
 

Series: What IF!  

Message: God of 2nd Chances    

 

 

1 
all the people came together as 

one in the square before the 
Water Gate. They told Ezra the 
teacher of the Law to bring out 
the Book of the Law of Moses, 
which the Lord had commanded 
for Israel.                          
Nehemiah 8:1  

 

9 
Then Nehemiah the governor, 

Ezra the priest and teacher of the 
Law, and the Levites who were 
instructing the people said to 
them all, “This day is holy to the 
Lord your God. Do not mourn or 
weep.” For all the people had 
been weeping as they listened to 
the words of the Law.    
Nehemiah 8:9 

 

8 
They read from the Book of the 

Law of God, making it clear
[a]

 and 
giving the meaning so that the 
people understood what was 
being read.                         
Nehemiah 8:8  

 

Start:    

 Think back 1 year, how has your life changed? Think back 20 years, 
how has your life changed? 

 

 Whether it’s eating bad, not exercising, or needing to make change in 
life; we often don’t do something about it until circumstances force us 
to.  Think of a recent time that “tension got your attention”?  What 
happened and what have you changed?  

 

Think: 
 Read Nehemiah chapter 8, verse 1. When the people gathered 

together, they heard God’s word. How important is engaging God’s 
word to you? Where does it fit into your life? 
 

 Read Nehemiah chapter 8 verse 9. Engaging God’s word lead the 
people to submit to God in worship. They were grateful for their 
“second chance.”  God’s word convicts, changes, and guides our lives. 
Has engaging the bible ever affected you? What steps do you need to 
take to allow God’s word to affect you? 
 

 Read Nehemiah chapter 8 verse 8.  The people were moved by God’s 
word because it was read in a clear manner that they understood. Is 
reading the bible clear for you? Do you understand what you are 
reading? Discuss ways to try and make reading the bible easier for 
you.  
 

Pray:   
           Ask God to help you make the time to read the bible this week.  

Ask Him to speak to you through His word. 

 

Act:        

 If you don’t already us a reading plan, go to www.youversion.com, and 
click on the button “Bible.com”. On the next screen click on “Plans” in 
the upper left. From here you have multiple plans to choose from. You 
will be prompted to set up a free account.  You can also go to 
lifejournal.cc  to read the Life Journal reading plan. Simply click on 
“Read Now” in the box titled “Today’s Life Journal Reading”.  
 

 When you read each day, ask yourself this question: “What is God 
saying to me?” Then ask yourself this: “What am I going to do about 
it?”  Try writing your answers down for 5 days. You might be surprised 
at what you hear from God, and what that can do to your life.  

 

 Keep in mind the person(s) that you pray “will find and follow Jesus” in 
the next 20 years.  

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Nehemiah+8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-12502a
http://www.youversion.com/
https://lifejournal.cc/

