
 

“I AM COME THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE LIFE AND HAVE IT ABUNDANTLY” 
Discipline v. Devotion, Andy Garner 
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Today’s Sermons, May 24th 

 9:30 AM - Going Forward,  Stan Butt 

5:00 PM - Life of Paul, Chris Parker 

(Live Stream via Facebook @ PTCChurch and YouTube) 

D avid Maraniss wrote a book titled “When Pride Still Mattered” chronicling the life of Vince Lombardi, one of the 

NFL’s greatest coaches of all time. Lombardi’s Packers won 5 NFL championships in a span of 9 years, and since 

1970 the Championship trophy for the league carries the name “The Lombardi Trophy”. In the book, you will find that 

Lombardi actually had a desire to become a priest in the Roman Catholic Church, and his “devotion” to daily mass 

attendance was often cited as evidence of his extraordinary faith. Lombardi admitted that growing up he was not only 

expected but required to attend mass daily and that his religion was more about discipline and routine than it was de-

votion. 

This statement is a very potent and challenging one for me. This idea demonstrates a potential stark contrast in our reli-

gion or Christianity that may be characterized by practice, habit, discipline and routine versus one that is characterized 

by Faith, Love and Devotion. When we examine the New Testament, we find this same contrast in the Jewish Religious 

leaders. These leaders, opposed to Jesus and His “New Covenant” were mired in their habits, traditions and routine 

practices. For these hold fast Jews, total commitment to God was measured only by their “Disciplined” efforts. 

In Matthew 22:37-39 Jesus challenges them and us with a new law… ”You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 

You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.” At the day of 

Judgement, the Book of Life will opened and it will reveal whether our lives were based on discipline, duty, obligation, 

habits and traditions or if our service was based on Faith, Love and Devotion.  

The Lombardi trophy is certainly a prized and sought after award; on that day, however, eternal honor, “A Crown Of 

Life” – James 1:12, will be bestowed upon those who lived lives characterized by Faithfulness to God, as well as, Love 

for Jesus and all mankind. As your shepherds, we pray for this to be the end result for you, your families and for those 

with whom we have yet to connect. Through our ministers, deacons, ministries, programs, growth groups and service 

opportunities we endeavor to provide ways for us all to turn habit and routine into Love and Devotion.  Not being able 

to assemble together in worship has been difficult to say the least; we are all more than ready to come together again. 

As we prepare for this over the next couple of weeks, let’s all examine ourselves, be honest with ourselves, do our parts 

to break the chains of “Routine and Discipline”, especially in our worship, to free ourselves for lives of Love and Devo-

tion to our Creator.  □ 



Confidential Counseling  

Bill Macke, LCSW  (615-476-4931) 

Counseling services are available to the congregation 

via video or if healthy, in office, to provide counseling if 

you are experiencing increased anxiety or stress caused 

by the current circumstances in our world.   

For the Record - May 17th 

Contribution – $13,400.98  (Budget $13,822.17) 

OUR SHEPHERDS 

Perry Baker  - (404) 427-3212 

perry@ptcchurch.com 

Andy Garner  - (404) 557-1872 

andy@ptcchurch.com 

Ken Weinhardt - (678) 643-2461 

ken@ptcchurch.com 

Todd Wilson  - (678) 570-3382 

todd@ptcchurch.com 

5/28  Jeff & Loraine Spangler 

Anniversaries 

5/24  Lindsey Cagle 

5/25  Sha’ Buchant 

5/26  David Flores 

5/26  Joyce Greene 

5/27  Forrest Luker 

5/29  Jelly Winfree 

Birthdays 

□ Hebrews 8 

□ Hebrews  9 

□ Hebrews 10 

□ Hebrews 11-12 

□ Hebrews 13 

“On The Same Page” 

Week of  May 24-30 


