December 2019

Celebrate the
Christmas Season
at “a church
called Christ”
Advent Worship
Saturday, November 30, December 7, 14 & 21 at 6 PM
Sunday, December 1, 8, 15 & 22, at 8:30, 9:45 & 11 AM

Musical - Waiting for Christmas
Friday, December 13, at 7 PM, Saturday, December 14,
at 6 PM, and Sunday, December 15, at 3 PM

Church-Wide
Pre-Christmas Dinner
Thursday, December 19
Covered-Dish Dinner at 6 PM

Sunday School
Christmas Program
Sunday, December 22, at 1 PM

Christmas Eve
Candle Lighting Services
4 PM with the
Cutting Edge Singers
7 PM with the
Encounter Singers
11 PM with the
Celebration Choir

Share the
joy of Christmas
with others!
By Terri Stuck, Christ Church Representative to SUM
and Jeff Finney, Witness and Outreach Chairperson

Think about the expressions on the faces
of your children and grandchildren when
they see gifts under the tree on Christmas
morning. Now, think about other children in
our local community who will not experience
that sense of excitement and joy.
As a church family, we can help share the
joy of Christmas morning with others as
we support children from Salisbury Urban
Ministries’ Kids Café, Bennett Middle School
Special Education class, and women and
children residing at the Village of Hope.
Check out the gift tags on the Christmas
tree in the foyer to see what they have on
their “wish list.”
Then, take a tag, go shopping, purchase
the requested gift, and wrap and return it by
noon on Sunday, December 15.
If you have any questions, please contact
me at stuckterri@msn.com or 410-422-4672.

Think about
volunteering for the
Summer 2020
mission trip to NC
By Jeff Finney,
Witness and Outreach Chairperson

SUM is in search of a
Grant Writer
By Debbie Donaway,
SUM Executive Director

Salisbury Urban Ministries
(SUM) is in need of a grant
writer, preferably with experience
in researching data, justification
of need, and excellent writing
skills.
SUM is a nonprofit with a
limited budget, so a volunteer
grant writer would be a blessing.
Please contact me at 410-7491563.
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We are planning a mission trip
to Tarboro, N.C., in Summer
2020 to help those still dealing
with the aftermath of Hurricane
Matthew 2016. This project is
organized by and under the
umbrella of the United Methodist
Volunteers in Mission Disaster
Recovery Ministry. Many families
are still not back in their homes,
and many who are still have
issues.
We will be staying in a Volunteer Center where beds, showers,
and a kitchen are provided. The
centers have full-time staff that
provide site management, case
management, construction management, and material handlers.
The cost is $100/person, and
teams are also asked to make a
financial donation, if possible.
Each team is also responsible for
their own food and transportation
costs.
Volunteer from our church will
be responsible for their $100, and
we will have fund-raisers to cover
the rest of the needed funds. I
will be looking for leaders/people
with any type of construction
skills, people who are good with
their hands, general laborers,
people to help in the kitchen, and
followers who can learn and work
together. I am also looking for
those who would like to lead
worship and provide music. But,
most importantly, they must have
a heart to help others and be the
feet and hands of Christ.
This trip is open to all who
attend Christ Church, but is
limited to 30 or so. If you are
interested in going, please email
me at jfinney@haletrailer.com.

Men of the Church will
meet on December 14
By Danny Boggs, Chairperson

The Men of the Church will be
meeting on Saturday, December
14, at 9 AM, in Fellowship
Hall. Glen Howell will present
the devotion.
We will be discussing the upcoming Men’s Conference and
other projects. We will also take
time to eat!! All men of the
church are invited to attend.

Men's 2020 retreat
will help you
“Get Connected”
By Jeff Finney, Coordinator

Come “Get Connected” with
other men of the church and
community on Saturday, March
14, at “a church called Christ.”
Three great speakers will focus
getting connected to church,
family, and yourself.
There will also be really good
food and music. If you missed
the last one, you'll want to catch
this one; and if you attended the
it, come again and bring a
friend! Details to follow.

