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Next meeting of the
“Plarn Committee” is
January 15
By Donna Blackwell, Coordinator

Sewing Group
continues to support
various missions
By Darlene Detroy, Chairperson

Our sewing group continues
to make items for Haiti and
Project Linus.
If you have fleece that you
no longer want, please place
it in the Cancer Kit box in
the lobby, and we will make
use of it in one of these
projects. We can also use
white cotton material, pillow
cases, and other printed
cotton material for items for
Haiti.
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We have almost completed
the original “plarn” project of
creating sleeping mats for the
homeless from up-cycled
plastic bags. To date, we
have delivered 21 mats to
H.O.P.E. The recipients seem
very pleased and are grateful
for these mats and their
carrying bags. We have
plenty of bags to complete at
least six more mats, so
please, no more plastic bags
— we are working our way
through what has been donated.
We are also working on
helmet liners for our military
overseas through Project We
Care. We would love your leftover yarns — any type or
weight — for our future
projects – baby hats and blankets and scarves and hats for
the homeless. (If you want to
donate new skeins of yarn, that
would be great, too!)
The committee continues to
meet on the 1st and 3rd Monday of each month in the Education Building, at 4:30 PM.
HOWEVER, we will meet just
once in January — on the
15th. Please come out and join
us. Don’t knit or crochet?
Come anyway! We have
teachers for both who are
happy to share their skills. Or
just come for the fellowship!
If you know of a worthy,
local organization seeking
handcrafted items, please let
us know; we are anxious to
share our skills and your yarn.

Red Bird Mission
adds a
farmer’s market
By Darlene Detroy, Chairperson

There is now a mobile
dental clinic available to the
people of Appalachia, and it
will be able to reach individuals who are housebound or
unable to come to the mission.
Red Bird Valley Farm
Market is a new venture, and
thirteen Grow Appalachia
participants with a Value
Added Farm or Market certification can now sell local
products at their certified
Kentucky Farmer’s Market
and on the Queendale
campus.
Many of the individuals
who grew up on the Queendale campus have returned to
work at Red Bird Mission.
One such person is Meredith,
who received her education
at Red Bird Mission, worked
for AmeriCorps for two
years, and returned to Red
Bird to work as their Community Aid Ministry
Coordinator.
We continue to collect box
tops and Fund for Education
labels and to-date have
mailed in 2,278 labels. Keep
them coming; they are pure
gold to Red Bird Mission.

We are a “tithing church,”
but could “tithing” be your benchmark?
By Donna Blackwell, Missions Chairperson

As you may know,
this is a tithing
church. What does
that mean to you? It
means that 10% of
your offering goes to
support missions. In
this case, it is the
Missions Committee
and all the organizations, church committees,
and evangelist outreach we
support.
Tithing is a one-tenth part
of something, paid as a
contribution to a religious
organization or compulsory
tax to government. For our
purposes, it is to the church.
A lot of this information
comes from the umc.org
website: The Church says
that tithing is “the minimum
goal of giving ...,” but does
not specify whether that is
from the net or the gross.
Many tithe from their
adjusted gross income, and
many tithe out of the aftertax income, and some don’t
tithe at all. The important
thing is to begin to tithe.
God can always work on the
details later.
All church budgets would
be full-to-overflowing, if
everyone tithed. The average
giving by church members is
less than 2.5 percent of a
members’ annual income.
Think what we could do —
the Vet Dogs we could
sponsor, the children we
could feed, the homeless we
could shelter…

As Christians,
we are called to
give to God
“what is right,
not what is left,”
as the popular
quote from a
church marquee
states, “God
calls us to offer
our first-fruits, not the
leftovers.”
First-giving requires that
we believe the theological
premise that our possessions
and assets ultimately belong
to God. All that we have in
life is a gift from God!
Since the tithe was figured
in so many different ways in
the Hebrew Bible, Rev. Cliff
Christopher and Rev. Herb
Mather took the stance in
their book Holy Smoke!
Whatever Happened to
Tithing? that the tithe is a
benchmark. Benchmarks are
a measure growth; the tithe
can be a measure of spiritual
growth. Begin where you are,
then tithe on the net, and then
move on to setting a benchmark of tithing on the gross.
As a preacher and founder
of the Methodist Church,
John Wesley said a person
should be “earning all you
can, saving all you can, and
giving all you can.”
Start 2018 with the commitment to tithe.

