed His Trustworthiness and Faithfulness to me.  The whispers of 

“connect through a Virtual VBS”, “connect as you know how” and “surround yourself with people on fire for Jesus” 
grew louder and clearer until they became persistent, regular conversation. 

 
At the same time, I find myself leading a Women’s Study about spiritual warfare and had just completed one called 
Dangerous Prayers.  There is nothing like participating in a study about spiritual warfare to feel like you are simply 

inviting trouble.  This is where my daily prayer became exceedingly simple.  “Lord, I trust in Your Plan.  I trust You.  I 
choose to follow You in all that I do.  You’ve got this!” 

 
For the past 3 months, I have never been more aware of God’s Guidance and Hand in ministry.  I have watched the 
earnest participation and simple kindnesses of sweet children with gratitude and humble appreciation.  I celebrate 
the creativity, commitment, devotion and kind spirits of our Children’s Ministries volunteers.  I honor the dedication 
and enthusiasm of those in our community who respond with a “Yes, I will” to requests to partner and collaborate.  I 
am inspired by those who are committed to serving others, to helping meet impossible needs and to fixing, aiding 

and caring for others. 
 

Jesus has made Himself very real to me.  In the Vacation Bible School videos sent in by campers reading scripture 
and praying aloud.  In the worship songs recorded by VBS Volunteers that took my breath away.  In the stories of 

community volunteers serving hours upon hours upon hours hungry families in need of food in torrential down-
pours.  In mentors who step up to take young people under their wings to show that a life lived for others is a life 

lived for Jesus.  In studies that connect people throughout the country through a hunger for community, friendship, 
fellowship and God’s word.  Jesus is very real.  Jesus is here.  Right beside us.  Every step of the way. 

 
Have I grown in this journey?  Absolutely.  Without a doubt.  The creativity, commitment and compassion of others 

inspires me to do more.  To help more.  To be more.  To pray more.  To find out more about those in our church 
family.  In our community.  In our nation.  To be more alert.  More aware.  Less self-focused.  More ‘others-

focused’.  Most ‘Jesus-focused”. 
 

This journey, our season, these encounters have changed us.  They have changed me.  They have drawn me clos-
er to the one constant in a sea of ever-changing opinions and a tornado of swirling perspectives.  This constant is 

God’s Love for us all.  His Love for each and every one of us.  He loves us all equally and for that I am forever 
grateful.  And humbled.  His Forgiveness is there for the asking.  His charge to Love Others direct and clear. 

 
We have been provided with an opportunity.  An opportunity to change what was not working and to appreciate all 
that was with new eyes.  An opportunity to celebrate the spirit and heart of each person in our lives.  An opportunity 
to cherish the simple and to never take for granted the gifts of fellowship and community.  I am grateful for this op-

portunity.  It is my goal to honor this gift.   
 

Love to all! 
Linda 
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Student Ministries News! 
Bringing Students to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known! 

For more information about anything in Student  Ministries, 
Please contact Dominick at 386-337-9850 or dmucci@ircumc.com 

 

Hello Readers, 

    God has helped me this season to slow down and revaluate my own life and see the needs of others 
more clearly. There have been some challenges along the way but I’m reminded of the promises of God 

through his word. Deuteronomy 31:6 says, “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because 
of them, for the LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you." I really enjoy how 

God says don’t be afraid 365 times in scripture reminding us that for each day out of the year not to be afraid! 
Also that he will be there with us through adversity! When my body fails my God wont because he can turn 

our darkness into light as stated in Psalms 18:28, 2 Samuel 22:29!  

This time has helped me clean up around the house and revitalize it with some crafty home improvements. It 
also has inspired me to serve at church and work with others on improving the grounds for your return. My 
mom is 25 year disabled veteran and their motto in the Army is adapt and overcome.  My goal is to move 

my mom from Tennessee to Florida. But I’m glad to say that were in process of her coming down so for that 
I am grateful and excited. My family will be able to take care of her for the remainder of her life as she is 80 

years old and she has the opportunity to see my sons her grand kids grow up to be awesome men!  

Every week during youth group either on Wednesday or Sunday I have enjoyed being around the teens as 
they make me laugh during this trying time. So each week I look forward to seeing them and help them to 

grow in their faith by connecting with Jesus and others.  

I have had the opportunity to do some Physical Therapy at Parrish in Port St.John. Through that I have met 
people and talked to an individual about Jesus and pray over them! All the staff there is nice and has been 
accommodating. Also I got to see people from church that was there to regain strength in their muscles or 

prior injuries. Even I connected with some people who went to other churches that had worked there. I’m still 
on the mend so pray I recover and regain strength in my neck. Thanks! 

