


It’s confused about gender, sexuality, race, and abortion because it denies a fixed point of reference. 
Rather than anchor itself to the unmovable Guide of all truth, the culture is being tossed to-and-fro 
by the chaos of a ‘post-truth’ mindset.

But you don’t have to be taken in by it. You may be in the culture, you are not of the culture. This is 
where the Reality Conference will help.

At this year’s Reality Conference, we want to help you find clarity in a culture of confusion by 
showing you that the Christian worldview oers timeless truths that are anchored to reality. 
Together we’ll move from chaos to clarity.

With great excitement,
STR & The Reality Conference Team



FRIDAY
6:00 PM Welcome + Worship

6:30 PM SESSION 1: “CHAOS VS. CLARITY” 
  (Alan Shlemon, Tim Barnett, & Jon Noyes) 

7:20 PM Break

7:45 PM SESSION 2: “BRINGING CLARITY TO RACE” 
  (Monique Duson)

9:15 PM Closing Thoughts

SATURDAY
9:00 AM Welcome + Worship

9:20 AM SESSION 3: “BRINGING CLARITY TO ABORTION” 
  (Megan Almon)

10:35 AM Break

11:00 AM CHAOS TO CLARITY BREAKOUT SESSIONS #1 (See pages 4 - 5)

12:00 PM Lunch 
  “UNTANGLING THE CHAOS” - (Free parent & leader luncheon with Tim Barnett, 
  Greg Koukl, & Robby Lashua)

1:15 PM SESSION 4: “BRINGING CLARITY TO SEX & HOMOSEXUALITY” 
  (Becket Cook)

2:45 PM Break

3:00 PM CHAOS TO CLARITY BREAKOUT SESSIONS #2 (See pages 4 - 5)

4:00 PM Break

4:20 PM SESSION 5: “CLEARING THE CHAOS AND COMMITTING TO CHRIST”
  (J. Warner Wallace) 

5:45 PM Closing Thoughts & Dismiss
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“THE REASON FOR REASON: HOW LOGIC POINTS TO GOD” 
Location: A200 & 201 (session 1 & 2)

Atheists tend to value reason and logic. In fact, they often become atheists because 
reason and logic lead them to believe there is no God. But what if reason and logic 
point us to the reality of God? What if denying the existence of God means we 
don’t have a good reason for reason itself? In this session, we’ll see that God makes 
best sense of logic, even the logic used to reject him. This is, I suggest, one of the 
most powerful and yet underutilized arguments for the existence of God.

500 WOMEN DIED FOLLOWING THE BODY (Resurrection Apologetics)

Location: A254 (session 1 & 2)

The title for this session is a mnemonic device to help us remember evidence of the 
most important event in history, Christ rising from the dead. Without the resurrection 
of Jesus, Christianity is  meaningless. No single event in human history has seemed 
more chaotic, yet has brought more clarity, than the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
To be true ambassadors of our faith, we must give a strong defense for Jesus rising 
from the dead. In this breakout session, you will learn five pieces of evidence that 
build a strong case for the resurrection of Christ. You will also learn how to easily 
remember these points and how to respond to common objections. If Jesus actually 
rose from the grave, we must be equipped to share the evidence for it.

WHAT’S THE TRUTH ABOUT SUICIDE?
Location: Chapel (session 1), A234 (session 2)

This is the most important talk many will hear, and that has little to do with Jon or his 
presentation; it has everything to do with what so many people are facing right 
now in their lives. Whether it’s something you wrestle with personally or it’s a 
friend who’s struggling, suicide has affected all of us, and it’s at the center of the 
cultural conversation. In this talk, Jon seeks to give you some tools to address 
suicide in your own life, or in the life of someone who is close to you. He does this 
by answering three questions: Why is this important? Why do people contemplate 
suicide? What can we do? This topic is too important not to discuss it.

IDENTITY THEFT
Location: A143 (sessions 1 & 2)

Today’s culture is offering many opportunities to define or redefine who God has 
created you to be—often this is through the lens of a framework called Critical 
Social Theory. In this session, we will look at how culture is inviting us to give 
up our God-given identity for an identity defined by our present culture, and 
we’ll discuss how to stand firm when friends and social media may want you to 
question who you are.

