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“Where do I begin to tell the 
story? ... Where do I start? ….” 
These lyrics from the popular 
70’s movie, Love Story, came to 
mind as I thought about writing 
this article. Although not a ro-
mantic “love story,” the eleven 
years Pastor Bill and Patti spent 
with us in ministry had a huge 
impact on the lives of our con-
gregation and community. As 
their time with us ends, we cele-
brate and give thanks to God for 
all that they are to us and for all 

they have done for our church.  

Pastor Bill and Patti came to 
us in 2008, following a time of 
transitional leadership. They 
quickly connected with our 
staff, leaders, and large congre-
gation, embraced our existing 
ministries, but also encouraged 
us to take on new challenges 
and ways of doing things that 
would grow and strengthen our 

church.  

Pastor Bill’s vision for this 
church enabled us to grow in so 
many ways -- Small Group 
Ministry, addition of Associate 
Pastor, Youth Pastor, and Social 
Media positions, increased 
membership, and several new 
and expanded ministry areas. 
Recognizing the need to attract 
younger people, he encouraged 
the use of new technology de-
signed to reach them and to 
connect our current congrega-

tion.  

Pastor Bill was available to 
help meet Pastoral Care needs, 
which was much appreciated by 
our church family. He led with 
a servant’s heart and was a 

wonderful shepherd to his flock.  

Our worship services benefit-
ted from his strong teaching 
skills, together with his personal 
faith and solid biblical knowl-
edge. His relatable, engaging, 
and passionate messages chal-
lenged us to live as Christ-
followers. Having a heart for 
the less fortunate, he inspired us 
to recognize injustice and act on 
needs in our community and our 

world.  

Throughout his illness, Pastor 
Bill has shown great courage 
and perseverance, and continues 
to be an inspiration to all of us, 
especially those who are strug-

gling.  

Patti actively participated in 
many areas, sharing her cooking 
expertise with the Kitchen Crew 
and assisting with our many 
events involving food. She 
shared her love for children and 
her passion for teaching them 
about Christ, while serving as 
our volunteer Nursery Coordi-
nator for the past three years. 
Patti was a supportive presence 
and friend to many in our 

church.  

Words cannot convey how 
much they will be missed by 
this congregation. We wish 
them both God’s blessings in 
their adventure of retirement. 
The weekend of June 8-9 will 
be their last official weekend 
with us. On Sunday, June 9, at 3 
PM, there will be a Service of 
Celebration, in the Sanctuary, 
with food and fellowship to fol-
low. Please plan to join us in 
sharing our love and  gratitude 

with Pastor Bill and Patti.  

And so we continue on our 
journey at “a church called 
Christ.” Because of what God 
has done for us through Pastor 
Bill, we are ready for this next 
step, having faith that this 
church will continue to bloom 

and bless.  

Join us on June 9 as we say “thank you” to Pastor Bill and Patti! 
By Debbie Bounds, SPRC Chairperson 

We say goodbye to 
Pastor Bill and Patti  
on Sunday, June 9, at  

3 PM, in the Sanctuary  
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Kitchen Crew  
“kicks back” before 

canning season 
By Paul and Irene Phillips, Chairpersons 

The pots have been washed and 
the aprons put away until the can-
ning season begins this summer. 
The “Spring Pint Sales” grossed in 
excess of $10,000, all of which was 
used to maintain and support the 
physical needs of our church. Much 
like our homes, repairs to aging 
systems are a constant and, while 
not visible to the naked eye, they 

are necessary. 

A huge thank-you and a well-
deserved rest to the devoted 
“Kitchen Crew” and our supportive 

community of buyers! 

Meet our newest 

“Official” members  
By Judy Grim, Membership Secretary 

During the May Membership 
Weekend, Christ Church added ten 

adults to its membership rolls.  

At Saturday Night Lite, we  
welcomed Carol Alex and Clyde 

“Stevie” Stevenson. During the 
Arise Worship Service, Jonathan 
and Joan Kim joined our church 
family, and Gifford and Virginia 

Biles, Jordan and Jess Nichols, 

and Oliver and Lavater Waters 

became members during the  

Celebration Service. 

A hearty welcome to all of you 
from your fellow worshipers at “a 

church called Christ.” 