More Cancer Kits
prepared in November
By Darlene Detroy, Chairperson

In November, we prepared
another 75 kits. Women
Supporting Women (WSW)
received 50, and 25 went to the
Radiology Oncology Unit at
PRMC.

A day to share
your generosity with
Salisbury Urban
Ministries
On Tuesday, December 3,
charities, families, businesses,
students, and community centers around the world will come
together for a common purpose:
to celebrate generosity through
giving.
The Community Foundation
will support Salisbury Urban
Ministries and Lower Shore
nonprofits by providing them
an online donation platform to
receive donations on Giving
Tuesday .
On December 3, visit their
“Giving Tuesday” website,
www.ShoreGivesMore.org.
Salisbury Urban Ministries
will be one of the nonprofits on
which you can choose to focus
your year-end giving. Your
donation will support Salisbury
Urban Ministries’ five outreach
programs: God’s Kitchen, Kid’s
Café, Lazarus Food Pantry,
Lazarus Prescription Assistance
Program, and the Men’s
Welcome Center.
Your generous donation will
enable Salisbury Urban Ministries to continue to reach out to
the people God has called us
to serve. Thank you for your

We will be preparing another
50-75 kits on February 18, in
Room E-5 of the Education
Building. We need volunteers to
help with this project, so if you
are interested in helping, please
call me at 410-749-9215.
We meet at 9:30 AM, and it
takes about 45 minutes to an
hour to complete the assembly,
and then one person takes kits
to PRMC and another takes kits
to WSW.
We have just about depleted
our supplies, so we will need
tissues, small bottles of water,
pens, notepads, wrapped hard
candy, gum, hand sanitizer,
non-medicated lip balm,
scarves, word-search books,
reading material, and small
knitted or crocheted prayer
squares. Patterns are available
upon request. We attach a
prayer and a label with CUMC
to each square. We welcome
all donations of these items and
are very grateful to those who
contribute items to this outreach
mission project. Thank you for
your continued support.

Celebration Choir
to visit area
nursing homes
By Susan Robinson,
Celebration Choir Director

December is upon us, and
there are many folks in care
facilities who aren’t able to get
out and enjoy the music and
messages of Christmas. This
month, our choir will be visiting
several area nursing homes to
sing to the residents. We look
forward to sharing the holiday
spirit in song and, hopefully,
uplifting the folks we will get to
meet.

Welcome our newest
“official” members
By Judy Grim, Membership Secretary

During the October Membership Weekend, Christ Church
added six adults to its membership rolls During the 8:30 AM
Encounter Service, we welcomed
Robert Edward Jones, Jacob
and Ashley Schmitt, and
Randy and Ellen Wilson.
During the 11 AM Celebration
Service, we welcomed Rhonda
Thompson.
A hearty welcome to all of you
from your fellow worshipers at
“a church called Christ.”

This year’s “Christmas Gift to Jesus”
will help those closer to home
By Zach Norman, Church Council Chairperson

Fall Festival 2019 sets
new record!
By Paul and Irene Phillips, Chairpersons

The cold and sunny weather
brought record crowds to Fall
Festival 2019. If you baked,
donated a “treasure,” created a
Christmas item, worked in the
kitchen, became a salespersons,
swept the floor, greeted a
neighbor, served as a banker,
became a customer, or worked
in the background ... A huge
Thank You!!!
“Marshmallow Fluff,” the
beautiful dog which was a part
of Fall Festival 2019, is in the
process of being adopted. A
special thank you to Katie Parsons and the Humane Society.
2019 was the best sales year
since 2016, grossing over
$17,000. While there is currently no immediate project we
are working on, we have several
aging pieces of equipment and
campus improvements that may
require attention and ultimate
replacement this year.
Once again ... thank you!!
CUMC was truly blessed !!

