
CHRIST IN ETERNITY PAST 
 

Thought Question:  Why is Christ’s pre-existence in eternity past the turning point on what one 

thinks about Christ? 

Intro:  “Before Abraham was, I am” (Jn. 8:58)  The listeners immediately understood that Christ 

was claiming to be eternal and thereby was asserting Himself to be God.  The Jews accordingly 

took up stones to stone Him, which was the prescribe penalty for blasphemy.  The reality of 

Christ’s person in eternity past is a statement and proof of His eternal deity.  Therefore, the 

doctrine of the eternity of the Son of God is the most important doctrine of Christology as a 

whole because if Christ is not eternal than He is a creature and lacks what it means to be God.  

The argument for His eternity and for His deity are therefore inseparable. 

 

I. The Eternity of the Son of God 

 

 A. He Came from Heaven 

 

Jn. 3:16-17 – For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God 

sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through 

him might be saved. 

 

Jn. 3:31 – For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that 

the world through him might be saved. 

 

Jn. 6:38 - For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of 

him that sent me. 

 

 B. He Existed before Creation 

 

Jn. 1:3 – All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made 

that was made.  

 

Jn. 1:10 -He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world 

knew him not. 

 

Col. 1:16-17 – For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are 

in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 

principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 

[17] And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 

 

Note: Christ was before all creation, and all creation stemmed from His creative 

activity.  If Christ was before all creation, it is obvious that He Himself could not 

have been created. 

 

Heb. 1:2 - Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath 

appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 



 

 C. He is Eternal 

 

Isa 9:6 – For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government 

shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, 

The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

 

  “everlasting Father” = “Father of eternity” 

 

Micah 5:2 – But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the 

thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler 

in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. 

 

Jn. 1:1 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 

 

“was” – The Word did not then begin to be, but at that point at which all else 

began to be He already “was.” 

 

Jn. 8:58 – Jesus said unto them, Verily,verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham 

was, I am. 

 

  “Before Abraham came to be, I am” 

 

Rev. 1:8 – I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, 

which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. 

 

II. Christ in Old Testament History 

 

 A. Titles of the Son of God in the Old Testament 

 

  1. Angel of Jehovah 

 

   The divine nature of the “Angel of YHWH” 

 

a. Appearance to Hagar: Gen. 16:7-14.  Note that the Angel is called 

“YHWH” in verse 13. 

b. Appearances to Abraham 

1) Gen. 18:1-33.  Note that vs. 1, 13, 33 designate the one 

appearing as “YHWH,” and according to 19:1 the other two 

visitors were angels 

2) Gen. 22:11-18.  Note that in vs. 15-16 the “Angel” speaks 

the word of “YHWH,” perhaps speaking as YHWH or else 

begin distinct from YHWH here. 

c. Appearance to Jacob: 31:11-13.  Note that in Gen. 48:15-16 Jacob 

identified “God” with “the Angel.” 



d. Appearance to Moses: Exodus 3:1-4:17.  Note that the “Angel” of 

vs. 2 is “YHWH in the rest of the encounter. 

e. Appearance to Israel as their Protector and Judge: went “before” 

them. 

1) He is the pillar of a cloud and the pillar of fire and leads 

Israel through the wilderness to the promised land (Ex. 

13:21; 14:19; 23:20-23; 32:34; 33:2) 

2) He warns Balaam (Num. 22:22-35) 

3) Judges sin in the case of David’s in numbering Israel (2 

Sam. 24:14-17; I Chron. 21:11-30). 

f. Appearance to Elijah to care for him ( 1 Kings. 19:5-7) and to 

guide and protect him (2 Kings 1:1-16). 

g. Appearance to Zechariah: Zech 1:11-21.  Note that v. 20 identifies 

the Angel as “the LORD.”  And yet in vs. 12-13 shows two distinct 

persons – the Angel prays to YHWH. 

 

   The distinction of the “Angel of YHWH” from YHWH 

 

   a. The Angel of YHWH was sent by YHWH (Acts 7:30-35) 

    1) Exod. 23:20-23 

    2) Exod. 32:34 

    3) Nub. 20:16 

    4) Isa 63:9 

   b. The Angel of YHWH and YHWH spoke to each other 

    1) Zech. 1:12-13 

    

   The “Angel of YHWH” is the second Person of the Trinity 

 

   a. The second Person is the visible God of the New Testament 

 

    Note:  It is logical that the same Person of the Trinity  

should appear in bodily form in both Testaments. 

 

   b. The absence of NT appearances of the “Angel of YHWH.” 

 

Note:  References to angels in the New Testament seem to refer to 

either angelic or human messengers.  It is a natural inference that 

the Angel of YHWH is now the incarnate Christ. 

 

c. The similarity of function between the “Angel of YHWH” and 

Christ can be observed in the fact that Both are sent by the Father. 

 

d. The role of the preincarnate Christ 

 

    1) Revealer of God 

 



    2) Dealing with sin 

 

    3) Providing for those in need 

 

    4) Guiding in the path of the will of God 

 

    5) Protecting His people from their enemies 

 

    6) Executing the providence of God 

 

B. Prophecies of Christ in the Old Testament 

Intro:  Luke 24:27 – When the risen Lord conversed with the two disciples on the 

road to Emmaus, Luke states that Christ “beginning from Moses and from all the 

prophets…interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.”  

It is implicit in this discourse of several hours of that the life, death, and 

resurrection of Christ were major themes of prophecy in the OT. 

 

  1. The Name: Messiah 

 

   a. Etymology of “Messiah” 

 

1) Derived from the Greek Messias 

 

2) The Greek is derived from the Hewbrew  Mashach 

meaning “to anoint.” 

 

   b. Usage 

 

    1) The anointing of Kings 

 

     a) Saul – I Sam. 24:6, 10 

 

     b) David – II Sam. 19:21; 23:1 

 

    2) The anointing of Priests 

 

a) I Sam. 2:35 – And I will raise me up a faithful 

priest, that shall do according to that which is in 

mine heart and in my mind: and I will build him a 

sure house; and he shall walk before mine anointed 

for ever. 

 

     b) Lev. 4:3, 5, 16; 8:12 

 

    3) Jesus as Messiah 

      



     a) Jesus definitely affirmed that He is the  

Messiah 

 

Jn. 4:25-26 – The woman saith unto him, I know 

that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when 

he is come, he will tell us all things. 

Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he. 

 

Matt. 16:13-17 

 

Jn. 10:24-25 

 

Matt. 21:4-5, 9, 15-16 

 

b) Yet He used this title very rarely, and cautioned 

others against publicizing His Messianic identity.  

Why?  This hiding of this title was not to contradict 

the Jewish expectation of a political Messiah, but to 

prevent the Jews from considering Him as only a 

political Messiah.  He also was come to  fulfill the 

prophecies that the Messiah would die to redeem 

people from their sins. 

 

 Matt. 16:20 -Then charged he his disciples that they 

should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ. 

 

 Mark 8;29-30 -And he saith unto them, But whom 

say ye that I am? And Peter answereth and saith 

unto him, Thou art the Christ. 

And he charged them that they should tell no man 

of him 

 

 Luke 4:41 

 

c) The title was used more by others to describe Jesus 

 

 Acts. 17:3; 18:5, 28 

 

    4) Conclusions 

 

Note:  The hope of Israel centered in the coming of this 

Person who was to be anointed as King and Priest and to 

whom Israel looked for deliverance from sin as well as 

from oppression of the Gentiles. 

 

   c. The Messianic Line: His lineage 



 

Gen. 3:15 – “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 

and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and 

thou shalt bruise his heel.” 

 

1) This broad generalization is not clear unless interpreted by 

subsequent prophecy. 

 

2) Progressive revelation does not make earlier prophecies 

invalid, neither does it correct them as if they were less 

inspired, but late revelations clarify them. 

 

Why have two genealogies in the gospels?  

 

(Jer. 22:30; 36:30-31) - Jehoiakim is cursed and the line of the 

kings of Judah ends in him.  How can God fulfill His promise to 

David if this line is cut off? 

Solution: 

 Matthew’s Genealogy – line of Joseph – Joseph is 

descended from David through Solomon – the line of the 

kings of Judah – the legal right to be King - therefore the 

fulfillment of the promise to David of his throne reigning 

forever 

 Luke’s Genealogy – line of Mary – Mary is descended 

from David through Nathan – the physical seed of Christ – 

therefore the fulfillment of the promise to David of his seed 

enduring forever. 

 Christ is adopted into the kingly line of Joseph by adoption, 

bypassing the curse by not having an earthly father. 

 

  2. General Characteristics of Messianic Prophecy 

 

a. In Messianic prediction the future is often regarded as past or 

present. 

 

1) Example – Isa 53 – the way Isaiah sees it is as if it has 

already happened. 

 

2) This method is used to show that the prophecy is certain of 

completion. 

 

b. Messianic prophecy does not include all the intermediate steps 

between the great events. 

 

1) Example – Isa 61:1-2 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon 

me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good 



tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 

opening of the prison to them that are bound; 

To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day 

of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; 

Luke 4:18-19 – The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 

he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he 

hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach 

deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the 

blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 

To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

 

2) the first and second comings of Christ are mentioned 

without any intermediate time in between. 

 

3) Illustration of mountain peaks – you don’t see the valley. 

 

  3. Principal Types of Messianic Prophecy 

 

   a. Prophecies Concerning Christ’s birth 

 

1) The place – Micah 5:2 – But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 

though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out 

of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in 

Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from 

everlasting. 

 

2) The sign of his birth – Isaiah 7:14/ Matt 1:23 – “Therefore 

the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin 

shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name 

Immanuel.” 

 

 Problem:  7:15-16 seem to teach that it must be fulfilled 

with 2-3 years of Isaiah’s prophecy 

 Answer: 

 a) Must be fulfilled in Christ because Matthew  

quotes Isaiah and applies it to Christ’s virgin birth. 

  

b) “sign” always implies/teaches something 

miraculous. 

 

c) “virgin” – “almah” always means a young 

unmarried woman who is a virgin. 

 



d) “bear” – present tense – identifying the woman as 

being presently a virgin and pregnant. “a young 

unmarried virgin pregnant and bearing a son.” 

 

e) “virgin…and shall call his name Immannuel” – 

describes the woman as naming the child, implying 

the father has nothing to do with the conception. 

 

f) What about being fulfilled in 2-3 years when Christ 

doesn’t come for another 500 years?   

 Answer:  Look at 2a – Isaiah sees this vision as 

happening presently, so it is not 2-3 years from his 

time, but 2-3 years once the virgin is pregnant. 

 

   b. Prophecies Concerning the Life of Christ 

 

    1) His public ministry is preceded by a messenger 

 

a) *Mal. 3:1 – Behold, I will send my messenger, and 

he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, 

whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to this temple, 

even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye 

delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of 

hosts. 

 

b) Isa. 40:3 – The voice of him that crieth in the 

wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

 

    2) His Prophetic office 

 

a) Deut. 18:15-18/ Jn. 1:21; 4:29; 5:46; 6:14; 8:28; 14:24) 

Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I 

did: is not this the Christ? 

 

    3) His Priestly office 

 

     a) I Sam. 2:35 

 

b) Ps. 110:4/ Heb. 5:6 -The LORD hath sworn, and 

will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the 

order of Melchizedek. 

 

    4) His Kingly Office 

 

     a) *2 Sam. 7:12-16/ Lk. 1:31-33 – 



 
The provisions of the Davidic covenant include: (1)  God will 

make David’s name great (vs. 9).  (2)  God will provide a secure land 

for Israel (vs. 10-11).  (3)  David is to have a child that will succeed 

him and establish his kingdom (vs. 12).  (4)  This son shall build the 

temple instead of David (vs. 13).  (5)  The throne will not be taken 

away from him, like Saul, even though his sins require chastening 

(vs. 14-15).  (6)  David’s house, kingdom, and throne will be 

established forever (vs. 16). 

 

b) Isa. 9:6-7 – [6] For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 

is given: and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, 

Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 

The Prince of Peace. 

[7] Of the increase of his government and peace there 

shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 

kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment 

and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal 

of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

 

Note:After Solomon and is still saying  

the king is still to come. 

 

c) Isa 11/ Jer. 23:5-6 – still future as well - Behold, the 

days come, saith the LORD, that I will raise unto David 

a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, 

and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. 

[6] In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall 

dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he shall be 

called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

 

c) Zech. 9:9 – fulfilled in NT - Matt. 21:4-9; Mk. 11:9-10; 

Lk. 19:37-38 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter 

of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is 

just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an 

ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass 

 

    5) Christ being Savior and Deliverer 

 

     a) Isa 53 

 

    6) Christ being Servant of Jehovah 

    

     a) Is. 42:1-7 

   

     b) 49:1-7 



 

     c) 52:13-53:12 

 

d) Shows Christ as the obedient Servant who through 

His sufferings and death redeems His people. 

 

    7) His Miraculous Works 

 

a) Isa 35:5-6 - Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 

Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue 

of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters 

break out, and streams in the desert. 

