
Our Redeemer’s School COVID-19 Plan 
 
Overview 
 

The ORCS School Board approved this amended plan on 10/19/20. Collectively, the 
board agreed that keeping students in school for face-to-face instruction is a high priority. 
Governor Burgum has provided a policy change that allows students to remain in school if all 
students are masking. The plan has changed to make it clear when a mask mandate will go into 
effect.   
 

There are essentially two separate plans than encompass our plan; a Health and Safety 
plan and a Distance Learning Plan. We realize that our families have different levels and reasons 
for concern, so we are attempting to add some choices in order to allow families to take the 
route that fits their situation best.  
 

This COVID-19 plan was created through input and collaboration from First District 
Health Unit, teachers, parents, students, and the ORCS school board. This plan has the potential 
to change with new information or new concerns related to COVID-19, but it also provides 
some flexibility and options in order to guide our school year.  
 

It is our intention to provide safety measures to reduce the potential of COVID-19 
spread while challenging students to a curriculum of high rigor and expectations. Providing 
students with Biblical teachings and an environment conducive to spiritual growth is essential, 
and we are so excited for the opportunity to, once again, nurture our students in this area.   

 
Flexible Learning Plans 

 
ORCS is pleased to offer flexibility to families for the start of the 2020-2021 school year. 

Students will be allowed to return to school for classroom instruction, they may receive 
instruction remotely through newly acquired technology, or a blended version of classroom and 
distance learning. This can be a fluid decision for each family based on what is happening in 
Ward County, within their homes, or here at school. Students may actively jump back and forth 
from classroom instruction to distance education freely. Whether students are physically in 
school or learning from home, the expectations for learning will not be altered and we pledge 
to hold students to high standards.  

 
Newline Interactive Boards will be installed in each classroom. This technology will allow 

teachers to record lessons, or have lessons streamed live in real time with some students in the 
classroom and others at home. These boards allow students learning remotely to interactively 
connect to the lessons being taught in the classroom as they occur. The lessons will also be 
recorded so that the learning can be integrated into a convenient time of the day for students 
learning remotely. In the event a student is unable to attend school for any reason, the lessons 

https://www.health.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/Files/MSS/coronavirus/Guidance/close_contacts_and_masks_infographic.png


will be available. Codes of conduct and expectations for students choosing instruction remotely 
are found in the student handbook on page 13.  

 
If conditions require ORCS to return to school-wide distance learning the instruction will 

be delivered through the Newline boards. The elementary would work on a modified schedule, 
but the middle school and high school students would operate on our current bell schedule.  

 

Health and Safety Plan for In-school Education 

Daily Health Screenings and Evaluations 

In an attempt to reduce the spread of illness, ORCS will conduct daily screenings of 
students. Prior to coming to school, parents or guardians should be conducting pre-screening of 
children to determine if attending school is appropriate. The following is a guide to help parents 
in these decisions: http://www.nd.gov/dhs/info/covid-19/docs/guidance-covid-19-child-care-
decision-tree-for-symptomatic-individuals.pdf 

As teachers and aides observe students, any with concerning symptoms will be directed 
to trained personnel to evaluate the symptoms. Students will be evaluated for the following: 
nausea, lethargic behaviors, sore throat and/or dry cough, severe headache, or high 
temperature (100.40F). Parents, students and staff are required to fulfill their responsibility to 
refrain from coming to the school if they are sick. We will follow standard criteria to determine 
if a student is sick or well. 

Visitors in the school 

Our plan will be benefited by limiting the number of guests in the building each day. 
Parents will be strongly encouraged to drop their children off at our designated areas to avoid 
entering the building. At the end of the day, elementary students will utilize the pick-up line in 
the parking lot. Parents of junior high and high school students will wait outside for their 
children to exit the building.  Clearly there will be occasions when a parent simply needs to 
enter the school, but we ask that these are limited.  

Masks 

The use of masks is addressed within the “Assessed Threat Level” chart. If masks are 
mandated, the mandate will come with a date in which the ORCS School Board will reassess the 
mandate. The school board will use information from First District Health and the ORCS COVID-
19 Response Team. If a mask mandate is in place, mask breaks will be implemented within the 
day in order to give students a temporary break from their mask in an area where social 
distancing can be maintained.  

 
ORCS will follow the ND Department of Health guideline for approved masks as shown 

below: 

https://orcsknights.org/other-info/parent-downloads
http://www.nd.gov/dhs/info/covid-19/docs/guidance-covid-19-child-care-decision-tree-for-symptomatic-individuals.pdf
http://www.nd.gov/dhs/info/covid-19/docs/guidance-covid-19-child-care-decision-tree-for-symptomatic-individuals.pdf


 

 
  

Doors 

All internal doors will be propped open during business hours to minimize the constant 
contact with such use and for better air flow to classrooms. 

HVAC 
 

The existing HVAC system will be utilized to its fullest extent in order to keep constant 
air flow throughout the building. In addition to the existing HVAC system, hallway fans and 
external doors will be used when applicable for additional fresh air.  
 
Cleaning and Sanitizing 
 



A cleaning and sanitizing schedule for desks and other high touch points will be created for 
multiple cleanings each day. The classroom cleaning will be done by teachers or students 
depending on the age of students.  The custodial staff will disinfect all common areas at the end 
of each school day. 
 
