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LETTER FROM LEAD PASTOR
Dear Faith Family,
Every church needs goals, priorities, and time tables. We don’t want to be bottle rockets shooting aimlessly. But for all
the plans, God is sovereign. What was accomplished this year was more than we could have ever predicted, because God
is moving His purposes along by the power of the Holy Spirit to fulfill His Word. The lesson we learned in countless ways
was: Partner; don’t pioneer.
Partnering with the God
Partnering with God begins not with trying to do more as if we are God. Partnering with God begins with reminding
ourselves whose we are. Whose we are determines whose mission we’re a part of. God invites us to partner with him in
his mission. That is what Paul was getting at when he told the Corinthian church, “we are God’s fellow workers” (1 Cor.
3.9). It’s what Paul calls Timothy when he is sent on mission to Thessalonica. “And we sent Timothy, our brother and
God’s coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your faith” (1 Thess. 3:2). Partner with God; don’t
pioneer without God.
Partnering with the Holy Spirit and Elders in Shepherding
It is the goal and responsibility of pastors to equip the church for the work of the ministry (Eph. 4:12). Pastors are not
entertainers or leaders of ministry events. Pastors are shepherds who oversee and equip believers to live the Christian life
faithfully. No single pastor could equip FCBC all on his own. This is why God designed the church to be led by a plurality of
elders who partner together to equip the church.
The elder board has been a source of refreshment and encouragement. The responsibilities of ministry have been truly
shared due to the sacrifice of time and energy of our lay elders. Their partnership in prayer has prevented me from
pioneering a selfish plan guised as God’s plan. Their partnership in counseling has prevented me pioneering foolish
decisions where my heels were dug in. Their partnership in preaching has prevented me from pioneering the church to
only look and listen to me. (Side note: Six men formed a preaching cohort this year to learn how to preach. All six men
have either preached Sunday morning or Sunday night!) Their partnership in discipling has prevented me from making
disciple of Josh instead of Jesus. Their partnership in my soul-care has prevented me from pioneering a new occupation
when the hurts of ministry are overwhelming. Partnership is the goal of a healthy shepherding ministry; Pioneering is the
first step to a cult. Lecrae’s biblical perspective to any future leader is spot on, “Better to have a small role in God’s
history; than to cast yourself as the lead in your own fiction.” Partner; don’t pioneer.
Partnering with the Holy Spirit in Discipleship
We want to partner with God through the power of the Holy Spirit to make disciples of every nook, neighborhood, and
nation. Training others in the gospel is the dynamite to obeying the Great Commission. So, we have been intentional this
year of partnering with the Holy Spirit in discipleship. Our efforts have been to see every day people through every day
conversations do extraordinary things because of the power of Word stirred up by the Holy Spirit.
Our discipleship training ground has not just been the Sunday morning sermons or the Sunday School hour. Our training
ground has enlarged from the church to the home. I don’t believe it was a coincidence that the families that have
answered the call to be the primary disciplers of their children are the families that have seen their kids sent out into
mission. As David Horner says, “Churches cannot provide what families neglect” (David Horner, Firmly Rooted, Faithfully
Growing: Principle-based Ministry in the Church). Therefore, developing disciples obedient to the Great Commission
happens in proper partnership of the church empowering the home. So in 2018, we have a special 1 day conference
called Disciple-Making Parent. Obeying the Great Commission begins with partnering not pioneering.

Partnering with the Holy Spirit in Membership
In the Bible, we find no gap between the call to follow Jesus and the call to engage in mission with the local church. Tim Chester
and Steve Timmis put it: By becoming a Christian, I belong to God and I belong to my brothers and sisters. It is not that I belong
to God and then make a decision to join a local church. My being in Christ means being in Christ with those others who are in
Christ…If the church is the body of Christ, then we should not live as disembodied Christians (Tim Chester and Steve Timmis, Total
Church: A Radical Reshaping Around Gospel and Community, 41.) When you get adopted by the Father of Heaven, you get new
brothers and sisters.
We have partnered with the Holy Spirit in membership care in several ways. First, we have been blessed this year by seeing our
membership class turn into a small group. I could never have planned such a Holy Spirit supernatural work. What we taught, the
Holy Spirit stirred up for these people to obey. Second, the Deacon Caring Board, Elders, and Grief Team have partnered together
to see every member cared for in their trials.
I believe our membership care has led to member service. Jesus set the example with his 12. Jesus knows and keeps watch over
his own so he might send them out (Mark 3:14). So, ironically, it’s the church who knows and keeps watch over its own who is
well on its way toward sending them out.
Partnering with the Holy Spirit in Missions
We might be tempted to judge the success of FCBC this year on our attendance or budget. But the measure of church is not its
seating capacity but its sending capacity; not its savings account, but its investment in eternity. This year, we sent more people
out on mission all over the world than ever before. How did it start? I do not believe it was a mere coincidence that we
prioritized prayer more than any prior year. Everything started when we paused to seek the heart of God through prayer. I praise
God that we have learned to better march to the beat of the Spirit rather than humdrum of pragmatism (what “works”). As
Donald Whitney puts it, “United prayer is always linked with the effectiveness of the gospel and the church” (Donald Whitney,
Spiritual Disciplines Within the Church: Participating Fully in the Body of Christ, 167). Prayer has changed our church into
something different so we could do something different for his glory. Nothing can stand in the place of prayer.
Prayer for other local churches and our missionaries gave us the humility to truly believe and practice: It has been more blessed to
give than receive (Acts 20:35). I believe more was learned this year through sending and receiving back our missionaries than any
other endeavor. Without sending and receiving, FCBC could become inward-focused rather than outward focused; look more like
Babel than Antioch (Acts 13). Our church steeple is not to be a tower representing man’s achievement (like Babel), but a
distribution center of bulk mail (Christians) to point others to Christ.
Sending and receiving our own has taken FCBC from being water boys cheering on para-church organizations to taking the field
ourselves. This year, we started taking the field by helping every member understand they are sent to their neighbors and/or
nations. We commissioned several members to be “paid-missionaries” where they work.
Partnering doesn’t end once the commissioning is done. We want to send and never let go. The kind of intentional binding that’s
reflected in William Carey’s famous statement, “I will go down, if you will hold the rope” leads to burns on everyone’s hands—
because the entire church is laying hold of the mission together (not just the mission committee). Partnering with one of our own
members in some ways should feel like sending one of our own body parts. All this to say, we don’t want to just be sponsors of
missionaries, but partners of missionaries faithfully embracing and engaging with them.
So we end 2017 and begin 2018 with the question, “How is FCBC going to develop, commission, send, partner, encourage,
support, and advocate for our missionaries?” This kind of missional responsibility cannot be shouldered by the pastors or mission
committee alone. The church must partner so missionaries don’t pioneer.
Take heart church. The future is as bright as the promises of God. Christ said, “I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it.” (Matt. 16:18). Paul promotes the worth of Christ as he writes, “He who did not spare his own Son but gave
him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?” (Rom. 8:32).
By His Grace and For His Glory, Lead Pastor Josh Owens
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WEEKLY ATTENDEEES
Our total annual attendance for all worship services was 10,150

FAITH BY THE NUMBERS

148,214
DEBT

Geothermal loan

364,977
GIVING

Deacon Caring Board gave $6,505 to families in need

25,727
WEBSITE HITS

784 FCBC Facebook hits; 741 Sermons downloaded

38
GUESTS

Reflected by the response tab submissions

NUMBERS MAY INFORM,
BUT THEY DON’T DEFINE US.