 

b) Jn. 5:36 - But I have greater witness than that of John: 

for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, 

the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the 

Father hath sent me 

 

   c. Prophecies Concerning the Death of Christ 

 

    1) *Isa 52:13-53:12 

 

     a) 52:14 – He is to be brutally beaten 

     b) 53:5 – wounded four our transgressions/  

bruised for our iniquities 

     c) 53:5 – His sufferings provide peace and  

healing 

     d) 53:7 – He is to be silent before His  

persecutors. 

     e) 53:10 – His soul will be an offering for sin 

     f) 53:9 – He will die with the wicked, but will  

be buried with the rich. 

     g) 53:9 - His sufferings arise not from His own  

sin  

     

    2) *Ps. 22/ Matt. 27:46 

 

     a) vs. 1 – Messiah is to be forsaken of God 

     b) vs. 6-8 – Messiah is to be ridiculed and  

taunted 

c) vs. 14-16 – Messiah is to suffer unspeakable agony 

d) vs. 14 – Messiah’s bones to be pulled out of joint. 

e) vs. 15 – Messiah was to suffer thirst 

f) vs. 16 – Hands and feet to be pierced 



g) vs. 18 – His garments were to be divided with the 

exception of His vesture 

 

3) Ps. 41:9 – He was to be betrayed by a friend - Yea, mine 

own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my 

bread, hath lifted up his heel against me. 

 

4) Ps. 35:11 – He was to be falsely accused - False witnesses 

did rise up; they laid to my charge things that I knew not. 

 

5) Isa 50:6 – He was to be spit upon - I gave my back to the 

smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I 

hid not my face from shame and spitting. 

 

6) Ps. 34:20 – His bones were not to be broken - He keepeth 

all his bones: not one of them is broken. 

 

   d. Prophecies Concerning the Resurrection of Christ 

 

    1) Ps. 16:10/ Acts 2:25-31/ 13:34-37 – cannot be  

David because he saw corruption, Christ died and was 

raised again. 

For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou 

suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 
 

2) Matt. 12:38-40 - 38] Then certain of the scribes and of the 

Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we would see a sign 

from thee. 

[39] But he answered and said unto them, An evil and 

adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall 

no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: 

[40] For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the 

whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and 

three nights in the heart of the earth. 
 

3) Matt. 17:9, 22-23 - And as they came down from the 

mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no 

man, until the Son of man be risen again from the dead. 
 

4) Matt. 20:19 - And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to 

mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day 

he shall rise again. 
 

5) Jn. 2:19-21 - Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy 

this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. Then said 

the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, 

and wilt thou rear it up in three days? But he spake of the 

temple of his body. 



Addendum to Christ’s Genealogy of the Messianic Line 

 

 

 

 



Addendum #2 – Prophecies Concerning the Death of Christ 

Christ in Daniel: The Seventy Sevens of Dan. 9:24-27 
24]Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, 

and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to 

anoint the most Holy. [25] Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build 

Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and 

the wall, even in troublous times. [26] And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the 

people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto 

the end of the war desolations are determined. [27] And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst 

of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations shall make it 

desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 

 

1. Context: first year of Darius = 539 B.C. Seventy year captivity coming to an end. 

 

2. Duration of the entire period (9:24): lit., seventy sevens.  Are they sevens of days or years?  Here they refer 

to years.  It is years because it refers to the violation of the sabbatical year (the 7th year) for 70 years.  

Therefore, 70 X 7 = 490.  This 490 year period will complete the restoration of the Jews and Jerusalem 

(Dan. 9:24). 

 

3. Starting Point of the Seventy Sevens: (“the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build 

Jerusalem…” [9:25]).  This would be a complete restoration of the city, not the decree under Cyrus to 

rebuild the temple (539 B.C.), since there was no complete restoration at this time.  Rather, the reference is 

to Artaxerxes’ decree to Nehemiah in 444 B.C. to rebuild the city (Neh 2:1-8-see esp. vs. 3,5).   The precise 

date of Artaxerxes’ decree is Nisan 444 B.C. (Neh. 2:1). 

 

4. End of the “seven sevens and sixty-two sevens” (Dan. 9:25).  The first period (seven sevens, 7 X 7 = 49) 

refers to the rebuilding of the city (the street and the wall would be built again); the total period (7 + 62 = 

69 X 7 = 483).  Dan. 9:25 – “unto the Messiah the Prince” – there would be a total of 483 years to the 

Messiah (1 Nisan 444 B.C. – 483 B.C. = 39 A.D. – which is at least in the ball park of Christ’s life, 

ministry, and death. 

 

5. Events that would happen after the 69th seven (Dan. 9:26) 

 1) Messiah will be cut off (killed).  This happened in A.D. 33 (or thereabouts). 

 2) Jerusalem and the sanctuary will be destroyed by the people of the coming prince.  History does  

show that Jerusalem was destroyed in A.D. 70 by the Romans by Antiochus Epiphanes.  However,  

this could refer to Antiochus or the future Antichrist. 

Note:  The fact that Scripture says Messiah is “cut off,” not in the seventieth week, but after the 69th, 

indicates that there is a gap between the 69th seven and the 70th seven, because the Messiah  is not cut off in 

either of those 2 weeks. 

 

6. Events that will happen in the 70th seven (Dan. 9:27) 

 1) Antichrist will confirm a covenant for one seven (1 X 7 = 7 years) 

 2. In the middle of the seven (3 ½ years), the Antichrist will break the covenant, cease the daily  

sacrifice, and offer the abomination of desolation.   

 

7. Calculation of date of end of 69 sevens, after which the Messiah is “cut off.” 

1) Length of year = 360 day, lunar year – we know it is 360 day year because the 3 ½ year in 9:27 in 

reference to the antichrist is also spoken of 1260 days or 42 months, which necessitates 360 day 

years. (42/12 = 3 ½) and (1260/ 360 – 3 ½), therefore the whole prophecy is based on 360 day 

year. 

2) 69 (weeks) X 7 (each day within a week = the number of years) X 360 (the number of days in a 

year) = 173,880 days or (dividing by 365.24219879) 476 years and 25 days.  476 years and 25 

days after Nisan 1, 444 B.C. (the starting point or March 5, 444 B.C.) is Nisan 10 A.D. 33 (March 

30, A.D. 33), or the Monday of the year Christ was crucified!!!  Christ was crucified on Passover, 

Friday Nisan 14 A.D. 33.  Go back 4 days to 10 Nisan and it is the triumphal entry of Jesus into 

Jerusaelm. 



THE INCARNATION OF CHRIST 
 

I. THE MEANING OF INCARNATION 

 

 A. The word “incarnation” does not appear in Scripture. 

 

 B. But the two words (“in” and “flesh”) do. 

 

 C. John wrote that the Word became flesh – Jn. 1:14 

 

 D. He also wrote of Jesus coming in the flesh – I Jn. 4:2 

 

E. By this he meant that the second Person of the Trinity took on Himself humanity. 

 

II. THE PREDICTIONS OF INCARNATION 

 

 A. Prediction of the God-Man (Isa. 9:6) 

 

1. Isaiah foretold the union of Deity and humanity in Christ – the hypostatic 

union 

 

2. Isaiah said a child would be born (Christ’s humanity) and that His 

character would be such that He could be called the “Mighty God.” 

 

 B. Prediction of the Virgin birth (Isa. 7:14) 

 

1. In this prophecy, Isaiah foretold the means of the Incarnation by a virgin 

birth. 

 

2. Matthew quotes this in Mt. 1:23 seeing Christ as the fulfillment of the 

prophecy. 

 

III. THE MEANS OF INCARNATION 

 

 A. The Evidence 

 

1. Mt. 1:16 And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born 

Jesus, who is called Christ.  

 

     Matthew gives the genealogy of Jesus and says that Joseph was the 

husband of Mary.  But it was by Mary only that Jesus was born. 

 

 The words “of whom” are in the feminine form, indicating that Jesus was 

not from Mary AND Joseph, but Mary only. 

 

2. Genealogies 



 

a. Matthew traces Jesus’ lineage through Joseph, 

 showing that Jesus was a son of David. 

 

b. Luke traces Jesus’ lineage through Mary, showing that Jesus was 

the son of God. 

 

 B. Implications of the Virgin Birth 

 

1. If Christ had been born of man and woman, He would have been born 

with the same sin nature as all humanity. 

 

2. Therefore, he would have had to die for His own sins – thus NOT the 

spotless Lamb. 

 

3. Believing in the Virgin Birth is not necessary for being saved, but denying 

it is proof of lack of salvation. 

 

IV. NAMES OF THE INCARNATION 

 

 A. Jesus – YHWH is salvation; YHWH saves 

 

  1. The Significance of the Name of Christ 

 

   a. Assertion of Humanity 

 

    1) It was His human name, given at his birth 

Luke 2:21 – And when eight days were accomplished for 

the circumcising of the child, his name was called JESUS, 

which was so named of the angel before he was conceived 

in the womb. 

 

2) It was a divinely determined name, revealed before His 

conception. 

 Luke 1:31 - And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, 

and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. 

 

3) It designated a historic person, as is confirmed by its 

geographical associations: “Jesus of Nazareth” and “Jesus 

of Galilee” 

 

   b. Assertion of Deity 

 

    1) In its announcement 

 



a) It was divinely given to designate Him as Savior 

from sin. 

 

 Matt. 1:21 - And she shall bring forth a son, and 

thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his 

people from their sins. 

 

b) It was divinely given to designate Him as Son of 

God 

 Luke 1:31-35 – 31: And, behold, thou shalt 

conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and 

shalt call his name JESUS.  

32: He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of 

the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him 

the throne of his father David:  

33: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for 

ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.  

34: Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this 

be, seeing I know not a man?  

35: And the angel answered and said unto her, The 

Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of 

the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also 

that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be 

called the Son of God. 

 

c) It was the means of effecting miracles 

 Luke 10:17 – And the seventy returned again with 

joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto 

us through thy name. 

 

    2) In its Apostolic Usage 

 

     a) The Savior 

 

      1] He is the Savior 

Acts 4:12 – Neither is there salvation in any 

other: for there is none other name under 

heaven given among men, whereby we must 

be saved. 

 

      2] His blood cleanses from sin 

Heb. 13:12 – Wherefore Jesus also, that he 

might sanctify the people with his own 

blood, suffered without the gate. 

 

      3] He is the pattern of salvation 



2 Cor. 4:14 –Knowing that he which raised 

up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by 

Jesus, and shall present us with you.  

  

I Thess. 4:14 - For if we believe that Jesus 

died and rose again, even so them also 

which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 

him. 

 

4] He is the one in whom the church is placed 

and blessed. 

 Eph. 2:13 – But now in Christ Jesus ye who 

sometimes were far off are made nigh by the 

blood of Christ. 

 

 B. Son of Joseph 

 

1. Luke 3:23 – And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being 

(as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli,  

 

Others called Jesus the “son of Joseph” because they supposed He was. 

 

Luke has made clear that Joseph was not the physical father (Lk 1:34-35), 

he can feel free to refer to Joseph as Jesus’ father in a customary, legal 

sense (adoption). 

 

2. Luke 4:22 – And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words 

which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph's son? 

 

3. Jn. 1:45 – Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, 

of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the 

son of Joseph 

 

4. Jn. 6:42 - And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and 

mother we know? how is it then that he saith, I came down from heaven? 

   

 C. Son of Mary  

 

1. Background – In the early centuries of the Church, the Church affirmed 

that Mary was theotokos, translated “Mother of God,” but literally 

meaning “God-bearer.”  At that time the Church did not hold the meaning 

that the Roman Church of the middle ages came to attach to this term.  In 

the middle ages, Mary was made into a cult in which she was seen as a co-

redempter.  Mary is viewed as sinless in her conception, as perpetually 

virgin, as having been taking up into heaven after dying, as the mediator 

between Jesus and man, and as the queen of heaven and earth. 



 

2. Scriptural Teaching 

 

 a. Jesus is called the Son of Mary 

 

Matt. 13:55 - Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother 

called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and 

Judas? 

 

Mark 6:3- Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of 

James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters 

here with us? And they were offended at him. 

 

 b. Mary was the physical mother of Jesus 

 

Luke 1:35 - And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy 

Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 

overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born 

of thee shall be called the Son of God. 

 

c. Mary was definitely singularly blessed, and deserves our 

admiration and respect, especially because of her humble 

submissive faith. 

 

 Lk. 1:28 - And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that 

art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among 

women. 

 Lk. 1:48 – For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: 

for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 

 

d. Mary was not perpetually virgin.  After the birth of Jesus she 

enjoyed intimate relations with her husband, Joseph 

 

 Matt. 1:25 - And knew her not till she had brought forth her 

firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS. 

 

e. Mary gave birth to other children. 

  

 Matt. 12:46 – While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother 

and his brethren stood without, desiring to speak with him. 

“brothers” does not mean cousins 

 

 Mark 6:3 – Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of 

James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters 

here with us? And they were offended at him.  

 



even adds “sisters,” which is never used of close relatives 

 

 D. Son of Man 

 

It was Jesus’ favorite term for Himself, and it was used almost exclusively by 

Him.  The title was rarely used after Jesus’ ascension, so it was not an invention 

by the later Church. 

 

  1. OT Usage 

 

a. The Messianic man comes from Heaven to reign with His saints 

over an Everlasting Kingdom.  