Hygiene  
 
A deliberate approach to hand washing will be taken for all students.  

 
Grades K-5 will wash hands before lunch, whenever they have bathroom breaks, and 
each time they are returning to class from music, phys. ed, library, Spanish, or recess.  
 
Students in grades 6-12 will wash hands in the morning prior to first class, during the 
extended passing time between 3rd and 4th period, when returning from being outside 
of the school, and prior to eating lunch. 

 
The use of hand sanitizer can be substituted for hand washing and will be made 

available in classrooms and common areas.   

All drinking fountains will be disconnected except for the water bottle filling apparatus. 
Teachers will discourage the sharing of any classroom items deemed difficult to clean.  

Lunchroom  

 There will be different lunchroom protocols depending on the assessed threat level. 
Students will have assigned seating to determine close contacts. In the event that masks are 
mandated, lunch will be the one time of the day where students will be less than 6 feet from 
another student without a mask. If we have a positive case in the school, the lunch-mates of a 
student would likely be considered close contacts and required to quarantine.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assessed Threat Levels 

 

 Green 
Threat level is low. This may 
include isolated positive 
cases, but the spread is 
believed to be contained.  

Yellow 
Threat level increasing. 

Positive cases within the 
school for teachers or 

students leading to 
quarantine(s). 

Red 
The threat level is high. If 

considered red, there 
should be an expectation to 

remaining here for 10-14 
days. 

Visitors 

Non-essential visits are 
allowed but discouraged.  

Visits by parents must be 
pre-arranged by calling the 
office. Visitors will be 
expected to wear face 
coverings.  

School will be only be open 
to staff that are required to 
be in the building to ensure 
the delivery of distance 
education. 

Classroom 
Modifications 

• Heightened cleaning and 
sanitizing.  

• Intentional handwashing. 

• Spacing of desks all facing 
the same direction 

• Staggered or Zoned recess 
for K-5 

• All areas from green level 
apply here.   

School-wide distance 
learning 

Lunchroom 

Assigned seating with efforts 
to restrict to five or fewer 
per table. All food served by 
staff with appropriate PPE.  

Lunch will be expanded to 
include an additional 
serving time. K-5, 6-8, and 
9-12 will be served at 
different times. Efforts will 
be made to keep the 
elementary tables limited 
to 5 students, middle and 
high school will be limited 
to three per table.  

No lunches 

Masks 

Family decision with staff 
dedicated to comply with 
family wishes. Masking in 
problem areas (hallways, 
chapel, etc) may be required 

Masks may be required. 
This mandate may target 
certain grades or may be 
school wide.  

 

 
COVID-19 Response Team 
 
A COVID-19 Response Team will handle threats and positive tests within the school and the 
ORCS community. The Response Team will use data and facts to determine the threat level the 
school will operate in. Once determined, the threat level will be communicated to the families 
of ORCS through our website, Facebook, text message, and e-mail.   
 
This team will consist of:  
 
Jeff Ringstad – Administrator ORCS 
Pete Pederson – Executive Pastor 



Dr. Scott Knutson – Trinity Health 
Breanna Wheeler, APRN, MSN, NNP-BC – Trinity Health 
 
The administrator, Mr. Ringstad, will be the COVID-19 Coordinator. This position is the liaison 
between the First District Health Unit (FDHU) and Our Redeemer’s Christian School. FDHU will 
notify the Coordinator if there are any positive COVID-19 tests, and it is the responsibility of the 
Coordinator to communicate any positive cases if we are notified prior to FDHU receiving 
results. The Coordinator will assist public health if there is a positive case in identifying and 
notifying close contacts in the school setting. The Coordinator will also notify North Dakota 
Department of Public Instruction of cases occurring in the school setting.  
 
If a positive test for staff or student occurs 

 
Any student or staff must remain home 10-14 days following a positive test for COVID-

19. No student or staff will be allowed back in the school if they are still being considered an 
active case by the First District Health Unit.  

 
If a student or staff member has someone else in their home test positive for COVID-19, 

ORCS will not allow that student or staff member back to school until the work of the contact 
tracers has been completed and a recommendation provided by FDHU. 

 
Teachers testing positive for COVID-19 but feel well enough to deliver instruction 

remotely will be allowed to do so with the aid of a classroom proctor. If necessary, a substitute 
teacher will be retained to provide instruction in the interim.  

  
If a student or teacher has a positive test for COVID-19, contact tracers will evaluate the 

risk at the school and the First District Health Unit will recommend quarantine for others within 
the school wherever it is applicable. ORCS will follow these recommendations and continue 
school for the students not receiving a recommended quarantine.  

 

Conclusion 
 

This plan remains fluid. As new scenarios present themselves or new data is released 
the ORCS School Board is prepared to meet as needed and the school administrator will take 
action to proceed as safely as possible.  Safety and face-to-face instruction remain at the top of 
the priority list with regards to dealing with COVID-19.   
 

Throughout all of this, we desperately ask for your prayers for the students, teachers, 
and families of Our Redeemer’s Christian School. As we employ our plan, we are reminded 
every day that God is in control even when things look bleak or chaotic.  
 
Blessings,  
 
Mr. Ringstad 


