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About 1 Corinthians

1 Corinthians challenges believers to examine every area of life through the lens of 
the gospel. Specifically, Paul addresses divisions, food, sex, worship gatherings and 
the resurrection. He reminds believers that the Church is not a popularity contest, 
followers of Jesus cannot compromise when it comes to sexual integrity, the core 
principle of worship gatherings is love for others, and the resurrection gives us a 
reason for unity, motivation to maintain sexual purity, ability to love other people 
more than ourselves and ultimate hope for victory over death. 

Our belief that Jesus was raised from the dead makes the gospel more than moral 
advice or a recipe for private spirituality. It opens a whole new reality for every area of 
our life. 

Key Themes:1

Divisions 
Church is not a popularity contest. It's a community of people centered around Jesus, 
and its teachers and leaders are all servants of Jesus 

 Key Themes and following chart borrowed from The Bible Project. https://thebibleproject.com/explore/1-corinthians/. (Last 1

accessed December 18, 2018.)

When we read Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, we are literally 
reading somebody else’s mail. This letter was originally addressed to 
a fledgling mission church, a small band of people in the ancient 
Mediterranean city of Corinth. No doubt the Corinthian Christians of 
Paul’s day would have preferred that this correspondence not be 
broadcast for the ages, for it portrays them in an unflattering light 
and divulges a number of things that they might well, with the 
wisdom of hindsight, wish to have kept private. Fortunately for us, 
however, the letter is preserved, widely circulated, and ultimately 
canonized as a part of the New Testament. Thus, we are given a 
privileged glimpse of one particular tension-filled moment in the life 
of the first generation of the Christian movement. The letter, though 
not written to us, allows us to overhear a fascinating argument in 
process.  
Richard B. Hays, First Corinthians. Interpretation: A Bible Commentary For Teaching and Preaching. 
(Louisville, KY: John Knox Press, 1997), 1.

https://thebibleproject.com/explore/1-corinthians/


Sex 
Being a follower of Jesus involves sexual integrity. He is redeeming our bodies, and 
our physical actions reveal our response to His love and grace. 

Food 
Love decides what we eat. God loved us when he died for us, and we should be 
willing to deny ourselves and care for the wellbeing of others first. 

Worship Gatherings 
Worship gatherings should be orderly, not distracting. When worshippers serve and 
act in love, other believers and visitors are built up and hear from God. 

The Resurrection 
The resurrection anchors 1 Corinthians and Christian life. It unifies, motivates sexual 
purity, empowers us to love and gives us hope for victory over death. 



How to Use this Guide: 
We want you to hear the text and read the text in order to be better formed by the 
text.  

It will be important for you to keep the “About 1 Corinthians” and an outline in front of 
you along the way.  

Instructions for Each Week:  

1. Listen through the whole passage on Day 1.  

2. Study through each chapter on Days 2-5.  

3. Review and reflect upon the week’s listening/reading and Respond on Day 6.  

4. Bring your Day 6 Review and Response to Small Group and be ready to 
discuss.  

First Time Through - How to Hear the Story  

During the first day of each week, you will listen through two chapters of 1 
Corinthians. Then, on days 3 and 5 you’ll listen to one chapter.  

To find audio Bibles, go to www.biblegateway.com. Under the “Bible” tab find “Audio 
Bibles.” For a first hearing, I prefer the “NIV by Dramatized” version. (You can use 
others, though. You can also listen to the Dramatized version the first time and then a 
different version on days 3 and 5 of each week.) 

Tips for Hearing:  

●  This is a quick, surface level hearing. Try not to get bogged down in the 
details.  

●  Don't slow down. Keep moving.  

●  Use The Bible Project poster of 1 Corinthians to help you follow along. 

● Give yourself permission to miss something or not understand completely.  



● Quickly write down any questions that pop up along the way. 

● Have something you are looking or listening for to help you pay attention to 
the story.  

● After you’ve finished your First Time Through, go back and identify the three  
questions you have that are most critical for understanding the book.  

Second Time Through - How to Read the Story  

During days 2 and 4 of each week, you will read through one chapter of 1 
Corinthians.  

1. Pray that God would meet you and reveal Himself to you through His word.  

2. Read the passage in your Bible as though it were the first time. I recommend 
NRSV, NASB, ESV, or NIV translations. (See optional guide for suggestions about 
how you might take color coded notes in your bible.) 

3. Observe the facts (what does the author say?). This is where you’ll find 
“highlights, tensions, big ideas, and teachings about God and humanity”  for your 
study guide.  

4. Interpret and understand (what does the author mean?). This is where you’ll find 
“big ideas and questions and concerns, and teachings about God and humanity” 
for your study guide.  