 

 Daniel 7:13-14 I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the 

Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the 

Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. [14] And 

there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 

people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is 

an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 

kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.  

 

Daniel 7:18 - But the saints of the most High shall take the 

kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and 

ever.  

 

Daniel 7:27 And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of 

the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people 

of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting 

kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.  

 

  2. NT Usage for Jesus 

 

   a. Jesus’ title for himself 

 

Luke 6:22 Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they 

shall separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and 

cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake.  

 

Matthew 16:13-16 -When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea 

Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I 

the Son of man am? [14] And they said, Some say that thou art 

John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the 

prophets. [15] He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 

[16] And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the 

Son of the living God.  

 



   b. Possessor of divine power to forgive and heal 

 

    Matt. 9:2-8 

 

   c. The Savior 

 

Luke 19:10  For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that 

which was lost.  

 

   d. The One who existed before his birth 

 

John 3:13 - And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that 

came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.  

 

e. The One who lived a human life, but with no permanent abode    

 

 Luke 7:34 The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye 

say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a friend of 

publicans and sinners!  

 

   f. The One who is the Lord of the Sabbath 

 

Mark 2:27-28 - And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for 

man, and not man for the sabbath: [28] Therefore the Son of man is 

Lord also of the sabbath.  

 

   g. The One who would die as a ransom 

 

    John. 3:14-16 

 

   h. The One who would be raised from the dead 

 

Matthew 17:9 - And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus 

charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of 

man be risen again from the dead.  

 

   i. The One who will return divine power and glory 

 

Matthew 24:44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as 

ye think not the Son of man cometh.  

  

   j. The One who will judge at His coming 

 

Luke 21:36 Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be 

accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, 

and to stand before the Son of man.  



 

       k. The one who will Rule the earth in divine glory 

 

Matthew 26:64 Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I 

say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the 

right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.  

 

Conclusion: The title, “Son of Man” designates Jesus as ideal man – what mand should 

have been.  But it also designates this man as divine.  This dual designation explains why 

this title could be applied to Him with respect to each stage of His existence – pre-

existence, earthly humiliation and death, triumphant resurrection, and future Messianic 

reign in Divine glory.  Perhaps this title is the most comprehensive of Jesus’ titles.     

 

V. THE CHILDHOOD OF CHRIST INCARNATE 

 

 A. Being a male in Israel 

 

  1. Were to be circumcised the eighth day –  

 

Leviticus 12:3 And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be 

circumcised.  

 

2. Were to be presented to the high priest at forty days old – Leviticus 12:4-7 

And she shall then continue in the blood of her purifying three and thirty 

days; she shall touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until 

the days of her purifying be fulfilled. [5] But if she bear a maid child, then 

she shall be unclean two weeks, as in her separation: and she shall 

continue in the blood of her purifying threescore and six days. [6] And 

when the days of her purifying are fulfilled, for a son, or for a daughter, 

she shall bring a lamb of the first year for a burnt offering, and a young 

pigeon, or a turtledove, for a sin offering, unto the door of the tabernacle 

of the congregation, unto the priest: [7] Who shall offer it before the Lord, 

and make an atonement for her; and she shall be cleansed from the issue of 

her blood. This is the law for her that hath born a male or a female.  

 

  3. Were to be confirmed at twelve years of age –  

 

Exodus 34:23 Thrice in the year shall all your men children appear before 

the Lord God, the God of Israel.  

 

Exodus 23:17 - Three times in the year all thy males shall appear before 

the Lord God.  

 

Note: This is also the time that male children began to be numbered at 

twelve years of age. 

 



4. In the case a male child was appointed to public service there was to be 

recognition and consecration when the appointed service began, but not 

until the man was at least thirty years of age  

 

Numbers 4:3 - From thirty years old and upward even until fifty years old, 

all that enter into the host, to do the work in the tabernacle of the 

congregation.  

 

 B. Christ’s Observance of these events 

 

  1. Was circumcised the eighth day  

 

  2. Was presented to the high priest at forty days 

 

  3. Was confirmed at the age of twelve 

 

  4. Was consecrated for service at the age of thirty  

 

VI. THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST INCARNATE 

 

 A. The Baptizer 

 

  1. John the Baptist was to baptize Christ 

 

   a. The man 

 

1) He is declared to be the last of the prophets of the old order 

 

 Matthew 11:13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied 

until John.  

 

2) He was the greatest of all born of woman 

 

 Matthew 11:11 - Verily I say unto you, Among them that 

are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John 

the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom 

of heaven is greater than he.  

 

3) He was a divinely appointed messenger  

 

 Isaiah 40:3-5 - The voice of him that crieth in the 

wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight 

in the desert a highway for our God. [4] Every valley shall 

be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: 

and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 

places plain: [5] And the glory of the Lord shall be 



revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of 

the Lord hath spoken it.  

 

 Malachi 3:1 - Behold, I will send my messenger, and he 

shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye 

seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the 

messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he 

shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.  

 

4) The fulfillment of the divinely appointed messenger 

 

 Luke 1:13-17 

 

 John 1:19-34 

 

   b. The Need 

 

1) The appointment as Jehovah’s messenger and forerunner is 

a responsibility far exceeding that committed to any other 

man. 

 

2) John was divinely delegated to “prepare the way of” 

Jehovah-Messiah  

 

 Mark 1:2  As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send 

my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way 

before thee.  

 

     Acts 19:4  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the 

baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they 

should believe on him which should come after him, that is, 

on Christ Jesus.  

 

3) His responsibility was to reveal to Israel the Messiah 

 

 *John 1:31 - And I knew him not: but that he should be 

made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with 

water.  

 

 John’s unique baptism of Christ served to designate the 

Messiah. 

 

4) Baptizing Christ was to “fulfill all righteousness.” 

 

 Matthew 3:13-15 - Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to 

Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. [14] But John 



forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and 

comest thou to me? [15] And Jesus answering said unto 

him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil 

all righteousness. Then he suffered him.  

 

B. The Need for Christ to be Baptized 

  

 Why did Christ need to baptized?  More specifically, what is meant by  

Savior’s admonition to be baptized by John to “fulfill all righteousness”? 

 

1. The Fact of Christ’s Baptism 

 

Matthew 3:16-17 - And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway 

out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw 

the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: [17] And 

lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 

well pleased.  

 

Matthew 17:5 - While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 

them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved 

Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.  

 

  2. Observations of Christ’s Baptism 

 

a. Three events, the baptism, the transfiguration, and the future 

seating of Christ on David’s throne are signalized by a divine voice 

from heaven. 

 

b. In all three events, the words “Hear ye him” are added, attesting to 

Christ’s prophetic ministry. 

 

c. Therefore, Christ’s baptism is related to his priestly office and the 

voice that spoke is the attestation of Christ’s appointment as a 

Priest. 

 

d. It is significant that when Christ came to be baptized it is declared, 

Luke 3:23 -  And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of 

age…” 

 

 Note: Remember, the male child who would enter the priesthood 

was not eligible to do so until he was thirty years of age (Num. 

4:3). 

 

e. Therefore, the need of Christ to be baptized had to do with His 

consecration to the priestly office. 

 



  3. Problems with Christ’s Baptism 

 

a. If Christ’s baptism was to consecrate him to a priestly office and 

“fulfill all righteousness,” is it a problem that Christ is of the line 

of Judah and not Levi?  

 

b. Solution 

 

 Hebrews 5-10 sets forth the truth that Christ is a Priest 

 

 Hebrews 7:14-17 - For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of 

Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood. 

[15] And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of 

Melchisedec there ariseth another priest, [16] Who is made, not 

after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an 

endless life. [17] For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after 

the order of Melchisedec.  

 

1) Christ’s priesthood was exceptional in character.  Not only 

did He arise out of Judah, but He follows the similitude of 

Melchizedek, who was not of Aaron’s line, nor was he of 

Israel at all. 

 

2) Since His priesthood was exceptional, it is reasonable to 

expect that the consecration will be exceptional. 

 

 Note: John the Baptist not only surpassed the high priest in 

divine appointment, but surpassed all OT prophets in 

authority and divine recognition. 

 

VII. THE TEMPATION OF CHRIST INCARNATE 

 

 A. The Meaning of the “Tempt” (peirazo) 

 

  1. Definition 

 

   a. Conveys the idea of a test or a making of trial 

 

   b. Two significations: 

 

    1) To test with a view of proving or developing virtue 

 

    2) To solicit in the way of evil. 

 

  2. Examples 

 



   a. To test with a view of proving or developing virtue 

 

    1) Abraham in the offering of Isaac – Gen. 22:12 

 

2) The Christian is to make trial of himself to learn whether he 

be in the faith – 2 Cor. 13:5 

 

   b. To solicit in the way of evil 

 

1) James 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into 

divers temptations;  

James 1:12 - Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: 

for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, 

which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.  

 

1 Cor. 10:13 -There hath no temptation taken you but such 

as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not 

suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will 

with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may 

be able to bear it.  

 

2) Cannot come from God, but must arise either with the 

individual’s fallen nature or Satan’s instigation – James 

1:13-14 

 

3) In light of (2), what about the Lord’s Prayers – “and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Matt. 6:13). 

 

 NOTE: Must be interpreted as meaning that the one who 

prays thus desires to be spared from testing, but if, in the 

wisdom of God, testing must be endured, that he desires to 

be delivered from the evil or unyieldedness and 

unfaithfulness. 

 

 B. God May Be Tested 

 

  1. Tempting of the Father 

 

Acts 15:10- Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the neck 

of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear?  

 

NOTE: To those who, perhaps in ignorance, teach that the Mosaic system 

is a rule of life for the believer already perfected in Christ, the warning 

which this Scripture advances should be effective.  There are no elements 

of piety in the act of imposing the Mosaic system upon the Church; rather 

it is a dangerous and awful provoking of God. 



 

  2. Tempting of the Spirit 

 

Acts 5:8-10 -And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the 

land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much. [9] Then Peter said 

unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the 

Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the 

door, and shall carry thee out. [10] Then fell she down straightway at his 

feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found her 

dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband.  

 

  3. Tempting of Christ 

 

   discussed in the following section 

 

 C. Christ was Tempted 

 

Intro:  Rooted in the historical debate of Jesus Christ’s hypostatic nature is the issue 

of His temptations.  At the core of the issue is the question:  Was Jesus as the God-

man actually capable of choosing to fall to temptation?  Could Jesus have sinned 

while on earth?  Could Christ be tempted as Adam was tempted and could Christ 

have sinned as Adam sinned? 

  

1. Defining Camps 

 

a. Peccability - The point of view that Christ could sin, but would 

not.   

 

b. Impeccability - The point of view that Christ could not sin. 

 

2. Initial Observations 

 

a. It is possible for an unfallen human being to sin – ex. Adam. 

 

b. It is agreed by all conservatives that Christ did not sin. 

 

c. It is clear in Scripture that the temptation came to Christ because of 

the fact that he possessed a human nature.  The testing which came 

to Christ were in the sphere of His humanity and not addressed 

directly to His Deity, not only is the truth asserted that He, being 

God, could not be solicited respecting things evil. (James 1:13) 

 

d. Christ had no sin nature; therefore, whatever temptation could 

come to Him would be from without and not from within a fallen 

nature.   

 



e. Therefore, Christ’s temptations were different from that of sinful 

man. 

 

f.  So what we have here is that on the one hand, Christ was tempted 

in all points except through that of a sin nature and, on the other 

hand, His divine nature could not be tempted because God cannot 

be tempted. 

 

  3. Initial Questions 

 

a. Were not Christ’s human traits exhibited freely?  In other words, 

was not Christ both omnipotent and impotent, omniscient and 

ignorant, infinite and finite, unlimited and limited.  Therefore 

could Christ be both impeccable and peccable? 

 

b. Can an impeccable person be tempted – in other words – Can such 

a person as Christ be tempted if He is impeccable? 

 

c. If there was no sin nature in Christ, is it true that the temptation is 

real? 

 

  4. The Temptations (Matt. 4:1- 

 

a. Christ was driven to the wilderness to be tested by Satan while he 

was “full of the Holy Ghost.” 

 

b. The grammatical construction sustains the thought that this testing 

continued unrelentingly over the entire forty days, though but three 

specific tests are recorded and these evidently occurred at the end. 

 

c. What is the real temptation?  Answer - Would the humanity of 

Christ yield to an appeal to act independently of God? 

 

d. The three temptations separately 

 

1) Test 1: The proposal to minister to His hunger by turning 

stone into bread struck at the very center of that which is 

distinctly human. 

 

 a) Man is dependent upon God – Ps. 145:16 

 

b) For Christ to employ his divine power in creation to 

gratify His own human need would have been to 

forsake the sphere of human limitations, which 

sphere was the will of God for him.  Men are cast 



upon God with no creative power by which to 

secure relief. 

 

2) Test 2: The kingdoms of this world would be given in 

exchange for the worship of Christ 

 

a) This involves the suggestion that the Son of God 

would worship a creature of His own hand. 

 

b) These kingdoms were to come from the Father’s 

hand in the end (Ps. 2:7-9; 1 Cor. 15:24-28; Rev. 

11:15; 19:16). 

