
Problem Passages for the Doctrine of the Trinity 

 

“Only- Begotten Son” (KJV) – “monogenes” (Greek) 

 

Usage to Describe ? 

Francis Warden, whose doctoral dissertation at Southern Baptist Seminary, is the most extensive study 

of monogenes, found a total of fifty (50) instances (biblical and extra-biblical), where monogenes had 

nothing with which to be compared.  Each was the absolutely monos (single) representative in its own 

(kind) genos. 

Teacher’s Note: His research shows evidence that monogenes is to be represented as expressing 

uniqueness of being, rather than any remarkableness resulting from any manner of coming into being.  

This conclusion is consistent with Biblical teaching regarding Jesus which indicates that Jesus’ 

uniqueness is not a consequence of his coming in the flesh as the virgin-born Son of God. 

Teacher’s Note:  To base the Fatherhood and the Sonship on the human birth from the Virgin womb 

contradicts John’s statement, “The Word became flesh”  the Word that in eternity was with God and that 

himself was God. 

 

Usage to Describe Family 

Acts 4:6 - And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of 

the kindred of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. (Acts 7:13; 13:26). 

 

Usage to Describe Offspring 

 (Acts 17:28-29; Rev. 22:16) 

 

Usage to Describe Race 

(Mark 7:26; Acts 4:36; 7:19; 18:2; 18:24; 2 Cor. 11:26; Phil. 3:5; Gal. 1:14; 1 Pet. 2:9) 

 

Usage to Describe Kind, Sort, Class 

 (Matt. 13:47; 17:21; Mark 9:29; 1 Cor. 12:10; 12:28; 14:10). 

 

Usage To Describe People Other Than Jesus 

 

Isaac - Hebrews 11:17 - By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received 

the promises offered up his only begotten son,  

Teacher’s Note:  Isaac is a one of two children begotten/born by the same father.  Isaac could not be 

Abraham’s only son in the literal sense of being the only one beotten by him.  He was neither “only” nor 

“only begotten” in the literal sense.  He was “only” son in the sense of being a “beloved” son. 

Teacher’s Note:  Isaac was the “only begotten” son in that legal constituency of the family was 

perpetuated in him, which is the point in Heb. 11:17 – “that in Isaac shall they seed be called.” 

 

The Widow of Nain’s Son - Luke 7:12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was 

a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city 

was with her.  

 

Jairus’ Daughter – Luke 8:42 - For he had one only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she lay a 

dying. But as he went the people thronged him.  

 

A Demoniac Boy - Luke 9:38 - And, behold, a man of the company cried out, saying, Master, I beseech 

thee, look upon my son: for he is mine only child.  

 

Usage to Describe Jesus 

Teacher’s Note:  Only John uses monogenes to describe the relation of Jesus to God. 



 Unique in His Preexistence in His Relationship to the Father  

 

John 1:14 - And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the 

glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.  

Teacher’s Note:  Athanasius, around 355, in discussing the difference between making and 

begetting, provides this: 

Plainly, divine Scripture…says through Moses, of the creatures, “In the beginning God 

created the heaven and the earth”; but of the Son it says, “I have begotten thee from the 

womb before the morning star”; and again, “Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 

thee”’ and, “Before all the hills He begets me.”  And concerning things originated and 

created John speaks, “All things were made by him”’ but preaching of the Lord, he says, 

“The monogenes Son, who is in the bosom of the Father…” 

Teacher’s Note:  As miracles were signs of his person and mission, the manner of his birth 

attested to his heavenly relationship. 

Teacher’s Note:  The Johannine teaching is that Christ-and he alone, previous to coming into 

the world – had already been begotten. 

 

 Unique in His Close Fellowship with the Father 

 

John 1:18 - No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of 

the Father, he hath declared him.  

 

 Unique as Lovingly Sent by the Father into the Word to Give Eternal Life 

 

John 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  

 

1 John 4:9 - In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only 

begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.  

 

 Unique as the Object of Saving Faith as Purposed by the Father 

 

  John 3:16 –  

  John 3:18 - He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that  

believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only 

begotten Son of God.  

Conclusin1: Evidence shows that the etymological meaning of monogenes is focused on singleness, uniqueness, 

uniqueness of being as such, or oneness of kind and that the term has no reference to “begettal” except as 

remotely related.  This term as well as its OT counterpart are used as hyperboles of affection.  Therefore, the 

best translation I can think of is “only beloved.” 

Conclusion2:  When applied to Jesus, the word monogenes points to His uniqueness as the Son of God.  The 

title, when applied to Christ, is an official public establishment of a Fahter-Son relationship that is based on an 

eternal relationship.  Should we translated “only begotten” as “unique” or “one and only?”  I think that it is a 

more literal translation of the word to stick with “only begotten.”  When we interpret the word, it should stress 

the uniqueness of His relationship and position as the Son.  Monogenes also emphasizes the Father-Son 

relationship by the word “begotten” (although “begotten” is understood to point to an origin of a relationship 

that does not involve actual reproduction).  To be the eternal Son of God, one need have only an eternal 

relationship as Son to the Father.  He does not need to have his individual personhood eternally produced by the 

Father.  (Human analogy: in adoption there is real relationship with out reproduction.  You have a son, but you 

did not produce that son, but you still have a legal father-son relationship).   

 

 



Application: Every monogenes introduced in Scripture seems to have been the object of great love and Jesus is 

certainly no different from the others in this sense.  Will anyone deny that the contexts of Jn. 3:16 and 1 Jn. 4:9 

have reference to the greatest love of God for man?  Is it not true that in both of these passages the love of God 

for the world and His love for His own Son are compared?  Here it seems clear that John is saying that the love 

of God for the world exceeded even His love for His beloved Son.  If this were not so, would God ever have 

sent Christ into this world?  Christ’s suffering and death are the greatest demonstration of God’s love and the 

greatest extent of God’s love.  This presents the doctrine of the love of God in its greatest extent and offers to 

sinners the greatest incentive for coming to Christ for the free gift of salvation. 

