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Farewell and many thanks,  
PT and Sheryl! 

By Debbie Bounds, SPRC Chairperson 

After six years of serving the youth at “a church called 
Christ,” Pastor Tom Blackford (PT) will be leaving us in 
February for a youth-pastor position at Calvary Wesleyan 

Church, in Harrington, DE. 

PT and Sheryl joined our church family in 2013 to lead 
our youth ministry, and what a gift they have been to us! 
Tom was ordained in the Wesleyan church, but took a 
leap of faith to join our church and our denomination in 
2013. They hit the ground running, planning many 
events, in addition to Sunday night gatherings, such as 
rallies, mission trips, fundraisers, mystery destinations, 

and others too numerous to list. 

Under his direction, our youth have willingly assisted 
other groups with projects such as Fall Festivals and chil-

dren’s events. 

Pastor Tom’s willingness to try new things has been 
much appreciated by our youth. He has been a mentor 
and supported them in many ways, including attending 
school events and being available to them whenever 

needed. 

Family movie nights and other outreach activities have 
exposed our youth ministry and our church to the com-
munity. Tom is recognized as a leader among youth lead-
ers in the Salisbury area, working with them to plan lock-
ins, confirmation classes, and other joint events for our 

children. 

In addition to youth ministry, PT has served in worship, 
giving meaningful messages and participating in our mu-
sic ministry. He was instrumental in initiating and main-

taining our church website. 

Although they will be missed, we are grateful to God 
for the time Pastor Tom and Sheryl have spent with us, 
and we have enjoyed watching their family grow. They 
have a passionate heart for youth ministry and have 
worked to meet many challenges while building strong 

relationships with our church family. 

We are excited for this next opportunity for their fam-
ily. Join me in praying for them and wishing them well 

on their next adventure in youth ministry. 

Thanks for the memories ... 
By Pastor Tom (PT), Youth Pastor 

 February is the month when we show love and express 
appreciation. As a youth group, we are blessed to have 
had many different adults help out in serving the youth, 
whether it’s driving teens, attending the Youth rally, or 
assisting on Sunday nights. We have also had many peo-

ple help out with mission trips over the years.  

Ministry is not meant to be done alone; it is meant to be 
done alongside others who share the same passion. So, 
thank you to all the people who have put their mark on 

the youth in our church. 

Many different people and relationships have blessed 
my family since the first time we came on board 6 ½ 
years ago, leaving a mark on my girls, who have only 
known Christ Church as our church, and my family as we 
faced life together. My hope is our family has been a 
blessing to others in our time at Christ as you have been 

to us. 

I hope my biggest mark has been on the lives of the 
teens at Christ. I hope something I said or did for a teen 
will be remembered in their faith journey. Time has a 
way of showing us later in life the different people who 
impacted our lives. I hope we will have many of these 

moments from our time at Christ. 

WHAT’S NEXT FOR CHRIST YOUTH? Trusting in 
God’s purpose and knowing he is in control. As I said, 
every single person can leave a mark on a teen’s life. I 
am just one person, but the body of Christ is many, and 

the love of Christ holds everything together. 
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Church Council will 
host the next Third 
Thursday Dinner 
By Danny Boggs, Chairperson 

The next Third Thursday dinner 
will be on February 20, at 6 PM.  
I haven’t heard what’s cooking, but 
it will be something good. Check 
the weekly bulletins to see what 

side dishes will be needed!  

Thanks to the SPRC committee for 
doing a great job with the dinner in 

January! 

Stories from the Basement 

Success stories of 
hope ... from H.O.P.E.  

By Donna Clark, Director  
Help and Outreach Point of Entry, Inc.  

When you are working with peo-
ple who have been marginalized 
for a long period of time, you have 
a tendency to overlook small tri-
umphs. Triumphs in their lives are 
major factors -- improving the way 
they live, dealing with those 
around them, and giving back to 
the community. We stay so focused 
on getting things accomplished that 
we just keep pushing forward and 
sometimes forget to celebrate suc-
cesses. We have had several suc-
cesses lately, and we want to share 

them with you.  