  I am in need of 
volunteers who are 
able to share “the 
love of Christ” -- 
Communion -- with 
those in our church 
family who are un-
able to attend 
church. Personally, 
I know that I hesi-
tate to volunteer for 
things that I am not 
familiar with, so 
here is how it 

works ... 

  I will contact you on the 
Wednesday before Communion 
Weekend each month to see if you 
are can help that weekend. You do 
not have to be available every 
month, even every once in a while 

would be a huge help.  

  If you can help, I will contact 
you on that Friday to let you know 

who needs Com-
munion taken to 
them. I usually try 
to have the same 
volunteers visit 
the same shut-ins 
each month, just 
to make it more 
comfortable for 

both parties.  

  If the person is 
not in a nursing 
home,  
I will contact them 
ahead of time to 

make sure they want Communion 
that month. For those in a nursing 
home, I don’t have a way to check 
ahead, but 99% of the time, they are 

thrilled to have someone come by. 

  Then, on Saturday night or Sun-
day morning as you leave church, 
you can pick up the “Communion 
sets” that will be available outside 

the choir room.  

  When you get to the person’s 
residence, you can share in some 
light conversation, give them Com-
munion (you will have instructions 
on what to say), and then, perhaps, 
ask if they would like to say the 
Lord’s Prayer with you. That’s all 

it takes! It’s that easy!  

  “Shut-in Communion” is a min-
istry that takes a few moments, but 
means a whole lot to the person 
receiving it from a member of their 
church family. Sometimes, the per-
son may be in a nursing home and 
doesn’t get any/many visitors, or 
maybe they are at home with an 
illness or injury and just can’t get 
to church. Either way, they always 

appreciate the gesture.  

  If you are interested, please call 
or text me at 410-603-7070, or 
email me at Shan-

non.hrycyk@verizon.net.  

  Thank you in advance for con-
sidering this important and mean-
ingful outreach ministry of “a 

church called Christ”! 

  A vital church ministry  

needs part-time volunteers! 
  By Shannon Hrycyk, Shut-In Communion Chairperson 



 

On June 15 - 16,  
support Peace with Justice  
-- another “Special Sunday”  

of the United Methodist Church 
By Donna Blackwell and umc.org 

Peace with Justice Sunday (PWJS) is one of the six 
church-wide Special Sundays of the United Methodist 
Church (UMC). Because of the PWJS offering, the peo-
ple of the UMC are able to make a difference together by 
sowing seeds—and yielding fruit—of peace! PWJS en-
ables the UMC to have a voice in promoting peace and 

justice through its global programs. 

Many Conferences give grants to local churches and 
other United Methodist programs to use for training in 
conflict resolution or other educational initiatives within 
the Conference. Inspired by Christ’s love to pursue rec-
onciliation and peace and honoring the dignity of every 
individual made in God’s image, the UMC is unwilling 
to turn a blind eye to injustice. When you give on PWJS, 
your gift makes possible our critical kingdom work in the 

world. Because you give: 

* Methodists spearhead a peace ministry uniting Ari-

zona border communities, 

* United Methodists in Liberia are being equipped to 
implement the denomination’s Social Principles to ad-

dress social-justice issues. 

* Pennsylvania students are educating their community 

about sex-trafficking at home and abroad. 

PWJS is an opportunity to give a special offering to 
assist the UMC in seeking peaceful solutions, creating 
and supporting peace-related ministries and learning 
about peaceful, just efforts around the world. While 

standing in his home synagogue in Nazareth, Jesus said: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has 

anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has 

sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recov-

ery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to 

proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19) 

Give peace a chance – donate to this “Special Sunday.” 

Stories from the Basement 

Annual Crab Feast provides funds 
for H.O.P.E.’s services.  

Get your tickets NOW! 
By Donna Clark RN, Director Help and Outreach Point of Entry, Inc. 

H.O.P.E., Inc. has helped over 5,000 different people 
since July 2017. Our office manager maintains a database 
to monitor our services and the needs of those we serve. 
This gives us a pretty solid view of the needs of our cli-
ents and our ability to serve them. Our primary focus is 
to help them obtain the tools they need to get housing, 

employment, and/or receive health care.  