FAITH BY THE PULSE
10 NON-NUMERICAL SIGNS OF A HEALTHY CHURCH
While we can learn a lot from “Faith By The Numbers”, numbers are not the only way to determine
health. In many situations, they’re not even the best. Here are 10 non-numerical signs of a healthy
church.

1. PEOPLE CARE MORE ABOUT DOING MINISTRY THAN HAVING TITLES
2. COMMITTEES COOPERATE WITH EACH OTHER
3. FCBC LOOKS LIKE AND GOES INTO THE NEIGHBORHOOD
4. FCBC PARTNERS WITH OTHER CHURCHES
5. GUESTS FEEL WELCOMED
6. NEW IDEAS AND LEADERSHIP ARE EMBRACED
7. THE ENERGY AND PASSIO OF YOUTH IS CELEBRATED ALONGSIDE
WISDOM AND PATIENCE OF SENIOR SAINTS.
8. PEOPLE ARE BEING SAVED AND DISCIPLED
9. PEOPLE ARE BEING SENT OUT INTO MINISTRY
10. THE ETERNAL TRUTHS OF THE BIBLE ARE BEING TAUGHT AND LIVED
7

FAITH IN A YEAR
Inaugural Prayer Breakfast
Youth Group Snow Camp

Potluck & Annual Business Meeting
FCBC Grief Team Established

Children’s Ministry Teacher Luncheon

Church Safety Meeting

Missionary Potluck Dinner
Bill & Carol Turner
Sunrise Service & Breakfast w/
Family Bible, Loudon Congregational &
New Beginnings Church of Nazarene
Graduation Potluck Dinner
Junior & Senior Trip to Boston
All-In Girls’ Conference
Led by Victoria Stratton & Jilly Heath
Participated in
Loudon Old Home Day Parade
(first time in 9 years!)

Praying Life Seminar
Speaker: Bob Allum
Maundy Thursday Service
One 2 One Discipleship Kicks Off
First Sunday School Potluck Breakfast

Baptism
Youth Sunday:
Nate Alford & Isaac Brickner
Second Annual “Faith Games” Event
Clough Pond Beach Project Completed
Annual Youth Group WORTHY event

Baptism

Texas Mission Trip: Group of 12
Hosted The Gospel Coalition Pastor Conference
Missions Update Potluck
09/17 VOTE:
Fernando & Bernadette Mancini join the
Deacon Caring Board

Implemented Sunday School 6 week Treks
Virtue Based Parenting at Loudon
Elementary School kicks off
Operation Christmas Child Box Wrapping
Christmas Eve Service

Partner;
Don’t pioneer
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Assoc.
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ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Pat Testerman

Discipleship
The elder’s vision for FCBC is for every Christ-follower to be a disciple, and every mature Christ-follower to be a disciple-maker. This
is Christ’s command in Matthew 28:18-20, to make disciples who not only are baptized physically, but also are immersed into a relationship with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and living lives of obedience to Christ’s commands. We believe that everything we do in this local expression of Christ’s Church must center upon that command. The church makes disciples through proclaiming the Gospel, preaching and taking in the Word, praying, worshipping, and fellowshipping.
For the purposes of this report, I am using the word “discipleship” to mean intentional, Christ-centered, relationships in which maturing Christ-followers pour their lives into another person (or a small group of people) through prayer and Scripture, holding each
other accountable to Christ and his teachings, not simply to learn information, but to experience renewing transformation into the
image of Jesus Christ (Romans 12:1-2).

Disciple-Making
We have continued to see growth in these discipleship relationships. Though we have not taken a new poll, my perception is that
we have had continued slow growth in both the number of people who are being discipled and the number of people who are
making disciples. Some of the most visible results have been through salvations and new FCBC members. My efforts as the
Associate Pastor towards discipleship have been in two general areas:

Individual Disciple-Making Relationships
I continued to meet regularly with three men in 2017, praying with them, studying Scripture, and living life together. These
relationships have been both rewarding and challenging, with “highs” and “lows.” One of the most encouraging of the “highs” has
been seeing one of these men become renew his calling to become a disciple-maker himself.

Equipping Disciple-Makers
Part of discipleship relationships is equipping those disciples to become disciple-makers (2 Timothy 2:2). In addition to trying to put
this into practice and exhort others to do likewise, I have focused my disciple-maker equipping efforts on two particular initiatives:

One-2-One Bible Reading
FCBC’s One-2-One Bible Reading initiative grew out of several perceptions of needs in our congregation:
People who are intimidated by the concept of intensive discipleship and need an easier step up into the practice.
People not knowing how to read the Bible prayerfully and intentionally.
People being overwhelmed by the Bible, and not knowing where to start.
People wanting to read the Bible with others, but needing help with the “what, where, why, who, and how” questions.

Building upon the work of others, we began teaching this simple concept of “One-2-One Bible Reading,” in which one person
finds another with whom they meet regularly to pray, read Scripture, and discuss what they have read. The format is very
simple, and we provided training for the congregation on how to begin this practice. We have not taken a formal survey, but
the feedback has been very encouraging, especially from some who have never read the Bible intentionally (or at all) before.
We also have provided this training on our website, both in text and video format, and I have recently begun assisting two other
local pastors in establishing this practice in their congregations.

New England Disciple-Makers Equipping and
Encouragement Conference
For the second year, I assisted in organizing and facilitating this weekend
conference, aimed at equipping and encouraging disciple-making men.
This year, we had approximately 30 participants at Camp Spofford from
New England (and one from much further away), including three of us
from FCBC. This year’s theme was “The Disciple-Maker’s Commission,”
and included sessions on “The Disciple-Maker’s Loves,” “The DiscipleMaker’s Front Lines,” and “The Disciple’s Disciples.”

SMALL GROUPS

We have already set the next date on the calendar (26-28 October), and
on February 3rd will be meeting to reflect on the 2017 conference as we
prepare for 2018.

Small Groups
When Moses’ father-in-law saw all that
he [Moses] was doing for the people, he
said, “What is this that you are doing for
the people? Why do you sit alone, and
all the people stand around you from
morning till evening?... “What you are
doing is not good. You and the people
with you will certainly wear yourselves
out, for the thing is too heavy for you.
You are not able to do it alone.” – Exodus
18:14, 7b-18.

In Exodus 18, we read of Jethro chastising Moses for trying to bear the
ministry of shepherding Israel on his shoulders alone.
Jethro then lays out a plan for Moses to follow – appointing others to
minister to the people in groups of tens, fifties, hundreds, and
thousands.
At FCBC, though our people are measured in hundreds rather than
thousands, we believe that small groups not only provide opportunities
for fellowship and Spiritual growth within that fellowship, but also are
the essential foundation of shepherding ministry. Small groups provide
greater intimacy, which in turn allows other members of the group to
see needs, gifts, challenges, and opportunities in the lives of the people
in the group more clearly. There are many small groups active within
our congregation, of which I am active in three. Each of them is a
highlight for me within the week’s rhythm.

Thursday Morning Bible Study
This study normally meets on Thursday late mornings (except for a potluck lunch once every month) and the membership
traditionally has been a bit older. We have several folks from the Richard Brown house who attend, and wonderful saints who
help transport them and others to and from the meetings. I have been assisted by Bob Berger with this group, and we have
been working our way through the Gospel of John a few verses at a time, all the while praying for and with each other.

