
Dear Our Redeemer’s Families,  
 
Joshua 1:9 Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord your God 
will be with you wherever you go. 
 
The above scripture hangs on the wall in my office. We are reminded at this time that God is in 
control, and to place our hope in Christ rather than on what is happening in the world. Many of 
us are presented with things that scare us at different times, but fear is a liar. Although I realize 
that this situation has created real hardships for many families, we all experience many hardships 
throughout life. This is so different because we are all experiencing this together.  
 
Governor Burgum has asked schools to create plans to cover two possibilities: to prepare our 
facility and school day for when students are allowed to return, and to prepare to educate our 
students in the event these closures are extended. As we have been preparing for these 
scenarios, it has been very clear that God is at work in our efforts. I must share that as discussion 
began about teaching remotely, our staff embraced the opportunity to share ideas with one 
another, helped each other with technology issues, brainstormed new ways of teaching content, 
and repeatedly asked what else they could help with.  
 
As we looked at teaching remotely, we recognized how differently this would be done from 
content area to content area and throughout the grade levels. The best solution was to offer 
autonomy to teachers. Sitting at a computer screen all day in a virtual classroom has significant 
drawbacks. In most cases, students will visit a virtual classroom periodically but will also be given 
materials to work on independently. Each teacher has presented their individual plan to me that 
includes the following elements: 

• How do you intend to communicate expectations with families/students? 
• How will you deliver new instruction? 
• How will you be available to students and their questions? 
• How will you provide feedback, and perhaps in what timely manner? 
• How will you assess students? 

Each teacher is expected to have this plan completed soon and will be individually 
communicating with families. With all of these changes to how we will be educating, we expect 
there to be glitches. Technology and communication will be vital throughout, so please let us 
know of any anticipated problems in this area so that we may resolve potential problems. We 
are asking for grace through this transition, but also for your communication to share successes 
or problems at home through this endeavor. It is our goal to provide the best educational 
outcomes possible under the circumstances and would love your feedback in trying to achieve 
this.  

Blessings, 

Mr. Ringstad 