The gentleman I have been writ-
ing about with the back pain finally 
received treatment and told me that 
he is pain free for the first time in 
eight years. He was whistling 
around the office, cleaning up trash 
and smiling. I may have mentioned 
before that when his pain would hit 
him, he would bark like a dog, es-
pecially when he would sit down in 
a chair. I haven’t heard that bark 
for some time now, and it is won-

derful. 

Another client had been living in 
the woods for several years, has 
been sober for almost a year, and is 
working with the City of Salis-
bury’s Housing First Program. He 
has found a church family that sup-
ports him and strengthens him, 
helping him to maintain his sobri-
ety. He has been waiting for an 
apartment to happen, and God 
made a way for it to fall into place. 
He should be housed by the end of 
January! I’ve known him for five 
years, and this will be the first time 

he will have a roof over his head. 

Serving an average of thirty peo-
ple a day, you tend to just go from 
one client to the next. When you 
step back and look at the way their 
lives improve, a sense of grateful-
ness settles in, and God’s peace 

surrounds you. Thank you Lord. 

Psalm 91 

You can Star in the 
SOUPER BOWL 

No, it's not a typo. You won't get 
blitzed or sacked. In fact, everyone 

comes out of this game a winner.  

The Souper Bowl of Caring is a 
simple, yet significant, effort that 
encourages fans to team-up for a 

different sort of victory.  

On the weekend of January 25-
26, members of Christ-Youth will 
be handing out empty paper bags to 
everyone as they leave the church. 
We ask that you take them home 
and place some non-perishable 
food items inside and return them 
to the church the following week-

end (February 1-February 2).  

During Super Bowl weekend, 
members of Christ-Youth will also 
have empty soup pots to accept 

monetary donations.  

All money and food will be  
donated to the Salisbury Urban  

Ministries. 

It seems that I am always 
thanking the wonderful people 
at “a church called Christ.” 
Again, I thank you so much for 
the cards, prayers, food, and 

even an Advent box. 

You all are such great gifts 
from God. There really are no 
accurate words to thank you all 
for caring. It just means so 

much. 

Thank you again for all your 
many blessings and just being 

there. 

Love and blessings to you. 

Mabel Lee Ball 



 

Men will  
“Get Connected”  

at annual conference 
By Jeff Finney, Chairperson 

“Get Connected” with other men 
in our church and the community 
on Saturday, March 14, for our 2nd 
Annual Men’s Conference. Enjoy 
great music, great speakers, and 
great BBQ between the hours of 8 

AM and 2 PM. 

Tickets are $20 in advance and will 
be available in the foyer before and 
after the worship services, or contact 
me at jfinney@haletrailer.com with 

any questions. 

The Men of the 
Church will meet on 
February 8, at 9 AM 

By Danny Boggs, Chairperson 

We are gearing up for the Men’s 
Conference in March. We need help 
at the ticket sales table before and 
after the worship services, help with 
outside sales to friends and family, 
and help the day of the conference. 
All men are invited to participate in 

any capacity. 

“Care for the Cause” 
supports Salisbury 
Urban Ministries 

By Terri Stuck and Debbie Bounds,  
SUM Representatives 

“Care for the Cause” will be held 
on Sunday, February 23, at 3 PM at 
“a church called Christ.” This free 
annual fundraising event assists 
Salisbury Urban Ministries in its 
mission to serve and minister to the 
needs of materially impoverished 

people in the Salisbury area. 

Outreach programs include a food 
pantry, prescription assistance, a 
Men’s Welcome Center for the 
homeless, God’s Kitchen, where 
lunch is served each Saturday, and 
Kid’s Café, an after-school pro-

gram for area children. 

This event is hosted by Asbury, 
Bethesda, Christ, Grace, St. An-
drews, Trinity, and Wesley Temple 
United Methodist churches. The 
churches will provide musical en-
tertainment, including our own 
Encounter Music Team. The after-
noon includes door prizes, refresh-

ments, and a free-will offering. 

We hope to see you there, as we 

celebrate the work of SUM! 

Time to think about 
camp ... really! 

By Donna Blackwell, Missions 

As you contemplate the polar 
vortex, huddled in front of the fire-
place with your hot cocoa, it may 
seem overly optimistic to be think-
ing about summer and camp. But, it 
really is not too soon to begin plan-

ning a Camp Pecometh summer. 