It’s the most wonderful time of the
year! We will soon
embark on the timeless tale of Mary and
Joseph’s journey of
faith. We’ll hear the
wonderful stories of
angels and shepherds
and wise men, and
we will join together
in celebration of the
greatest gift ever
given – Jesus.
It’s a tradition unlike any
other. A tradition born of a
miracle and celebrated year
after year. Here at “a church
called Christ,” we have a
wonderful tradition of giving a
gift to Jesus to share the great
gift of God’s love with the less
fortunate -- the least, the last,
and the lost.
Over the past several years,
we’ve served those less fortunate experiencing global problems. We have helped fund
flocks of chicken through
Heifer International to help impoverished families achieve
self-sufficiency, and we have
raised funds to build wells and
provide clean water to communities and to provide medical
care for infants around the
world.
This year, we are going to focus closer to home, as we
strengthen and support local
missions in our own community.
Through your generosity, we
will help seven ministries
throughout the Salisbury/
Wicomico County area that continue to serve the mission and
vision of this church – “to help

people relate to God
in a life-changing
way” and to reach
out to serve the
least, the last, and
the lost.
This year, our gift to
Jesus will go to
Campus Crusade,
Christian Shelter,
Habitat for Humanity, H.O.P.E., Village of Hope, Salisbury Urban Ministries, and the
Lazarus Food Pantry. All these
ministries provide services that
help enrich lives of those in our
community.
As we embark on this annual
journey, where we once again
celebrate the gift of Jesus’ birth,
I pray that the peace that Christ
came to give resides with you
and your family.
“Whoever is generous to the
poor lends to the Lord, and He
will repay him for his deed.”
(Proverbs 19:17)

Where can I
make a difference?
By Irene Phillips, Stewardship Chairperson

“Life can only be understood
backwards; but it must be lived
forwards.” — Soren Kierkegaad
Often, we hesitate when asked
to give of our time, talent, and
treasure. What is the purpose? Is
it really worthy of our stewardship? Is this in God’s plan?
The ultimate answer comes
from a daily talk with God. He
will open the necessary doors,
show us the path, and, in faithbelieving, we will understand.

New Year’s Eve Prayer Vigil —
a time to let go and begin again
By Donna Blackwell, Coordinator

Join us for Third
Thursday’s
“pre-holiday” dinner
By Danny Boggs, Chairperson

December’s Third Thursday
dinner will be on the 19th, at
6 PM in Fellowship Hall.
We are hosting a holiday
dinner with turkey, ham, mashed
potatoes, dressing, and beverages.
Everyone is encouraged to bring
a covered-dish to share. Take a
break from the holiday hustle and
bustle, and come share a meal
with your church family.

Donations needed
for Salisbury Urban
Ministries
Lazarus Food Pantry
* Crackers
* Pasta Sauce
* Deodorant

Kids Café
* Juice Boxes
* Individual Serving Mac and
Cheese
* Individual Serving Spaghettios/
Ravioli

Men’s Welcome Center
* Laundry Detergent
* Men’s White Socks
Donations can be dropped
off in the church foyer or at
Salisbury Urban Ministries, 326
Barclay Street.

Between hurricanes,
mass shootings, forest
fires, and other national
concerns, 2019 has seen
quite a year, and some
are eager for it to go
into the history books.
A new year is seen as
a time of new beginnings. Some customs include
watching fireworks and singing
“Auld Lang Syne.”
The practice of making resolutions for the New Year is
thought to have started with the
ancient Babylonians, who made
promises in order to earn the
favor of the gods and start the
year off on the right foot. They
would reportedly vow to pay off
debts and return borrowed farm
equipment. The intent is to
begin again; the slate is wiped
clean, and we can create our
own history afresh.
In an effort to assist you with
doing just that, please join us
in the Sanctuary on Tuesday,
December 31, for the annual
prayer vigil.
Come to the church between
4 and 10 PM (the doors will be
locked, so please knock). Stay
for a few minutes or a few
hours.
The Sanctuary is dimly lit, and
God is definitely in His house.
You can write out your concerns and fears and place them
at the foot of the cross to be
burned at the end of the evening, or you may choose to just
sit in quiet contemplation and
communion with God.
The feeling of peace will
comfort you and hopefully bless
you into the New Year.