IS CHRISTIANITY ANTI-SCIENCE?
Location: A234 (session 1), Chapel (session 2)

The divide between the church and science seems wider than ever before. Are 
Christians against science? Can a Christian be a legitimate scientist? In this talk from 
his new book, J. Warner will demonstrate why science has always flourished under a 
Christian worldview as he destroys the claim that “Christianity is anti-science.”



A CASE AGAINST MORAL RELATIVISM
Location: B109 (session 1), A256 (session 2)

Is morality real and knowable? Or is it just something we decide for ourselves? 
The answer has huge implications on how we think about, talk about, and respond 
to the injustices we see around us. Students will learn why moral relativism is (to 
borrow a phrase from STR) bankrupt. Note: Most of my examples will flow from 
the issue of abortion, which would reinforce the pro-life apologetics you will hear 
on the main stage.

WHY DOES GOD CARE ABOUT SEX? Q&A  
Location: Room A256 (session 1), Worship Center (session 2)

Do you have friends or family who identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender? 
Are you confused about today’s chaotic culture on topics related to sexuality? 
Come with your questions about all things LGBTQ+ and hear from Becket Cook and 
Alan Shlemon about how to navigate today’s challenges without compromising 
your faith.

IF GOD IS GOOD, WHY EVIL?
Location: B111 (sessions 1 & 2)

This talk addresses the argument that since evil exists, then a God who is all 
powerful and all good does not exist. We interactively deal with this argument 
on an intellectual level by addressing a typically proposed syllogism. We finish 
by talking about how to deal with individuals who are making this claim. Often 
what sounds like an intellectual objection is often an emotional one. The attempt 
will be to deal with this issue at a head (intellectual), heart (relational), and hands 
(practical) level.

TACTICS IN DEFENDING YOUR FAITH 
Location: Gymnasium (sessions 1 & 2)

Are you tired of finding yourself flat-footed and intimidated in conversations about 
your faith and values? Want to increase your confidence and skill in discussions, 
no matter whom you’re talking to? Then Tactics is for you.

Location: Worship Center (session 1), B109 (session 2)

Do we live in a chaotic cosmos? Is there anything special about Earth and the 
Universe? Join Tim as he walks you through one of the greatest discoveries of 
modern physics and astronomy—the fine-tuning of the universe. Using the 
heroic, true story of the Apollo 13 space mission, Tim draws parallels between the 
“just right” conditions that are necessary for the astronauts aboard the Apollo 
13 space shuttle to emphasize that our existence too is balanced on a razor’s 
edge. Combining spectacular visuals and thorough knowledge of physics, this 
presentation is sure to have you echoing the words of the Psalmist, “The heavens 
declare the glory of God.”

COSMIC CHAOS OR DEEP-SPACE DESIGN: How the Orderly Creation Points to an Orderly Creator



Jon is Stand to Reason’s newest dynamic speaker. As an atheist, Jonathan used to think belief in 
God was unwarranted and actually irresponsible. With his background in law, he examined the 
evidence for Christianity and was faced with the fact that Jesus is who He says He is, and the 
Christian worldview tells the true story of reality. After earning a B.A. in Criminal Justice from 
American University in Washington, D.C., he went on to earn an M.A. in Christian Apologetics from 
Biola University.  Since then, Jon has been passionate about engaging the culture with honest, 
well-thought-out reasons why people should trust the Christian worldview. 

J. Warner Wallace is a cold-case homicide detective, adjunct professor of apologetics at Biola 
University, Christian case maker, and author. J. Warner was a conscientious and vocal atheist 
through his undergraduate and graduate work in Design and Architecture (CSULB and UCLA); he 
considered himself to be an “evidentialist.” His experience in law enforcement only strengthened 
his conviction that truth is tied directly to evidence. Then at the age of thirty-five, J. Warner took 
a serious and expansive look at the evidence for the Christian worldview and determined that 
Christianity was demonstrably true. He is the author of Cold-Case Christianity, God’s Crime Scene, 
Forensic Faith, and Person of Interest.

