
Preparing to Gather 

Introduction 
This is a broad overview of the considerations and planning regarding eventual re-opening of FCBC in-person 

gatherings, including Sunday worship, small groups, staff and ministry meetings, and other events.  It is a 

framework rather than a structure.  As of now we do not have a specific timeline for beginning to meet again, 

nor one for the speed of implementation of the various phases. 

The elders are in consultation with health professionals, government representatives, Church leaders, and 

others both within and outside our congregation.  We request your feedback.  Please ask questions, provide 

critique, and suggest improvements or changes. 

Our Vision and Mission 
Our vision and mission to proclaim the Gospel, make disciple-making disciples, send and support missionaries, 

and equip the Church has not changed in the midst of this crisis, nor will it change afterwards.  Everything we do 

should be in accordance with this vision and mission! 

Planning with Purpose 
As we anticipate gathering again in person, we have developed a framework that prepares us for that re-

opening, remains flexible to inevitable changes and, we hope, helps us communicate with our congregation and 

community. 

We recognize that we work within a seeming tension between our Scriptural mandate to submit to 

governmental authority (Rom 13) while obeying God rather than man (Acts 5).  Though this may seem murky to 

us at times, we know that God’s guidance is clear and without error.  We also know that we are called to 

humility, obedience, and sacrifice, counting others more significant than ourselves and putting their needs 

before ours (Phil 2). 

In light of this, we and a collection of like-minded Christian leaders have been respectfully engaging our state 

government through the Governor’s task force on re-opening.  The government appears receptive to this 

engagement and has recently created a working group for re-opening houses of worship. 

Emerging from the Lock-down 
At the end of April, the White House issued a three-phased plan to re-open the United States based on meeting 

certain criteria.  This plan provided guidance for individuals, employers, and certain venues (including houses of 

worship) for each phase, and our plan to re-open FCBC is based roughly on that guidance.  The White House left 

decisions to the states regarding timing and implementation of this plan. 

The following week, our Governor issued guidance for the gradual opening of certain businesses, services, and 

industries in New Hampshire.  The Governor’s plan stopped short of fully implementing phase 1 of the White 

House plan. 

From Dispersed to Gathered 
The graphic on the next page illustrates how we envision “gathered” activities will return to in-person meetings.  
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Again, we don’t have a precise timeline.  When we move into the first phase (orange in the graphic above), we 

believe it will begin with small groups – not just the weekly groups in which many participate, but also small 

worship groups meeting on Sunday throughout our communities – and other creative venues.  We also believe 

that some will need or choose to continue sheltering for some time. 

As we prepare to gather again, we are also seeking help in developing cleaning and sanitization practices, 

seating and “flow” configuration for the building, other considerations regarding the scheduling and format of 

these gatherings, communications, and more.  If you would like to assist in these or other areas, please tell us! 

Reaching out and Reaching in 
During this time of transition, we also ask for your assistance in ministering to those who may be left out or in 

special need.  We want to “reach out and reach in” especially to those who will continue to be isolated.  This 

includes those who are at higher risk (or live/work with people who are) and need to continue sheltering, and 

those who for various reasons choose to do so.  There will be some who have fallen away, others who have been 

hurt, and still others who are curious, seeking, or desiring to re-commit to the Gospel.  We ask all of our FCBC 

family to partner with us in serving Christ by loving his Church and our neighbors. 

We Need Your Feedback 
Again, the elders need to hear your feedback, questions, concerns, and ideas.  We would also be very willing to 

share more detail about these plans and the other consultations and actions that are happening behind the 

scenes.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to us.  Most importantly, please continue to hold all of us up in your 

prayers. 

In Christ, 

The Elders of Faith Community Bible Church 