11

Men’s Bible Study
Our men’s Bible study started this Fall, initially meeting early in the mornings of the 2 nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month.
Beginning in January 2018, we will start meeting every other Wednesday instead. We chose the time (6:30-7:30am) to allow men
to attend and still make it to work, and we try to be faithful about both starting and ending times. The format has been very
simple, along the lines of some of the methods used in One-2-One Bible Reading, and we have been reading through the book of
Mark, following the sermon series.

Teen Discipleship Group
Martha and I began helping Tim and Alicen Twardosky facilitate the teen discipleship group this Fall, giving Pastor Josh and Laura
an opportunity to focus on a myriad of other responsibilities. The group, for those in grades 10-12, is titled a “discipleship” group
as it meets many of the definitions for both discipleship (including a significant focus on individual accountability) and small group
ministry. Martha and I have been both surprised and encouraged by the depth and seriousness the members of this group have
shown to its mission of growing in Christ. The group began the fall with a study of Galatians, then took a few weeks to discuss
gifts, personalities, and callings before starting our current study through the book of Amos.

Sunday Morning Prayer Group
During the Sunday school class on prayer, some asked if we could continue offering an opportunity to pray in a small group during
the Sunday school time period. I intend to start this practice on January 21 st, and perhaps earlier if I can find others to facilitate (I
will be away from FCBC on Sunday January 7th and 14th. There is some tension with our desire to encourage people to attend the
Sunday school classes being offered, but I am excited to see how God will be glorified with this time.

Preaching
Though Pastor Josh is primarily responsible for preaching, I continued to assist regularly, covering 13 of 52 Sundays, or 25%. In
addition, I assisted Pastor Josh with planning sermon series, and both of us served as resources, critics, and editors for each other’s
sermons. We also worked through a book on preaching. I also preached at youth and other events. Particularly exciting to me
this year has been seeing other men taking the responsibility of preaching the Word on Sunday mornings, S.N.O.W. meetings,
youth group meetings, and other opportunities both at FCBC and elsewhere.

Christian Education Board
The Constitution requires an elder (pastor or lay elder) to serve as a non-voting member of the Christian Education Board. I was
very happy with the hard work performed by the board as it tackled issues from the routine to the very difficult, including helping
with the creation and implementation the new child protection policy. There are still growing pains involved with this policy, but I
trust we can continue to move forward as we learn from our experiences.

Partnership and Networking
Capitol Area Pastors
The Capitol Area Pastors group meets twice a month, with a disciplined pattern of prayer in large and small groups. I attend
regularly, though the first meeting of each month sometimes conflicts with follow-up from the morning elders’ meeting at FCBC.
In addition to prayer, CAP has provided a means to build relationships and cooperation with other pastors, congregations, and
ministries.

Loudon Pastors
Last year, we began meeting monthly with other pastors in Loudon, and the relationships that grew out of these meetings led to
our joint sunrise service this past Easter, which was received warmly by both FCBC members and those of other involved
congregations. I believe the visible nature of our meetings and cooperation is also a strong Gospel witness to the community
(Ps 133:1-2).

Pastor Encouragement/Preaching Cohort
A small group of pastors began meeting for lunch monthly at FCBC to
encourage, exhort, and pray for each other while enjoying fellowship together.
Beginning in January, this group has found an additional mission – to help us
sharpen each other, specifically in our preaching. We are currently working
Zack Eswine’s book, Preaching to a Post-Everything World: Crafting Biblical
Sermons That Connect with our Culture, and every month will be listening to
and providing constructive critique for each other’s sermons. We are looking
forward to how God continues to use this group.

NEDA
Pastor Josh has been given the lion’s share of organizing the bi-monthly New
England District Association meetings, where EFCA pastors and elders from across the region meet to discuss various issues, pray
for one another, and build relationships. This group has grown in mission and intentionality, and I am excited to see what 2018
holds.

TGC
The Gospel Coalition has traditionally been a “big church” movement. Beginning in 2017, TGC began it’s Rural Church Initiative,
and held its first mini-conference in New England at FCBC. As our relationships with several TGC influencers continue to grow, I
believe there are going to be some innovative and exciting opportunities to participate with them in projects and partnerships in
the near future.

Other Area Ministries
I continue to seek relationships and awareness of other area ministries and ministers. I believe we will continue to have
opportunities to partner with Christ-centered, Gospel-based organizations, and that these partnerships will be used powerfully by
God.
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Community Outreach
It has been an encouraging year to be involved at FCBC, as I have seen tremendous community impact, from small but
important service projects which assisted members of our congregation and community to the extensive efforts put forth
towards rehabilitating the Clough Pond beach. It has also been very enriching to see some of the quiet, behind-the-scenes
assistance provided by the Deacon Caring Board and anonymous donors and ministry workers.

Missions
Elder Rich Planchet stepped forward to take the advisory
role to the Missions and Evangelism board. Ross E. Allen
did an outstanding job of finishing up the administrative
reorganization of the board, and this year we began to take
a hard look at what the board should look like and focus
upon. I am excited to see where we will be led in 2018,
and very happy to see Gordon Ferno volunteering to serve
as the deacon.

Professional Education
While I have already earned a Masters of Arts in Christian
Ministry, the ministry description under which I was called
to FCBC requires that I pursue a Masters of Divinity or
equivalent. I began those studies at North Park Theological
Seminary this Fall, with an online New Testament course,
finishing the class with a 99.1% average. I just finished my
pre-reading and writing assignments for my next course, a
1-week intensive class in Chicago on Christian Education
and Formation, and will be taking a class this Spring on
Healing and Health in the Bible.
Thanks be to God that he has provided for tuition, books,
and fees to be covered, and the only financial costs I am
requesting from FCBC are assistance towards my travel
expenses for intensive in-residence courses I will take from
time-to-time. I re-allocated my 2018 budget request to do
this with no overall change to the 2017 budget levels.
I have been given significant credit towards this degree based upon my previous MACM, and am hoping to concentrate my
remaining courses towards subjects that are of particular applicability to the ministry to which I have been called. I appreciate
the grace shown me by Pastor Josh, the other staff members, the elders, and members of the church as I continue this
endeavor.
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Trustee Report
Submitted by Board of Trustees
2017 Annual Report
Board of Trustees
The Board of Trustees had a very busy year in 2017. In addition
to the ongoing tasks of supervising the finances of the church,
keeping an eye on the budget and preparing a new budget for
2018, the major concerns for the year were the geothermal
heating system, custodial staff, and the parsonage.

Right Hand of
Fellowship
Membership Care
Hymn Sing
Personal
Testimonies
Sermons by
Members

2018 Schedule
February 4
April 1
June 3
October 7
December 2

The pump for the geothermal system broke down the weekend
of our annual meeting in January 2017. After the pump was
replaced, we continued with problems of the system not having
enough capacity to heat the building in the coldest weather,
resulting in large electric bills. When the first attempts to use
the geothermal to air condition the building resulted in the
system overheating and leaking, the Trustees called for a
business meeting on July 10, and the church approved
borrowing money in order to dig additional wells, upgrade the
geothermal system, and improve the insulation in the building.
The Trustees worked with an energy consultant, an engineering
consultant, and the companies Skillings and Sons and Johnson
Spray Foam Insulators to determine exactly what work needed
to be done. In November, the church borrowed $150,000 from
TD Bank. Skillings tested our existing wells, drilled five new
wells, and installed all the required piping, pumps, and wiring to
upgrade our system. I am very happy to report that as of
January 3, 2018, the geothermal system is up and running and
heating our church building, even in the extreme cold that we
are experiencing in this new year. Bill Johnson will be starting
on the project of improving our insulation during January 2018.
Gordon Ferno resigned from his position of Custodian and
Maintenance, and from serving as Deacon of Building and
Grounds in May, 2017. Rachel Cucci was hired as Cleaning
Custodian, and Mike Hartt was hired to do indoor and outdoor
maintenance. In October, Mike resigned in order to take a full
time position with the American Legion. We were very blessed
that Gordon was interested and willing to return as our
Maintenance Custodian. He has worked above and beyond the
normal demands of this position to assist the crews from
Skillings. Many thanks to Rachel, Scott, Mike, and Gordon for all
they have done, and continue to do, to take care of our church
property.