As people come and go,
feel free to gather and
share seasonal greetings
in the foyer. The Sanctuary is for praying and
communing with the
Lord. The Sanctuary
will never be void of
prayers during our vigil.
For further information, contact me at 443-880-5181.
If my people, who are called
by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my
face and turn from their wicked
ways, then I will hear from
heaven, and I will forgive their
sin and will heal their land.
(2 Chronicles 7:14)

Save The Date
“Care for the
Cause”
A fundraiser supporting
Salisbury Urban
Ministries

Sunday, February 26
4 PM
At Christ UM Church
Music and Entertainment
Benefits Lazarus Food
Pantry, Men’s Welcome
Center, God’s Kitchen, Kid’s
Café After-School Program
A Free-Will Offering
will be taken

Choir to present a delightful,
nostalgic, heartfelt musical
for Christmas
By Susan Robinson,
Celebration Choir Director

We’re counting down the days to Christmas ... that
most wonderful time of the year! And somehow, it
always feels so much longer than the actual 364
days it takes for that special day to arrive ... that one
day when family and friends come together to celebrate the joy, peace, hope, and love that came into
our world through the birth of our Savior!
Please join us for our 2019 Christmas musical,
“Waiting For Christmas.”
Friday, December 13, 7 PM
Saturday, December 14, 6 PM
Sunday, December 15, 3 PM
This is a tug-at-your-heartstrings story filled with
warm-your-heart-and-soul song selections! What
better way to bring all of the anticipation into focus
and usher in the season? We hope to see you there.

New Church Directory
is almost ready!
By Cindy McIntyre, Coordinator

The photo shoots are almost done, and if you ordered family photos, they should be on the way
soon. I am so excited that our new church directory
is in the works and should be available in about
three months.
Thank you to everyone who participated by having
their picture included in the directory. Also, many
thanks to all the wonderful volunteers who manned
the sign-up table, hosted the photography sessions,
promoted through many types of media, wrote articles, made phone calls, moved furniture, and did
many other jobs needed to make this a success.
It’s great to be part of such a loving church family. Let’s stay connected!

Let the light of Christ burn within
you this holiday season
I have always loved candles. Since my teenage years, I loved gifting them to my dearest
friends. When KyungMo and I were dating, his
bookshelf used to be crowded with candles that
he received from me. Not only did I love them
for their fragrant illumination in my home, but
also for the centeredness of its light at church.
Anytime I gave a candle to a beloved friend, I
would ask them to remember me and pray for
me as they light it.
My love for candles is deeply related to the
Christmas Eve candlelight service. Growing up
in a Christian family, my entire family – grandparents, parents, uncles, aunt, brothers, sister,
and cousins—and I used to go to church for the
Christmas Eve service, bringing our own candles. I still remember lighting my unique candle
each year, wishing we could light them from the
very beginning of the service. I did not know
the meaning behind lighting the candle on
Christmas Eve; only that I liked quiet nights
with candlelight. Now, they hold an even more
intimate and sacramental meaning.
Dear Beloved,
As we enter the season of Christ — Advent
and Christmas — I anticipate special celebrations with you here at "a church called Christ."
We will light candles through Advent, filling
our hearts with hope, peace, joy, and love. We
will light the Christ candle, confessing that
Christ has come as the Light of the World.
Eventually, we will light our candles, kindled
by Christ’s candle on Christmas Eve. I invite
you to come and join in the lighting of your
candles at our candlelight services -- to remember, to hope, to receive God’s blessing, and to
become a carrier of Christ the Light.
In hopeful anticipation,
Pastor SunAe Lee-Koo

District Lay Academy graduates
latest class of “servants”
By Norm Wolske, Lay Leader

Remember H.O.P.E.
on “Giving Tuesday” and
throughout the holiday season
By Donna Clark RN, Director Help and Outreach Point of Entry, Inc.