 

3) Test 3: Was to then end that Christ, by useless exercise of 

divine power might do a thing for self-glory that was not 

included in the will of God for him. 

 

   e. Victory over temptations 

 

1) Before He even entered the world, He had an avowed 

attitude to do the will of Father 

 

 Hebrews 10:5-7 Wherefore when he cometh into the world, 

he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a 

body hast thou prepared me: [6] In burnt offerings and 

sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. [7] Then said I, 

Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) 

to do thy will, O God.  

 

2) Christ was victorious over all of these while remaining in 

the realm of human resources – He conquered as man 

conquered – By the Word of God. 

 

VIII. TRANSFIGURATION OF CHRIST INCARNATE 

 

 A. The Usage of “transfigure” (metamorfoomai) (metamorphomai) 

 

1. It is used but four times in the New Testament (Matt. 17:2; Mark 9:2; 

Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 3:18) 

 

2. Difference between “transfigure” and “transform” 

 

 a. “Transformed” 

 

  1) Satan is said to be transformed as an angel of light 

 



2 Cor. 11:13-14 For such are false apostles, deceitful 

workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of 

Christ. [14] And no marvel; for Satan himself is 

transformed into an angel of light.  

 

    2) A believer’s body will be changed  

 

Philip. 3:21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be 

fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the 

working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto 

himself.  

 

   b. “Transfigured” 

 

    1) Christ is transfigured  

 

Matthew 17:2 - And was transfigured before them: and his 

face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the 

light.  

 

Mark 9:2 And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, 

and James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high 

mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured 

before them.  

 

    2) Believers are transfigured 

 

Romans 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be 

ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 

prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 

God.  

 

2 Cor. 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a 

glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 

image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 

Lord.  

 

NOTE: It is evident that a thing is transformed by influences from 

without, while a thing is transfigured by the outshining of a light or vitality 

which is resident within.   

 

 B. The Importance of the Transfiguration 

 

1. Passages 

 



a. Synoptic Gospel Passages: Matt. 16:27-17:13; Mark 9:1-13; Luke 

9:27-36 

 

NOTE: It is significant, that this great event is reported only by the 

Synoptic Gospels – which to a large extent are concerned with the 

kingdom aspects of Christ’s ministry while here on earth. 

 

b. Epistolary Passage: 2 Pet. 1:16-18. 

 

NOTE: In these three added verses the divine interpretation is 

revealed.  

 

  2. Context 

  

a. It will be noted that each account of the transfiguration follows a 

declaration by Christ respecting His second advent. 

 

1) Mark 8:38 – “in the glory of his Father with the holy 

angels.” 

 

2) Matt. 16:27 – “in the glory of his Father with his angels.” 

 

3) Luke 9:26 – “in his own glory, and in his Father’s, and of 

the holy angels 

 

b. To a Jewish mind, the coming in glory was inevitably related to 

Dan. 7:13-14 

 

Daniel 7:13-14  I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the 

Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the 

Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. [14] And 

there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 

people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is 

an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 

kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.  

 

c. In the Synoptics, as in Daniel, that coming is to the earth with 

power and great glory. 

 

d. It is not related to heaven, but to that kingdom which is to be set up 

on the earth at the appearing of the Son of man. 

 

e. The transfiguration was a momentary enactment of that which 

shall constitute both the kingdom and its glory when it is set up on 

the earth. 

 



 C. The Reason 

 

  1. The Immediate Need 

 

a. Two important passages which contain prohibitions serve to 

express the immediate need of the transfiguration 

 

1) Matthew 16:20 Then charged he his disciples that they 

should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ.  

 

2) Matthew 17:9 And as they came down from the mountain, 

Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, until 

the Son of man be risen again from the dead.  

 

NOTE: These passages show that because of the execution of John 

the Baptist and the unwillingness of the people – especially the 

ruler – to receive the Messiah (Christ = Messiah), that the kingdom 

is no longer being offered; therefore the message of the Kingdom 

(that Christ is the Messiah) is concluded. 

 

b. Christ begins to transition from the kingdom message to the 

message of redemption by means of his death and resurrection 

(Matt. 16:20-21). 

 

c. In light of the postponement of the kingdom and the fact that the 

kingdom was the Jewish hope and was the only thought of the 

disciples (Mark 9:10; Acts 1:6-7), it was essential to verify the 

promise of the kingdom still remained by giving them assurance, 

which is precisely what the transfiguration accomplished. 

 

d. Apart from this demonstration, it would have been natural for the 

disciples to have concluded that God had broken His covenants 

with Israel and that their national hope was to be abandoned. 

 

 D. How the Tranfiguration Represented the Kingdom 

 

  1. Overall 

 

NOTE:  The transfiguration was a temporary display, an outward 

manifestation or revealing of the majesty and glory that belong to Jesus 

when He comes at the Second Advent in His Kingdom with His saints to 

reign over the nations. 

 

  2. Survey of Several Aspects 

 

a. 2 Pet. 1:16-18  



NOTE: Notice that he calls this transfiguration scene, “the coming 

of the Lord Jesus Christ,” – thus identifying it fully with Matt. 

16:27-28.  This is linking the transfiguration with the still future 

Advent as a revelation of the glory that shall be revealed. 

 

   b. First, Jesus changed in form 

 

Matthew – “His face did shine as the sun and His raiment was 

white as the light” 

 

Mark – “His raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow, so 

as no fuller on earth can white them”  

 

Luke – “the fashion of His countenance was altered, and His 

raiment was white and glistening” 

 

    Compare with Rev. 1:13-16 

 

   c. Second, we have two men 

 

Luke 9:30 And, behold, there talked with him two men, which 

were Moses and Elias:  

 

Two Parties: 

 

 1) Moses – represents the dead saints 

 

2) Elijah – represents the living saints translated, 

without experiencing the power of death. 

 

NOTE: they both have the same glorified body. 

 

NOTE: His appearance when Coming in His Kingdom has the 

saints glorified and also represented.  

 

Compare – 1 Cor. 15:51,52; 1 Thess. 4:15-17; 1 John 3:2; Phil. 

3:12; Col. 3:4 

 

d. Third, we have three persons, unglorified, mortal men living on 

earth, who see the glorified Christ and His glorified associates. 

 

 NOTE: Peter, James, and John were so delighted with the 

exceeding glory revealed, that Peter says, “Lord, it is good for us 

to be here.” 

 

 



IX. THE SUFFERING AND DEATH OF CHRIST INCARNATE 

 

 A. In Types 

 

  1. Aaron  

 

Exodus 28:1 And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with 

him, from among the children of Israel, that he may minister unto me in 

the priest's office, even Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, 

Aaron's sons.  

 

Leviticus 8:12 And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron's head, and 

anointed him, to sanctify him.  

 

NOTE: The Aaronic type of priest anticipated the offering Christ would 

make of Himself without spot to God.  In this aspect of typology Christ 

was both the Lamb sacrificed and the officiating Priest who executed the 

offering. 

 

John 10:17  Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my 

life, that I might take it again.  

 

  2. The Brazen Altar 

 

Exodus 27:1 And thou shalt make an altar of shittim wood, five cubits 

long, and five cubits broad; the altar shall be foursquare: and the height 

thereof shall be three cubits.  

 

NOTE: Since the OT sacrifice was offered upon the brazen altar, that altar 

became the type of anticipation of the cross upon which Christ died. 

 

  3. The Two Birds 

 

Leviticus 14:4 Then shall the priest command to take for him that is to be 

cleansed two birds alive and clean, and cedar wood, and scarlet, and 

hyssop:  

 

NOTE: One bird is slain, which represents Christ as in His sacrificial 

death; the other bird, dipped in the blood of the slain bird and released, 

represents Christ in resurrection taking His own blood into heaven on 

behalf of those for whom He died. 

 

Romans 4:25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again 

for our justification.  

 

  4. The Sacrificial Blood 



 

Leviticus 17:11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it 

to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the 

blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.  

 

NOTE: The value of the “life” is the measure of the value of the “blood.”  

This gives the blood of Christ its inconceivable value!  Every offering was 

an execution of the sentence of the law upon a substitute for the offender. 

 

  5. The Two Goats 

 

Leviticus 16:5 And he shall take of the congregation of the children of 

Israel two kids of the goats for a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt 

offering.  

 

NOTE: The blood of the slain goat was carried by the high priest into the 

holiest place, which typified Christ’s death and His presentation of His 

blood in heaven as the divinely provided remedy for the sins of the people.  

Upon the second goat hands were laid, which ceremony acknowledged the 

transfer of sin’s penalties to the substitute – serves as a symbol of the 

oblivion of sin. 

 
Romans 6:2-3 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? [3] 

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 

death?  

 

1 Cor. 15:3-4 For I delivered unto you first of all that 

which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins 

according to the scriptures; [4] And that he was buried, 

and that he rose again the third day according to the 

scriptures:  

 

  6. The Lamb 

Isaiah 53:7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 

mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 

shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.  

 

John 1:29  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, 

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.  

 

NOTE: This is the most employed type used by the Holy Spirit throughout 

the Word of God. 

 

  7. The Passover 

 



Exodus 12:11 And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes 

on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is 

the Lord's passover.  

 

NOTE: the Lamb must be without spot, it must be tested with respect to 

fitness, its blood must be shed, and the shed blood must be applied. 

 

 B. In Prophey 

 

  See Pre-incarnate ministry of Christ (Ps. 22; Isa 52:13-53:12) 

 

 C. In the Synoptics 

 

  See Addendum – The Trials of Jesus’ Crucifixion 

 

NOTE: The Synoptics concern themselves primarily with the historicity of the 

events of Christ’s crucifixion. 

 

 D. In John’s Writings 

 

  1. The Gospel – seven momentous passages 

   

a. John 1:29 - The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and 

saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 

world. 

 

 NOTE: What does taking away the sins of the world mean?  The 

sins of the world are taken away in the sense that by Christ’s 

accomplishment in His death every hindrance is removed which 

restrained God from saving even the chief of sinners.  However, it 

has pleased Him to require personal acceptance of this Savior.  

Therefore, even though Christ ahs completed so perfect a basis for 

salvation, men are not saved thereby except they believe.  

 

b. John 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 

even so must the Son of man be lifted up:  

 

 NOTE: The serpent serves as a symbol of sin and brass speaks of 

judgment.  The pole on which the serpent was lifted up is a symbol 

of the cross whereon Christ was made to be sin.  It is also noted 

that as those bitten in the wilderness had but to look at the serpent 

on the pole to live, the essential NT theme of faith alone is clear. 

 

c. John 6:51  I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if 

any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that 

I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.  



 

 NOTE: Those who receive Christ to them He becomes life 

everlasting.  The central teaching of this figure is that His flesh 

must be sacrificed and His blood shed, to the end that He may 

become that spiritual nourishment which is eternal life. 

 

d. John 10:10-11The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and 

to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might 

have it more abundantly. [11] I am the good shepherd: the good 

shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.  

 

 NOTE:  Christ indicates that the release of His own life will 

provide life eternal for those who become His through faith. 

 

e. John 11:49-52  And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high 

priest that same year, said unto them, Ye know nothing at all, [50] 

Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for 

the people, and that the whole nation perish not. [51] And this 

spake he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he 

prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation; [52] And not for 

that nation only, but that also he should gather together in one the 

children of God that were scattered abroad.  

 

 NOTE: This context discloses the fact that Caiaphas did not 

originate his utterance, but was rather the mouthpiece of God.  The 

statement that one man should die for his people is a reference to 

Isa 53:8 – “for the transgress of my people was he stricken,” 

 

f. John 12:24 - Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat 

fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it 

bringeth forth much fruit.  

  

 NOTE: It is through death that life is multiplied (1 Cor. 15:36).  

That the principle applies to men is declared by Christ when He 

went on to say, “He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that 

hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal (John 

12:25) 

 

g. John 15:13  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 

down his life for his friends.  

 

 NOTE: Not only anticipates His death, but discloses the truth 

regarding His own devotion to each one who is included in His 

sacrifice, especially those who would believe on Him.  His death 

though immeasurable in its achievement, it has a close personal 

character. 



 

 

 A. Evidences for the Resurrection of Christ 

 

  1. The Resurrection Appearances: An Overwhelming Historic Proof 

 

a. The First appearance: to Mary Magdalene as she mistook Him for 

the gardener but immediately recognized Him when He spoke to 

her – John 20:11-17; Mark 16:9-11). 

 

b. The Second appearance: to other women who were also returning 

to the tomb and saw Christ on the way (Matt. 28:9-10). 

 

c. The Third appearance: to Peter in the afternoon (Luke 24:34; 1 

Cor. 15:5). 

 

d. The Fourth appearance: to the disciples as they walked on the road 

of Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35). 

 

e. The Fifth appearance: to the ten disciples (Mark 16:14; Luke 

24:36-43; John 19:19-23) – Thomas was absent and Judas had 

denied Christ and the group and possibly already dead. 

 

f. The Sixth appearance: to the eleven disciples – 1 week later with 

Thomas present (John 20:26-29) 

 

g. The Seventh appearance: to the seven disciples by the Sea of 

Galilee (John 21:1-23).  On this occasion He talked significantly to 

Simon Peter. 