Trustee report cont.
After having the Plattes and the Buttons staying in the
parsonage during 2016, the Trustees established some
guidelines for the continued use of that home as a
Ministry House: a temporary home for missionaries and
other Christian workers, and as short-term emergency
housing for others. The Ministry House was used by a
family from River of Grace Church for three months, and is
currently being used by a family from FCBC. The Plattes
will be returning in March for about 6 months, and will
again be staying in the Ministry House.

Blessings and praises from 2017:
God’s constant presence and guidance and answers to
many prayers in bringing highly recommended consultants
and contractors to our door. We are especially grateful
for advice and work done by Bill Wenzel, Margaret Dillon,
Chris Eaton, and Jared Mullen.
A large donation that allowed us to pay off the mortgage
on the Sanctuary in July. We had hoped to be able to pay
off that mortgage by the end of the year, and instead
FCBC was completely debt free for five months before the
new loan went into effect.
Continued hard work and attention to detail by our
treasurer, Carol Ann Stevens. Carol Ann keeps all the
money details in order, and is always happy to do the
research and answer our questions.
A wonderful group of Trustees who are willing to put in
long hours, attend extra meetings, answer many emails,
and volunteer for the many tasks that need to be done.
In His Service,
Sue Chamberlin, Deaconess, Board of Trustees
Jennifer Jones, Secretary
Jen Batchelder
Francine Clave
Scott Hammond

17

Pastor Josh Book Recommendations 2017
How To Think: A Survival Guide for a World at Odds
by Alan Jacobs
How To Think is well written to help us think well. It was
particularly insightful to me was Jacobs’ argument that we
fail to think correctly, fairly, and helpfully because doing so
may interfere with what we want—especially if what
we want is to be fully accepted into a group that will keep out
those we dislike. Even though Jacobs is a distinguished
Professor he does not write for the academic. His use of
stories are insightful and his practical steps feel like common
sense. It’s a book that will help the church, every committee
email, and every disagreement in a business meeting!

Side by Side: Walking With Others in Wisdom and
Love by Ed Welch
This is my “if everyone read this book, the church would
be immeasurably blessed book.” Actually, not just read it,
but agree to live it. Welch is talking discipleship in
ordinary people, through ordinary conversations to do
extraordinary things in God’s economy. We are meant to
walk side-by-side with each other to grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord.

Free of Charge: Giving and Forgiving in a Culture
Stripped of Grace By Mir oslav Volf
The book explores the themes of giving and forgiving
respectively by illustrating each topic with anecdotes, and
then proceeding to discuss the character of God and how
believers can receive and model God’s gifts in works of
love amid all the pain of life. In a world that buys and
sells everything, we need some good input to reprogram
ourselves to imitate God’s giving and forgiving. It
reminded me how difficult it really is to give and forgive
as God does.

Deep Work: Rules for Focused Success in a
Distracted World. By Cal Newport
Each year, I try to read a book about work and
productivity. This book was great to read at the end of
the year when I was evaluating my first full year as Lead
Pastor. Like most people, I struggle with making time
for deep work due to my ambitious expectations, divine
interruptions, or urgent administrative tasks like
answering emails. It’s a book that I need to go back to
and plan to implement. Executing deep work is more
difficult than strategizing deep work.

The Disciple-Making Parent: A
Comprehensive Guidebook for
Raising Children to Love and
Follow Jesus Christ

Parenting is a commission to
do all we can to raise our
children to become fully
devoted followers of Jesus
Christ. The Disciple-Making
Parent Conference will teach
why this is so important and
how to actually go about this
daunting a task.
Join Us For
A DISCIPLE-MAKING
PARENT SEMINAR
@ FCBC
March 17, 2017
8:30-2:30

DEACON CARING BOARD REPORT
Submitted by Doug Chamberlin and Ray Wible
Deacon Caring Board Report 2017
Submitted by Doug Chamberlin
By year’s end four new members were added to the Board for a
total membership of 7. With the those additions and the gifts
they possess, we functioned quite well.
We met a total of 16 requests this year. One of the primary
ways in which assistance was provided was in the form of Food
Certificates, including those for Thanksgiving. Other areas
included expenses related to automobiles, and utilities.
A report of the income and expenditures for 2017 has been
provided by our treasurer, Ray Wible.
FCBC Deacon Caring Board
2017 DCB Report as of 12/13/2017
Beginning balance January 1, 2017: $8,803.61
2017 deposits: $5,295.25
2017 checks written: $6,505.68
Balance as of December 13, 2017: $ 7,593.18
As of December 13, 2017:
Market Basket Food cards - fifteen families helped, some families
multiple times. This includes 12 Thanksgiving food cards.
Requests for help - Sixteen requests, does NOT include food cards.
Requests met:
Electric Utility
Fairpoint landline phone bill
Home heating oil
Fuel Co-Op fee for discount home fuel oil program
Auto tires
Auto repair
Parts to fix a clothes dryer
Gasoline cards
Walmart store cards - for child clothes shopping
Target store cards - for child clothes shopping
Bus fare to New York City for missions work with Burleys
Course Books for Alcohol Recovery Program
Moving expense - pizza lunch for volunteers, gas for U-Haul truck (UHaul truck paid by anonymous contributor)

Welcome Booth
Earlier this year the Lord pressed upon our
hearts to serve Him in a ministry
that reaches out to those who are new to
Faith Community Bible Church.
And so, the Welcome Center was set up in
Palmer hall.
The welcome center has not only become a
place for new visitors to meet and greet,
but even for regular attendees to stop by to
say hello and ask for information regarding
any current church activity.
Over the last several months it has been a
blessing to have handed out many of the
Welcome booklets about Faith Community
Bible Church that were printed for this
ministry to our visitors.
Where the center is located in Palmer Hall,
God has not only blessed us by
Meeting new people He brings through our
front doors. But has enriched our
lives by getting to know more of our own
Faith Community Bible Church family.
We are excited to see how God will use us
in this ministry for the coming year!

Submitted by:
Ray Wible , Treasurer
December 13, 2017

In His Service,
Fernando and Bernadette Mancini
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By Linda Wible
Visitation can be a scary word to most Christians, but visitation
is designed by God and is demonstrated by Him throughout
the Old and New Testament. It began in the Garden of Eden
when He visited Adam and Eve in the cool of the day and He
continued to visit His people right on through to Revelation.
When I gave my life to Jesus and began reading His Word, I
began to understand that He is my example and I needed to
be obedient and follow Him in doing what He does.