 

In what sense are believers in Jn. 1:13 said to be ‘begotten” of God? 

The reference in the preceding verse gives us the answer – they were begin given the right to become 

children of God.  Also the word teknon is used for us in reference to “children” of God and uios for 

Christ as “son” of God.  We are begotten of God in a legal sense, much like a formula for adoption.  

Begetting means nothing other than an obtainment of position. (Ps. 2:7 cf. Acts 13:33 – a coronation 

idea, not a conception idea) (the legal decision which fell when Jesus was glorified is applied to the 

individual and can be called “children of God.” 

 

Col. 1:15 – “Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:” (KJV) 

 

Teacher’s Note: Those that deny the deity of Christ rely primarily on the Scriptural text of Col. 1:15.  It is the 

purpose of our time this morning to look at the last phrase as a title and name for Christ with a view to its 

understanding and significance. 

  

The two main possible renderings of this text: 

 1. “His is the primacy over all created things” 

 2. “He is born before all created things” 

 

Tracing the term “protokos” through the NT as it applies to Christ 

1. Luke 2:7 – At his incarnation, Jesus is designated as Mary’s firstborn signifying his consecration 

to God by letting the world know that Mary had no previous children.  Luke uses this word 

instead of “only begotten” to leave room for the idea and concept of subsequent children. 

2. Col. 1:18 – By his glorious resurrection, in which he was victorious over sin and death, he 

became the “firstborn from among the dead” (Col. 1:18) and now exercises sovereign sway over 

his redeemed people as the “firstborn from the dead” (Rev. 1:5). 

3. Rom. 8:29 – As the head of the new, redeemed humanity destined to bear the impress of his 

image, he is the “firstborn among many brothers”  

Transition:  But the conception move not only forward toward consummation but also, in the thought 

of Paul, backward into the realm of eternity past. 

4. Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:2,6) – In Paul’s view all creation finds its reference point with respect to the 

“firstborn over all creation,” “the heir of all things.” 

 

The meaning of “every creature” (KJV) – “pases ktiseos” – (Greek) 

 1. Should be better translated as “all things/ all creation.” 

  Teacher’s Note: 
Reason1: the cosmic scope of the passage is readily apparent. 

  Reason2: the word “pas” is repeated six times in the passage as “all  

things.” 

Reason3: this passage falls back against Gen. 1 were the more comprehensive rendering is used 

of “all creation.” 

So it is best to take this in a more collective sense of “all creation, as opposed to distributive idea 

falling upon each individual created ting. 

The kind of genitive in “every creature” (KJV) - – “pases ktiseos” – (Greek) 



1. Partitive genitive – so that protokos would be included in some way in the class of creatures. 

 Teacher’s Note:  Of course the Arians interpret the genitive this way and reduce Christ to the 

status of a created being.  But this is clearly wrong as soon as we take the “for” of vs. 16 and the 

“before all” of vs. 17.  There Christ is declared to be the preexistent mediator of all creation.  

What vs. 16 and 17 are saying is that if pre-incarnate Christ was the agent of all creation, and 

pre-existed before everything, it leads to the conclusion that only God could describe Christ’s 

being.  Futhermore, full deity is ascribed to Christ by the “image of the invisible God” title (vs. 

15) and the “fullness” title (19, 2:9). 

2. Genitive of Comparison – which would exclude protokos from the class of creatures 

3. Objective Genitive – in which case the action implied in being protokos terminates on all 

creation. 

 Teacher’s Note:  Meaning that the noun exercises its action over “all creation.”  So at the front 

of protokos is the meaning and emphasis of primacy of position and status (very close to the title 

“Lord”)  So the purpose of the hymn is to teach the unique sovereignty of the firstborn over all 

creation. 

Suggested Translation:  

Background – vs. 12-14 – the focus is on the “beloved son.”  The title Firstborn is not used to indicate 

that Jesus is the first son by God the Father.  For Jesus the title indicates that He has the legal rights of 

inheritance of all that he Father has.    And he has this not because He was virgin-conceived and virgin-

born but because in His preexistence He was eternally the Son of God and He created all things.  The 

thought is moving to the idea of kingship and sovereignty as well as inheritance.  So the idea of 

“firstborn” is better translated “heir of all things” indicating a position of authority over all creation.  

This position of authority is not based on him being the first created creature, but rather based on His 

being the creator.  This makes him prior to the creation in time and rank.  Cf. Ps. 89:27 – The king is 

called firstborn, not because he is first of many, but because he is “the elect and beloved God who as is 

set above the kings of the earth.”  When applied to Jesus, the word does not indicate birth, but the 

priority, position, and prerogatives of the “Firstborn” just as Jacob in the OT who was not the firstborn 

came to posses the position and rights of the firstborn. 

 

Christ’s limited knowledge 

 

Matthew 24:36-37 - But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father 

only. [37] But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.  

 

Observations: 

1. Jesus spoke these words during His time of humiliation.  They do not reflect the state of His 

knowledge after His resurrection.  Note that in Acts 1:6 (When they therefore were come 

together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to 

Israel?) Jesus seemed to know the time of the resurrection of the Kingdom of Israel, but would 

not reveal it to them. 

 

2. Jesus’ lack of knowledge at the time He spoke these words was as genuine as the angel’s lack of 

knowledge of the time of the Second Advent. 

 

     

 

     

 