Financial Peace
University — learn
how to budget, get
and stay out of debt,
save, and invest!
By Teresa Niblett, Coordinator

The church will be hosting
Dave Ramsey’s Financial
Peace University this winter.
This 9-week course will be
held on Tuesday evenings
from 6:30 - 8:30 PM. It will
run from January 23 through
March 20.
If you purchase a kit
through the church, the cost
is $95. Come check out the
first class for free. The average family pays off $5,000+
in the first three months.
Questions? Contact me at
teresa.niblett@peninsula.org
or 443-614-4960.
You can also visit the class
page at ww.fpu.com/1053469
for an overview of the weekly
sessions.

5 simple tips to age gracefully
and be happy in the new year
By: Kelly-Anne Grammes, Aging GRACEfully Coordinator

Cancer Kits
to be assembled
on February 20
By Darlene Detroy, Chairperson

We will be preparing
another 75-80 kits on February 20. The kits will be
donated to Radiation Oncology at PRMC and Women
Supporting Women. Items
needed are lip balm, note
paper, scarves, wrapped
candy, hand sanitizer, Word
Search books, reading material (small books such as
Reader’s Digest, Guidepost,
etc.), nail files, and chewing
gum. We have enough tissues
and pens for now.
We greatly appreciate all
the items provided by the
congregation for these kits. If
you would like to join us in
putting these kits together,
we will be meeting at 9:30
AM, in Room E-5 of the
Education Building.

* Eat Healthy and
Exercise. Talk to
your doctor about
healthy eating habits
and exercise programs to fit your lifestyle and health.
Some tips that might
help … Plan meals ahead of
time, exchange healthy recipes
with friends or family, take
walks or participate in a group
exercise class. Healthy eating
habits and exercise have countless health benefits, especially
as we age –lowering your risk
of developing chronic health
conditions, such as heart
disease and diabetes, increasing cardiovascular health,
strengthening bones, improving balance, and managing
weight.
* Get a check-up by your
physician. An ounce of
prevention is worth a pound of
cure. That’s why you should
have an annual check-up with
your primary care doctor. He
or she will be able to spot any
issues early, before they become major health crises, and
assist you in staying healthy.
* Learn to use technology.
A study in 2010 found that seniors are the fastest growing
demographic on social
networks. It might seem a bit
intimidating at first, but ask a
friend or loved one for a lesson.
Once you are comfortable,
communicating and trading
pictures via email becomes a
snap. Even better, webcams
allow “face-to-face” conversa-

tions between
family members
who live far apart.
* Talk about the
hard stuff. This
resolution is not
fun, but it is the
most important. While you are
still able, set the standards of
care you desire should you
become incapacitated later.
Decide if you want to stay in
your home with a designated
caregiver (will it be a family
member or a will you hire a
professional?) or relocate to an
assisted-living facility or longterm-care facility (explore options in your area). Talk about
estate planning and wills,
along with other related issues.
Discussing these things in
advance ensures that your
wishes are recorded and understood by all. It also helps prepare everyone for the inevitable.
* Ask for help when you
need it. Older adults today are
part of an independent generation that prides itself on the
ability to “go it alone.”
Unfortunately, this isn’t
always the best attitude if your
physical or mental capabilities
are decreasing. There is no
shame in accepting help you
so willingly provided for
others all those years. Take a
realistic look at what you can
and cannot accomplish, and
ask for assistance where
needed. Both you and your
loved ones will benefit.

Women’s Ministry Moment

Join us for “Apples of Gold”
By Linda Franklin, Coordinator

There’s nothing like
an old sticker!
How far back
do yours go?
By Donna White-Elliott

I’m still collecting name
and address label stickers.
We used many of the Christmas stickers on the envelopes
in the Advent boxes. So, if
you have any left over, I am
collecting them for use next
year.
So far, the oldest date on
the stickers we have received
is 2003! It’s a new year and a
great time to clean out your
drawers and let go of the
clutter! I will even cut off the
name and address part, if you
don’t choose to.
Please donate your Crystal
Light containers. We use
them in our mission projects.
They are the plastic containers that contain 6 packets of
drink-mix powder.
These items can be placed
in the wooden Cancer Kit
box in the foyer.
Thanks for your continued
support of these projects.