Visitation simply put means spending time with people,
connecting with them and loving them just as Jesus did. We
are His hands and feet on this earth.
For me perhaps visitation comes easier due to my God-given
chosen profession as a Registered Nurse. I have spent over 50
years caring for others and meeting their needs.
Ray, however finds it much more challenging but understands
God requires his obedience in this area of ministry.
Being involved in the local body of FCBC enables us to be
aware of our body’s needs. We can then make calls or visits to
offer encouragement, support, prayer, bible reading, offer
communion, be a listening ear, sing dongs or more practical
needs like assisting with meals, cleaning, organizing and
whatever their particular need is. Sometimes our visitation takes
us outside our local body to the community where we can be
the hands and feet of Jesus.
It is not always comfortable nor will it always fit into our
schedule. It may take me to streets and subways of NYC or to
Texas to do disaster relief. It may mean a change in our own
daily schedule to respond to the needs of someone else just like
Jesus did.
Obedience to our Lord is our utmost desire and compels us to
go and serve wherever He takes us. This is discipleship. Ray is
becoming more comfortable with visitation and many times
goes on his own without me. By listening to Gods directives and
relying on His Holy Spirit you may never realize the impact you
have on a hurting sister or brother.
The bottom line is obedience to every word that proceeds out
of the mouth of God. Not always an easy task but always
glorifying to God.

The secret of prayer is prayer
in the secret
Before you know what to pray for and
how to pray for it, you must become a
particular kind of person.
-Augustine

Forgiveness is not something
that we can work for; it is only
something we can ask for.

“If you want to judge
how well a person
understands
Christianity, find out
how much he makes of
the thought of being
God’s child, and having
God as his father.”
J.I. Packer

The way Jesus prayed was remarkable. But what is more
remarkable is that he made it
possible for us to pray the
same way.

When you get adopted
by OUR Father, you also
get new brothers and
sisters.
If He is not responding to your
request, He’s responding to
your need.
When we pray “Your will be
done” we need to “submit
not only our wills to God but
even our feelings, so that
we do not become despondent, bitter, and hardened by
the things that befall us.”
- John Calvin

We cannot truly pray
“Hallowed be your name”
without at the same time
dedicating ourselves to him

True freedom is choosing the
right master

A praying life feels like our
family mealtimes because prayer
is all about relationship.

Faith is like putting
the promises of God
on High-Def.

—Pat Testerman

-Paul Miller

Your helplessness is the
very thing which opens
wide the door unto Him
and gives Him access to
all your needs.
Come as a child; not as an employee.
Come to a Father, not a boss

if God is not the
starting point, then
our personal circumstances become the drivers
and sole focus of
our prayer.

The consistency of your
prayer life will tell you who or
what your God is.
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We cannot pray according to
God’s will and prioritize
according to ours.

What thou wilt, when thou
wilt, how thou wilt.”
-John Newton

If you ever want to
wonder about how
generous your Father
is, just look to the
cross.

Technology Report
Submitted by Ralph McMechen
Technology Committee Annual Report 2017
It’s been a quiet year for the Technology Committee. We strive
to stay up to date with the technology needs of the church
including sound/video equipment for worship services,
microphones, office computers, etc.
A special thanks for the consistent service of the sound and
video teams who control the sound booth at worship team
practices, early Sunday mornings, and worship services.

1 out of 3 people surveyed said that they will visit a church website before ever visiting the church. That same
article also said that 46% of people say a church's website was an important factor for them in picking a church to
visit. This places a huge value on a church website. And because Google has made it so our website can, and will,
be found by anyone interested in our church, we needed to put our best foot forward by having a good one. We
send out information via email on a regular basis, but what if you didn’t get the email? Or deleted it? Or you
simply missed a Sunday? You would be out of the loop so to speak.
So with the input of the entire staff, I began the makeover.




Our website went from having 19 pages to 49 pages.
Went from having 15 active links to 79 active links.
Added the bulletin to the website, sermon podcasts, small group notes,
weekly gathered, One-2-One Bible Reading, Sunday School classes, etc.
 Added pictures of our church family to give our site a personal feel.
Since the overhaul:
 Our website hits have gone from 7,496 to 25,727!
 People have been clicking the link from our website to view our facebook
page. We went from 410 facebook hits last year to 784 this year, 325 of
those were direct from our website link.
 293 sermons downloaded last year, 741 this year via the podcast link.
I am thrilled that people are utilizing our website and our facebook page and
are finding the information helpful.
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And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him. Colossians 3:17
Wendy L. Heath
Administrative Assistant

Mission Committee Report
Submitted by Ross E. Allen
The Missions and Evangelism Committee foundations have been refined
during the previous three years with revisions to the Constitutional mandates,
the Policy and the Procedures. Thus, 2017 was a much quieter year for the
Committee. Members who continued through the year were Gail Martinez,
Mike Hartt, Ernie Kilman and Ross Allen. Rich Planchette joined in April as the
acting Deacon and Elder Member.
Missionary and National Evangelist Support Changes
There were a few changes in our support rosters in 2017. In February, Mark &
Mary Marlowe left supported missionary work, reducing our Supported
Missionaries to five couples/individuals. George & Kim Aguirre, serving in Italy
with TEAM (The Evangelical Alliance Mission). Jon & Angie Button, with NTM
(New Tribes Missions). Tom & Sue Dennison, serving in the Philippines with
Titus Far East. Jeremiah & Becca Platte, serving in China. Sajana Rai, serving in
India with Gospel for Asia.
We expanded our support of National Evangelists with the approval at the
Annual Meeting of Keely Sawyer and Tim & Pam Schuman, bringing our
Supported National Evangelists to two couples and one individual. Richard &
Diane Burley, serving in New York City with Open Air Campaigners (OAC).
Keely Sawyer, serving in New Hampshire with Cru Lifelines. Tim & Pam
Schuman, Directors of Cru-UNH in Durham, NH.
We continue to support Richard & Diane Burley, both financially and with
Answers in Genesis booklets and tracts. Since moving to New York City, they
have operated well below their suggested support level, so the Committee is
proposing a substantial increase in their support level to $600/month for
2018. A major expense is Diane’s constantly increasing medical insurance
costs. We also continue to maintain Cru-UNH as a Supported Ministry.
Ministries Support
Our roster of supported ministries did not change this year (see Financial
Report). However, Child Evangelism Fellowship & Camp Good News have
suffered some “setbacks” this year due to town and state taxation and a new
application of labor laws to both the Camp and Child Evangelism Fellowship.
As a result, Camp Good News was forced to close this summer. Only an attack
by Satan can explain why CGN was singled out for this treatment among all
the other camps in NH. As a result, CEF NH is adjusting its ministries. This did
not take God by surprise, and “setbacks” may not actually be such. Please
pray for God to make some lemonade out of the results of these “lemon
laws.” The Committee will continue to monitor these developments to
consider changes in FCBC’s support levels of CEF should they become
advisable. It should be noted that support for CEF Staff in general is quite low.
Children Supported by the Special Sunday School Fund
Sunday School offerings were down again in 2017. In December 2015, out
fund reached a high of $2,033, prompting the addition of three more children.
The fund’s balance dropped to $919 at the end of 2016, and dropped further
this year, ending with $532. We have been unable to continue support for
two Compassion International (CI) children – Nataly Melendrez in 2016, and
Rakesh Chote Lai this year. Nataly moved to an unsupported area, and India
stopped the transfer of all funds from CI this year. Loss of these two children
has reduced the number to eight, and the monthly support need by $76.
23