Our secondary focus is to provide health education and 
support to help them improve their physical ability, in 
order to become healthy strong members of our commu-
nity. Providing financial support to obtain medications, 
eye care, dental care, medical supplies, vaccines, and the 
knowledge they need to improve their health is what dif-
ferentiates us from the other homeless service providers 
in our area. We reach out to the clients at their level -- 
meeting them not only in our office but in their neighbor-

hoods, camps, soup kitchens, and shelters. 

We are only able to meet our goals because of grants 
and the support of our local churches and friends. This 
allows us to serve the least, the lost, and the last in our 
community. Our staff of two part-time paid employees 
and 27 volunteers works hard to make sure our money 

produces the best results.  

We have two fundraisers each year -- a letter campaign 
in the fall and our summer Crab Feast. This year, the 
Crab Feast will be held at the Fraternal Order of the Ea-
gles, 107 Alexander Ave., Salisbury, Maryland, on Satur-
day, July 27, from 4 - 7 PM. There will be all-you-can-
eat crabs and sides, raffles, and entertainment by Blue 

Junction and Amp Studios.  

Tickets are available at our office in Wicomico Presby-
terian Church, 129 Broad Street, 410-677-0757, Mondays 
and Fridays from 10 AM - 2 PM, or from any of our staff 
members. The cost is $35 in advance or $49 at the door. 

Please come join us.  

It takes a village to make a successful community 

Thank you for you love and caring for your fellow man. 

Psalm 128 



“Stewards” needed  

to keep our church moving forward 
By Irene Phillips,  

Stewardship Chairperson 

A “steward” is defined by Webster as “a person mor-
ally responsible for the careful use of money, time, tal-
ents, or other resources with respect to the principles or 

needs of a community or group.” 

As CUMC closes out the 2018-19 church year and 
looks toward change, may we be ever mindful of 

“stepping up to the plate” when asked to serve. 

New ideas and different approaches are what has distin-
guished CUMC as the “cutting-edge church on the east 
side of town.” May we continue to retain this unique 

identity. 

Farwell message from Pastor Beth 

Hi all,  

I’ve had a hard time trying to come up with something 
to write in this, my last newsletter article at Christ UMC. 

There are so many things that I want to say. 

First of all, thank you. In my family, we talk about soft 
landings. You have provided that for me during my first 
appointment. We’ve had so many wonderful moments in 
the short time I’ve been with you. We’ve studied to-
gether, talked together, laughed together, and, yes, even 
cried together. I’ve learned so much, and I’m a better 

person for my far-too-short time with you. 

Next, please pray for me as I move forward. I covet 
your prayers. You are a wonderful group of prayer warri-
ors … and I’m sure I’ll need yours. New appointment, 

new seminary, old me. Yikes. 

Finally, I will keep each of you and “a church called 
Christ” in my prayers, as well. The Lord is using you in a 
mighty way here in Salisbury. Don’t get bogged down in 
the midst of this huge transition. Keep serving Him. 
Keep learning about Him. Keep trusting Him. Keep lov-
ing Him. Remember, you’re in charge of your faith jour-

ney. 

This passage from Philippians 1: 3-11 came to mind, 

and I think it’s perfect for right now: 

I thank my God every time I mention you in my 

prayers. I’m thankful for all of you every time I pray, and 

it’s always a prayer full of joy. I’m glad because of the 

way you have been my partners in the ministry of the 

gospel from the time you first believed it until now. I’m 

sure about this: the one who started a good work in you 

will stay with you to complete the job by the day of Christ 

Jesus. I have good reason to think this way about all of 

you because I keep you in my heart. You are all my part-

ners in God’s grace … in the defense and support of the 

gospel. God is my witness that I feel affection for all of 

you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 

This is my prayer: that your love might become even 

more and more rich with knowledge and all kinds of in-

sight. I pray this so that you will be able to decide what 

really matters and so you will be sincere and blameless 

on the day of Christ. I pray that you will then be filled 

with the fruit of righteousness, which comes from Jesus 

Christ, in order to give glory and praise to God. 

You are all part of my family now. I know our lives 
will continue to be busy and that priorities will continue 
to change. But family is important … and I love you. 
And you’re all invited to visit me at the Nanticoke 

Westside Parish. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Beth 

Jeremiah 29:11 

Her time was short, but sweet!  