“A week of camp is filled with 
faith, fun, and fellowship for children 
and youth to grow in their spiritual 
journey. Regardless of the age, 
campers make memories for a life-

time and come back year after year.” 

Programs planned for 2020 include 
learning STEM, horseback riding, 
and archery. A music and drama 
session is being added this year. 
There is even a day camp and family 
camping. The more you read on their 
website or in the brochure, the more 
the programs will excite you and 
your young ones. Camp is an enrich-
ing and challenging opportunity to 
learn lifelong skills and make memo-
ries. Campers frequently say camp is 
the only place they can be them-
selves; they develop confidence and 

independence.  

And remember, we want to help 
you and your family to experience 
camp. There are camperships from 
Camp Pecometh, and “a church 
called Christ.” Please consider a 
camp experience for your kids or 

the whole family. 

For additional information visit 

Pecometh.org 

And if you are seeking a summer 
position while transitioning to col-
lege, (must be 18 +) or on your 
summer break, check out employ-
ment at Camp Pecometh. Not eve-

ryone is a counselor, they also hire 

· Lifeguards / boat driver / water 

sport instructors 

· Maintenance crew members 

· Sales assistant and office assistant 

· Arts & crafts instructor, music 

leader, and photographer 

· Challenge Course facilitator 



Have you thought 
about tithing? 

By Donna Blackwell and umc.org/tithing: 
law of God or gift of God? David S. Bell 

As we enter the second month of 
the year, let me ask, “How is that 
tithing thing going?” Last month, I 
wrote about how easy tithing can 
be, and now I remind you it is a 
great resolution; it does require a 
commitment on our part, but no 
suffering because we gave up our 
favorite food or going out to the 

gym three times a week. 

John Wesley wrote and preached 
about “earning all you can, saving 
all you can, and giving all you 
can.” Wesley felt tithing should be 
the standard, not the ultimate goal. 
Jesus did not ask the disciples for 
just a ten-percent commitment. 
Jesus asked his disciples for a one-

hundred-percent commitment! 

As Christians, we are called to 
give to God “what is right, not 
what is left,” as the popular quote 
from a church marquee states. God 
calls us to offer our “first fruits,” 
not the “leftovers.” First-fruits giv-
ing requires us to follow the prem-
ise that all we have in life is a gift 
from God! He provides all we 

need. 

We are called to balance between 

our wants, needs, and desires. 

Tithing provides the assets for 
congregations to launch and ex-
pand ministries. Together, we are 
able to accomplish far more than 
most of us can achieve individu-
ally. Tithing congregations are bea-
cons of spiritual vitality and health. 
They are communities grounded in 
spiritual relationships, beginning 
with a relationship to God as the 
primary source of strength, hope, 

and life. 

On January 3, our 
Bishop, Peggy Johnson, 
sent a letter from the 
Council of Bishops an-
nouncing a mediated 
proposal for the separa-
tion of our worldwide 
church. I offer this brief 
summary and invite your 

questions and comments. 

As you may recall, the 
2019 General Conference of the 
worldwide UMC included a motion 
to change the UMC Book of Disci-
pline rules concerning sexuality 
guidelines for clergy. While the 
motion sought to make the rules 
more liberal in regards to LGBTQ 
inclusion in ordained ministry and 
the performance of same-sex mar-
riages, the position finally adopted 
after much controversy was an 
even more conservative approach 
to the existing, traditional rules. 
This prompted many to fear a sig-
nificant schism in the UMC and 
much discussion on how our de-
nomination may have to consider 
the splitting of assets and the pro-

tection of clergy pension plans. 

An informal working group rep-
resenting factions from across the 
spectrum of UMC membership was 
formed by Bishop Yambasu of Si-
erra Leone in an effort to mediate 
the diverse positions that resulted 
from that Conference. The group 
was composed of representation 
from traditionalists, centrists and 
progressives. After months of de-
liberation, they have unanimously 
agreed to a proposal that they are 
seeking to have presented formally 
at the upcoming General Confer-
ence for discussion and vote. It 
outlines a framework for Regional 
Conferences and local churches 
who are concerned that the UMC 
will continue to press for and will 
eventually adopt rules that accept 
the ordination of LGBTQ clergy 
and the performance of same-sex 
“marriages,” to form a separate 
denomination retaining the present 

conservative rules, 
provide a means by 
which to allocate 
jointly held assets, 
and protect clergy 

pensions. 