From this season in my life I have learned that when we get knocked down to get back up. In addition, I be-
came more adaptable to our current crisis through the use of technology. If anything COVID showed us the 
needs for things that we didn’t know before and to take time to reflect that we may have not don’t so other-

wise. Even though unfortunate for those that missed opportunities my hope and prayer is that more opportu-
nities will come down the road that will make up for it! God has a plan as scripture says in Romans 8:28, 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose.” 

As we get in our solitude or boot camps of training take the time to think about how God will turn this around 
for our good. We appreciate you here at Indian River City UMC and also Refuge Student Ministries thanks 
you for your support and prayers. I love our church and church building that God has given us. Let us take 

care of one another in this time and pray for each other daily. Thanks and God Bless! 
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Adult Ministries News! 
Bringing Adults to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known! 

For more information about anything in Adult Ministries, 
Please contact Dawn Schissler at 321-267-7922 or dschissler@ircumc.com 

“THE JOURNEY” 
Looking, Learning & Living, Leading on Life’s Journey! 

 
“Wait calmly for God alone, my soul, because my HOPE comes from Him!”   

Psalm 62:5 

 
My Pandemic Journey...  
 

 March 15th was a significant date for two reasons.  One, it was my Mother’s 89th birthday.  Two, it 
was the beginning of living and adjusting to a new normal in the COVID 19 World.  So, like everyone else, 
I strapped myself in for an unknown future and for what can best be described as a wild roller coaster 
ride.  I’ve never liked roller coasters. This one is no exception.  However, this has been a journey of per-
sonal growth, renewed passions and changes in perspective.  I’m learning to lean on Jesus in ways I nev-
er imagined.  Thankfully, God is in charge of the ride and I’m finding ways to relax and enjoy the journey 
knowing He is in control. 
 My caregiving responsibilities have increased as a part-time caregiver for my Mother who has de-
mentia and for helping my daughter, who was diagnosed with heart issues, with my two granddaughters.  
Despite how emotionally and physically drained I can become I have learned how to live in and be thank-
ful for each moment. Precious are the moments when Mother and I can share in communion during an 
online service or when I participate in the online VBS with Anne Marie (thank you, Linda!!).    We are mak-
ing wonderful memories for our future. 

Ministry has also changed with groups and events no longer meeting on campus and  the focus 
being on  more personal contacts through phone calls, emails, text messages, social media and some 
visits with social distancing.  I’ve had many opportunities for gaining insights into doing ministry through 
participating in Zoom meetings, webinars, Q & A sessions and other online teachings.  The focus has 
been on doing ministry in the COVID world, Social Injustice issues, online training for MOPS leadership 
and personal discipleship.  All the free educational and ministry training has been fantastic!  I have been 
thankful that we as staff have been able to continue working during this time.  

I am greatly encouraged through hearing the stories of how our leaders are staying in touch with 
their groups, how neighbors are caring for each other and how people have taken their faith outside the 
building.  With the campus being closed one of my favorite things to do is select several books from our 
Library and bring them to the homes of a few of our most avid readers.  Their joy in receiving the books is 
contagious.  I’ve also been blessed by handing out the Upper Room devotionals and getting to hear how 
people are doing as they drive up to get them.    MOPS moms have started a front yard Book Chat, take 
meals to moms in need, and one of our moms has raised money for the ministry through her Front Porch 
Portraits.  Creativity in connecting with others has been amazing to watch! 

The passion that has been reignited in me has been the need to go deeper into the reading and 
study of Scriptures. Personally, I have had Scripture passages come alive as I’ve read with an eagerness 
and a hunger for God’s Word.   There are lots of incredible studies available to us but nothing takes the 
place of actually reading and studying God’s Word on our own.  I have a concern that some people don’t 
know how to “self-feed” spiritually.  So moving forward I will be looking for ways to encourage others in 
the study of Scripture.   To start now check out The Bible Project at https://bibleproject.com/explore/how-
to-read-the-bible.   

I’m praying you are renewed in your faith and spirit as we continue on this roller coaster ride we’re 
on.   The best of all….  God is with us!!    With my love and a virtual hug - Dawn 

https://bibleproject.com/explore/how-to-read-the-bible
https://bibleproject.com/explore/how-to-read-the-bible
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Mission, Outreach @ Hospitality Ministries News! 
Bringing People to Jesus by Bringing Jesus to People! 

For more information about anything in Missions, Outreach or Hospitality 
Please contact Jennifer at 321-544-0147 or jtaylor@ircumc.com 

How I have experienced Jesus and grown during this journey of Covid-19 by Jennifer Taylor 

Personally I’ve had wonderful times of digging more into God’s Word.  Both Daughters in Love asked me to 

join them in two different studies around the same time! So  definitely keeping up with this was a priority and a 

blessing.  Al and I had already begun a book study called Virtual Marriage which  we purchased on a Valen-

tine’s week long cruise that was a conference hosted by Family Life.  The cruise itself was a great blessing, 

especially right before this pandemic.  The timing was perfect for us to be reflective then use the book study to 

grow on our own.  The study we just finished in June and by late April  to early May we had grown much clos-

er together in Christ, in our marriage and in our personal walks.   