Chantal Monique Duson has a background in social service and children’s ministry and has worked 
with a diverse array of under-served communities. As a missionary to South Africa for over four 
years, Monique ministered to children and teachers impacted by drugs, violence, and trauma. She 
has a B.A. in Sociology from Biola University and is working on an M.A. in Theology from Talbot 
School of Theology. Monique spent two decades advocating for Critical Race Theory (CRT), but 
she began to see the contradictions of CRT with the historic Christian worldview. She is now 
convinced that CRT is not the best way to achieve racial unity and actively speaks out against the 
use of CRT within the church. Monique’s vision is to promote racial healing based on the historic 
Christian worldview.

Tim is a dynamic and gifted speaker at Stand to Reason, and the creator of STR’s informative 
and entertaining Red Pen Logic. He has been a follower of Christ as long as he can remember. 
However, after experiencing seasons of doubt, along with challenges from friends and colleagues, 
Tim thoroughly investigated the claims of Christianity and confidently concluded that Christianity 
“has the goods.” He has worked as a science teacher in both private and public schools. Tim 
earned a Bachelor of Science in Physics from York University, and a Bachelor of Education from 
the University of Ontario Institute of Technology. He most recently earned an M.A. in Philosophy 
from Southern Evangelical Seminary, and he serves on the pastoral staff at Cedarview Community 
Church.

Amy Hall has an M.A. in Christian Apologetics from Biola University and currently works as an 
apologist and blogger for Stand to Reason, where she writes about culture, ethics, philosophy, 
and theology in light of the truth of the Christian worldview. Her goal is to help Christians truly 
grasp the fact that Christianity = Reality, giving them the confidence and ability to apply and 
live out this truth in every area of their lives so that they may know, love, and serve Christ as 
whole people, in the fullest way possible. Amy can be heard, alongside Greg Koukl, on the many 
#STRask podcasts.

Robby is the newest apologist at Stand to Reason. Formerly, Robby was the Pastor of Apologetics 
at Desert Springs Community Church in Goodyear, AZ, an Associate Professor at Mission Bible 
Institute, and host of Christ, Culture & Coffee, a weekly apologetics podcast. Having earned his 
bachelor’s degree from Arizona Christian University, a Master of Divinity from Phoenix Seminary, 
and a master’s degree in Christian Apologetics from Biola University, Robby has a passion for 
equipping the church with good reasons to believe in classical Christianity. Most importantly, 
Robby has been married to his wonderful wife Kelly for over 13 years. Together they are raising 
four amazing kids to love and serve Jesus.



Alan is a well sought-after speaker at Stand to Reason who is turning the tide on Christian training 
worldwide. He knows many believers aren’t equipped to persuasively share their convictions. 
People often view Christians as anti-science, judgmental, homophobic, and intolerant. That’s why 
Alan has dedicated his life to training Christians to thoughtfully articulate their faith and values 
when confronting the most controversial issues like evolution, abortion, relativism, homosexuality/
gender issues, euthanasia, cloning, and Islam. Alan graduated from CSULB and holds an M.A. 
in Christian Apologetics from Biola University. He’s been a guest on both TV and radio and has 
spoken to thousands of adults and students at churches, conferences, and college campuses. Alan 
is the author of The Ambassador’s Guide to Understanding Homosexuality and The Ambassador’s 
Guide to Islam.

Greg Koukl is the founder and president of Stand to Reason. He started out thinking he was too 
smart to become a Christian and ended up giving his life for the defense of the Christian faith. 
A central theme of Greg’s speaking and writing is that Christianity—if it’s properly understood 
and properly communicated—makes the most sense of the world as we find it. Greg has spoken 
on more than 80 college and university campuses, both in the U.S. and abroad, advocating 
“Christianity worth thinking about.” Recently, he was interviewed on the Focus on the Family 
broadcast. An award-winning writer and best-selling author, Greg has written seven books, 
including The Story of Reality—How the World Began, How It Ends, and Everything Important 
that Happens in Between, and Tactics—A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian Convictions. 

