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A new Confirmation Class  
starts in late January 

By Tom Blackford, Youth Leader 

One thing that we as a church celebrate is seeing our 
young people join together to hear the history and call-
ing of the Methodist church through Confirmation.  

We do this each year through a joint class with the 
other Methodist churches in the area.   

We would love to have teens, 6th grade and older, 
from all our services and ministries join this group, 
which will meet on Sunday afternoons.  

After the classes are over, we will celebrate as we  
welcome them into the membership of the 
church. So, please talk with your teens, and take 
some time to pray about this next step in their faith 
journey. Bulletin inserts with more information will 
be out soon. 

If you have questions, contact me at christyouth-
leaders@gmail.com,  

SPRC will host next  
Third Thursday Dinner   

By Danny Boggs, Chairperson 

On January 16, at 6 PM, the Staff-Parish Relations 
Committee will prepare ham and provide beverages 
for the first Third Thursday church-wide dinner of 
2020. 

Won't you join them and bring a covered-dish to 
share? Suggestions include rolls or bread, vegeta-
bles, fruit salads, casseroles, potatoes, or desserts. 

Let's start the new year off with some great food 
and fellowship, Hope to see you there! 

New Sunday morning  
adult Bible Study —  

“Revelation - The Final Curtain” 

By Tom Robinson, Facilitator 

On Sunday, January 5, from 9:45 - 10:30 AM, in 
the Education Building, we will begin a new adult 
Bible study, “Revelation - The Final Curtain.” 

From the day of the writing of Revelation, believ-
ers and unbelievers alike have been captivated by its 
symbols, intrigued by its language, and stirred by  
its message. As one of the most studied and least 
understood books of the Bible, Revelation has  
inspired art, music, and literature — as well as 
unparalleled controversy.  

“Revelation - The Final Curtain” will help you 
understand and apply some of the most relevant and 
challenging words from the closing chapters of 
God’s written Word. As you feeling hopeless? 
Struggling with sin and temptation? Fretting over 
the future? Revelation cuts to the heart of our deep-
est yearnings and questions about life, unveiling the 
central figure of Scripture in all His awesome glory: 
Jesus Christ. 

If you are trying to figure out how the Bible  
applies to your everyday life, this could be the class 
for you. This class is for men and women of all 
ages, single or married.  

Each week is a complete lesson, so it’s okay if you 
can only attend one or two weeks or all thirteen. 

We hope you will join our Sunday morning Bible 
study. If you are new to the church, this is a great 
way to meet other people. 
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 Increase in Cancer 
Kit requests means 
more items needed  

By Darlene Detroy, Chairperson 

First of all, many, many thanks to 
everyone who participated in any 
way in providing items for and 
delivering these kits to PRMC and 
Women Supporting Women in 
2019.  

We will be preparing 50 - 75 
more kits on February 18. Items 
needed are word search books, 
small bottles of water, lip balm, 
hand sanitizer, pads of paper or 
small notebooks, chewing gum, 
wrapped candy, scarves, and read-
ing material such as Readers Digest 
and other “small-sized” magazines. 

We assembled 90 kits last No-
vember, so the need has in-
creased. We are very grateful for 
the help the congregation gives for 
this outreach mission project. 

May we be good 
“stewards” in 2020 

By Irene Phillips,  
Stewardship Chairperson 

“Stewardship” is frequently refer-
enced as a “churchy” word  and is  
rarely discussed in depth beyond 
time, talent, and treasure.   

You may ask, “What else is ex-
pected of me beyond  the three 
T’s? I share my talent; I give freely 
of my treasure; and I use my time 
carefully.” 

While this is commendable, it is 
the wise steward who questions if  
God’s expectations are being met.  

Do I believe time belongs to me 
and me alone? 

Do I expect something in return 
for my talent?     

Do I practice fiscal prudence with 
my treasure? 

As 2020 begins, may God bring 
“a church called Christ” time to 
bring the Word to others, talents to 
freely share, and a healthy fiscal 
picture . 

Donations needed  
for Salisbury  

Urban Ministries 

Lazarus Food Pantry: 

· Mac ‘N Cheese 

· Crackers 

· Soup 

Kids Café: 

· Individually Packaged Cookies 

· Individually Packaged Snacks 

· Fruit Bars 

Men’s Welcome Center: 

· T-Shirts (Sizes L to XXL) 

· Men’s Boxers (Sizes L to XXL) 

Donations can be dropped off 
in the box in the church foyer. 