Our blessings to you, Pastor Beth! 
By Debbie Bounds, SPRC Chairperson 

Pastor Beth, our Associate Pastor, came to us just five 
short months ago, and what a bright light she has been to 
our congregation! While embracing the culture of our 
church, she readily shared her ideas, energy, and tremen-
dous enthusiasm for serving God alongside us. Thanks to 
her gregarious personality, relationships were quickly 
established. She led our Small Group ministry and joined 
our Celebration Choir. Her smiles, hugs, and wit, as well 
as her inspiring messages, will be missed by all of us at 
“a church called Christ,” and we are grateful for her pres-

ence with us this year.  

She will be leaving us at the end of June to begin the 
next exciting phase of her ministry, pastor of the Nanti-
coke Charge. This is a wonderful opportunity, and those 
congregations will most certainly benefit from her many 

gifts and talents. Our loss is undoubtedly their gain! 

Pastor Beth will be giving the message at all the week-
end services on June 29 - 30. Please join us at 12 PM on 
that Sunday for a time of food and fellowship, as we 
celebrate her time with us and wish her well. Please con-
tinue to encourage and pray for Pastor Beth, as she be-

gins this next step in her ministry.  



A brand new day is ahead 

I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I 

always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day 

until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will 

carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Philippians 1:3-6 NIV 

It is hard to believe that it’s been 11 years since Patti and I came to “a church 
called Christ.” As is true in many times of transition, we didn’t quite know what 

to expect. We were excited, but also a bit apprehensive. 

Would the church that Pastor Norma served so faithfully for 19 years be ready 
to welcome a new pastor? Would we be accepted by the congregation? Would we 

fit in? Would my style of preaching work here? So many questions. 

What a blessing it was to receive such a warm welcome and be made to feel at 
home right from the start. I cannot put into words how grateful Patti and I are for 

the time we have spent with you. You truly have become like family to us.  

I am especially grateful for the incredible support you have given me during the 
last 4 ½ years as I battled cancer. I have been overwhelmed by the encourage-
ment, support, prayers, patience, and kindness you have provided. You have had 

a tremendous impact on my life.  

One of the things I love about this congregation is your commitment to embody 
the love of Christ in such a way that you do “help people relate to God in a life-
changing way.” You have provided a spiritual home for many people who did not 

feel welcomed, accepted, or at home in other churches.  

That focus is so vitally important today. There are so many people who are 

hurting and need to experience the love and grace that God offers. 

You are also a congregation that is not afraid to dream new dreams and step out 
in faith to turn those dreams into realities. This is a church where so many of the 

good ideas, and the new ministries they spawn, come from you.  

I am so grateful for the opportunity I was given to serve as your pastor. While it 

is hard to step aside, I am excited about your future. 

 KungMo and SunAe Koo are very gifted pastors who have been a great bless-
ing to the churches they have served. They will bring new energy, enthusiasm, a 
passion for the Gospel, and a love of people as they begin their journey with you. 
They have experience in a variety of church settings, and as they work side by 

side with you, I believe that you will do even greater things. 

Thank you for all that you have done. You will be in our prayers through this 

time of transition, and we invite you to keep us in yours.  

Peace, 

Pastor Bill 

At the age of 95, John Alex 
was honored this past week as 

a veteran from World War II.  

This flag will fly over the 
Ocean City, Maryland, board-
walk with 50 other veterans’ 
flags. It was a proud day for 
all of the families at the cere-

mony!  

Remember all of the veterans 
in your life, and be thankful 

for their sacrifice! 