Becket is the host of The Becket Cook Show on YouTube. He worked as a successful production 
designer in LA, where he lived as a gay man. In 2009, he gave his life to Christ. Transformed by the 
Gospel, he now speaks to help people understand homosexuality biblically and culturally. Balancing 
grace and truth, he shares his personal testimony and the biblical truths that homosexuality is 
still a sin, but following Christ is infinitely more satisfying. Becket graduated from Talbot School 
of Theology with an M.A. in Theology. He is the author of the book, A Change of Affection: A Gay 
Man’s Incredible Story of Redemption.

As an award-winning journalist, Megan pursued a career in Christian apologetics, specializing in 
bioethics. She joined Life Training Institute and received an M.A. in Christian Apologetics from 
Biola. Megan has appeared on numerous TV and radio broadcasts and has written multiple 
published articles. Known as one of the “best big-platform speakers,” Megan communicates 
pro-life issues and apologetics to students, women’s groups, pregnancy centers, and legislators. 
Compassionate for people in difficult positions, she offers scientific facts which bring truth and 
clarity to the subject of abortion. Megan lives in Colorado with her husband Tripp and their two 
children. As a former gymnast, she is known to practice handstands in her kitchen.

Drew Worsham is a pastor and public speaker—and an accomplished illusionist. He first began 
to study the art of illusion as a hobby, but soon realized it commanded people’s attention. When 
possible, Drew travels around the country, and occasionally overseas, performing illusions to draw 
crowds of people in to hear the story of Jesus and share the love of God. Drew and his wife 
planted a church called the The Rim in San Antonio, Texas, where Drew is the senior pastor. His 
church’s motto is “We are Disciples Who Make Disciples.” 

Tripp joined Summit Ministries in 2018 and is the Director of Summit Programs. Tripp’s passion for 
educating students in Christian theology and apologetics grew from being raised in a Christian 
home and then struggling as he entered a secular university. He learned that Christianity not only 
stands in the marketplace of ideas—it soars. He and his wife Megan seek to cultivate environments 
where students feel free to ask big questions and get real answers. Tripp, a former elite gymnast, 
coached gymnastics for more than two decades and served as a pastor for ten years. In Colorado, 
he and his family love outdoor adventure sports, particularly off-road motorcycling. Tripp was also 
a rally car 2017 champion of the NASA Rally Atlantic Cup Series.

Travis is a professor of philosophy at Dallas Baptist University. He’s a coauthor of Stand Firm: 
Apologetics and the Brilliance of the Gospel and author of the forthcoming Logic and the Way 
of Jesus: Thinking Critically and Christianly. He received a bachelor degree from Alaska Bible 
College, and master degrees from Biola University and Talbot School of Theology. Then Travis 
received another M.A. and a Ph.D. from the University of Iowa. Travis speaks regularly on topics of 
philosophy, apologetics, and culture. You can find him online at www.travisdickinson.com.





more



LEARN THEOLOGY. 

LEAD COURAGEOUSLY. 

TRANSFORM THE WORLD 

FOR CHRIST. 

Get Started Today
moody.edu/reality
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PRO-LIFE 101: HOW TO MAKE THE CASE FOR LIFE 
AND DEFEND IT…EVEN ON HOSTILE TURF

Megan Almon, Life Training Institute | www.prolifetraining.org

MAX LUCADO’S YOU ARE SPECIAL IS A LITTLE BITTY STORY THAT HOLDS A GREAT BIG IDEA…

	 	 “Some			 	 	 															don’t	matter	as	much	as	others.”

One	major	mistake	people	make	when	talking	about	abortion	is	that	they	tend	to	confuse	

	 	 	 	 	 claims	with	 		 	 	 claims.

Two	kinds	of	“truth”	are	 													 truths	and		 	 	 	 truths.

SUBJECTIVE TRUTHS:

OBJECTIVE TRUTHS:

Most	people	think	that	moral	claims	are		 	 	 in	nature,	but	really,	they’re		 	 										.