“Care for the Cause” 

A fundraiser supporting Salisbury Urban Ministries 

Sunday, February 23, at 3 PM 

At Christ UM Church 

Music/Entertainment/Refreshments 

Fundraiser Supporting  

Salisbury Urban Ministries 

Lazarus Food & RX Program 

Men’s Welcome Center 
God’s Kitchen 

Kid’s Café After-School Program 

 

Free Admission  
a Free-Will Offering will be taken 

 

Hosted By: Asbury, Bethesda, Christ, Grace, St. Andrews, Trinity and 
Wesley Temple United Methodist Churches 

 

Make Checks Payable to: Salisbury Urban Ministries  
A non-profit 501(c)(3) Organization 



 Men of the Church to 
meet on January 11 

By Danny Boggs, Chairperson 

The next meeting of the Men of 
the Church will be on Saturday, 
January 11, at 9 AM, in Fellowship 
Hall. 

Roland Brotzman will present the 
devotion, and we will be gearing 
up for the Men's Conference, in 
March. Come on out and see how 
we all can contribute to the success 
of this upcoming event. 

This month, we are highlighting 
the Christian Shelter (CS), one the 
many organizations supported by 
your donations through your Mis-
sions committee.  

The CS has been providing a safe 
shelter, nutritious meals, referrals 
to needed community services, and 
practical and spiritual direction for 
over 30 years. It is a temporary 
emergency shelter for men, wom-
en, and the children who accompa-
ny them who are in crisis and have 
no place to live. It is staffed and 
operates 24/7.  

Residents of Wicomico, Somer-
set, and Worcester counties are 
placed first, followed by others 
who have no place to live. All must 
have proof of their identity and be 
willing to abide by the shelter rules 
— no smoking, foul language, 
TV’s, portable CD players, IPods, 
radios, or cell phones are allowed 
in dorms or rooms. Attendance at 
devotions is required.  

Patrons cannot have stayed in the 
shelter in the past 6 months, and 30 
days is the maximum length of 
stay. 

Donations are always welcome, 
especially toilet paper, paper tow-
els, cooking oil, trash bags, tea 
bags, paper lunch bags, sugar, 
breakfast/lunch meats, plastic cups, 
flour, laundry detergent and bleach, 
and boxed juices. You can deliver 
them directly to 334 Barclay Street, 
Salisbury, MD. Phone: 410-749-

5673 

If you’d like to be further in-
volved, consider the following vol-
unteer opportunities: 

* 2-4 hours, one or two days a 
week assisting in the shelter laun-
dry 

• One Saturday or Sunday eve-
ry other month supervising 
the shelter office (training 
provided) 

* One hour, one or two days a 
week, leading  
a children’s chapel  
program 

There are many ways to assist the 

Christian Shelter 
By Donna Blackwell, Missions 

* 2-3 hours, once a month, pre-
paring and serving dinner to shelter 
guests on a Saturday or Sunday 
evening 



Thank you for all you do to 
support Bennett Middle 
School.  

Sincerely,  

Erin Nathan, Principal 

To my church family, 

Words cannot express my 
appreciation for your prayers 
and support during my hus-
band's illness and passing. 
Thank you to all who were 
involved in providing the won-
derful meal following the me-
morial service. 

God bless, 

Carol Brinson and family 

Stories from the Basement 

2020 looks to be  
another good year  

for H.O.P.E.  
By Donna Clark RN, Director  

Help and Outreach Point of Entry, Inc. 

Thank you to everyone who do-
nated to the agency! Your response 
was overwhelming, and we have 
not had to decrease any services as 
we look forward to a successful 
year. A recent sermon was based 
on Matthew 3: 1-12, and it focused 
on living our lives as if we are the 
“good fruit of the vine.”  You are 
certainly living as the “good fruit 
of the vine!” 

The client I wrote about last 
month was able to follow through 
with his testing, and it was deter-
mined that his problem is not an 
abscessed tooth! Good news, but 
getting the report to his primary 
care doctor turned out to be diffi-
cult and then getting them to pay 
attention and follow through with 
communicating with the back spe-
cialist was even more challenging. 
This client is difficult to under-
stand when he speaks, is a little 
different in his ability to communi-
cate with others, and because he 
has asked many questions of the 
medical staff, there is a tendency 
for them to ignore him. As a medi-
cal person, I understand their side, 
but as an advocate for this client, I 
get frustrated with their treatment 
of him. We continue to work to get 
his back pain addressed. Please 
keep him in your prayers. 