5. Apply what you’ve heard/read (how should. I respond?). This is where you’ll input 
application information in your “after” question for each week.  

During days 3 and 5 of each week, you will listen to one chapter of 1 Corinthians. (See 
“Tips For Hearing” from previous section.  



Weekly Schedule 
Week 1 - 1 Corinthians 1-2 (Discuss on/after January 6) 

 Day 1: Watch 1 Corinthians at The Bible Project https://youtu.be/yiHf8klCCc4 

  Listen to 1 Corinthians 1-2 (Approx. 7 minutes) 

  https://www.biblegateway.com/audio/dramatized/niv/1Cor.1  

 Day 2: Read 1 Corinthians 1 

 Day 3: Listen to 1 Corinthians 1 

 Day 4: Read 1 Corinthians 2 

 Day 5: Listen to 1 Corinthians 2 

 Day 6: Review/Reflect 

 Day 7: Meet With Your Small Group 

Week 2 - 1 Corinthians 3-4 (Discuss on/after January 13) 

 Day 1: Listen to 1 Corinthians 3-4 

 https://www.biblegateway.com/audio/dramatized/niv/1Cor.3  

 Day 2: Read 1 Corinthians 3 

 Day 3: Listen to 1 Corinthians 3 

 Day 4: Read 1 Corinthians 4 

 Day 5: Listen to 1 Corinthians 4 

Week 3 - 1 Corinthians 5-6 (Discuss on/after January 20) 

 Day 1: Listen to 1 Corinthians 5-6 

 https://www.biblegateway.com/audio/dramatized/niv/1Cor.5  

https://youtu.be/yiHf8klCCc4
https://www.biblegateway.com/audio/dramatized/niv/1Cor.1
https://www.biblegateway.com/audio/dramatized/niv/1Cor.3
https://www.biblegateway.com/audio/dramatized/niv/1Cor.5


 Day 2: Read 1 Corinthians 5 

 Day 3: Listen to 1 Corinthians 5 

 Day 4: Read 1 Corinthians 6 

 Day 5: Listen to 1 Corinthians 6 

Week 4 - 1 Corinthians 7-8 (Discuss on/after January 27) 

 Day 1: Listen to 1 Corinthians 7-8 

 https://www.biblegateway.com/audio/dramatized/niv/1Cor.7  

 Day 2: Read 1 Corinthians 7 

 Day 3: Listen to 1 Corinthians 7 

 Day 4: Read 1 Corinthians 8 

 Day 5: Listen to 1 Corinthians 8 

Week 5 - 1 Corinthians 9-10 (Discuss on/after February 3) 

 Day 1: Listen to 1 Corinthians 9-10 

 https://www.biblegateway.com/audio/dramatized/niv/1Cor.9  

 Day 2: Read 1 Corinthians 9 

 Day 3: Listen to 1 Corinthians 9 

 Day 4: Read 1 Corinthians 10 

 Day 5: Listen to 1 Corinthians 10 

Week 6 - 1 Corinthians 11-12 (Discuss on/after February 10) 

 Day 1: Listen to 1 Corinthians 11-12 

 https://www.biblegateway.com/audio/dramatized/niv/1Cor.11 

 Day 2: Read 1 Corinthians 11 

https://www.biblegateway.com/audio/dramatized/niv/1Cor.7
https://www.biblegateway.com/audio/dramatized/niv/1Cor.9
https://www.biblegateway.com/audio/dramatized/niv/1Cor.11


 Day 3: Listen to 1 Corinthians 11 

 Day 4: Read 1 Corinthians 12 

 Day 5: Listen to 1 Corinthians 12 

Week 7 - 1 Corinthians 13-14 (Discuss on/after February 17) 

 Day 1: Listen to 1 Corinthians 13-14 

 https://www.biblegateway.com/audio/dramatized/niv/1Cor.13  

 Day 2: Read 1 Corinthians 13 

 Day 3: Listen to 1 Corinthians 13 

 Day 4: Read 1 Corinthians 14 

 Day 5: Listen to 1 Corinthians 14 

Week 8 - 1 Corinthians 15-16 (Discuss on/after February 24) 

 Day 1: Listen to 1 Corinthians 15-16 

 https://www.biblegateway.com/audio/dramatized/niv/1Cor.15  

 Day 2: Read 1 Corinthians 15 

 Day 3: Listen to 1 Corinthians 15  

 Day 4: Read 1 Corinthians 16 

 Day 5: Listen to 1 Corinthians 16

https://www.biblegateway.com/audio/dramatized/niv/1Cor.13
https://www.biblegateway.com/audio/dramatized/niv/1Cor.15