The holiday season is here, and donations are
starting to come through the door. Warm clothing
and other necessary supplies are being processed
and distributed to our clients. In November, we
hosted a community Thanksgiving dinner for our
clients, friends, and family.
We continue to see 40 to 60 people each day we
are open, and God allows us to help almost everyone in need. Thank you for your donations that help
us serve the marginalized in the area. Don’t forget
us on “Giving Tuesday,” December 3. Go online to
donate through The Community Foundation of the
Eastern Shore or join us at Texas Roadhouse for
dinner, and we will receive a portion of your check
when you have a voucher from us. Go to Facebook
or contact me for a voucher.
Recently, we saw a client who has been with us
for many years and who has been living in denial
about an abscess that keeps recurring on his face.
He had to finally admit he had a problem when his
pain management doctors told him they could not
give him injections for his back pain until the
source of his chronic infection was removed.
That was weeks ago, and he has been dealing with
the medical maze ever since. He was seen at one
dental clinic that said it was a dental surgeon’s area,
so I sent him to a dental surgeon whose staff said he
needed a written referral from another dentist. The
original dentist said the gentleman had to return and
be re-examined before they could give him the referral. He brought me even more paperwork he
needed help completing before they would see him.
This is something the average person has trouble
with, but combine this with someone who has trouble reading and writing and you have a recipe for
failure to follow through. His back pain is so severe
that I think he will persevere and get this little sliver
of a tooth removed and clear up the infection so he
can then deal with his back issues.
Please keep him in your prayers.
Hebrews 10:32-36

The fall Lay Academy training program for our
District finished in mid-November with a closing
dinner held at our church. Congratulations to Ed
Werkheiser for completing his latest Lay Servant
course, “Living our United Methodist Beliefs.” He
joins David Inkrote, Brian Karch, Rick Konrad, and
Marie Shea who are “Local” lay servants having
completed the Basic course within the past three
years. This is the entry level course for those who
want to learn more about living out their faith in the
United Methodist Church and grow in their own
spiritual walk.
We are blessed to have a number of “Certified” lay
servants in our church, as well. These are folks who
have gone on to complete one or more additional
courses within the past three years that focus on
prayer, leading worship, preaching, recognizing the
Holy Spirit in our lives, spiritual gifts, missions,
United Methodist foundations, and discipleship. Patti
Rector, Jani Long, Don Kuczenski, June Brittingham,
Donna Culver, and Terri Boggs currently hold this
designation.
In addition, we have at least 20 people who have
taken courses over the past ten years, but have not
recently pursued additional training. Although they
do not currently hold the designation as “Certified
Lay Servants,” they definitely use their gifts and
training as song leaders and liturgists to enhance
our worship experience.
If you have any questions about this excellent program, don’t hesitate to ask me. The next Academy
is being planned for the spring. Courses are also
offered online. I will be taking one in December on
“Leading Public Prayer” to experience this slightly
more expensive format, and I will write about the
experience in the new year.
Christmas Blessings to all!

Golden Group Bus Trip

Deepest gratitude for all
the cards, visits, and prayers
while I am recovering from
recent surgery. I am deeply
touched by all the love you
have shown your lowly
servant.
Thank you all,
Beautiful day for a Golden Group trip!! Headed to the
Candlelight Theater for a luncheon and Christmas
Show!!

Donna Blackwell

Christ United Methodist Church
January-October 2019
Income

Expenses

Current
Benevolences
Total Current

364,625
8,971
$365,526

Building
Kitchen
Fall Festival
Other
Total Non-Current

$ 34,054
9,110
-1,008
27,503
$ 69,659

Payroll
Apportionments
Ministries
Office
Utilities
Maintenance
Insurance
Repairs, etc.
Benevol. & Missions
Other
Total Current