Local churches and 
Regional Confer-
ences who wish to 
continue under the 
current leadership 

will not have to take any additional 
actions, but will likely be faced with 
motions once again to allow ordina-
tion of LGBTQ clergy and the per-
formance of same-sex marriages. 
Those seeking to retain the present 
traditional rules would have to vote 
on appropriate motions at their re-
spective regional conferences or 
church council meetings, provided 
that at least 20 percent of the mem-
bership requests such a motion. None 
of this will happen unless and until 
the proposal of the working group is 
presented and passed at the 2020 
General Conference, May 5-15, in 

Minneapolis. 

Please keep the leadership of the 
United Methodist Church world-
wide in your prayers, as they con-
tinue to seek God’s will in this sen-
sitive subject. I will be happy to 
share more information with you 
and answer questions to the best of 

my ability at any time. 

For additional detailed information 

see: 

Protocol of Reconciliation  
& Grace Through Separation  

(do a web search) 

www.unitedmethodistbishops.org 

What does the future hold  
for the worldwide United Methodist Church? 

By Norm Wolske, Lay Leader 



What does the future hold  
for the worldwide United Methodist Church? 

For the last couple of years, our denomination has been roughly evenly divided between those who identify as tradi-

tionalists and those who identify as liberals on the issue of human sexuality.  

Last week, we heard the sad news about our denomination splitting – from the bishop’s email and through the media. 
When SunAe and I met many of you on various occasions, we realized that many of the Christ church family not only 
have deep concerns about this disagreement and split, but also that not everyone clearly understands what’s really 

going on with this sensitive issue. So, I want to just clarify and make sure we all understand.  

Many are under the misconception that the UMC has not welcomed, or has rebuked, condemned, and even rejected 
LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender, and Questionable) people. Historically and generally, we have 
opened the church doors to the LGBTQ groups to worship and have fellowship together, welcomed them to the com-
munion table, accepted them as members if they want to join, and had no problem sharing lay leadership responsibili-
ties and positions, even if we did not agree with or advocated for homosexuality in practice. This is a fact that both 

“sides” agree on.  

However, there are a few uncompromising issues between progressives and traditionalists.  

According to our Book of Discipline, the denomination’s collection of laws and doctrines,  

we, Methodists, believe, “The practice of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching” (Social Principle, 
304. 310, 2702). Methodist pastors are not to conduct same-sex weddings, and “self-avowed practicing homosexuals” 
cannot be ordained. Liberals have asked to remove these sentences, and the major arguments you hear about have 

stemmed from the issue of removing these lines.   

Last year, we had the Special General Conference in St. Louis. We voted and the result was 438 to 384 to reaffirm its 
teachings against same-sex marriage and LGBTQ clergy. 833 delegates from both overseas and domestic annual con-
ferences chose the conservative plan that affirmed the denomination’s current teachings against practicing homosexu-
ality. After the Special General Conference, there were many movements from the progressive side, and finally last 
week we heard the sad news about the split. A group of leaders within the United Methodist Church agreed to submit a 
proposal that would allow the denomination to split into two or more new denominations at the upcoming General 

Conference in Minneapolis this coming May. 

Many of us probably want to know,”Then what’s next?” “How does this decision affect my faith or my pastor?” 
“What’s the future of Christ Church?” I don’t believe that SunAe or I are the right people to answer all of these ques-

tions fully, because it is a very complicated process  

and there are many unpredictable factors down the road. However, one thing is becoming clear. It seems inevitable to 
separate our denomination, and most likely, at a certain point in time, Christ UMC will vote, and pastors Koo will also 

vote, on sides, whether we like it or not.  

The United Methodist Church is the second-largest Protestant denomination in the United States.  

We have more than 30,000 churches and 13 million members globally. Unfortunately, we would formally split the 
church, citing “fundamental differences” over same-sex marriage. I believe many of you have been shocked, disap-

pointed, and sad about this development.  

Regardless of “sides,” we must remember the one simple truth – that our God is bigger than our differences. I ask for 

your continuous prayer for our denomination and Christ Church’s future.  



If we have missed your 
birthday, anniversary, or 
a special celebration, 
please call the church 
office (410-742- 5334), 
Carolee Greenwood 
(443-944-3782), or put a 
note in the offering plate. 