 

What	difference	does	it	make?

THE PRO-LIFER’S CLAIM:		Abortion	is	wrong	because:

TO MAKE YOUR CASE, YOU MUST DO THREE THINGS: 

1.	Simplify	the	issue	by	zeroing	in	on	the	most	important	question.

2.	Offer	an	answer	to	that	question.

3.	Make	a	case	for	human	value	that	cuts	through	the	current	view.



1. SIMPLIFYING THE ISSUE:		The	question	at	the	center	of	the	abortion	debate	is:

How	do	you	know	when	someone	is	begging	that	question?	The	next	time	someone	gives	a	justification	

for	abortion,	take	the	embryo/fetus	out	of	the	equation	and	replace	it	with	a	 	 	 			.

What	are	some	examples	of	justifications	for	abortion	that	assume	that	the	unborn	is	not	human	like	

the	rest	of	us?

How	to	“Trot	Out	the	Toddler”:

“What	is	the	unborn?”	is	a		 	 	 	 question,	not	a	religious	one.

2. ANSWERING THE QUESTION: The	science	of	embryology	says	that	from	the	very	beginning	(conception),	

the	unborn	are:		L	 	 	,	D	 	 			,	and	W	 	 	 human	beings.

•	Living:

•	Distinct:

•	Whole:

•	Parts	vs.	wholes

•	Construction	vs.	development	(Richard	Stith’s	jaguar	example)



3. A CASE FOR HUMAN VALUE:	Some	people	may	concede	your	scientific	case	and	make	a	distinction	

between	“humans”	and	“persons.”	The	question	they’re	really	highlighting	is	this:

Philosophy	gives	us	two	categories	to	answer	this	question:

1.		I	 	 	 :	 	 	 	 2.		I	 	 	 	 :

S.L.E.D. (Stephen	Schwarz)

1.		S	 	 	 	 :

2.		L	 	 	 	 	 	 :

3.  E    :

4. 	D	 	 	 	 	 	 :

CONCLUSIONS:

How	does	the	understanding	that	human	beings	are	intrinsically	valuable	impact	the	abortion	debate?

HOW DOES IT IMPACT THE WAY WE THINK ABOUT OTHER INJUSTICES?

HOW DOES IT IMPACT YOU?

WHAT DOES THE GOSPEL HAVE TO DO WITH ABORTION?

WHAT WILL I DO WITH WHAT I’VE LEARNED?



WILL YOUR STUDENT BOLDY LIVE OUT THEIR FAITH?
Give your students an opportunity to spend two weeks with world-class 

speakers to ask their questions and strengthen their faith. 
Stop by the Summit table for 2022 dates and discounts!

SAVE YOUR SEAT TODAY
summit.org/students
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SESSION 1: CHAOS TO CLARITY | Alan Shlemon, Tim Barnett, & Jon Noyes
• Has society or your reality seemed like chaos this past year? If so, has anything helped bring clarity?

• Are you being challenged by your friends or peers regarding topics like race, gender, sexuality?

  Who or what have you turned to when confronted by these ideas?

• What has been the most difficult subject to speak into this past year?

SESSION 2: BRINGING CLARITY TO RACE | Monique Duson
• Your friend asks you if the Bible condones racism. What Bible verses do you point to?

• Have you ever experienced mistreatment due to your skin color or ethnicity?

• Give 3 examples from the Bible of mistreatment based on ethnic or gender targeting.

• Read through Ephesians 4:1-3 & 22-32. How should these principles shape how we treat each other as Christians?

SESSION 3: BRINGING CLARITY TO ABORTION | Megan Almon
• What are some claims that beg the question/assume that the unborn are not human?

• How can you use a toddler example in these conversations?

• Stephen Schwarz’s S.L.E.D. (Size, Level of Development, Environment, and Degree of Dependency) is a tool that 

  demonstrates that instrumental value answers lead to spectrums of value. For example, if size is the thing that 

  determines our value, it logically follows that smaller human beings are less valuable and, consequently, less deserving of 

  a right to life than larger ones. How might this tool come in handy when you are confronted with other instrumental 

  value answers such as consciousness or self-awareness?