We here at H.O.P.E., Inc. are 
looking forward to the coming New 
Year! 

Matthew 3: 1-12  

Our conference offers training for 
lay people twice a year at the Lay 
Academy, once in the fall and 
again in the spring. Small group 
courses are offered on a variety of 
subjects intended to equip United 
Methodists to serve in different 
ways in church and in the local 
community. Subjects include a 
“basic” course in speaking and 
worship preparation, examining 
spiritual gifts, leading public pray-
er, United Methodist history, and 
others as course instructors become 
available.  

You will not only learn more 
about your faith, you will connect 
with other folks just like you who 
attend other churches in our com-
munity. It’s fun and informative 
and is usually concentrated into 6 
consecutive weeks with a fairly 
low course fee (about $40) An 
alternative to attending one of our 
Lay Academies is doing a course 
online. It is a little more expensive 
($75), but allows you to work with 
an instructor and 8 to 10 
“classmates” to complete a course 
in 10 to 14 days.  

Online requires a little more self-
discipline to do the homework, but 
I found it worked really well for 
me. While you don’t meet face-to-

face, I found the online interaction 
with the class easy and enjoyable. I 
just completed Leading Public 
Prayer and found it very beneficial. 

We have six Certified Lay Serv-
ants in our church (having complet-
ed the “basic” course and at least 
one “advanced” course in the past 
three years) -- Patti Rector, Donna 
Culver, Don Kuczenski, Jani Long, 
Terri Boggs, and June Brittingham 
-- and four others who are Local 
Lay Servants (recently completed 
“basic” course only in the past 
three years) -- David Inkrote, Brian 
Karch, Rick Konrad, and Marie 
Shea. We have about 20 others who 
having taken courses in the past 10 
years, but have not taken them 
recently. Our most recent course 
graduate is Ed Werkheiser from the 
9:45 AM service who took a class 
in November.  

Why not consider taking a course 
this spring as a New Year's resolu-

Need a New Year's resolution?  
Try Lay Servants Training in 2020! 

By Norm Wolske, Lay Leader 

tion?  I would be happy to answer 
any questions you may have.  

Happy New Year! 



A Christian New Year’s Resolution  
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg is known for 

choosing an ambitious personal challenge as a New 
Year’s Resolution each year. He has an impressive 
track record of declaring a goal and sticking with it.  

In 2010, his resolution was to learn how to speak 
Chinese, a language that is not only important in the 
business world, but one spoken by many members of 
his wife’s family. The world got to see the payoff last 
October when Zuckerberg charmed a crowd at Tsing-
hua University, in Beijing, by participating in a 30-

minute question-and-answer session in Chinese.  In 
2011, his challenge was to become a vegetarian and 
only eat meat if he butchered the animal himself. In 
2013, he made it a point to meet someone new out-
side Facebook every day. In 2014, he made a New 
Year’s resolution to write one thank-you note per 
day, which he admitted was a surprisingly difficult 
challenge. In 2015, he committed to reading a new 
book every other week and announced each title on 
“A Year of Books” Facebook page. 

What’s your New Year’s resolution going to be? 
Many will be good for your body, such as to stop 
smoking, lose weight, or to exercise more.  Others 
will be good for your relationships, such as spend 
more time with family, make a new friend, or be 
kinder to people.  

What is the place of resolutions in Christians’ lives? 
Remember, we are physical beings as well as spiritual 
beings. As Christians, we need to have good resolu-
tions for our spirit and eternity, such as spending 
more time talking with God, doing random acts of 
kindness, bringing one person a year to church, or 
giving more money to the needy.  

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist church, 
once said this, and I understand it as our New Year’s 
resolution, “Do all the good you can. By all the 
means you can. In all the ways you can. In all the 
places you can. At all the times you can. To all the 
people you can. As long as ever you can.” 

Peace, 

Pastor KyungMo 

Consider “tithing” in the New Year 
By Donna Blackwell 

Happy New Year! Godt Nytar (Danish), Bonnee Annee 
(French), S novym godom! (Russian).  

No matter how you say it, or which alphabet you use, 
every culture celebrates the beginning of a New Year.  

Did you know that more people around the world cele-
brate New Year’s than any other holiday?  