Happy New Year!
It’s time for New
Beginnings, New
Focus, New Start,
New Intentions, and
New Results!
New Beginnings: How
thankful I am, as I look at a
brand-new calendar’s blank
pages to be filled in. I greet
this year with immense anticipation and expectation.
New Focus: We are all
called to be salt and light
(Matthew 5:13-16), and we are
to do the work that God sent
us to do. It is easy for us to
focus on our weaknesses,
but if God asks us to do something, then He will help us
get the job done. If the job
involves some of our weak
areas, then we can TRUST
that He will provide words,
strength, courage, and ability
where needed.
New Start for Women’s
Ministry: I believe we will
all be salt and light when we
uphold the scriptures. Ladies,
I would love for you to join
me in God’s work, as we
joyfully and purposefully
train women in the practical
application of the Biblical
principles found in Titus 2:3-5.
We will be using the “Apples
of Gold” six-week nurturing
ministry for women. The Bible
lessons go straight to the heart,
and lives are changed!
New Intentions with
New Results: Please join me,
as we keep our eyes on Jesus

and TRUST
God for the outcomes during
this new season
in women’s
ministry. For
more information on how to join this new
ministry focus, please contact
me at 410-430-4424 or lindafranklin318@gmail.com.
Shelly Miller writes,
“Relinquishment of outcomes
precedes the miracle God
wants to do in and through
us.”

Save the date for the
Shelter Project
By Debbie Bounds, Chairperson

In 2018, we will once again
join area churches and participate in the Community
Emergency Shelter Project.
Its goal is to provide overnight housing and meals for
homeless men in Salisbury
during the coldest months of
the year.
Our week runs from March
10-17. To find out how you
can help, see the article in
next month’s newsletter.

In 2018, let’s resolve to do what is right
By Pastor Kevin

Meet another of our
new members!
By Judy Grim, Membership Secretary

In November, Dawn Nichols became a member during
the Saturday Nite Lite service. Dawn lives in Pittsville
and works at Cadista, in
Salisbury. She is single, has
two brothers and one sister,
and enjoys playing softball.
Dawn said that her niece
and nephews were coming to
CUMC, so she started attending, as well. She has been
coming for about eight years
and says it’s a wonderful
church that feels like home.
Welcome, Dawn.

Stewardship
does not have to be
complicated
By Irene Phillips, Chairperson

May this verse,
found in a Christmas card,
be our goal for 2018:
Help a stranger,
Praise a child,
Light a candle,
Share your love,
Sing for joy,
Lend a hand,
Pray for peace,
Understand.

A few years ago, Terri,
Ryan, and I went to see one
of the Harry Potter movies. It
was very good, and one of
the closing lines has stayed
with me. Harry is sitting on
his bed and has packed to go
home. He is obviously
shaken by the events that
have taken place. Dumbledore is consoling him. He
tells Harry, “In the future, we
will all have to decide
whether to do what is easy or
what is right.” Those words
hit me hard. Sometimes it is
just that simple. Sometimes
we choose to do what is easy,
or we do what is right.
When we look at matters of
faith, we find that a faith-led
life is hard and sometimes
painful. The right choice or the
right path is almost always
more painful and difficult. The
lesson we often learn in matters of faith is that we must
lean more on Jesus and depend
less on our own abilities. We
are prone to failure, but Jesus
never fails. We are weak, but
Jesus is strong. Learning to
accept the difficult tasks that
are sometimes set before us on
our faith journey and to lean
more on Jesus is what a maturing faith teaches us. We learn,
in time, that if it is easily accomplished, it is probably not
God-inspired or God-led.
As we begin a new year, I
ask you to consider making a
resolution to do what is right
this year. In your personal
lives, strive to do what is
right. Keep those movies or

magazines or anything else
that might be inappropriate
out of your house. Resolve to
pray at least twice daily – in
addition to praying at meals.
In personal dealings, in business dealings, in professional
dealings, resolve to do what
is right over what is easy.
Make that resolution, seal it
with a spirit-led prayer, and
let’s see what happens.
In matters of the Church,
let’s resolve to do what’s
right for the Church. That is
what glorifies God! We must
realize early on that sometimes what is right for many
people in the Church, may
not be right for a few. The
question is, will we do what
is right or what is easy?
The key to everything we
do, whether in our personal
lives or in the Church, is
keeping our focus on Jesus
and leaning firmly on Him.
When we keep our focus on
Jesus and on serving His people in a manner that is pleasing to Him, our efforts will
be blessed. Jesus warned us
that we would have trouble.
However, we have the opportunity to begin a new year
with a new resolve to do
what is right. Will you do
what is right -- or what is
easy? Think about it. Pray
about it. I am …
“I have told you these
things, so that in me you may
have peace. In this world you
will have trouble. But take
heart! I have overcome the
world.” John 16:33

Celebrate
3rd Thursday
in January
By Danny Boggs, Chairperson

Who turned out the lights?

