December 2018

Celebrate the
Christmas Season at
“a church called Christ”
Advent Worship
Saturday, December 1, 15 & 22 at 6 PM
Sunday, December 2, 9, 16 & 23, at 8:30, 9:45 & 11 AM

Musical - Sing Christmas
Friday, December 7, at 7 PM, Saturday, December 8, at
6 PM, and Sunday, December 9, at 3 PM

Sunday School Christmas Program
Sunday, December 16, at 12:30 PM

Church-Wide Christmas Dinner
Thursday, December 20
Covered-Dish Dinner at 6 PM

A “Quiet Christmas”
Worship Service
Thursday, December 20, at 7 PM

Farewell Reception
for Pastor Kevin & Terri
Sunday, December 23, at Noon

Christmas Eve
Candle Lighting
Services
4 PM with the
Cutting Edge Singers
7 PM with the
Encounter Singers
11 PM with the
Celebration Choir

Join us on December 23, as we
say “thank you” and “good bye”
to Pastor Kevin and Terri
By Debbie Bounds, SPRC Chairperson

As many of you know, Pastor Kevin, our Associate
Pastor, will be leaving us at the end of December to
relocate “back home” to West Virginia. He feels
called to help care for his aging parents there, and
another church will benefit from his many pastoral
gifts. Although it will be difficult to have him and
Terri leave our congregation, we have much to
celebrate and be thankful for from their time with us.
Pastor Kevin came to us eighteen months ago, and
what a gift his ministry has been! He embraced the
challenge of leading worship on a regular basis for
our four very different services. His messages have
been relevant and inspiring. Our vital small group
ministry has thrived under his leadership, and he has
worked to support and grow our men’s ministry
outreach. He has worked with staff to update our
website and initiate our new church app. We were
even surprised by his musical skills, when he played
drums for a time at our Celebration service.
We have all benefitted from his warm and caring
style, as he easily got to know people and establish
relationships with many of our church family.
Terri has shared also her musical gifts, assisting
in worship with the Arise music team and the
Celebration Choir. Pastor Kevin and Terri quickly
assimilated into the life of our church and have
blessed us in so many ways.
Join us on Sunday, December 23, at 12 noon, in
Fellowship Hall, as we celebrate their time with us
and wish them well. Please pray for them during this
transition. While parting will be hard, we have faith
that God’s hand is on Pastor Kevin, Terri, and our
church.

Cancer Kits delivered
By Darlene Detroy, Chairperson

Plans underway for
Men’s Retreat
in February

Our latest batch of kits was
shared with Women Supporting
Women (50) and the Radiation
Oncology Department at PRMC
(25). The next date for preparing kits is February 19.
Many thanks to all who support this mission by supplying
needed items.

By Danny Boggs, Chairperson

The Men of the Church will
be meeting for breakfast on
December 8, at 9 AM. We are
looking forward to seeing lots
of new faces.
We will be working on plans
for the Men’s Retreat coming in
February. There are plenty of
opportunities for men in our
church to participate in this
event.
Hope to see you on the 8th!
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Sewing Group sets
date for next workday

From under the Plarn
(We really do need
a new name!)
By Donna Blackwell, Coordinator

Here is a sample of the hats
we have been working on for
the homeless. We are still accepting donations of new or
leftover yarn to make into lap
robes and prayer shawls. And,
of course, we are still creating
scarves and hats for the homeless.

By Darlene Detroy, Chairperson

The Sewing Group will meet
at my home on January 17, at
9:30 AM. You do not need to
know how to sew to help with
this outreach ministry. Contact
me at 410-749-9215 for directions.
Hope you decide to join us!
Many hands make light work!!

Add an “act of
stewardship” to your
Christmas gift-list
this December
By Irene Phillips,
Stewardship Chairperson

Stewardship comes in many
shapes and forms. It can be a
donation to a worthy cause,
assistance to a person in need,
or a kind smile. It can be anonymous or shouted from the roof
top. Regardless of who, what,
where, or how, the act of stewardship is our Christian purpose
in this life.
This Christmas season, may
we be ever-mindful of our stewardship responsibilities, as we
celebrate the birth of Jesus.