Some clean everything, others wear new clothes, some 
save dishes all year to break on friends’ door steps, and 
some – like folks in the western hemisphere-- make 
resolutions. Many of us have done and continue to make 
promises to ourselves to be better in the New Year, to 
start that last diet, to really use that gym membership, or 
to mend a broken relationship. I’d like to suggest an easy 
resolution to improve your life: tithing. 

Proverbs 3:9-10 says “honor the Lord with your wealth, 
with the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns will 
be filled to overflowing and your vats will brim over 
with new wine.” 

God doesn’t need our money, since it all belongs to 
Him and we are just stewards. But giving Him back just a 
tiny part of what we have been blessed with is just one 
method of worship, and what better time to start than the 
New Year? It’s like a diet – somehow, January seems 
like a good time. So I encourage you to give God back a 
portion of the blessings He has given you.  

This is not difficult. If you are a $5-a-week giver, then 
begin increasing that by 1%. Start where you are and 
increase in small amounts until you reach, and then 
surpass, 10%. You will be amazed that it isn’t painful, 
your blessings will almost undoubtedly increase, and you 
will feel so good about your new commitment to the One 
who is totally committed to you. 

The umc.org website says that tithing is “the minimum 
goal of giving.” Before or after taxes is not important, 
God can work on the details later. All church budgets 
would be full to overflowing if everyone tithed, as the 
average giving by church members is less than 2.5 % of 
members' annual income. Think of what we could do, the 
wells we could drill, the children we could feed, the 
homeless we could shelter … 

As a preacher and the founder of the Methodist Church, 
John Wesley said a person should be “earning all you 
can, saving all you can, and giving all you can.” 



Get this newsletter via e-mail  
and you will save the church $  

each month 

To get CrossRoads by e-mail, send 
Tom an e-mail at tomchicken@aol.com 
— put “Newsletter” in the subject line. 
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______________ 

Joe & Janet Benamati, Susan Robinson and Debbie 
Smith for having their picture in The Metropolitan 
(see the bulletin board). 

______________ 

Jani Long for having her picture in The Daily Times 
(see the bulletin board). 

______________ 

Mike McIntyre for having his picture in The Daily 
Times (see the bulletin board). 

______________ 

Gerald (Shell) Brinson (75) died on December 7. 
He will be missed by his family and his many 
friends. 

Michael Cannon  (47) died on December 25.  
Please keep his family and friends in your prayers. 

Our youngest Sunday School participants brought 
in donated children’s pajamas for HALO and got to 
wear their own jammies to church in December.  
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Let us help your teen become an ambassador for Christ 
By Pastor Tom, Youth Pastor 
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their faith journey is always being 
challenged. 

I read something recently that 
made me think about what our 
teens face each day. For a long 
time, as consumers, teens have 
been told what’s the next new thing 
and what gives them joy. With the 
growth of personal phones and 
social media, along with apps like 
Snapchat and Tik Tok, teens are no 
longer consumers as much as they 
are brand ambassadors. What’s the 
brand?  THEMSELVES -- posting 
and seeking likes, gifs, and follow-
ers. What they will do for that 
FAME online has no restrictions. 
They are allowing for the image of 
themselves to be about what they 
are involved in, not WHO they are 
in Christ. So, giving them faith-

based guidelines that they can 
place in their hearts now is key. 
We have to ask ourselves what is 
my teen an ambassador for?  Being 
a parent is not easy, but you have 
the power now to be a guide, be-
cause if you don’t, someone else 
will, and we as a ministry want to 
help. 

In 2020, we want to make ambas-
sadors for Christ, so God will be 
their branding. We pray you will 
give us an opportunity to show and 
share Christ with your teen. 

 

The start of a new year can bring 
change and new commitment. 
Maybe it’s trying something new 
or even returning to something you 
lost in your life. As people make 
New Year commitments, I think we 
also have to look at the things we 
gave up on and learn from them. At 
the same time, we must remember 
what gave us joy in 2019. This is 
needed, especially if we are not at 
the place we wanted to be at the 
end of the year. 

As a ministry and church, we 
must do the same thing — look at 
what we are committed to and see 
if we have lost or even gained in 
these commitments. God tells us to 
have hope in what He is doing, 
even when the struggle is real; to 
trust Him even when changes are 
going on outside of our control. As 
a ministry to the youth, we under-
stand changes are happening in our 
teen's lives and in their own fami-
lies. Also, their level of commit-
ment to the youth group and to 