The biggest revelation came for me personally in the study of a book I purchased in January for personal  spir-

itual growth—Slaying Dragons:  A practical guide to spiritual warfare  by Daniel Kolenda, President of Christ 

for all Nations. 

I found this book filled with personal reflection as to how I relate to God and His Word.  Was I keeping my rela-

tionship with Him first?  Did I truly understand  how much God  loves me?  How do I view the spiritual world, 

the earthly world and the relationships I keep?  I so appreciated his foundational approach to understanding 

scripture I’ve read many times yet gained a totally different perspective of the spiritual realm.    

Perhaps it was reading these two books simultaneously, there was a point made about forgiveness and how 

unforgiveness can bring negative spiritual impact on a Christian’s life.  I thought I had forgiven everyone and 

held no offense in my heart for anyone.  However, God showed me I needed to forgive my husband.  I had 

harbored unforgiveness from things early in our marriage  which is now over 42 years.  I could see how that 

unforgiveness had grown into bitterness and that bitterness had lead to negative behavior on my part; mostly 

in negative comments when I felt slighted. 

To deal with this issue, I asked my husband to sit with me and listen to what I had to say. I needed to say this 

out loud, not just on paper and in my prayers to God.  I shared how I had come to realize that I harbored unfor-

giveness toward him and that I needed to let him know I forgave him for any and all offenses in our past.  I 

wanted to move forward together.  There is a peace I have now and those old negative behaviors have es-

sentially ceased. I expect they will  continue to wane and not return.  Only God could do this and I thank Him 

for the two studies and how  the Holy Spirit worked through them to change me. 

Al and I are now hosting a small group together in our home and it’s been a long dream to serve God togeth-

er.   We have also facilitated our neighborhood  cul-de-sac gatherings which have been wonderful, especially 

during our beautiful Spring when being outside was very nice!  One neighbor who is a widow has said these 

gatherings have been lifesaving for her, the isolation was too much.   
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Care Ministries News! 
Bringing People to Jesus by Bringing Jesus to People! 

For more information about anything in The Care Ministries 
Please contact Lisa at 321-267-7922 or lbaggett@ircumc.com 

This month I am sharing my story of the trials and blessings that I have faced during the 

pandemic. To say that there were major changes in my ministry here at the church and 

our family business “Ties That Bind, Inc.” would be an understatement. The team build-

ing and corporate training business that Steve and I have had for 25 years came to a 

screeching halt as soon as the quarantine went into effect and is still very ambiguous 

and tentative as to when groups will want to bond and be together in person. This not 

only impacted us, but also our faithful and longtime employees!  

As the church closed, the Care Ministry at Indian River City had to stop all interpersonal 

touches like hugs, regular ministries such as Women Alone, the Prayer TEAM, support 

groups and “Take-Home!” Communion TEAMS, as well as visitation at the hospital, shut

-ins, and nursing homes!  Personally, it has been extremely hard for me not having face 

to face fellowship with the congregation!  Talking, encouraging and praying with the 

body of Christ is the highlight of my position! 

This is where God’s grace and peace took over!  I should have been a mess with what 

happened with our business, but instead, starting applying for assistance and asking for 

deferments and grace on our bills. God allowed me to be functional and proactive in-

stead of paralyzed with fear!  My family continues to be encouraged and our faith is 

strengthened as God provides for our every need. The Care TEAM decided to focus on 

what we COULD DO and went on a mission to faithfully write countless encouraging 

notes to the congregation and pray for their needs and concerns through the Prayer 

Line and email address! In both cases, I have learned that when our focus is on God, 

the problems and distractions we encounter seem small and surmountable! 

I have been blessed to be a part of two major events that have come out of our church 

despite the pandemic. One was the National Day of Prayer Service put on by leaders 

and members of our congregation. To see people pull up in their cars to gather in prayer 

for our Nation and all its leaders was AMAZING! The other was being a part of the Virtu-

al Vacation Bible School put on by our Children’s ministry with over 340 virtual partici-

pants! To see how God can unite us and use us in the community despite the pandemic 

and social distancing, makes me proud to be a part of Indian River City Church! 

God is still writing our story during these days!  We don’t know how long the pandemic 

will actually be with us but we do know that God will be with us through it all and beyond! 
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Managing God’s Time, Talent, Treasures & Things! 
Bringing People to Jesus to Know Him and Make Him Known! 

For more information about practicing “GENERO/CITY!” 
Please contact Dawn Ackerman at 321-267-7922 or dackerman@ircumc.com 

For more information about Campus Operations and How You Can Help... 
Please contact Ken Grosse at 321-543-6420 or kgrosse@ircumc.com 

Campus Operations! 
Bringing People to Jesus by Creating a Welcoming Environment! 