Please join us on the 1st and 3rd
Monday afternoons each month
in the Education Building, at 4:30
PM.

Flu season is here!
Are you protected?
By Myrna Lehner, CPNP,
Caring Committee Chairperson

90% of flu-related deaths
occur in people age 65 and
older. Did you know you could
get a SENIOR flu shot made for
people 65-plus?
This senior flu shot can help
strengthen your immune
response against the flu. If you
have a chronic condition, the flu
can be very dangerous.
Talk to your primary caretaker
about getting a “senior” flu shot
— or go to your local pharmacy
and speak to the pharmacist.
Medicare pays for the shot. If
you are not yet a senior, you
still need to protect yourself and
your family. Anyone 6 months
and older can get protection
against influenza by getting a
flu shot. It is not too late. FLU
SEASON IS HERE!

God has a plan for your life — trust Him!
By Pastor Kevin

There is a beautiful
song about the birth of
Jesus from Joseph’s
perspective called “A
Strange Way to Save
the World.” And it was
a rather strange way to
save the world. Why
was Joseph, a simple
carpenter, called to be
the earthly father of
Jesus and an ordinary girl, like
Mary, his mother? Why was
Jesus born in a place filled with
animals and hay and in Nazareth of all places? So much of
what occurred doesn’t make
sense to us, and it’s not how we
would have done it, but God
had a plan.
It seems that we earthly folks
think a good bit more of ourselves than we should. We want
to know the answers to all our
questions, and if it doesn’t make
sense to us, it just isn’t worth
doing or believing in. Thankfully, Joseph was a humble and
obedient man who didn’t think
that way. He simply listened to
instructions that were provided
to him, no matter how outrageous, and went about his business. It didn’t matter that he
didn’t understand it all. He
trusted God, and God had a
plan.
Thankfully, Mary wasn’t full of
questions either, and what was
happening didn’t make sense. A
virgin was somehow with a child
who was going to be great. She
had found favor with God and
was carrying a holy child. I’ll bet
she was feeling a little stressed.
However, her faith was strong,
and she trusted God, and God
had a plan.
Both Mary and Joseph submitted to God’s will for their lives.

They were called to
serve, and they faithfully went forward, no
matter what. They
trusted God’s plan.
Believe it or not, God
has a plan for your
life as well. This plan
calls for more than
occasional worship
attendance. In fact, it
calls for more than weekly
worship attendance. However,
many of us don’t trust God
enough. We are not sure that
God has a plan for us.
During the season of Advent,
as we hear again about God’s
call on Mary and Joseph’s life, I
pray that you will seek to understand God’s call on your life
Each of us has a purpose. Our
main purpose is to serve God.
The only way to serve God is to
serve God’s people. The big
question is how we are being
called to serve. That is between
you and God. Spend some time
this Christmas season praying
over it.
Most of us will not be called
to ride a donkey through the
desert while ready to deliver the
Son of God. That is probably a
good thing. But all things being
equal, we might still do some
amazing things for God. Believe
it or not, God has a plan for
your life. That plan involves
you somehow playing a role in
bringing someone to Christ and
growing the Kingdom of God -maybe just one person at a time.
When you think about it, isn’t
that a strange way to save the
world? Merry Christmas!
“I am the Lord’s servant,”
Mary said. “May it be to me as
you have said.” (Luke 1:38)

SAVE THE DATE
“Care for the Cause”
Community
Fundraising Event
Sunday, February 24, 3 PM
Christ UM Church
Admission: Free Will Offering
Music / Entertainment /
Refreshments
Fundraiser Supporting
Salisbury Urban Ministries’
* Lazarus Food & RX Program
* Men’s Welcome Center
* God’s Kitchen
* Kid’s Café
* After-School Program
Hosted By: Asbury, Bethesda,
Christ, Grace, Korean, St.
Andrews, Trinity, and Wesley
Temple United Methodist
Churches.