 

h. The Eight appearance: to the five hundred and cited by Paul as a 

proof for resurrection (1 Cor. 15:6) 

 

i. The Ninth appearance: to James the Lord’s brother (1 Cor. 15:7).  

James is not a believer prior to the resurrection (Jn. 7:3-5), but 

immediately after the resurrection he is numbered among the 

believers (Acts 1:14; Gal. 1:19). 

 

j. The Tenth appearance: to the eleven disciples on the mountain of 

Galilee.  On this occasion He gave them Great Commission to 

preach the gospel (Matt. 28:16-20). 

 

k. The Eleventh appearance: to the disciples at the time of His 

ascension from the Mount of Olives (Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:3-9). 

 



l. The Twelfth appearance: to Stephen just prior to his martyrdom 

(Acts 7:55-56) 

 

m. The Thirteenth appearance: to Paul on the road to Damascus (Acts 

9:3-6; Acts 22:6-11; 26:13-18). 

 

n. The Fourteenth appearance: to Paul in Arabia (Acts 20:24; 26:17; 

Gal. 1:12-17). 

 

o. The Fifteenth appearance: to Paul in the temple when Paul was 

warned concerning the persecution which was to come (Acts 

22:17-21; Gal. 1:18) 

 

p. The Sixteenth appearance: to Paul while in prison in Caesarea. 

 

q. The Seventeenth appearance: to John at the beginning of the 

revelation given to him (Rev. 1:12-20). 

 

  2. The Empty Tomb as a Witness to the Resurrection of Christ 

 

a. It has been suggested that he disciples may have chanced upon the 

wrong tomb.   

 

NOTE: This, however, is refuted not only by the presence of the 

angels, but by the Roman guard who certainly would not have been 

guarding the wrong tomb.  

 

b. The soldiers themselves made the suggestion that someone had 

stolen the body while they slept.   

 

 NOTE: If this had been the case, the guard would have been 

executed.  Instead, Matthew tells us that they were given money to 

spread the false story that someone had stolen the body. 

 

c. The complete lack of evidence for any alternative leaves the 

account of the resurrection of Christ the only plausible explanation. 

 

 NOTE: There would have been no motive on the part of disciples 

to steal the body. 

 

 NOTE: If the enemies of Christ had taken the body it would have 

been to their interest to have produced it when the accounts of the 

resurrection began to be circulated.  In addition, there is no 

evidence, however, that the enemies of Christ made any effort to 

try to find the supposedly stolen the body of Christ. 

 



  3. The Dramatic Change in the Disciples After the Resurrection 

 

a. Scripture indicates that the disciples before the resurrection  were 

utterly disheartened, were meeting in fear in obscure places and 

were dismayed at the death of Christ. 

 

b. Once they were convinced, the disciples were joyous and fearless 

as illustrated by the case of Peter. 

 

 B. The Resurrection Body 

 

1. The Resurrection Body of Christ Identified with the Body Laid in the 

Tomb. 

 

a. The nailprints in His hands and feet were retained in the 

resurrection body of Christ (Ps. 22:16; Zech. 12:10; John 20:25-

29). 

 

b. According to John 20:25-29, the resurrection body also retains the 

wound which was inflicted in His side on the cross. 

 

c. In His various appearances after His resurrection, Christ was 

readily recognized by His disciples as the same Person who died 

and rose again. 

 

 NOTE: Mary identified Him as her Lord by His voice (Jn. 20:16).  

The men and women who knew most about Him believed most 

respecting Christ’s resurrection. 

 

d. In Christ’s appearance to His disciples in the upper room, He 

deliberately ate food to prove to them that He was not just a spirit 

and had actually risen from the grave (Lk. 24:36-43). 

 

e. The resurrection body of Christ had a material nature which could 

be felt (Matt. 28:9). 

 

f. Christ specifically states of His resurrection body that it possessed 

flesh and bone (Luke 24:39-40). 

 

  2. The Resurrection Body of Christ Changed 

 

a. The resurrection body of Christ was characterized as having flesh 

and bones, but He did not seem to be restricted by physical 

barriers. (Luke 24:36; John 20:19) 

 



b. Christ was able to appear and disappear at will after His 

resurrection (Luke 24:15; John 20:19). 

 

C. Doctrinal Significance of the Resurrection 

 

  1. Christ’s resurrection insures our regeneration 

 

a. I Pet. 1:3-5 – God has given us new birth to a living hope by the 

resurrection of Christ. 

 

   b. In His resurrection, Jesus earned for us a new life  

 

   c. *Eph. 2:5-6 –  

 

1) When God raised Christ from the dead, God thought of us 

as being “with Christ,” even though at that point we were 

dead in sin. 

 

2) And He showed His grace by raising us up together. 

 

  2. Christ’s resurrection insures our justification 

 

   a. *Rom. 4:25 – Who was delivered for our offences, and was  

raised for our justification. 

 

   b. When Christ was raised from the dead, it was God’s  

declaration of approval of Christ’s work of redemption. 

 

   c. By raising Christ from the dead, God was saying that he  

approved of Christ’s work of suffering and dying for our sins. 

 

d. There was no penalty left to pay for sin, no more wrath of God, 

Christ’s work is done. 

 

e. Just as Christ was a public person with a public ministry and public 

death, so justice requires Christ be rewarded with His exaltation in 

a public manner. 

 

f. His resurrection was not only God’s seal of approval on Him, but 

also God’s approval of us. 

 

g. When God said the penalty is paid to Christ, he was also saying 

that anyone who trusted in Christ would not be guilty but 

righteous.  

 



h. Rom. 8:34 – no one can condemn us, because Christ died, yea 

rather, HE IS RISEN and makes intercession at the right hand of 

God. 

 

3. Christ’s resurrection insures that we will receive perfect resurrection 

bodies. 

 

   a. *I Cor. 15:12-58 

 

b. Christ’s resurrection symbolized what was destined to happen to 

the members of Christ. 

 

c. If we are not resurrected after we die, then Christ is not raised from 

the dead either – vs. 12-13 

 

d. If Christ is not risen, then our faith and preaching is in vain – vs. 

14. 

 

e. Our faith and preaching would be in vain because we would still be 

with and in our sins if Christ did not raise from the dead, because 

remember Christ resurrection is symbol of God’s satisfaction of 

His atonement for sin – vs. 17 

 

f. But rather Christ is the “first fruits” of them that are dead – as 

everyone that trust in Him will be like His fruit – RISEN! – vs. 20 

 

g. Our resurrection bodies will be different then that what was sown 

in the ground – vs. 37 

 

 D. Reasons for the Resurrection of Christ 

 

  1. Christ arose because of who He is  

 

Acts 2:24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: 

because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.  

 

   a. He must arise because He is Lord 

 

    1) The title Lord, usually regarded as a declaration of His 

deity and authority over all creation, is based on the 

assumption that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

     

    2) The supreme proof of His deity is the solid fact of His 

resurrection - Acts 2:29-36  

 



     vs 36 - Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, 

that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have 

crucified, both Lord and Christ.  

 

    3) Paul stated that Christ was “declared to be the Son of God 

with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 

resurrection from the dead:” (Rom. 1:4). 

 

   b He must arise because He is Christ 

 

    1) The specific relationship of resurrection to His Messianic 

character is revealed in His conversation with Martha in 

John 11:25-27 

 

     John 11:25-27  Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, 

and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, 

yet shall he live: [26] And whosoever liveth and believeth 

in me shall never die. Believest thou this? [27] She saith 

unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the 

Son of God, which should come into the world.  

 

        2) If Christ did not raise from the dead, it is evident that His 

claim to Messiahship would have been destroyed. 

 

   c. He must arise because He is Jesus 

 

    1) He was given this name because He would “save his people 

from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). 

 

    2) It is the uniform presentation of Scripture that His 

resurrection is a necessary counterpart to His work in death, 

and apart from His resurrection His death would have 

become meaningless. 

 

     Romans 5:10 For if, when we were enemies, we were 

reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, 

being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.  

 

     Romans 8:34  Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that 

died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right 

hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.  

 

     Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 

Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 

raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  

 



     Hebrews 5:7  Who in the days of his flesh, when he had 

offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and 

tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and 

was heard in that he feared;  

 

  2. Christ arose that He might fulfill the Davidic covenant 

 

a. The Davidic covenant (2 Sam 7) promised with an oath of Jehovah 

that out of the fruit of David’s loins, according to the flesh, God 

would raise up Christ to sit on David’s throne. 

    *Acts 2:30 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had 

sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according 

to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne;  

 

   b. The Davidic covenant is not a spiritual reign, but a literal earthly 

throne and kingdom.  If His kingdom was a spiritual kingdom, then 

why did Jesus need to be born of the line of David, Jesus could 

have been born of no particular human line. 

 

   c. It is now asserted that He arose because of God’s oath to David, 

lest that be violated.   

 

   d. Christ’s continuance on the throne forever after His death, in 

fulfillment of the plan of God that He should reign over all nations 

as well as the nation of Israel (Ps. 2:8-9), would have been 

impossible if He had not been raised from the dead. 

 

  3. Christ arose that He might become the source of resurrection life 

 

a. John 11:25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: 

he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:  

 

b. The life that is imparted is the life of Christ in resurrection. 

 

c. It is this truth that the Christian is said to be already raised from the 

dead (Col. 3:1-4). 

 

d. In fact the believer is now blessed with all the values of 

cocrucifixion, codeath, coburial, and coresurrection with Christ 

(Rom. 6). 

 

e. In the most actual sense the child of God has been raised up and 

seated with Christ in heavenly places (Eph. 2:6) 

4. Christ arose that He might become the source of resurrection power 

 

 a. After His resurrection Christ said to His disciples 



  

Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All 

power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  

 

b. It is His power to “us-ward” who believe, that is measured only by 

the exceeding greatness of God’s power which was wrought in 

Christ when He raised Him from the dead  

 

 Ephes. 1:19-21   And what is the exceeding greatness of his power 

to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty 

power, [20] Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from 

the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 

[21] Far above all principality, and power, and might, and 

dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, 

but also in that which is to come:  

 

5. Christ arose to be Head over all things to the Church 

 

a. Ephes. 1:20-23 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him 

from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly 

places, [21] Far above all principality, and power, and might, and 

dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, 

but also in that which is to come: [22] And hath put all things 

under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the 

church, [23] Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in 

all.  

 

b. Ephes. 4:15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him 

in all things, which is the head, even Christ:  

 

c. Col. 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might 

have the preeminence.  

 

d. Christ is the authoritative head because all things have been placed 

under his feet 

 

e. All that enter into the true invisible Church is established on 

resurrection ground and is derived directly from the resurrected 

Christ. 

 

6. Christ arose on account of justification 

 

a. Romans 4:25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised 

again for our justification.  

 



b. Justification is made possible both by the death Christ and by His 

resurrection. 

 

c. Since imputed righteousness is credited to the believer on the sole 

basis of His union to the resurrected Christ, the believer’s 

justification does rest on the resurrection of the Lord. 

 

7. Christ arose to be the First-Fruits. 

 

a. 1 Cor. 15:20-23 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 

the firstfruits of them that slept. [21] For since by man came death, 

by man came also the resurrection of the dead. [22] For as in Adam 

all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. [23] But every 

man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are 

Christ's at his coming.  

 

b. He is the first to be raised from the dead in anticipation of the 

future resurrection of all believers. 

 

c. The resurrection of Christ, therefore, is the historical proof 

substantiating the hope of the believer that he too will be raised 

from the dead - Philip. 3:20-21 - For our conversation is in heaven; 

from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 

[21] Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like 

unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is 

able even to subdue all things unto himself.  

 

IV.  Ethical Significance of the Resurrection 

 

 A. Application to focus on our future heavenly reward 

 

  1. Paul sees the resurrection as a time when all the struggles of  

life will be repaid. 

 

  2. Paul says in I Cor. 15:19 – that if Christ is not risen from the  

dead then, “we are of all men most miserable or to be pitied.” 

 

  3. I Cor. 15:30 – Paul asks if Christ is not raised, “Why stand we  

in jeopardy every hour?  Why do I keep the fight if I am not going to be 

raised and rewarded? 

 

4. Col. 3:1-4- “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are 

above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.” 

 

 “If” really means “Since” 

 



 Before the word “seek” there is an implied “Then” 

  

 “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.” 

 

 *WHERE CHRIST IS AT DETERMINES WHERE ARE AFFECTIONS 

ARE TO BE! 

 

 Why? 

 

 Answer vs. 3 -  

 

 When He returns how will he find you? 

 

B. Application to be in the Lord’s service 

 

I Cor. 15:58 – Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 

always abounding in the work of the Lord forasmuch as ye know that your labour 

is not in vain in the Lord. 

 

  After a long discourse about the resurrection, Paul says, “Therefore.” 

 

  Implying after all that we have learned, we should not do this. 

 

  Learning about Christ’s and your resurrection should make you do  

this:  BE ABOUT THE LORD’S WORK. 

 

“Abounding” – doing over the requirements. 

 

POWER QUOTE: ONLY ONE LIFE WILL SOON BE PAST, ONLY  

WHAT IS DONE FOR CHRIST WILL LAST. 