•    Our campus is getting cleaner and our grass is getting greener!  Thanks to our Maintenance TEAM! 
•    We are continuing to monitor and maintain our beautiful campus!   Lots of hard work is happening!  
•    We have some beautiful new plantings around The Sanctuary Area for all to appreciate and enjoy! 
•    Lots of needed general maintenance and improvements are being completed and more scheduled! 
•    All our Campus Air Conditioning Units are serviced and geared up for the hot summer months! 

 

Our Church & Kids’ Place Staff are taking extra precautionary measures and working extra long and 
hard to provide a clean and safe environment for our families, friends and folks!  God bless us all!  

Beginning Tuesday, June 23, 2020 we welcome back KELLEY MCLESTER back to our Church 

Staff as our brand new Accountant for Indian River City!  In 2015 Kelley had the opportunity to 

become the accountant at the Orlando Public Broadcast Radio Station WFME 90.7.  Now 5 

years later she returns bringing with her lots of personal and professional experiences and 

growth!  Kelley was previously the Accountant at Indian River City from 2005-2015.  This time 

around she is helping us combine the accounting of both the Church Finances and The Kid's 

Place Finances under one umbrella!  If you would like to send a personal "Hi There!" to Kel-

ley...you can send a card to 1355 Cheney Highway, Titusville, 32780 or send her an E-NOTE to 

her new E-Mail Address at kmclester@ircumc.com  It's going to be a great new day!  
 

We’re all very excited to have a brand new Kelley with us!  We are looking forward to a great 

new adventure in finance!  She is already having a great influence and impact on our TEAM of 

servant-leaders!  We’re all very grateful to God for this new opportunity!  

mailto:kmclester@ircumc.com
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Scott & Melaine Roberts  7/02 26  
David & Doreen Erickson 7/02 27 
John & Angie Chapman  7/04 29 
Bob & Donna Jarvis  7/06 
Mark & Lori King  7/06 29 
Chris & Lisa Perdue  7/07 36 
Ronald & Mary Jane Thompson 7/07 30 
Ben & Ashley Mangini  7/07 13 
John & Laurie Rau  7/09 17 
Don & Cathy Flick  7/10 60 
George & Kara Jones  7/10 27 
Rich & Robin Hager  7/10 21 
Lance & Linda Dearborn 7/11 
John & Karen DiNatale  7/14 30 
Jack & Jackie Barnette  7/15 31 
Mark & Michelle Fields  7/18 39 
Doug & Lori Nieuwkoop  7/19 
Bill & Carol Warweg  7/19 62 
David & Sherri Lovell  7/20 24 
Richard & Alyce Riddle  7/20 19 
Wayne & Linda Condra  7/20 52 
Jon & Kelley McLester  7/21 23 
Chuck & Arleen Hoffman 7/21 41 
Jeff & Debbie Drye  7/22 25 
Kevin & Susan Mead  7/25 
Joe & Maria Fisher  7/25 
Terry & Karen Mish  7/27 45 
John & Kristen Byler  7/28 20 
Mike & Cynthia Widner  7/29 31 
Richard & Carolyn Cowley 7/30 43 
Jim & Rose Palek  7/31 64 

Wow!  God is so good!  The Kids’ Place has been 
blessed beyond measure to remain open during this 

pandemic.  While I will admit it was challenging at times 
(many times) and a little scary (or a lot), I couldn’t be 
more proud of our team, children and families.  It was 

our heart to remain open for those that needed us most 
and God honored this hope.  “May the God of hope fill 

you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so 
that you may overflow with hope by the power of the 

Holy Spirit!”  (Romans 15:13) 
 

This has been a time of growth, team building and so 
many blessings.  God’s hand of protection and grace 

covered our campus in ways we could never have imag-
ined.  We have prayerfully considered each decision 
and he has guided us each step of the way.  He is so 

faithful and we are praising him through the storms.  “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is made 

perfect in your weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9) 
 

There are still so many unknowns and we have little to 
no control over so many outside factors.  People say 

hind sight is 20/20; this has definitely been our experi-
ence.  We have truly had to lean into God and blindly 

trust him completely.  This is His ministry and these are 
his children, we are only the hands and feet he uses to 
do his will.  We are still leaning in and asking all of you 
to lean in with us.  Please pray for his will to be done.  
We are choosing to trust him more than we fear any-

thing around us.  We covet your prayers and support as 
we push forward to continue our ministry of caring for 

the most precious commodity; our children.  “I am sure 
that what we are suffering now cannot compare with 

the glory that will be shown to us” (Romans 8:18) 

For more information about all things THE 
KIDS’ PLACE!  Please contact Executive 
Director, Heather Quidort at 321-267-7308  

and/or hquidort@ircumc.com 
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