Salisbury Urban
Ministries’ holiday
schedule
SUM will be closed from
December 19 - January 1. The
office will reopen on January 2
and the Food Pantry on January
8.

New Year’s Eve Prayer Vigil -a time to let go and begin again
By Donna Blackwell, Coordinator

Between hurricanes,
mass shootings, forest
fires, and other national
concerns, 2018 has been
quite a year, and some
are eager for it to go
into the history books.

Sanctuary will never be
void of prayers during
our vigil.
For further information,
contact me at 443-8805181.

A new year is seen as a time
of new beginnings. Some customs include watching fireworks and singing “Auld Lang
Syne.” The practice of making
resolutions for the New Year is
thought to have started with the
ancient Babylonians, who made
promises in order to earn the
favor of the gods and start the
year off on the right foot. They
would reportedly vow to pay off
debts and return borrowed farm
equipment. The intent is to
begin again; the slate is wiped
clean, and we can create our
own history afresh. In an effort
to assist you with doing just
that, please join us in the Sanctuary on Monday, December 31,
for the annual prayer vigil.

“if my people, who are called
by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my
face and turn from their wicked
ways, then I will hear from
heaven and I will forgive their
sin and will heal their land.”
2 Chronicles 7:14

Come to the church between 4
and 10 PM (the doors will be
locked, so please knock). Stay
for a few minutes or a few
hours. The Sanctuary is dimly
lit, and God is definitely in His
house. You can write out your
concerns and fears and place
them at the foot of the cross to
be burned at the end of the
evening, or you may choose to
just sit in quiet contemplation
and communion with God. The
feeling of peace will comfort
you and hopefully bless you
into the New Year.

The crisp sunny day brought
out our largest crowd to date of
friends and neighbors to enjoy
Eastern Shore cuisine, freshly
baked items, candy, Christmas
gifts, wreaths, artistic items,
white elephant bargains, books,
condiments, and contests. Even
our four-legged friends were not
forgotten!

As people come and go, feel
free to gather and share seasonal greetings in the foyer. The
Sanctuary is for praying and
communing with the Lord. The

Fall Festival 2018
was a success!!!
Paul and Irene Phillips, Chairpersons

Christ United Methodist
Church is blessed with dedicated workers and donors, all of
whom make the annual Fall
Festival a reality. As we began
to compile the 2018 thank-you
list, it became apparent that Fall
Festival 2018 was a total church
endeavor and for that we humbly say … Thank you for a
wonderful job!!!!

Support “PJs for
Christmas”
By Katie Parsons,
Sunday School Superintendent

Several years ago, our Sunday
School teachers started “PJs for
Christmas,” an outreach mission
project, whose goal was to
provide disadvantaged children
with a new pair of warm pajamas for Christmas morning.
Donations of new PJs will be
accepted until December 23.
Working with HALO, the pajamas will be distributed in time
for Christmas.
On Sunday, December 23, all
Sunday School students and
teachers are encouraged to wear
their PJs to show their support
and emphasize to our children
the importance of this project.

Upgrades coming
in the new year
thanks to the
Kitchen Projects!
By Paul and Irene Phillips,
Kitchen Crew Chairpersons

The 2018 Kitchen Projects —
Relish and Pickled Beets, Pint
Sales, Sweet Potato Biscuits
and Pies, and the Fall Festival
— increased the CUMC Capital
Fund by $25,000+.
This money is earmarked for
the next phase of building renovations, which will begin early
next year. The wood flooring
currently in the extended foyer
will be continued into the main
foyer, and new carpet will be
installed in the Sanctuary.
Thanks to everyone who made
this possible!

There are many ways
to create a “family”
By Donna Clark RN, Director
Help and Outreach Point of Entry, Inc.

Outreach
Thanksgiving Dinner —
many were served ...
by many who served
By Terri Boggs, Caring Committee

We had a wonderful time
serving Thanksgiving Dinner
to our guests at Grace Church.
Many were fed and great
fellowship was shared.
“Thank you” is such a small
thing to say when you get to see
the power of God move in and
work through his people. Each
year is different, from the people we host to the people who
serve. And each year is special
in its own way.
There is ALWAYS a sign God
is “in the middle” of the day.
Many, many people who came
and were served wanted our
church to know how much they
appreciated our willingness to
host their Thanksgiving dinner.