Mark & Jen Pitoniak 

Jordan & Jess Nichols 

Jim & Penny Carey 

Buddy & Keila Chatham 

Mitchell & Janet Dennis 

Buddy & Becky Shaffer 

Calvin & Darla Thomas 

Gary & Mickey Yokois 

Jim & Susan Upton 

Charlie & Jani Long 

Bill & Linda Gsell 

02/03 

02/07 

02/09 

02/11 

02/14 

02/14 

02/18 

02/18 

02/20 

02/25 

02/26 

______________ 

Jeanette Brown for having her picture in the Salisbury 
Star (see the bulletin board). 

____________ 

Cole Parsons for having his picture in The Daily 
Times (see the bulletin board). 

______________ 

Jani Long for having her picture in The Daily Times 
(see the bulletin board). 

______________ 

Get this newsletter via  
e-mail and you will save  
the church $ each month 

To get CrossRoads by 
e-mail, send an e-mail to 
tomchicken@aol.com — 
put “Newsletter” in the 
subject line. 

Dawn Cheney 

John Hanson 

Diane Jones 

Katie Parsons 

Marty Yates 

Ed Barnard 

Linda Deyunn 

Joan Kim 

Brandy Taylor 

Jack Palmer 

Jacob Palmer 

Jack Steffy 

Mike Cheney 

Robert Jones 

Greg Knowles 

Don Wright 

Linda Wright 

Aaron Carey 

Diane Phillips 

Brenda Sawyer 

Jill Fish 

Rosalie Johnson 

Margaret McSheffry 

Michael Donaway 

Michelle Grager 

Robert Grim 

Charlie Hendron 

Vivian Blakelock 

02/15 

02/15 

02/15 

02/15 

02/16 

02/17 

02/17 

02/17 

02/17 

02/17 

02/17 

02/18 

02/19 

02/20 

02/20 

02/23 

02/24 

02/25 

02/25 

02/25 

02/26 

02/26 

02/26 

02/27 

02/27 

02/27 

02/27 

02/28 

Terrie Collins 

Dale Albert 

Carol Mason 

Ian Clarke 

Darlene Detroy 

Chet Fritts 

Ellen Pilchard 

Bob Robison 

Linda Steffy 

Betsy Habich 

Donna Lowe 

Bill Green 

Sherry Perkins 

Joan Maddox 

Jane Thomas 

Katie Killian 

Patricia Smullen 

Joan Norman 

Pat Smith 

Donald Bounds 

Keith Downey 

Amanda McWilliams 

Nancy Reese 

Ed Deyunn 

Judy Duitscher 

Teresa Niblett  

Chris Raynor 

Mike Stuck 

02/02 

02/03 

02/03 

02/04 

02/04 

02/05 

02/05 

02/05 

02/05 

02/06 

02/06 

02/07 

02/08 

02/09 

02/09 

02/10 

02/11 

02/12 

02/13 

02/13 

02/13 

02/13 

02/14 

02/14 

02/14 

02/14 

02/14 

02/14 

Janice Hurley (88) died on January 15. She will 
be missed by her husband, Pastor Tom, of 69 
years , her family, and her many friends. 
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Current 
Benevolences 
Total Current 

 
Building 
Kitchen 

Fall Festival 
Other 

Total Non-Current 

$443,384 
19,690 

$463,074 
  

 $ 35,312 
12,838 
13,094 
27,578 

$ 88,822 

Christ United Methodist Church 
January-December 2019 

Payroll 
Apportionments 

Ministries 
Office 

Utilities 
Maintenance 

Insurance 
Repairs, etc. 

Missions 
Benevolences 

Other 
Total Current 

 
Building 

Other 
Total Non-Current 

$257,731 
45,770 
32,657 
16,814 
32,658 
18,221 
10,402 
11,065 
44,826 
31,427 

100 
$501,671 

 
$100,081 

0 
$100,081 

Income Expenses 

Community Band 
Concert in the Church 
(too cold in the Park) 

Sunday, February 2 

3:00 PM  
Join us in the Sanctuary for an hour 

of great music by the Salisbury 
Community Band as they present a 
free concert on Sunday, February 2, 

at 3 PM.  