• Are there some examples of things you have read, heard, or seen (books, music, film, television) that portray functional 

  (or “instrumental”) value rather than intrinsic value? Why is it important to keep this in mind as we enjoy these art forms?

• In what ways do you see our society operating under the assumption that some human beings matter more than 

  others? How do these examples connect to abortion? Why might making the connections for others be helpful in 

  conversations about abortion?

• How might appealing to science and philosophy help in conversations about abortion and related issues?

• Why might it be a good idea to enter conversations with thoughtful questions and a listening ear?



SESSION 4: BRINGING CLARITY TO SEX & HOMOSEXUALITY | Becket Cook
• How do we hold on to our biblical convictions, especially regarding sexual ethics, given the culture we’re in?

• How do we lovingly engage the LGBTQ community without sacrificing truth?

• What is the best way to share the Gospel to someone in the LGBTQ community?

• How can the church best come alongside those who struggle with same-sex attraction?

• Can you be gay and Christian? 

SESSION 5: CLEARING THE CHAOS & COMMITTING TO CHRIST | J. Warner Wallace 
• Why do you think some people have been persuaded that Jesus wasn’t a real person?

• How would you talk about the unique nature of Jesus with a friend who holds a different religious belief?

• Think about one of your friends who holds a different religious view. What is the hardest part about starting a spiritual   

  conversation with them?

• What would you say now to someone who claims Jesus was just copied from prior mythologies?



1. START DOING SOMETHING. Bloom where you’re planted.

2. KEEP GETTING BETTER. Be a student of your craft.

Make the best use of any opportunity within your immediate grasp. If you can’t speak to 100, speak 

to 10. If not to 10, then 1. When you can’t speak, write. When possible, do both.

 

The notion meshes seamlessly with a basic biblical principle: We must first be faithful in smaller things 

before we can be entrusted with larger things. And if we are faithful with those—even if God gives 

only “smaller” things and bigger things never come your way—then He is honored. Our small acts of 

faithfulness will be enough.

Apologetics is both a skill and an art. There is content that must be mastered and then communicated 

clearly. Commit yourself to a life of learning the material and to a habit of constantly honing your 

ability as a communicator, both in speaking and in writing.

So keep your eyes open. Ask yourself, “What is one thing I can do right now? 

What small step can I take today or this week that will make a difference in the lives of the people 

already entrusted to me?” Take what opportunities come your way. Do what you can, wherever you 

are. Bloom where you’re planted. And be a constant learner, a student of the wonderful craft of giving 

an answer for the hope that is in you.

Be faithful in those two things, then watch and see what the Lord decides to do with your offering.

All the Best,

The one question I’m asked more than any other is this: “How can I learn to do what you’re doing? 

How can I become an apologist?” I have two thoughts to offer in response that have served me well over 

45 years in the hope that they will be of service to you too.





TOGETHER ‘22

In the 1970s, a great revival hit America and a generation of ‘Jesus People’ formed 
the largest Jesus gathering of all time called Explo ’72, taking place at the Cotton 
Bowl Stadium in Dallas, TX.

Fifty years later, TOGETHER ’22 is a modern-day Jesus movement led by Nick Hall 
that will equip and activate an entire generation to follow Jesus and Make Him 
Known.

June 24-25, 2022

Cotton Bowl, Dallas, TX
pulse.org  

Partner with us!



Prepare for a lifetime  
of gospel-centered,  
Spirit-led ministry.
EXPLORE OUR ACCELERATED 
MASTER’S PROGRAMS. EARN A B.A.  
+ M.A. IN 5 YEARS OR LESS.

biola.edu/ministry |  btm@biola.edu  |  @biolaadmissions
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Using short, interactive, and engaging courses, STR U equips you to make an even-handed,
yet gracious defense for Christianity and Christian values in the public square.

STR U IS AN ONLINE TRAINING PROGRAM DESIGNED TO PRODUCE
A PARTICULAR KIND OF PERSON: AN EFFECTIVE AMBASSADOR FOR CHRIST.