Kiana Hogue, our
smallest server, helped

This is such a wonderful time of
year here at H.O.P.E., Inc. We
recently hosted our “Friends
Giving” dinner for our clients.
Our two volunteers who prepare
gourmet lunches every other
Monday prepared a Thanksgiving
dinner just like my mother used
to make, and we fed almost 100
people! Thanks to the volunteers
who came to help.
Dinner was served upstairs
while we still provided services
downstairs during the meal.
While we were open, donations
of warm clothing, socks, and
hygiene supplies began arriving
in the office, adding to the
chaos. This community is such
a giving community; I find it
hard to believe the generosity.
The need this time of year is
huge, and we are blessed to be
able to make a dent in it.
As the dinner was coming to an
end, I noticed that several of our
clients were doing the cleanup —
removing the furniture we had set
up for the dinner and putting the
room back together as we found
it before the meal. The sense of
family was prevalent in the room
with the music, the banter, and
the joking that was going on. It
really felt like a family Thanksgiving dinner. Those with mental
health issues were still having a
hard time, since holidays frequently stir up buried emotions
causing them to act out, but, like I
said, it felt like a family dinner!
H.O.P.E., Inc. wishes all of
you and your families a blessed
Christmas season. Thank you
for your support throughout the
year and God bless you. Merry
Christmas! Luke 2:1-20

The “Gifting Tree”
will help others
at Christmas
Stop by the Gifting Tree in
the foyer for an opportunity to
help those less fortunate in our
community.
This year, you will find
“ornaments” on the tree representing the needs of three
groups in our community —
students at James M. Bennett
Middle School, Village of
Hope, and Salisbury Urban
Ministries’ Kid’s Café.
Our church family can help
make this a special Christmas
for many people.
Wrapped gifts are due on or
before Sunday, December 16, at
noon. Please attach the tag off
the tree to the outside of the
wrapped gift.
For questions, contact Jeff
Finney at 302-242-0631 or
jfinney@haletrailer.com.

Christmas Musical is December 7, 8 & 9
Please join us at one of our three programs. This unique Christmas
event is fifty minutes of stress-free relaxation, beautiful music and
voices, and the re-telling of the Christmas story.
Free admission and nursery available. Come one, come all — let’s
“Sing Christmas”!

“Baby’s Medical Care” —
our gift to Jesus
Join us for a “combo”
Third-Thursday
Christmas Dinner and
Quiet Christmas Service
By Chairpersons Danny (Food and Fun)
and Terri (Worship) Boggs

We are doing things a bit differently
this year – imagine that! Under the
guidance of Pastor Bill, we will be
hosting the annual church-wide
Christmas dinner on our 3rd Thursday
date, December 20, at 6 PM.
Turkey, ham, potatoes, dressing, and
gravy will be provided. We are asking
you to bring a vegetable dish or dessert to share with others.
After dinner, we will hold our Quiet
Christmas Service at 7 PM. This will
be a wonderful evening of food, fellowship, and quiet worship -- a time
to step away from the hustle and bustle of the season and just – breathe.
Good food and quiet worship, what
more you could ask for? Please come
and join us for this very special evening.

“What child is this who laid to rest on Mary’s lap
is sleeping? Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
while shepherds watch are keeping? This, this is
Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels
sing, haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the
son of Mary.”
“What Child Is This? William C. Dix, 1865
Christmas is a special time of year. We will once
again journey to Bethlehem, filled with awe and
wonder as we gaze upon God’s greatest gift — the
Christ Child in the manger.
Christmas is also a time when we give gifts, and
here at “a church called Christ” we have established
the tradition of giving a gift to Jesus. We do this by
raising funds that can change the lives of others.
As we celebrate the birth of the Christ Child, we
know that there are millions of children all over the
world who suffer. In impoverished developing nations, the infant mortality rates are staggering. Babies and their families lack access to basic health
care.
This year, as our Christmas gift to Jesus, we are
going to give the gift of life to some of those infants. “Baby’s Medical Care,” run by Compassion
International, provides medical services to infants
and helps them survive that critical first year of life.
For every $60 we raise, one baby born in poverty
receives the medical care they need. Of course, you
may give any size gift you feel you can give. Every
gift makes a difference, and we can do wonderful
things when we join together to change the lives of
God’s precious children.
As we journey together through this wondrous
season of the year, may the Peace of Christ fill your
heart.
Pastor Bill