 

Whatever you suffer for Christ sake, whatever labour you put in, will not be put to 

waste, because we will be resurrected and each man must give an account for 

every word and how he built upon the foundation of Christ – I Cor. 3:9-15 

 

C. Application to stop yielding to sin  

 

 There is much powerful application in the resurrection to our  

Christina lives, especially because it has implications for our ability to live the 

Christian life. 

 

Eph. 1:17-23 is a three-fold prayer Paul has the Christians in Ephesus 

 

 1) May have the spirit of wisdom and understanding in the  

knowledge of Him. 

 



   2) So that you may know what is the hope of His calling  

and the riches of His glory 

 

   3) And that we would know the exceeding greatness of His  

power that works in us. 

 

Paul connects the spiritual power at work within us as the same power that was 

used in raising Christ from the dead. 

 

What is the significance of this three-fold prayer of Paul’s? 

 

 

Consider Rom. 6 

 

 

Vs. 4 – We are buried with Him in His death to be raised and walk in newness of 

life to the glory of God. 

 

Vs. 6-10 – After dying to sin, there is only living for God 

 

Vs. 11 – Our application – Reckon, Count, Put it in the bank, it is there, that you 

are dead to sin, but alive unto God through Christ. 

 

It is the application of the resurrection that we should stop yielding to sin in our 

lives. 

 

Paul tells us to consider ourselves “dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus” 

by virtue of the resurrection of Christ and his resurrection power within us. 

 

The fact that we have this new resurrection power over the domination of sin in 

our lives is used by Paul to encourage us to not sin any more. 

 

 

According to Phil. 3:10-14, What should be our goal? 

 

The grave is empty.  The believers have met together in a closed room, 

because of their fear of the Jews.  Suddenly someone stands amongst 

them.  Who is this?  It is CHRIST!  He has even triumphed over 

death, and the grave.  He can look at death, and the grave, and so can 

we say, “Oh death, where is thy sting? Oh grave, where is thy victory? 

… Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ – I Cor. 15:55,57 

 

On the other hand, is there anything more terrible, more appalling than not to 

belong to him?  Of the tragedy of men and women who belong to the world, and 

not to Christ and His kingdom.   



 

Is this true of you –you who live for the world, and whose hearts are enthralled by 

it, and delight in it, and who apologise for your Christianity; you whose hearts is 

with the world, and not with this Christ? 

 

Do you know that if you die without Christ, you will be trampled under his feet, 

as grapes in a winepress, and destroyed from the glory of his presence, and the 

enjoyment of his blessed company? 

 

Believers, this is the fate of all unbelievers.  Does this not press upon your heart, 

and mind, and spirit?  Do you not pray for them? 

 

XI. THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST INCARNATE 

 

Intro: Why is the ascension of Christ important? 

It is the second step in the exaltation of Christ beginning at His resurrection, and on the other 

hand, because it begins His present work. 

 A. The Departure From Earth 

 

  1. Three Passages of Scripture record this historic event 

 

   a. Mark 16:19-20 - So then after the Lord had spoken unto 

them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right 

hand of God. [20] And they went forth, and preached every 

where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 

word with signs following. Amen.  

 

   b. Luke 24:50-53 - And he led them out as far as to Bethany, 

and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. [51] And it 

came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from 

them, and carried up into heaven. [52] And they 

worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 

[53] And were continually in the temple, praising and 

blessing God. Amen.  

 

   c. Acts 1:6-12 When they therefore were come together, they 

asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore 

again the kingdom to Israel? [7] And he said unto them, It 

is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the 

Father hath put in his own power. [8] But ye shall receive 

power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye 

shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the 

earth. [9] And when he had spoken these things, while they 

beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of 

their sight. [10] And while they looked stedfastly toward 



heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in 

white apparel; [11] Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, 

why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, 

which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in 

like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. [12] Then 

returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 

which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey.  

 

    1) In vs. 9, “taken up” is epairo, which is  

   commonly used to indicate something which is 

lifted up, like hoisting a sail – Acts 27:40 

 

   2) In vs. 9, “a cloud received him out of their  

  sight” – were “received up” is from hyperlambano, 

literally here “took under him.”  He seemed to be 

supported by the cloud.  There seems to be some 

significance in the fact that clouds are mentioned 

not only in connection with the ascension of Christ, 

but also in relation to His return in power and glory 

to the earth. 

 

3) In vs. 10, poreuomenou, translates, “as he went.”  It 

is a common word meaning to pursue a journey 

which would lead to the conclusion that the 

ascension is regarded as a departure from earth and 

also a journey to heaven. 

 

4) In vs. 11, analemphtheis, translates, “Received up” 

can be used in the sense of being taken aboard a 

ship.  This is a climatic concept, the resultant action 

(being received up in heaven) springs from the 

preceding event (the ascension). 

 

5) In conclusion, the four words teach the whole 

concept of the ascension.  The first word, epairo in 

Acts 1:9, in the passive form in which it is used, 

makes clear that the ascension is upward and that 

the Father is taking His Son to heaven.  The second 

word hypelambano indicates that once Christ was 

in the atmospheric heaven He was received by 

clouds.  The third word connotes that the ascension 

was a journey, not merely a disappearance or a 

change of state, but an actual transmission from 

earth to heaven.  The fourth word, analemphtheis 

concludes the picture by indicating that Christ was 



received into heaven as the destination of His 

journey. 

 

 B. The Arrival of Christ in Heaven 

 

  1. His ascension was no penetration into unexplored regions. 

 

2. It was a going home in triumph, and helpless indeed is the human 

imagination to picture that welcome, that reunion, and that heavenly 

ecstasy. 

 

3. The Beloved was returning who was ever the Father’s delight; but how 

much more is He welcome at the end of so great an achievement in which 

all of the Father’s desires are realized and the Son’s perfect obedience is 

actualized 

 

4. Its characteristics 

 

 a. It was gradual 

 

 b. It was visible 

 

 c. It was bodily 

 

 d. It was received with clouds 

 NOTE: It is of great significance to note these details because when Christ 

returns to the earth to establish His kingdom, His second advent will have 

all of these same characteristics. 

 

C. Importance of the Ascension 

 

1. It marked the conclusion of His earthly ministry and brought in the series 

of events which had begun with His incarnation, including His sacrificial 

work on the cross but His prophetic ministry and miracles accomplished 

by His bodily presence. 

 

2. It marked the end of his self-limitation.  To some extent he had a limited 

manifestation of His glory.  It was more than simply a return to pre-

incarnate glory of Deity, but also was a glorification of humanity. 

 

3. In that Christ entered heaven bodily as the first resurrected Man to enter 

heaven, He is the Forerunner of all believers who will follow. 
 

 

 

 

 



THE PERSON OF CHRIST INCARNATE 

 

Intro:  The statement of the person of Christ incarnate formulated at the council at Chalcedon 

(A.D. 451): 

 
Therefore, following the holy fathers, we all with one accord teach men to acknowledge one and the same Son, our 

Lord Jesus Christ, at once complete in Godhead and complete in manhood, truly God and truly man, consisting also 

of a reasonable soul and body; of one substance with the Father as regards His Godhead, and at the same time of one 

substance with us as regards His manhood; like us in all respects apart from sin; as regards His Godhead, begotten of 

the Father before the ages, but yet as regards His manhood begotten, for us men and for our salvation, of Mary the 

virgin, the god-bearer; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-Begotten, recognized in two natures, without 

confusion, without change, without division, without separation; the distinction of natures being in no way annulled 

by the union, but rather the characteristics of each nature being preserved and coming together to form one Person 

and subsistence, not as parted or separated into two Persons, but one and the same Son and only-begotten God the 

Word, Lord Jesus Christ; even as the prophets from earliest times spoke of Him, and our Lord Jesus Christ Himself 

taught us, and the creed of the fathers has been handed down to us.” 

 

Basically that means: 

 

1) Christ is full Deity – there is nothing lacking in or of any attribute of God. 

 

2) Christ is perfect humanity – “perfect” rather than “full” in order to emphasize His 

sinlessness. 

 

3) Christ is one person – not two 

 

4) Christ is human forever – He continues to have a body, though resurrected,  

 

 Acts 1:11 - Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this 

same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 

have seen him go into heaven. 

 

 Rev. 5:6 - And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in 

the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven 

eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 

 

Proposition:  Today we are going to look at the two aspects of Christ’s incarnation, His deity and 

humanity and how they fit together. 

 

I. THE FULL DEITY OF CHRIST INCARNATE 

 

 A. He possess attributes which only God has 

 

  1. Eternality  

    

   He is the Alpha and the Omega, living in all tenses 

 

   Rev. 1:8 - I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending,  



   saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the  

   Almighty. 

 

   He is the “I Am” Jn. 8:58 - Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I  

   say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. 

 

   *17:5 - And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self  

   with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. 

 

  2. Omnipresent  

 

   He is with and in the midst of His people 

    Mt. 18:20 - For where two or three are gathered together in  

    my name, there am I in the midst of them. 

    28:20 - Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I  

    have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even  

    unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 

   He is in heaven while He was on earth 

    Jn. 3:13 - And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he  

    that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is  

    in heaven. 

 

  3. Omniscient  

 

   He could see things without being present 

    Jn. 1:48 - Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou  

    me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Before that Philip  

    called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. 

 

   He knew the times appointed for Him 

    Jn. 13:1 - Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus  

    knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of  

    this world unto the Father, having loved his own which  

    were in the world, he loved them unto the end. 

    Jn. 16:16 - A little while, and ye shall not see me: and  

    again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the  

    Father. 

    Jn. 18:4 - Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should  

    come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom  

    seek ye? 

 

   He knew what people were thinking 

    Lk. 6:8 - But he knew their thoughts, and said to the man  

    which had the withered hand, Rise up, and stand forth in  

    the midst. And he arose and stood forth. 



    *Jn. 4:6-39 

 

  4. Omnipotence  

 

   He showed Divine power over the sea 

    Matt. 8:26-27 - And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful,  

    O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the winds  

    and the sea; and there was a great calm.  

    But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is  

    this, that even the winds and the sea obey him! 

 

    Matt. 14:24-25 - But the ship was now in the midst of the  

    sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary.  

    And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them,  

    walking on the sea. 

 

   He had Divine power to create 

    Jn. 2:1-10 – He changed water into wine 

    Matt. 14:27-21 – He multiplied loaves and fishes 

 

   He showed Divine power over life and death    

    Jn. 11:38-44 – raising Lazarus from the dead. 

    Jn. 10:17-18 – raising his own body 

 

  5. Immutability  

 

   He is the same in all phases of time 

    Heb. 13:8 – Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day,  

    and for ever. 

 

   He never ages, perishes, or ends, but remains the same 

    Heb. 1:10-12 - And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid  

    the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works  

    of thine hands: They shall perish; but thou remainest; and  

    they all shall wax old as doth a garment;  

    And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be  

    changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail. 

 

 B. He performs works which only God can do 

 

  1. Creation 

 

   Jn. 1:3 - All things were made by him; and without him was not  

   any thing made that was made. 

 

  2. Providence 



   a. He sustains the bonds and processes of nature 

    Col. 1:17 -And he is before all things, and by him all things  

    consist 

 

   b. He has been given all things to care for 

    Jn. 3:35 - The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all  

    things into his hand. 

 

  3. Forgiveness – He forgives sins eternally.  Men may do  

   that temporarily, but Christ gives eternal forgiveness.  

– Mk. 2:1-12 

 

  4. Judgment 

 

   a. All judgment has been committed to Him 

    Jn. 5:22 - For the Father judgeth no man, but hath  

    committed all judgment unto the Son: 

 

   b. he is the Judge of the Church 

    2 Cor. 5:10 - For we must all appear before the judgment  

    seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done  

    in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be  

    good or bad. 

 

   c. He will judge at the Second Advent and in the Final  

    Judgment 

    Matt. 25:31-32 - When the Son of man shall come in his  

    glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit  

    upon the throne of his glory: And before him shall be  

    gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from  

    another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 

    2 Tim. 4:1 - I charge thee therefore before God, and the  

    Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead  

    at his appearing and his kingdom; 

 

  5. Resurrection –  

 

   a. Jesus’ voice raises the dead  

    Jn. 11:43 - And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a  

    loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 

   

   b. Jesus will transform our bodies 

    Phil. 3:21- Who shall change our vile body, that it may be  

    fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the  

    working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto  

    himself 



 

 C. He claimed to be God 

 

  1. The strongest claim that Jesus made was that, “I and  

   my Father are one.” – Jn. 10:30 

 

  2. This means that they were in perfect unity in natures  

   and actions. 

 

  3. We see that the people of that time understood what  

   he said as they picked up stones to stone him for  

   blasphemy. 

 

 D. Heresies confronting the Deity of Christ 

 

  1. Ebionites/Ebionism 

 

   a. These were primarily legalistic people trying to  

    Judaize Christianity. 

 

   b. What they taught 

 

    1) They taught that all true Christians had  

     to follow the O.T. laws of obedience. 

 

     a) Gentile Christians males need to be  

      circumcised. 

 

     b) Follow the Sabbath 

 

     c) Feast and Dietary laws as well. 

 

     d) basically Salvation by grace, but  

      follow O.T. laws. 