Our next church-wide dinner will be held on Thursday,
January 18, in Fellowship
Hall at 6 PM. With all the
cold weather, it is time for
some “comfort-food.”

One of the things I love about Christmas is the wonderful “lightshow” we see all around us. From simple
candles in the windows to elaborate displays that take
up most of the lawn and illuminate the whole house, we
put up lights for Christmas. It is such a beautiful season.
Then, suddenly it’s over.

The church will provide
beef stew and the drinks.
Suggestions for covered
dishes include any type of
bread or cornbread, salads,
and desserts. Bring a dish
and your appetite and join us!

I remember when I was growing up that December 26
was not my favorite day of the year. All of that waiting
and anticipating, all of the excitement of Christmas, and
then, in the blink of an eye, it was over.

Men of the Church
welcome
in a new year
By Danny Boggs, Chairperson

The Men of the Church will
meet on January 13, at 9 AM,
in Fellowship Hall.
After breakfast, we will be
discussing some projects for
the coming year. We hope to
see some new faces along
with our regular attendees.

Sometimes, it seems that way with Christmas lights.
Most people leave them up until New Year’s Day.
Those who remember that there are twelve days of
Christmas leave them up until Epiphany (January 6)
In either case, riding from Salisbury to Nanticoke, or
just riding around Salisbury for that matter, seems
kind of dreary. We don’t feel that same sense of warmth
and comfort we felt when everything was all lit up.
Everything seems dark. Who turned out the lights?
Fortunately, the “true” light of Christmas never goes
out. In the Gospel according to John, we read “The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot
extinguish it.” The light is Jesus Christ, whose birth we
have just celebrated. He comes with the Good News of
God’s love, grace, forgiveness, and mercy. He comes
with God’s offer of new and everlasting life.
A light shines in the darkness, and no one can ever
turn out that light!
Peace,
Pastor Bill

Christmas was a season of giving H.O.P.E.to those in need
By Donna Clark RN, Director Help and Outreach Point of Entry, Inc.

In December, life here at
H.O.P.E., Inc. was hectic to
put it mildly. The generosity
of the community was overwhelming, and we had a
good response to our plea for
help with our dental program
and our annual campaign.
WMDT donated 200 coats
that had to be divided up by
sizes and stored. Our space is
small, and, as you can imagine, we had coats everywhere!
Other wonderful people
continue to put together kits
for the homeless. They fill
Crystal Light canisters with
two disposable toothbrushes,
hand wipes, Chap Stick,
cough drops, mints, a comb,
a flash light, and a nail file.
If you use Crystal Light,

What a wonderful time of
the year it was! Those in
need know when we receive
things, and we were nonstop
busy.

please save those containers
for us. We will pass them on
to these wonderful people
who make up the kits.
Others stopped by to drop
off more coats, “pop-top”
and other food items, hats,
blankets, and gloves.
A group from Christ United
Methodist Church is crocheting mats, made with “plarn”
from plastic bags, to keep the
cold from chilling the homeless while they sleep on the
ground.

In one day, we saw 59 different people and were able
to meet most of their needs.
The air is getting chilly and
there is always the threat of
snow, so blankets have been
a priority for them.
“Thank you,” to each and
every one of you who donated items or money. You
continue to make a difference
in our community.
2 Corinthians 9: 6-8

Dear Christ Church Friends,
Never before, in her 93
years of living, has my
mother experienced the
loving care of a church
family (really the hands and
feet of God,) as you have
demonstrated it to her. She
tells me about the many
kindnesses people have
done for her. Although she
doesn’t always remember
the names, she knows the
faces and feels the love. I
know God is teaching her
through each of you how to
accept His love.
Although I cannot thank
each of you personally, I
trust you will accept my
appreciation for all you
have done to bring my
mother into a greater recognition of how much God
loves all of us. My prayer
for all of you is that my
humble words will be an
encouragement to each of
you and help you recognize
how very important your
ministry is in furthering
God’s message of love.
Wishing you all the
blessings of this Christmas season — love, joy,
peace, and hope.
In Christ’s love,
Joyce Collins
(Juanita Merrill’s daughter)