Helping UMCOR
help others by being “hands-on”
or “palms-together”
Submitted by Donna Blackwell, Missions

In a disaster, churches don’t just hold bake sales to
raise money or collect clothes to send to victims;
faith-based organizations are integral partners in
state and federal disaster relief efforts. They have
specific roles and a sophisticated communication
and coordination network to make sure their efforts
don’t overlap or get in each other’s way.
About 80% of all recovery happens because of
non-profits, and the majority of them are faithbased.
UMCOR U.S. Disaster Response teams are hard at
work not only in California, the Carolinas and the
Gulf Coast, but across the country. Often, our partners work in places affected by disasters that do not
receive substantial media attention.
As UMCOR and our partners are responding to
disasters both in the United States and around the
world, please join us in prayer for the areas affected
and consider a gift to UMCOR Disaster Response.
“Early in” and “last out” are guiding words for
UMCOR and our partners. Here’s how you can
become a part of our work:
PRAY for those whose lives are impacted by
current disasters. Please also pray for Early Response Teams, disaster coordinators, and the many
volunteers who work tirelessly to provide relief.
MAKE relief kits and send them to relief-supply
depots or an affiliate warehouse. Learn more about
how to assemble and send a kit at umcor.org/
UMCOR/relief-supplies
GIVE towards the efforts of UMCOR and its
partners through a regular donation and especially
when you see the RED BUCKETS in the foyer.

To My Church Family,

Dear Christ Church Family,

Dear Christ United Friends,

I would like to say “Thank
You” to each one of you. The
prayers that were said truly
were felt. The cards, phone
calls, visits, and love shown
during my recent illness were
greatly appreciated. This has
been quite a journey, but, with
your love and support, I am
getting through this.

I am very humbled by all the
kindnesses you have shown me
during my illness. The cards,
telephone calls, visits, flowers,
and prayers have been so comforting. God has truly been in
control of my outcome. The
Amedisys home health therapists and nurses were a huge
help. A big thank you to Pastor
Tom McKelvey, his wife,
Karen, and Pastor Bill Green
for their visits and prayers.

I’d like to thank each and
every person who sent me a
birthday card for my 90th
birthday. I loved receiving
them and reading each one.
Also, thank you for the get-well
cards you sent and the prayers
you uplifted on my behalf
while I was a patient at PRMC
and Health South recently. All
were such a comfort to me! I
am getting stronger each day
and I look forward to attending
your Christmas musical! Again,
thank you for your many kindnesses.

I am blessed in many ways
for my church called “Christ”
family.

Thank you all so very much.

Love,

With love and gratefulness,

Becky Kambarn

Betty Ralph (Jani Long’s mother)

Jeanette Brown

Christ United Methodist Church
January-October 2018
Income

Expenses

Current
Benevolences
Total Current

349,563
4,268
$353,831

Building
Kitchen
Fall Festival
Other
Total Non-Current

$ 28,530
8,246
-481
5,540
$ 41,835

Payroll
Apportionments
Ministries
Office
Utilities
Maintenance
Insurance
Repairs, etc.
Benevol. & Missions
Other
Total Current