    

    2) Jesus Christ was not the “Eternal Son of  

     God” but rather ADOPTED as Son. 

 

     a) Considered Jesus to be the natural  

      son of Joseph and Mary. 

 

     b) Christ was elected to be Son of God  

      at His baptism when He was united  

II. The Perfect Humanity of Christ 

 

 A. Jesus: Fully Human by Biblical Necessity 



 

  1. For Representative Obedience 

 

   a. Rom. 5:12-19 –  

 

   b. I Cor. 15:45, 47 - And so it is written, The first man Adam  

    was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a  

    quickening spirit. 47 The first man is of the earth, earthy:  

    the second man is the Lord from heaven. 

  

   c. Jesus is the “last Adam,” the representative head of a new  

    humanity.  Part of establishing this representative headship  

    was His being tempted by Satan just as Adam was, but  

    victoriously resisting the temptations (Matt. 4:1-11) 

 

  2. To be a Substitute Sacrifice 

 

   a. Heb. 2:16-17 – For verily he took not on him the nature of  

    angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. 17:  

    Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto  

    his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high  

    priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation  

    for the sins of the people. 

 

   b. To truly represent man in dying as man’s substitute Jesus  

    had to be a man.  Only man was under the penalty of  

    eternal death of his sins (Rom. 6:23), so only man can  

    legally pay the penalty.  The penalty for man’s sin had to  

    be paid by a man being punished as a man. 

 

  3. To Be the One Mediator Between God and Men 

 

   a. I Tim. 2:5 - For there is one God, and one mediator  

    between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 

 

  4. To Fulfill God’s Original Purpose for Man to Rule Over Creation 

 

   a. Heb. 2:5-9 - For unto the angels hath he not put in  

    subjection the world to come, whereof we speak.  

 

    6: But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man,  

    that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man, that thou  

    visitest him?  

 

    7: Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou  

    crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him  



    over the works of thy hands:  

 

    8: Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For  

    in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing  

    that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things  

    put under him.  

 

    9: But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the  

    angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and  

    honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for  

    every man. 

 

   b. Vs. 8 – man has not realized his destiny to rule yet. 

 

   c. Vs. 9 – But man can look at the glorified man, Jesus, and  

    have the hope that we will realize our destiny to rule over  

    creation. 

 

  5. To Be Our Example and Pattern in Life 

 

   a. I Jn. 2:6 - He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also  

    so to walk, even as he walked. 

 

   b.  I Jn. 3:2-3 - Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it  

    doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that,  

    when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see  

    him as he is.  

 

    3: And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth  

    himself, even as he is pure. 

 

   c. 2 Cor. 3:18 -But we all, with open face beholding as in a  

    glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same  

    image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the  

    Lord. 

 

   d. Rom. 8:29 - For whom he did foreknow, he also did  

    predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that  

    he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

 

   e. I Pet. 2:21 - For even hereunto were ye called: because  

    Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye  

    should follow his steps: 

 

   f. Heb. 12:2-3 - Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of  

    our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured  



    the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right  

    hand of the throne of God.  

 

    3: For consider him that endured such contradiction of  

    sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your  

    minds 

 

  6. To Be the Pattern for Our Redeemed Bodies 

 

   a. I Cor. 15:42-44 - So also is the resurrection of the dead. It  

    is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption:  

 

    43: It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown  

    in weakness; it is raised in power:  

 

    44: It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.  

    There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 

 

   b. In 15:23 he says that Christ is the “firstfruits” of those  

    raised from the dead.  So all will have the same kind of  

    body that He had after His resurrection.  Jesus had to be a  

    man to be raised with a body that would serve as the pattern  

    for all believers when they are raised from the dead. 

 

  7. To Sympathize As High Priest 

 

   a. Heb. 2:18 - For in that he himself hath suffered being  

    tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted. 

 

   b. Heb. 4:15-16 - For we have not an high priest which cannot  

    be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all  

    points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  

 

    16: Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace,  

    that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of  

    need. 

 

   c. Jesus as Deity would experientially know our experiences  

    by His omniscience.  But as a man, He would have been a  

    sympathetic man.  Since he experience these things as a  

    man, and received grace from His Father, we also can  

    receive the same grace from the Father through Jesus. 

 

  8. To Reveal the Father 

 

   a. Jn. 1:18 - No man hath seen God at any time; the only  



    begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath  

    declared him. 

 

  9. To Destroy the Works of the Devil 

  

   a. I Jn. 3:8 - He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the  

    devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son  

    of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of  

    the devil.  

 

   b. Heb. 2:14-15 - Forasmuch then as the children are partakers  

    of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the  

    same; that through death he might destroy him that had the  

    power of death, that is, the devil;  

 

    15: And deliver them who through fear of death were all  

    their lifetime subject to bondage. 

 

   c. Jn. 12:31 - Now is the judgment of this world: now shall  

    the prince of this world be cast out. 

 

 B. Jesus: Fully Human in Composition 

 

  1. Fully Human Flesh 

 

   a. Jn. 1:14 - And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among  

    us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only  

    begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

 

   b. I Tim. 3:16 - And without controversy great is the mystery  

    of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the  

    Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed  

    on in the world, received up into glory. 

 

   c. Rom. 8:3 - For what the law could not do, in that it was  

    weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the  

    likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the  

    flesh: 

 

  2. Basic Elements of a Fully Human Nature 

 

   a. Fully Human Body 

 

    1) Heb. 2:14  - Forasmuch then as the children are  

     partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself  

     likewise took part of the same; that through death  



     he might destroy him that had the power of death,  

     that is, the devil; 

 

    2) Luke 24:39 - Behold my hands and my feet, that it  

     is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not  

     flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 

 

   b. Fully Human Soul 

 

    1) Matt. 26:38 - Then saith he unto them, My soul is  

     exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here,  

     and watch with me. 

 

    2) Acts 2:27 - Because thou wilt not leave my soul in  

     hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see  

     corruption. 

 

   c. Fully Human Spirit 

 

    1) Luke 23:46 - And when Jesus had cried with a loud  

     voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my  

     spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost. 

 

 C. Jesus: Fully Human in His Death 

 

  1. Separation of spirit from the body 

 

   1) Matt. 27:50 - Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud  

    voice, yielded up the ghost. 

 

  2. End of breathing 

 

   1) Luke 23:46 - And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice,  

    he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and  

    having said thus, he gave up the ghost. 

 

  3. Physical evidence of death 

 

 D. Jesus: Fully Human in Resurrection 

 

  1. Perceived by more than 500 Humans as Fully Human 

 

   I Cor. 15:6 - After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren  

   at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but  

   some are fallen asleep. 

 



  2. Possessed Human Function of Digestion 

 

   a. Luke 24:41-43 - And while they yet believed not for joy,  

    and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any meat?  

 

    42: And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an  

    honeycomb.  

 

    43: And he took it, and did eat before them. 

 

   b. Acts. 10:41 - Not to all the people, but unto witnesses  

    chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat and drink  

    with him after he rose from the dead. 

  

  3. Could Be Touched 

 

   a. Matt. 28:9 - And as they went to tell his disciples, behold,  

    Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held  

    him by the feet, and worshipped him. 

 

   b. Luke 24:38-40 - And he said unto them, Why are ye  

    troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts?  

 

    39: Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself:  

    handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as  

    ye see me have.  

 

    40: And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his  

    hands and his feet. 

 

  4. Showed Himself to Have Human Form 

 

   Jn. 20:20 - And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his  

   hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw  

   the Lord. 

 

  5. Had the Wounds of His Crucifixion 

 

   Jn. 20:25-27 - The other disciples therefore said unto him, We  

   have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his  

   hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the  

   nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.  

 

   26: And after eight days again his disciples were within, and  

   Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and  



   stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you.  

 

   27: Then saith he to Thomas, reach hither thy finger, and behold  

   my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and  

   be not faithless, but believing. 

 

 E. Jesus: Fully Human Forever 

 

  1. Jesus ascended as a human and will return “in like manner.”  

 

   Acts 1:11 - Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye  

   gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from  

   you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him  

   go into heaven. 

 

  2. Jesus’ offices of Prophet, Priest, and King continue to be His,  

   because He is both God and man. 

 

   a. Jesus must be human to inherit the Davidic Kingdom.  IF  

    he is no longer human, He no longer has the right of  

    Davidic inheritance. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE UNION OF DEITY AND HUMANITY IN CHRIST 

– THE HYPOSTATIC UNION – 
 

I. Definition – Christ retained the total complex of divine attributes and  

possessed all the complex of human attributes essential to a perfect human being. 

 

II. The Character of the Union 

 

 The Chalcedonian Creed stated that the “two natures” were united 

 

Without mixture – the attributes of the divine and human natures do not blend. 

 

This shows Christ being weak, yet omnipotent, ignorant, yet omniscient, limited, 

yet infinite. 

 

 Eutychianism taught that the Deity absorbed the human  

nature of Christ.  Basically – ONE NATURE, ONE PERSON 

 

  Without change – no change in deity or humanity because of the  

Union.   

 

 Apollinariansim taught Jesus was less than a true man.  He  

was the highest type of man, but not quite fully man.  Basically  

a Christ who is 2/3 human 

 

  Without division – not going to divide or separate to make two  

persons. 

 

Without separation – not going to divide or separate to make two persons. 

 

 Nestorianism taught two natures and two persons, no union. 

 Basically, separated the two natures of Christ 

 

III. The Communion of Attributes 

 

 Key Thought: Attributes of both natures must be expressed through one  

Person. 

 

The Person can seem to “transfer” back and forth from the expression of one or the other nature, 

though the attribute must remain as a part of the appropriate nature it belongs to. 

 

The Person of Christ does whatever He does, revealing whatever attribute of whichever nature He 

reveals. 

 

He thirsted; He knew all things; He does not know the day or the hour of His return; He died – all 

in the Person of the God-Man. 
 

 

 



THE KENOSIS OF JESUS CHRIST 

Section 1 
Intro: 

 Having shown the evidence that Christ has both a complete Divine nature and a complete 

human nature, we now move on to consider problems raised by the incarntion of the Second 

Person of the Trinity.  The first problem of the incarnation we will address is that of the 

“kenosis” (emptying) of Christ referred to in Phil. 2:6-11.  The question that immediately is 

raised is “of what did Christ empty Himself?” 

 The discussion comes from Phil. 2:6-7 – “who, being in the form of God, thought it not 

robbery to be equal with God: but made himself of no reputation (or “emptied Himself” – 

heauton ekenose), and took upon him the form of a servant and was made int the likeness of 

men:” 

 

I. Historical Views of Christ’s Kenosis  

 

 A. Relative Divine Attributes  

 

1. Statement of the View – The Logos emptied Himself of His “relative 

attributes” (attributes of relationship with the world), like omnipotence, 

omniscience, and omnipresence, but not His “essential,” inherent 

attributes of Deity, like “absolute power, absolute truth, absolute holiness 

and love.” 

 

2. Response – God cannot be less than al His perfections, or He is less than 

God.  For Jesus to be God, He must have all the Divine perfections.  

Divine perfections are never optional. 

 

 B. All Divine Attributes and Divine Consciousness 

 

1. Statement of the View – The Logos emptied of all Divine attributes and 

His Divine self-consciousness.  He was purely and only human.  His 

Divine consciousness was regained gradually beginning at age 12 and 

increasing through human reflection on the OT based on His intimate 

fellowship with the Father. 

 

 

2. Response – This view says that in no sense was Jesus God in the flesh.  

This is heresy.  It is opposed by the NT. 

 

 C. Consciousness of Divinity and Unlimited Application of Divine  

Attributes 

 

1. Statement of the View – The Logos did not empty Himself of the Divine 

attributes but of the consciousness of them.  He had only a human self-



consciousness, so His Divine attributes were active and experience only 

through His human consciousness.  

2. Response – This position perhaps explains Jesus’ consciousness in His 

infacy and that fact that He apparently did not know the time fo the 

Second Advent.  But is it possible that by age 12 He had a Divine 

consciousness (“My Father”)?  At any rate, in His adulthood He definitely 

evinced a Divine self-consciousness (Before Abram was I AM), which 

included an awareness of His power (I am the resurrection and the life). 

 

 D. Independent Use of Divine Attributes (Walvoord) 

 

1. Statement of the View – While eternally possessing all the Divine 

attributes in perfect degree, nevertheless in the economy of the Trinity the 

Logos submitted the use of His Divine attributes to the will of the Father 

through the guidance and empowerment of the Holy Spirit.  He would act 

as God only as the Father willed and gave Him guidance and 

empowerment by the Holy Spirit. 

 

2. Response – Did the Logos ever have use of His attributes independent of 

His Father?  Was He not eternally the Son and therefore economically 

subordinate to the Father?  This view sounds good but it does not define 

the difference between Christ’s preincarnate existence and incarnate 

existence.  In addition, which perfections would be inactive?  If Christ has 

all of them, than they must all be functioning. 

