
Hello Faith Family. I’m here to tell you a bit of my life story to give you a peak into a few defining 

aspects about me. 

 

Georgia and I met at New Life Community Church in Concord MA and started our family about 

20 years go. When we were courting we were quite purposeful about determining if we should 

be married. We asked each other probing and hard questions. Including deal breakers. One of 

her deal breakers was having a lot of kids. This one was a hard one for me. Every time I was 

around a kid I was scared I’d break him. So, this was a stretch for me, but I trusted the Lord 

would get me to the right place, when the time came. Kids still scare me from time to time, but 

that’s true of all sane parents. We have five kids, Sarah, Evan, Lauren, Grace, and Abby. Sarah 

is currently in Las Vegas.  

 

A funny story about this. I work for a company called Care.com and I lead the mobile team 

there. When I was hired they had me give a “fun fact” in front of the entire company. This 

company swings to the young side and is made up of progressive minded people. Knowing this 

I said, “My fun fact is that I have a freakishly large family with five kids”. I could hear the audible 

gasps throughout the crowd. Although, being part of this church, I now see I actually have a 

rather small family. 

 

 

Our previous church was Crossroad Community Church in Framingham. The church is Bible 

focused and is about half the size of FCBC. Georgia lead the nursery. I was one of the youth 

leaders.  

 

About 2 years before we moved to NH I was part of the search committee to select a new lead 

pastor. This was a very interesting experience. We evaluated about 100 candidates. To begin 

with we formulated a Biblically based criteria for evaluating candidates within the context of 

Crossroads. The key criteria, especially for me, was their ability to build leaders, specifically 

disciple making, disciples.  

 

Some other criteria where  

● Being able to consistently deliver Bible and Gospel focused messages - in engaging 

ways 

● Being a man after God’s heart 

● Having high character 

● Student of the Bible 

● Humble 

● Personable 

 

Sound familiar?  

 

Through a few hiccups we were able to select a solid candidate who was confirmed by the 

Elders. After this it was bittersweet to leave Crossroads to move to NH. 

 



So, what attracted me to Faith Community Bible Church?  

 

Simply put I recognized that the church was what I hoped the new pastor could help Crossroads 

become. In a similar fashion, I generated a criteria for selecting a church. From that I built a list 

of about 20 churches which appeared to be solid, and were within 30 minutes of Sanbornton. 

Given my online search two were squarely on the top, but Faith Community was in the pole 

position. What excited me about the church was the moto, “Every Christ-follower a disciple. 

Every mature Christ-follower a disciple maker.” After my first visit I met Pat and Josh for lunch to 

get to know them better and to probe deeper. You could accurately say that I was interviewing 

them.  

 

You see, I wasn’t looking for a church to go to. But instead I was looking for a place where my 

family could be discipled and to disciple others. No church body is perfect. We’re sinners saved 

by Grace after all. That said, after two plus years, I can attest that FCBC lives up to what it 

claims.  

 

 

Allow me to change directions as it will help you understand Georgia and I more deeply. We 

have been foster parents for most of our married lives. Not continuously of course, but it is one 

of the key ways for our entire family to live out the Greatest Commandment. Which is to “Love 

the truly amazing God with our whole being and from to that lay down our lives for others”. In 

case you didn’t know, we received our first NH foster baby shortly before Christmas. She is 

really sweet and Georgia has labored tirelessly to enable Kaily to thrive. Georgia’s particular 

focus is on new born babies, but we’ve also had several kids in the two to four-year range. Our 

driving purpose is to glory God by providing a loving and stable home until the child is placed 

back with her parents or a permanent home.  

 

Georgia became a social worker shortly after we were married. Her very first case was to assist 

a mentally ill single mother and her daughter. At that time Sarah was just four years old. After 

the case was closed Georgia remained involved with Lisa and Sarah. We’d take Sarah for the 

day, a weekend, or even a vacation break. We continued to invest into her life. You see Sarah’s 

environment was very unstable and in actuality very dangerous. There was constant conflict 

with her mom. Her mother was unable to protect her. She went through many gut-wrenching 

experiences, including sexual abuse.  

 

This led to Sarah’s removal from her mom. After a stint with another foster family, Sarah came 

to live with us. After that we started the process to adopt her. This completed when she was 12. 

 

Given her past, we knew this wasn’t going to be easy. In hindsight, we were woefully ignorant 

and unprepared. We didn’t understand the dept of her trauma and how that scared her. Those 

scars lead her into constant lying, manipulation, cutting, withdrawal from reality, depression, 

drug use, and multiple attempts at suicide. Throughout this process we were engaged in prayer 

and Christian based counseling. We ended up sending Sarah to a Christian residential mental 



health facility. She was there nearly two years. This decision was very hard. In the end I’m 

confident that Sarah would not be alive today if we didn’t do this.  

 

Sarah is nearly 23 now. I’d love to tell you that she is a whole person. That everything is ok. It’s 

not. That said, In the Lord, I look forward with hope and confidence that one day she will be set 

right. 

 

You see some things aren’t solved by a prayer, even a prayer of power. I’m not saying that God 

isn’t attentive to us, nor that he doesn’t answer prayers. But I understand that some problems 

are hard. Hard by God’s design. The Bible addresses these many times. Sometimes God 

places us in hard situations for our good and for the good of others. There may be no quick fix. 

So, don’t squirm out of this grip. Instead turn to the Lord and his disciples for comfort and 

strength through the suffering. For there will come a day when the Lord will set all things right.  

 

In Revelations 21 it says, "Behold, the dwelling of God is with men. He will dwell with them, and 

they shall be his people, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe away every tear from 

their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain any 

more, for the former things have passed away." 

 

I yearn for this time. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 