$205,573
38,281
20,834
12,623
29,045
12,017
10,130
14,305
34,913
132
$377,853

Building
Other
Total Non-Current

$ 51,690
12,900
$ 64,590

Alan Dennis
Matthew Lowe
Dylan Staffeldt
Linda Stamp
Julia Clarke
Lois Green
Jen Pitoniak
Shelly Flaig
Scott Downey
Ken Lowe
Brooke Downey
Pat Zimmerman
Jeff Finney
Debbie Donaway
Erin Kenny
Dave Inkrote
Carla Owens
Daisy Werkheiser
Kristen Goller
Carrie Kambarn
Brooke Lynch

12/01
12/01
12/01
12/02
12/03
12/03
12/04
12/06
12/07
12/08
12/10
12/10
12/11
12/12
12/12
12/13
12/15
12/16
12/17
12/19
12/19

Bill Briddell
Aaron Goller
Tyler Staffeldt
Linda Stamp
Gary Yokois
Alanna Phillips
Megan Robison
Andrew Eure
Brittney Keidel
Kimberly Sue Mason
Theresa McCotter
Eileen Ridgley
Kirk Kinnamon
Colin Whitaker
Bob Jones
Al Lynch
Larry Abresch
Carol Brinson
Elaine Kennedy
Sandy Millenburg

12/20
12/20
12/21
12/21
12/21
12/22
12/22
12/23
12/25
12/27
12/27
12/27
12/28
12/28
12/29
12/29
12/30
12/30
12/30
12/31

______________
Matthew Lowe for being selected as a contender for the
Wendy’s Heishman Scholarship Award, representing
Wicomico High School. He was recognized at a recent
Board of Education meeting.
______________

Church member, Carol Church (83), died on November 3.
Please continue to keep her family and friends in your
prayers.

Samuel Eleyette Propper was born on
November 11. Look for him in our upcoming
Christmas musical as Baby Jesus. His
parents, Stacey and David, are very proud.
Zach & Emily Norman
Ben & Kim Baker
Richard & Debbie Powell
Dana & Katrina Condron
Bill & Julia Clarke
Joe & Janet Benamati

12/01
12/09
12/09
12/13
12/20
12/21

Martin & Linda Mitchell
Greg & Michele McGoogan
Greg & Denise Knowles
Harvey & Karen Timmons
Chris & Alyce Reavis

12/21
12/22
12/27
12/27
12/29

If we have missed your birthday, anniversary,
or a special celebration, please call the
church office (410-742- 5334), Carolee
Greenwood (443-944-3782), or put a note in
the offering plate.

Natalie Marie Inkrote was also born on
November 11. Her parents, Rebecca and
Leland, are also very proud. Her grandparents,
Denise and David Inkrote, have pictures.

Get this newsletter
via e-mail and you
will save the church
$ each month
To get CrossRoads
by e-mail, send Tom
Robinson an e-mail at
tomchicken@aol.com
— put “Newsletter” in
the subject line.
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Remembering the “reason for the season”
By Pastor Tom Blackford, Youth Pastor

The Christmas season always
seems to come sooner than we
expect; yet, when it’s over, we
can’t wait for it to start again.
So many things have to get
done in December, and there’s
never enough time. With Christmas programs, family dinners,
putting up the tree, and all the
shopping, we can get lost — not
in traffic, but in remembering
why we rejoice.
As a church, we can also forget to slow down as a ministry;
we can get focused on the
wrong things. It’s not about
how many attend or if there is
Christmas music, it’s about why
and who we are doing it all for
— not ourselves, but for Christ.
On December 2, we are having
a “CHAOS Christmas,” because

on in the store (and online), so
come in and purchase some
gifts. We would love to wrap
them for you!

we all know that, even in the
chaos, CHRIST is in control.
We will be meeting at our normal time, 6 - 8 PM, and this
year we want our teens to make
a Christmas shirt featuring their
own Christmas slogan. We will
be giving away a prize for the
person with the best Christmas
slogan that glorifies Christ.
Then, all day long on Friday,
December 14, we will be wrapping gifts at Barnes and Noble.
There will be a book fair going

As a ministry, we encourage
you to join us for all the great
Christmas programs and services we have going at “a
church called CHRIST.” But,
we also encourage you to take
time to breathe and enjoy this
season, before you start counting down the days until the next
one.