 

 E. Preferred View: Immediate Manifestation of Divine Essence 

 

1. Statement of the View – The Logos emptied Himself of the immediate 

manifestation of His Divine essence.  In His incarnation the Logos gave 

up His external manifestation of His Divine attributes (perfections) in the 

human realm, including His sovereignty, glory, omnipotence, 

omniscience, and omnipresence.  In other words, the Logos maintained 

His attributes and their activity, but in accepting His incarnate state He 

chose not to externally manifest these attributes in the human realm with 

the manifestation of His humanity apart from the Father’ will and the 

Spirit’s leading. 

 



  2. Defense of Preferred view 

 

   a. It accords with His loss of glorious state with His Father. 

 

Because Jesus was Deity while physically on earth, He never lost 

the essential glory of Deity (or else He would no longer be Deity).  

But He did set aside the external manifestation of that glory that 

He formerly enjoyed with the Father.  According to Jn. 17:24, 

Jesus anticipated that believers would see His glory in heaven.  

This is not an assertion that they will see His essential glory, but 

that they will see the external manifestation of that glory. 

 

Jn. 17:5 – And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self 

with the glory, which I had with thee before the world was. 

 

Jn. 17:24 – Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, 

be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou 

hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the 

world.” 

 

   b. It accords with His limitations as a man 

 

Jesus did not have the external appearance of Deity.  He had the 

external appearance as a man.  And His normal daily life was not a 

continual manifestation of His Divine abilities (He thirsted, 

hungered, slept, ate, etc.), but a continual manifestation of  His 

humanity with occasional manifestation of Divine aspects with His 

human form, according to the will of the Father and leading of the 

Spirit. 

 

   c. It accords with the most natural reading of Phil. 2:6-11 

 

    (1.) The Context  

 

Philippians 2:5-11 begins with an exhortation to humility of 

mind, by following the example of Christ.  Christ is an 

example for us because He left the glory of heaven to suffer 

on a cross.   

 

    (2.) The Divine Preexistence of Christ – vs. 6 

 

 

(a.) “being” -  huparchon – present tense participle, 

indicating continual existence.  In this passage it 

indicates continual existence before the act of 

emptying. Basically, the word carries the idea of 



“continuing to be that which one was before.”  This 

indefinite existence was in the “form of God,” 

which Jesus continued to have during his state of 

humilation. 

 

(b.) “in the form (morphe) of God” – The word morphe 

means that it give external evidence that such an 

essence is possessed.  Therefore, morphe does not 

mean “essence,” but the external appearance that is 

appropriate to and reveals the inner essence in 

external context.  In other words, it is the middle 

transition point between the inner essence and the 

external context.  Morphe only has to do with the 

simple external expression of a nature. 

 

 This works best with the comparison between 

morphe theo (form of God) and its antithesis 

morphe doulou (form of a servant).  The 

appearance of the Lord in His incarnate state stands 

in contrast to His former appearance of the image of 

sovereign divine majesty, which will be restored in 

a new and more glorious form at the end of Phil. 

2:5-11. 

 

(c.) “did not consider it something  to be grasped” 

 

 The meaning here is that Christ did not count it an 

act of robbery to be equal with God, because He is 

equal with the Father in essence.  So His being 

equal is not an act of robbery, an act of grabbing 

what is not rightfully His.  Rather, He could empty 

Himself of the outer appearance of Deity, knowing 

that His having the Divine essence is an act based 

on native right.  Christ was equal with God, just like 

a math equation, what is on the one side is on the 

other side.   

 

(d.) “equal with God” – This is a clear statement that 

Christ is essentially equal to God the Father.  “To 

be equal with God” further defines “being in the 

form of God.”  It goes further than “being in the 

form of God” by stating that it is an equality of 

essence. 

    (3.) The Incarnation of Christ – vs 7-8 

 

     (a.) What He emptied – vs. 7a 



 

“emptied Himself” – This should be interpreted in 

light of the previous exegesis.  So what was emptied 

was not Jesus’ attributes, nor the active operation of 

any Divine attributes, but the external spiritual 

appearance of Deity, the external appearance of 

Divine essence, Divine glory (Jn. 17:5).  The Logos 

in becoming incarnate relinquished for His 

incarnate stat the outward manifestation of His 

essence in glory. 

 

     (b.) What He took – vs. 7b-8a 

 

1] “taking” – All of these next three verbs 

happened at the same time as when He 

“emptied.”  In emptying Himself of the 

Divine form, the Logos took the form of a 

servant, came in the likeness of men, and 

was found with human appearance. 

 

2] “the form of a bondservant” – Again the 

term morphe indicates the external 

manifestation of an internal essence.  Jesus 

exchanged His divine form for the form of a 

human bondservant.  And He had the 

external appearance of a bondservant 

because He really was a bondservant.  He 

was a bondservant of the Father for the 

needs of other people from the moment of 

His conception. 

  

 3] “coming in the likeness of men” –  

the Logos came with the external likeness of 

a human being.  The same word is used in 

Rom. 8:3 to indicate that Christ externally 

appeared like sinful flesh but did not have 

sinful flesh. 

 

      4] “being found in appearance of as a  

man” 

schema – indicates external appearance that 

is common to all men.  The “as” does not 

indicate dissimilarity, but that Jesus was 

perceived to have the outer appearance that 

a human would have. 

 



Conclusion: Christ’s self-emptying permitted the addition of humanity and did not involve in 

any way the subtraction of Deity or the use of the attributes of Deity.  There was a change in the 

visible form of the Christ but not a change of content.  Basically, Christ emptied Himself of the 

visible manifestation of his glory and concealed it in the form of a servant.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE SINLESSNESS OF CHRIST 
 

Prop:  Today we are going to look at 2 problems concerning the sinlessness of Christ 

 

I. Did Jesus sin? 

 

 Look up: 

 Jn. 8:29 Lk. 23:39-41 

 Jn. 8:46 2 Cor. 5:21 

 Jn. 15:10 I Pet. 2:22 

 Mt. 27:4 I Pet. 1:19 

 Mt. 27:24 I Jn. 3:5 

 Lk. 23:14,22 Jn. 18:38 

 Jn. 19:4-6 Lk. 23:15 

 Mt. 27:19 

 

 Answer: 

 

II. Could Jesus have sinned? 

 

A. Intro:  Rooted in the historical debate of Jesus Christ’s hypostatic nature is the 

issue of His temptations.  At the core of the issue is the question:  Was Jesus as the 

God-man actually capable of choosing to fall to temptation?  Could Jesus have 

sinned while on earth?  Could Christ be tempted as Adam was tempted and could 

Christ have sinned as Adam sinned? 

 The point of view that Christ could sin is designated by the term “Peccability.”  

The point of view that Christ could not sin is referred to as the “Impeccability.” 

 

 Everybody agrees that Christ did not sin. 

 

 In order to solve the problem as to whether Christ is able to sin (peccable), it is 

necessary, first of all to examine the character of temptation.  To ascertain whether 

the ability to sin (peccability) is inevitably involved in any real temptation. Or 

Question #1: Can an impeccable person be tempted?  Can such a person as Christ 

is, be tempted if He is impeccable? 

 

 It is generally agreed that Christ had no sin nature.  Whatever temptation could 

come to Him, then would be from without and not from within.  He had no 

solicitations to evil such as arise out of a sin nature.  The temptation of Christ is 

different from that of sinful man. 

 

 It also states that Christ was tempted in Heb. 4:14 – Seeing then that we have a 

great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold 

fast our profession.  15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched 

with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted (Gr. 

Pepeirasmenon) like as we are, yet without sin. 



 

 It is clear in Scripture that the temptation came to Christ because of the fact that he 

possessed a human nature.  The testing which came to Christ were in the sphere of 

His humanity and not addressed directly to His Deity, non only is the truth asserted 

that He, being God, could not be solicited respecting things evil. 

 James 1:13 tells us that God cannot be tempted. 

 

 So what we have here is that on the one hand, Christ was tempted in all points 

except through that of a sin nature and, on the other hand, His divine nature 

could not be tempted because God cannot be tempted. 

  

 Answer#1: Yes, The question is, “Is it possible to attempt the impossible?  To this 

all would agree.  It is possible for a rowboat to attack a battleship, even though it is 

conceivably impossible for the rowboat to conquer the battleship. 

 It would be like saying that because an army cannot be conquered, it cannot be 

attacked. 

 To be tempted does not mean that you have to be susceptible to sin. 

 It is wrong to say that the temptation must be unreal if the person is not able to sin. 

 

 Question #2: If there was no sin nature in Christ, is it true that the temptation 

is real? 

 

B. Background Text: Mt. 4:1-11, “Then was Jesus led up of the spirit into the 

wilderness to be tempted (Gr. Peirasthaynai – Aorist, PASSIVE, infinitive) of 

the devil.  2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward 

an hungered. 3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of 

God, command that these stones be made bread.  4 But he answered and said, It is 

written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out 

of the mouth of God.  5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and 

setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,  6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son 

of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge 

concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou 

dash they foot against a stone.  7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou 

shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.  8 Again the devil taketh him up into an 

exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the 

glory of them;  9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt 

fall down and worship me.  Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for 

it is written, thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.  

11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him. 

 

 Was the temptation real?  Did Satan think the temptation was real? 

 

 The temptation to turn stones into bread was all the more real because 

Christ had the power to do it. 

  



 The final test of the realness of His temptations is found in the realness of the 

struggle at Gethsemane and His death on the cross.  This was Christ’s greatest 

temptation.  On the cross the same temptation is evident in the taunt of His 

enemies to come down from the cross. 

 

 Look up:  

 I Cor. 7:5 – Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, 

that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that 

Satan tempt (Gr. Peirazay) you not for your incontinency. 

 Js. 1:13 – Let no many say when he is tempted (Gr. Peirazomenos)I am tempted 

of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man. 

 I Cor. 10:13 – There hath no temptation (Gr. Peirasmos) taken you but such that 

is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted (Gr. 

Rasthaynai) above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way 

to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.  

 Heb. 2:18 – For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted (Gr. Peirastheis), 

he is able to succour them that are tempted. 

 Heb. 4:14 – Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the 

heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.  15 For we have not 

an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was 

in all points tempted (Gr. Pepeirasmenon) like as we are, yet without sin. 

 

 What do these verse teach us about the temptation we face? 

 

  

 What implications do these verses have on the reality of Christ’s 

temptations? 

 

 

 In Matt. 4:1, what is the significance of the verb “Peirasthaynai” being in the 

PASSIVE voice? – Answer: Jesus did not actively pursue the temptation but was 

lead into it.  He was passive.  The action was being done to Him, not Him doing 

the action. 



 

C. Proof of the Impeccablity of Christ 

 

 1. He is Immutable 

Heb. 13:8 – Christ is “the same yesterday and today, yea and for ever.” 

As Christ was holy in eternity past, it is essential that this attribute as well 

as all others be preserved unchanged eternally. 

 

2. He is Omnipotent 

 This makes it impossible for Him to sin. 

 Peccability (the ability to sin) always implies weakness on the part of the 

one tempted. 

 

3. He is Omniscient 

Sin frequently appeals to the ignorance of the one tempted.  IN the case of 

Christ, the effects of sin were perfectly known, with all the contributing 

factors.  It was impossible for Christ having omniscience to commit that 

which He knew could only bring eternal woe to Himself and to the race.



 COULD JESUS HAVE SINNED?   FOUR POSITIONS 

 
POSITION TRANSLATION IMPLICATION 

Pecce Peccare Able to sin Openness of God position 

 

The Vulnerable Christ 

 

He struggled, debated internally and 

while not sinning, truly battled with 

each temptation. 

 

Christ had the human capacity to sin 

open at all times. 

 

Sin was possible. 
Non Pecce Peccare  Not able to sin   Reformed position. 

 

The Immutable Christ incapable of sin. 

 

Christ as the immutable God never 

sinned and was incapable to sin, 

because it would be against His very 

Nature. 

 

Christ did not have the human capacity 

to sin. 

 

Temptation does not demand the 

ability to sin. 

 

Sin was impossible. 
Pecce non Peccare Able not to sin  The Divine truly identified with the 

humanity. 

 

Christ had the capacity to reject sin, 

without struggle. Sin was never savory 

for Christ, but rather sin was possible. 

 

Real temptations, but he never flinched. 

 

Christ had the human capacity to sin, 

but also the divine capacity to avoid sin 

at all times. 

 

Temptation demands the ability to 

sin. 

 

Sin was possible, but Christ not 

vulnerable. 
Non Pecce non Peccare Not able not to sin Liberal position 

 

The Fallible Jesus 

 

Christ was compelled to sin for He had 

no choice. 

 
Sin was inevitable and probable. 

 

Fallen God – Christ was incapable of 

avoiding sin. 
 



What are the results of Christ not sinning but the temptation was real? 

 

Look up – Heb. 4:14-16 

 

1) Sensitivity 

 

2) Example 

 

3) Understanding 

 

4) Grace and Power 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRINCIPLES OF TEMPTATION 

 
THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS FOLLOWS THE PATTERN OF ALL TEMPTATIONS 

 

 

 

GENESIS 3:6    MATT. 4:1-11   I JOHN 2:16 
Tree – Good for Food  Turn stones to bread  LUST OF FLESH 

Pleasant to the eyes   Kingdoms of the World LUST OF EYES 

Desired to make one wise  Cast yourself Down  PRIDE OF LIFE 

 