Church member, 
John Alex ,  
World War II  

veteran, honored  

in Ocean City  

L to R: John Alex, Carol Alex 
(wife), Dwight Baldwin  

(son-in-law), Dawn Baldwin 
(daughter), Max Baldwin 

(grandson) 



Janet Dennis 

Steve Eure 

Jaenell Downes 

Molly Davis 

Barb Richardson 

Caitlyn Grager 

Michele McGoogan 

Paula Keim 

Donna Anderson 

Karen Timmons 

Nancy Brittingham 

Courtney Lowe 

Pat Dennis 

Jordan Moore 

Audrey Braxton 

Mary Holland 

Ryan Lowe 

 

06/02 

06/02 

06/03 

06/04 

06/04 

06/05 

06/05 

06/06 

06/07 

06/07 

06/10 

06/10 

06/12 

06/13 

06/16 

06/16 

06/17 

Donna Blackwell 

Leslie Staffeldt 

Keila Chatham 

Kim Davis 

Frances Holloway 

Marg Mitchell 

Renee Clarke 

George Jackson 

Lynda Polutanovich 

Angela Landreth 

Jeremy Jones 

Spencer Jones 

Coralee Goller 

Elton Groton 

Amanda Posey 

Kathy Gentile 

Elaine Warlikowski 

06/19 

06/19 

06/20 

06/20 

06/20 

06/22 

06/23 

06/23 

06/23 

06/25 

06/25 

06/25 

06/26 

06/26 

06/27 

06/30 

06/30 

Jeff & Jennifer Place 

Robert & Judy Grim 

Keith & Tammy Johnson 

Tom & Brenda Sawyer 

Jaenell & Kathy Downes 

Ed & Brenda Carey 

Peter & Theresa McCotter 

Gary & Lisa Peek 

Vaughn & Beverly Pope 

Roland & Flo Brotzman 

John & Barbara Hanson 

Michael & Kelly-Anne Grammes 

Keith & Debbie Downey 

Gary & Ellen Harlan 

Matt & Brittany Wolske 

Charles & Bonnie Muller 

Cathy & Dennis Moore 

06/04 

06/05 

06/06 

06/07 

06/08 

06/10 

06/10 

06/10 

06/13 

06/16 

06/20 

06/22 

06/23 

06/23 

06/23 

06/25 

06/28 

We all say “Good Morning”  
to others, but do you know the  

new meaning of “Good Morning”? 

G -- Get up. 

O -- Open your heart. 

O -- Open your mind. 

D -- Dedicate your day to God. 

M -- Meditate on God’s Word. 

O -- Optimize your faith and hope. 

R -- Rebuke all evil. 

N -- Never doubt God’s love. 

I -- Inspire someone.  

N -- Nothing should scare you. 

G -- Go out with joy! 

So I say, “GOOD MORNING!” ... and have a 

blessed day!! 

______________ 

Samantha Johnson for becoming Dr. Samantha  
Johnson after receiving her Doctoral in Occupational 
Therapy at Huntington University. 

______________ 

Welcomed into God’s family, in April, was infant David  
Joseph Nazario, Jr. and in, May, were Ethan Thomas 

Kang, Lauren Elizabeth Kang, and Garrett Kang. 
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School may be out, but Youth Group is going strong this summer! 
By Pastor Tom (PT), Youth Pastor 

Summer is here, traffic is 
starting to pick-up, and the 
nights are cooler. The next three 
months will fly by, as families 
plan vacations and trips to the 
beach. The Youth Group also 
has plans for a summer filled 
with fun activities during the 

week and on the weekends.  

No teen wants to stay home, 
unless they are playing Fort-
night. So, we have fun weekday 
outings planned for any teen 
who wants to join in -- just 
check out our youth website, 
Facebook, Instagram, or the 

church app for the list of events.  

We are even hosting 
an outdoor movie outreach/
fundraiser, FOR EVERYONE 
on July 6, on the field next to 

the playground.  

June 9 is the deadline for the 

annual Smith Island trip. We 
will be taking a group of teens 
and adults over to the island to 
do some clean-up and help the 
locals. Teens who would like to 
join us can find a registration 
form at http://christsby.com/

about-us/forms 

SUMMER HANG-OUT is  
our new summer Sunday night 
gathering in Fellowship Hall. 

We will be holding two each 
month for a time of playing 
gaga ball, board games, Nin-
tendo switch, ping pong, and 
eating pizza. It will be from  
6 - 7 PM, but if teens want to 
hang out longer they’re always 
welcome. We want to connect 
with each teen, so if they have 
never come to anything before, 

this is a great way to get started  

 We are always looking for 
adults who have a passion to see 
teens grow in faith, patience 
when they aren’t, and a willing-
ness to stretch themselves. If 
you would like to join the team 
of leaders on Sunday nights 
next school year, please contact 

me! 