Mission Report cont.
In April, Robin and Evie Morrill volunteered to direct the Shoebox Ministry. They developed a planned and coordinated approach
to promote it. The average for the three previous years was 81 Shoeboxes. This year, Robin & Evie’s dedication to the ministry
delivered 96 Shoeboxes to Samaritan’s Purse, nearly a 20% increase. The M&E Committee is grateful for their efforts in this very
special project.
Our one budgeted Special Project is support for the Rise Again site at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Concord. Former
M&E Committee member Jody Davies accepted the Director’s position for this site in 2016. She is helped in this monthly ministry
by FCBC members Fernando (bus driver) and Bernadette Mancini and Gail Martinez along with assistance from three area churches
and a youth group from Bradford. This is a true evangelistic outreach ministry that provides basic needs such as toiletries and diapers to refugees, and hands out Bibles and tracts, sharing the gospel as opportunities arise. Both Jody and her daughter have been
invited into the homes of refugees, and one young man recently told her that he is now in college, and that he really appreciated
the ministry offered to his family.
Incidental Special Projects in 2017
Loudon Outreach – the M&E Committee helped support three separate projects in service to the Town of Loudon. The first and
major was to undertake an improvement project for the Clough Pond Beach. This was very successfully spearheaded by Alicen
Twardosky. The second was funding the establishment of a church booth at the Loudon Old Home Day, headed up by Dan York,
and the third
was the “Love for Loudon” parent training offered at Loudon Elementary School. This was a major project involving several church members who taught, babysat, and provided a meal one evening each week. A “well done” to all those who
participated and extended a caring hand from FCBC to our community.
Gary Minery – We have aided in the expansion of Richard & Diane Burley’s Outdoor Air Campaigners ministry into NH by supporting Gary Minery’s training during the last couple of years. In August, we helped him purchase 5000 tracts entitled Where Are
You Going to Spend Eternity, and a black light for his OAC presentation board. Recently, an OAC office was opened in Raymond, NH.
Dave & Diane Lewis and Paracletos – In September, we hosted Dave & Diane who minister directly to returning missionaries. We
were introduced to them by Jeremiah & Becca Platte, who came home to meet with them. We anticipate hosting them in the near
future to present their training on how to support our missionaries on the field, not just financially, but spiritually and emotionally
as well.
Trinity Homeless Shelters & the Peront Family – In October the Committee voted to assist Pastor Richard Berry with the purchase
of their last needed ten-cord truckload of firewood. Time was running short to get this cut to length, split and somewhat dried for
this winter’s heat. We also donated $1,000 to Dan & Amy Peront’s $30,000 vehicle fund. They hope to be headed to South Africa
to work in an orphanage early in 2018.
Texas Hurricane Relief Trip – sponsored by EFCA – In November, a small group of FCBC members lead by Doug Chamberlin headed to Corpus Christi, Texas to help with hurricane relief efforts. It was a successful, challenging and inspirational trip for all of those
who travelled south.
Looking Ahead to 2018 and the Future
The Lord has been “nudging” us to increase the second part of our named ministry – Evangelism – since the middle of 2015. We
seek to find a method and means to encourage evangelism among our fellowship. On average, it takes twenty Christians to produce one Disciple each year in America. Some say that this is the norm, and therefore a “good” goal. But if we are all to “make
disciples as we are going” about our daily lives, then perhaps we should not consider an annual 1:20 ratio “good.” It has also been
demonstrated in many parts of the world that the Lord will bring about greater “miracles” in the areas that seem the hardest to
penetrate with the Gospel. With NH at the bottom of the “religiosity” list of the fifty United States, it would seem that we have
become what some are calling an “Unreached People Group – Again.”
Jesus told His disciples, Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full (John
16:24). Ephesians 2:10 tells us, For we are his workmanship (poem and masterpiece), created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God (the Father) prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Psalm 37:4-5 commands us to, Delight yourself in the Lord;
and He will give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord; trust in Him, and He will bring it to pass.

Mission Report cont.
act (do it). Nothing can fill us with joy more than knowing that we are walking (not working) in the works He has prepared for each
of us before time began. May we discover what He is doing, and join Him in the work He has prepared for each of us.
Your Missions & Evangelism Committee will have new leadership this year who will bring a new perspective and fresh ideas for the
Committee to consider. Please join them and the many Christians in NH who are praying and asking the Lord to bring about a
transforming revival and great awakening. And pray that He will show us what He is doing, and give us the wisdom to join Him.
In closing, I wish to praise the Lord for the foundation He has enabled us to lay, and for the expansion of supported Missionaries
and Ministries here at FCBC during the last four years. I want to thank all the Committee Members for their faithful service and
contributions to our collective efforts. I will miss the challenges and fellowship of the Committee, but rejoice as we welcome new
team members and Committee leadership that the Lord has provided in His wisdom. May you continue in a spirit of wisdom and a
unity of heart and mind as you serve Him in more Adventures in Missions and Evangelism. It is a wonderful privilege and blessing
to be allowed to serve Him on a Committee, the primary purpose of which is to fulfill the Great Commission: Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.
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There is a vast difference
between a debt being
forgiven and a debt being
ignored.

Fundamentally, forgiveness is not
about saying something; it is
about doing something.

Without confession we take a
forgivable sin and make it unforgivable.
- Martin Luther
The world forgives those who deserve forgiveness. God forgives those who deserve
condemnation.

When God forgave he
put forward Jesus as a
ransom.
While the world puts limits
on forgiveness, God
forgives without limits.
- Pat Testerman

All conflicts are opportunities for gospel growth.
You can’t become the
person you ought to
be any more than a
barren woman can
have children just by
trying hard.

I destroy my enemies
when I make them my
friends.”

The best testimony to
the truth of the gospel
is the quality of our life
together.

The best way for you
grow in Christ-likeness
is to show
Christ-likeness.

- Abraham Lincoln

There really is nothing
more inconsistent with
new life in Christ than
unforgiveness in the
church.

Good relationships are
built on gospel order of
worshiping God first.

Music Committee Report
Submitted by Sandy Ferno

WORSHIP
CONFERENCE

“... whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” I Cor.10:31.
This has been my main goal this year in leading this important
ministry at FCBC
Last year it was decided to have just a Deacon or Deaconess of
music rather than a whole committee. I have completed one year
with this concept. To say the least it has been a learning curve
with all this means.
Started the year out with a teaching time for praise teams. The
goal was to do at least quarterly but that did not materialize for
various reasons. We offered to pay for anyone wanting to go to
the praise team conference which was in Concord, NH this year.
However only one person took advantage of this opportunity.
No one was found to do a Cantata at Easter this year.
I have assisted in planning music for many services in
conjunction with praise team leaders and Pastors as well as
assisting praise team leaders in finding appropriate singers and
musicians when members needed a break or we not available.
It was decided that I should take over finding hymn leaders for
each service and continue to find pianists for services. I am
thankful for all who have participated in this important ministry.
The dress code for musicians participating in praise teams or
specials in music was redone and handed out to each participant.
A copy is available to anyone who would like to see it. This was
done so that anyone does not call attention to themselves by how
they are dressed when serving in this way.
Youth praise team has led us in song numerous times throughout
the year. The practices have been advised by adult leaders and
Ross Allen. Many youth have become members and /or
participated in the other praise teams as needed and done very
well. We do so appreciate them and their willingness to serve
when needed.