Thank you, and Christ
United Methodist Church,
for the beautiful poinsettia! It is a beautiful plant
that I will enjoy this
Christmas season. You and
your church are amazing
and really do spoil us!
Thank you for ALL that
you do for us.
Have a Merry Christmas!
Fondly,
Katy Seman
We would like to thank
Rev. Bill Green and Rev.
Tom McKelvey for the
beautiful service they did
in memory of our son,
Clark Lowe. We would
also like to thank Susan
Robinson and Norm Wolske for the beautiful music
they provided, along with
the help of Tom Robinsons’
tech support.
We also appreciate all
the people who worked on
the service and the men
and women in the kitchen
that provided delicious
meals.
Thank you all so much,
John and Sandy Millenburg
and family

Dear Christ's UM Church,
Thank you for sharing
your parking lot with us
once again. Grandparents'
Day was a great success.
We are grateful for your
partnership.
Blessings,
Lynn Franks, Principal
Salisbury Christian School
I want to thank all the
people that made a card
for each day until Christmas. Thanks again to the
group that worked so hard
for a 93-year-old woman.
Thanks,
Juanita B. Merrill

Members of Christ Church:
Thanks to Pastor Bill
and Rev. McKelvey for
their visits while Jim was
in the hospital. Also
thanks to the church
members for their cards,
calls, and prayers. Jim is
improving every day.
Hope everyone has a
wonderful Christmas and
New Year.
Thanks again,
Jim and Cindy Jester

______________
Michael Grammes
Jennifer Place
Trey Mason
Patsy Albert
Beverly Pope
Terry Johnson
Flo Brotzman
Dick Larmore
Donna White-Elliott
Weslee Peek
Alicia Tolbert
Gary Harlan
Rick Hutson
Greg Nay
Tommy Zimmerman
Dave Duitscher
Mary Lou Steimer
Melody Cain
Cary Cobb
Shawn Niblett
Robert Seward
Diane Thomas
Beau Baker

01/01
01/01
01/02
01/03
01/03
01/04
01/05
01/05
01/07
01/08
01/08
01/09
01/09
01/09
01/09
01/10
01/10
01/11
01/11
01/11
01/12
01/12
01/13

Sandy Bradley
Tom Holland
Jenna Hastings
Gary Martin
Margaret Ann Shockley
Seth Irwin
Michael Rayne
Sophia Christie
Peggy Kinnamon
Robyn Martin
Pam Hendron
Leeanne Morrison
Gary Peek
Brian Karch
Al Diemel
Joel Smith
William Cuffee
Alicia Knowles
Bill Gsell
Linda Mitchell
Charles Staffeldt
Bob Zimmer

Gary & Nancy Martin
David & Lynn Morgan
Jim & Joan Norman

01/13
01/14
01/15
01/16
01/16
01/17
01/18
01/19
01/20
01/21
01/23
01/23
01/23
01/24
01/25
01/26
01/28
01/28
01/30
01/30
01/30
01/31

Keith Downey for having his picture in the
Salisbury Independent (see the bulletin board).
______________

Our oldest church member, Dalice Williams
(101) died on December 17. Please keep
her family and friends in your prayers,

01/12
01/22
01/28

Get this newsletter via e-mail and you
will save the church $ each month
To get CrossRoads by e-mail, send Tom
Robinson an e-mail at tomchicken@aol.com
— put “Newsletter” in the subject line.

If we have missed your
birthday, anniversary, or
a special celebration,
please call the church
office (410-742- 5334),
Carolee Greenwood
(443-944-3782), or put a
note in the offering plate.
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It’s going to be an EXCITING 2018 for Christ-Youth!!
By Pastor Tom, Youth Pastor

The end of a year provides
us time for reflection. A
reflection on wonderful
things that have happened
over the past year and a time
to reflect on what is to come
in the year ahead.
The same is true in ministry
-- and especially when ministering to youth. There are
always huge changes from
one year to the next.
Over the last year, I have
watched different teens step
up to lead our prayer time on
Sunday nights.
I have also seen teens inviting friends to join them in
Youth Group and others
helping out with various
church events besides our

regular Sunday night activities. I was excited that three
teens helped with the Christmas Eve services.
It has also been great to
have new leaders share their
talents and ideas on Sunday
nights. Not only do we have
new “older-adults” stepping
up to help our youth, but it is
“way cool” to have youth
from the past come back to
help lead, also.

Once again, the new year
will start off with a large
group of teens heading to
Ocean City for a three-day
rally. This is always a great
way to kick-start the new
year and an annual event that
creates many memories. We
are just praying for NO
SNOW STORM this year.
I have faith and hope
that 2018 will be a year of
celebration, so please keep
praying with me that this
becomes a reality!