$215,008
38,539
23,666
15,520
27,410
14,763
10,286
11,261
64,434
100
$393,787

Building
Other
Total Non-Current

$ 91,573
0
$ 91,573

Alan Dennis
Matthew Lowe
Dylan Staffeldt
Linda Stamp
Julia Clarke
Lois Green
Jen Pitoniak
Shelly Flaig
Scott Downey
Ken Lowe
Brooke Downey
Pat Zimmerman
Jeff Finney
Debbie Donaway
Erin Kenny
Dave Inkrote
Carla Owens
Daisy Werkheiser
Kristen Goller
Carrie Kambarn
Brooke Lynch

12/01
12/01
12/01
12/02
12/03
12/03
12/04
12/06
12/07
12/08
12/10
12/10
12/11
12/12
12/12
12/13
12/15
12/16
12/17
12/19
12/19

Zach & Emily Norman
Ben & Kim Baker
Richard & Debbie Powell
Bill & Julia Clarke
Joe & Janet Benamati

Bill Briddell
Aaron Goller
Tyler Staffeldt
Linda Stamp
Gary Yokois
Alanna Phillips
Megan Robison
Andrew Eure
Brittney Keidel
Kimberly Sue Mason
Theresa McCotter
Eileen Ridgley
Kirk Kinnamon
Colin Whitaker
Bob Jones
Al Lynch
Larry Abresch
Carol Brinson
Elaine Kennedy
Sandy Millenburg

12/20
12/20
12/21
12/21
12/21
12/22
12/22
12/23
12/25
12/27
12/27
12/27
12/28
12/28
12/29
12/29
12/30
12/30
12/30
12/31

______________
Jacob Harbinson for receiving an Honorable Mention
Award for WiHi Football.
______________
Don Kuczenski for receiving the Extra Mile Award from
Wicomico County Public Schools.
____________
Will Kuczenski for being inducted into the National
Honor Society.
______________

Get this newsletter
via e-mail and you
will save the church
$ each month
To get CrossRoads
by e-mail, send Tom
Robinson an e-mail at
tomchicken@aol.com
— put “Newsletter” in
the subject line.

12/01
12/09
12/09
12/20
12/21

Martin & Linda Mitchell
Greg & Michele McGoogan
Greg & Denise Knowles
Harvey & Karen Timmons

12/21
12/22
12/27
12/27

If we have missed your birthday, anniversary,
or a special celebration, please call the
church office (410-742- 5334), Carolee
Greenwood (443-944-3782), or put a note in
the offering plate.
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Christmas season is going to be busy for our youth!
By Pastor Tom Blackford, Youth Pastor

Thoughts of travel, family,
and fellowship continue, as
Thanksgiving has passed and
the Christmas season is in fullswing. So, what you need now
are two things, help wrapping
all your gifts and a good breakfast with Santa to give you the
energy needed to keep on shopping. This year Christ-Youth
can help you do both things,
and you can help us support our
teens, as they raise money for
their accounts.
Wrapping Help - From 5-9
PM on Saturday, December 7,
and all day Sunday the 8th, we
will have a booth at the Salisbury Mall offering gift wrapping for EVERYONE. You can
bring your gifts in or stop by
after you’re done shopping.
We have all different wrapping

paper for kids and adults, along
with different sized boxes. Let
us help you out, so you won’t
still be wrapping on Christmas
Eve!
Appleby’s Breakfast with
Santa – Saturday, December
14, is the day to see Santa and
let him know what you want for
Christmas; and I am not just
talking about the kids, adults
are welcome, also! At the same
time, you can enjoy an all-youcan-eat pancake breakfast at
Applebee’s, while supporting
our teens who will be serving
your food. Please join us from

8-10 AM, and let your friends
and family know about this
event. Kids are only $5 and
adults $7. Tickets will be on
sale at church the weekend of
December 8-9, and they will
also be available at the door on
the 14th. Buy early, as space is
limited.
If your teen wants to attend a
fun Christmas party, then 6 PM
on December 22, is the date
they need to remember. We will
be having an Elf & Reindeer
Games party, featuring prizes
for the best-dressed guy and
girl. And that’s not all! We will
also have food and games with
some CHAOS mixed in the
middle of it all. So, we would
like to see your teen join in the
fun and become a part of a fellowship of teens in our church.