I had the privilege of attending the
"Simply Worship" NNE conference held in
Concord on Saturday 10/28/17 at
Centerpoint church . It was something that
was outside of my comfort zone.
Although I've been involved in worship
music for many years, I have never had
any formal musical training. I am proof
that it is never too late to seek instruction
and training.
The day consisted of a great balance of
worship and practical instruction. There
were three different worship sessions
at 9am ,1pm and 4pm that included three
different worship teams and three different
speakers.
In between the worship sessions were
three different practical labs focused on
your own particular role in the worship
ministry. The labs that I chose were for
voice, music selection, and making the
most of your resources. There were labs
for all aspects of the ministry ranging from
all types of musical instrument instruction
to leadership training and much more.
I would encourage any and all from teens
to retirement age to consider how not only
to serve God's people, but how to serve
more effectively. Look for opportunities
and then jump in.

In Service,
Sandy Ferno
Deaconess of Music

Blessings to you all,
Steve Leclerc
Worship Leader,
2nd Service
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Women Encouraging Women Report
Submitted by Joanne Lowe
This year was an inaugural year for this new facet of Women’s Ministry. We enveloped Threads and the Summer Bible Study
under our umbrella. Our goal is fellowship so that relationships can be built for ladies to minister to each other as God makes the
connections. I serve the women here with my great team of Gail Martinez, Sandy Ferno, and Sylvia McGuire. This year we
opened things with just a get to know you time and some mixing games. Then we served a light breakfast and had a devotional
presented by Martha Testerman. On two separate occasions we has a time of singing our favorite songs/hymns and sharing
together. We took the summer off due to my health issues but we re-started this fall with a basket making class. November and
December are months we take off due to the busy family schedules that women work with so we did not desire to add to the busy
time.
Our goals for the coming year are to have a day “retreat” here for the women which we had to re-schedule from the fall due to
God not bringing in the right speaker for us. Another goal is continue to develop opportunities for women to gather for “girl time”
and minister to each other while doing so. We are open to ideas the women may have and please feel free to share it. Our team
is small which is great but we could use a couple more ladies who have a heart for women so if you find yourself interested I would
love to talk with you.
Looking forward to what God has for the women in 2018.

Floral and Banners report

Social Committee report

Submitted by Denise Leclerc & Becky Flint

Submitted by Denise Leclerc

Hebrews13:15
“Through Him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge His
name.”

Social committee would love to thank the wonderful
servants of the Lord who helped consistently through
the year. We had many who served
in Sunday's coffee, some cleaned up after church,
some set up tables for the elderly, some brought
towels home to wash. We had many people serve at
funerals; thank you also. We had many wonderful
cooks for pot lucks. Great recipes were served and
many desserts were provided on various Sundays and pot lucks. We had many volunteers set up
and decorate, for all functions.

Floral Committee was blessed this year with Becky Flint who
was actively involved. Becky called monthly and served in
setting up tables with tablecloths and decor.
We went shopping to select items to decorate with. We selected some great news banners for the Sanctuary. She was
a blessing to me and has a passion to serve for the Lord in
this area. I am delighted to pass the baton in 2018.

We were also blessed in the Salvation Christmas Tree Project. Even if it was cancelled, it was a blessing to our Committee to be able to enhance the Sanctuary with a salvation
theme. It ministered to so many. Thank you, Sarah Cates and
Mike Beaule, for getting so many small groups to participate.
We hope the decor this year has helped you to reflect and
Praise His Holy Name during time of worship.
God bless,
On the mission field
Denise and Becky

We were blessed with many donations of coffee,
teas, and coffee creams. We couldn't have done it
without your help.
“I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever, with
my mouth will I make known your faithfulness to all
generations.” PSALM 89:1
Blessings, Denise Leclerc

Ladies in Christ
Submitted By Sharon Dehart
We are a group of ladies interested in studying God’s Word and being encouraged by
other women. We continued the study, The Gathering Place, an in depth look at the
Titus 2 principles for women. This study was a continuation from September, 2016.
The remaining chapters we covered in January, 2017 were: Love Your Children, SelfControl, Purity, Working at Home, Kindness, Submission and Why Titus 2.
Many liked this study, but some felt that it was too much work with the study from
Sunday school and this. There was a suggestion that we take a break from studying
and start putting some of what we learned into practice. Over the summer, we prayed
how we should incorporate this or continue with a study and then Pastor Josh had an
idea.
Pastor Josh felt led to bring the Parenting Classes, that we taught years ago, to the
Loudon Elementary School. We discussed having childcare, supply dinner for all
involved, and teach the class on Virtue Based Parenting to be held at the school. We
prayed and asked the church to pray with us as we approached Mrs. Masterson, the
school principal, with the idea.
We had a preliminary meeting with those who wanted to “put into practice what they
had been learning.” It was well attended, and we prayed for God’s guidance with Mrs.
Masterson’s permission and support to use the school. It was determined that Dan
and Sharon DeHart would teach, and Alicen Twardosky, Pastor Josh, Laura, and Dennis
and Heidi Lommen would take the class as possible mentors for the other parents
attending. Wendy and Jillian Heath set up the childcare for elementary aged children,
Caron Schwartz was in charge of the baby childcare, Sue Gagne and Linda Wible
planned the meal schedule, purchased the supplies and lined up the cooks; Francine
Clave was on call for security, Michelle Alford and Dede Planchet were greeters, Carol
and Bob Berger were Hosts at the dinner tables, and a prayer warrior list was
established to cover this project from start to finish and during the class. We had
secured Charlie’s Barn if Mrs. Masterson would not permit us to use the school.
Pastor Josh, Dan and Sharon DeHart went to meet with Mrs. Masterson to present the
entire program and outlines of the virtues and the information we would teach. She
made it clear that we could not teach “God” in the school or she could not promote
the program. She also said that it could be brought up in the class by class members
or if asked we could answer in our honest opinion. Although we had never taught this
parenting class without God, we were hoping to build relationships and have our
mentor families come alongside some of the families from town. Including our
mentors we had 16 attendees, none from the town, but some attendees from our
church and some believers from out of town. Our classes were discussion based with
many mentions of the Lord by class members. Some new parents were encouraged
and learned some ideas and skills from the class content to institute at home.
Each area coordinator recruited their own helpers and we had over 80 people assisting
from praying to cooking meals. It was a wonderful church wide project that displayed
to the community the serving and sharing hearts of our church. It was a huge
encouragement to see husbands and wives, parents and their children, the seniors and
the teens teaming up to make Love for Loudon: Virtue Based Parenting Classes
possible. Thank-you church family. To God Be the Glory!
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Sunday School Superintendent Report
Submitted by Alicen Twardosky

“For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.”
Psalm 95:7
We provided such an instructive selection of adult classes this year: Joshua, Judges, and Ruth by Lifeway,
(Ladies) Embracing God’s Grace: Colossians/Philemon by E. George, Every Man a Warrior by L. Berger, Gideon by P. Shirer, and a membership class that brought seven new members to our congregation!
Junior and Senior High studied their Bibles through Lifeway’s Joshua, Judges and Ruth, and in the fall, Exodus and Leviticus. The Pre K – 5th classes made use of the Answers Bible Curriculum for all of this year to
coincide with what they were studying in Bible Explorers, maximizing their retention of the material and
learning how to apply it to life.
In the fall we started the execution of five class modules lasting six weeks each with a potluck breakfast occupying the each seventh week. We have had two breakfasts so far (one being last spring), of which have
been attended tremendously well.
The first classes to kick off the fall semester were: (Ladies) None Like
Him by J. Wilkin, Conversational Apologetics, Developing Lay Elders,
and One 2 One Discipleship.
After our second potluck breakfast, we began a new session of classes: Christ, Children & Public School, Holiness, Theology of Heaven
and Praying Life. We also held a second membership class. They are
still in their process but we are hopeful for new members early in the
new year. * For all of you statistic followers out there, we averaged
about 121 students per Sunday.
I really want to send out a HUGE thank you to those who volunteer
their time tirelessly to prepare for classes (in no particular order): Tim & Kim Brown, Jim Batchelder, Jennie
Steinhauser, Bill & Kathleen Allen, Ken Duguay, Pam Newhook, Caron Schwartz, Jillian Heath, Gail Martinez,
Pastor Pat Testerman, Pastor Josh Owens, Rebekah Allen, Dede Planchet, Heidi Lommen, Jen Duarte, Andrew & Kristi Button, Jen Batchelder, Wendy Heath, Scott & Colby Hammond, Mike Beaule, Sandy Ferno,
John Gorham, Jen Wilson, and certainly Christian Allen, Caitlynn Hammond and Rebekah Lommen, the
youth assistants! What a beautiful example of the body of Christ working together! It has been such a
pleasure to serve you! Humbly and purely by God’s grace, Alicen Twardosky

Did you know?

Pastor Josh Top Teen Reads 2017
Every Falling Star: The True Story of How I
Survived and Escaped North Korea
By Sung-ju Lee
Is a true account of Sung-Ju Lee, whose parents ran afoul
of the North Korean dictatorship, leaving the boy to fend
for himself in a milieu of gangs and garbage dumps. The
account is gritty but ultimately redemptive. Recommended
for 15+ due to violence and character issues. Read with
your teen for discussion.

Running For My Life: One Lost Boy’s
Journey from the Killing Fields of Sudan to
the Olympic Games By Lopez Lomong
My mom bought this book on vacation and couldn’t put it down.
It is a hard read in the beginning, but a rewarding read about
perseverance and passion. It is not your typical sports story, as
it begins in a world far removed from ours—a country with a
ferocious civil war in which he is taken by rebels at 6 years old..
Great book to encourage teens in their faith, thankfulness, and
appreciation for our blessings in this country. My
recommendation is for Teens 15+ because of violence and
difficult themes at beginning.

This Changes Everything By Jaquelle Crowe
This Changes Everything is for teens written by a teen! It is a
handy guidebook for young people setting out on their
Christian journey. Jaquelle challenges teens today who might
be raised in serious, theologically sound families and churches
and yet miss the point. That is, they see life as a mountain to
climb or a beach to be enjoyed, with Christianity as something
to carry along in their backpack.

Evidence Not Seen: A Woman’s
Miraculous Faith in the Jungles of World
War II.
By Darlene Deibler Rose
I read this for the first time in 10th grade. Each time I get my
hands on a copy, I end up giving it away. Darlene Deibler
was the first woman missionary to Macassar, an island in the
East Indies. Her and her husband eventually find themselves
as prisoners of war to the Japanese. It is a story of remarkable
faith and trust in God. I loved it because it was the first book I
read outside the Bible that showed God still works in mighty
ways. I thank God for my church history teacher who made
me pick a “random” book out of a stack for a book report!
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12 Ways Your Phone
Is Changing You

12 Ways Your Phone Is Changing
You is thoughtful book
reminding us that technologies
are not value neutral. They
come with an impact. Within
the past 2 weeks, major
stakeholders in Apple are now
asking, to consider “At what
cost?” The concerns identified
by these stakeholders are
intellectual, psychological, and
moral. There is now available
data that teenagers and

children are becoming
addicted in ways that impact
their intelligence, their
psychological well-being, and
their moral judgments. Tony
Reinke does not villainize
smartphones or iPads. He
wants to discuss the changes
(both good and bad) and help us
cultivate wise thinking and
healthy habits in the digital age.

youth ministry report
Submitted by Jim Batchelder
Once again I find myself trying to summarize a year of “Youth Ministry” that flew by so fast a report will not do it justice. In this
attempt to document what your prayers and resources supported many things will be left out but I pray the highlights will bring
God the Glory. It is also important to thank you all for allowing us to partner in the battle for the hearts and minds of our youth.
(Proverbs 11:14)
Let me begin by listing some of the wonderful people that God has gifted and utilized to minister to the youth of FCBC. (Proverbs
15:22) Michelle Alford, Bill Allen, Ross Allen, Tim Brown, Colby Hammond, Connor Heath, Wendy Heath, Jenn Jones, Rachel
Planchet, Jennie Steinhauser, Alicen Twardosky, and new to our team this year Heidi Lommen, Jen Wilson, Jillian Heath, Steve and
Kerith Muzzey. Connor Heath and Jenn Steinhauser are taking a break from the weekly responsibilities but no doubt continue
their ministry in a less formal role. The FCBC Youth are also supported by all those that do so many things behind the scenes;
Prayer, snacks, transportation, SURV project support, Race Track Clean Up, and all the things I do not know about. (But Wendy
does)
Our teaching times included the 5 “Solas”, Galatians and now we a working through Ephesians. Our Youth heard from youth
leader, Pastor Josh, Pastor Pat, Pastor Nate as well as a panel of Youth Group alumni each of whom challenged them to grow in
their relationship with Christ and to live out their faith.
The team that God put together is a blessing that continues to “wow” me as I watch God work in our Youth of all ages. It is a joy to
see new youth join the praise team, play gaga for the first time, work as a Team on a SURV project, attend Snow Camp, participate
in Worthy and interact with folks their own age that love Jesus. It is also a comfort to know our future leaders are being guided by
the Testermans’ and the Twardoskys’ in a continuation of a small group started by Pastor Josh. The Allens’ are hosting a group of
middle school young men at their home and as I mentioned earlier there are other “youth ministries” going on as these people live
out their faith. Please let them know how much you appreciate their care for a group of very special people that God loves. Mark
10:14-16

Children’s Ministry Report
Submitted by Rebekah Allen
Children’s Ministry Director Report
We now have 12 (Adults and Teens) that minister to the children In Bible Explorers and 7 who minister in Sunday School on Sunday Mornings. We are continuing to use the Answers Bible Curriculum to teach the children God’s Word and help them apply it to
their lives. Since we are only using one curriculum between the two ministries we have more time for prayer and scripture
memory. Please continue to pray for these ministries especially the children’s spiritual health. Thank you to all who serve!!

Faith Games. This was a great three evenings for our church family to have fellowship with food, games, singing and God ’s
Word. We had 70 volunteers who served. We had over 70 people + volunteers each evening in attendance. We were able to
raise $2000 to divide between the Loudon PD fund, Loudon Food Pantry, Loudon Elementary Kitchen, and the Loudon Beach Reno
project. Thank you to all the volunteers and those who gave generously.

Throughout the year we have tried to be a blessing to the residents at the Richard Brown House in Loudon. We have served them
two meals and had a caroling singalong. These have been great times of fellowship. Thank you to all who have helped in these
events.
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New youth leader: Heidi Lommen

Two years ago I stepped down from my service roles in
the church and homeschool community and was
Nursery report
convicted to focus more on my role as the main
Submitted by Laura Owens
discipler of my daughters. I believe God led me to that
Giggles, sweet coos, tickling toes, pudgy fingers,
decision. Two years later, God nudged me to consider
first steps, exploring on hands and knees, puppet serving through Youth Group. I did not respond right
shows, banging drums, and Bible stories are a few away, but asked God to open those doors if that was
ways to describe this past year in the nursery. The what He wanted. When I approached Jim about
nursery staff is so pleased and honored to care for helping out with the Youth Group, he did not hesitated,
multiple families with infants up to four years
but welcomed me on board. Wait! What? Of course,
old. Our goal is to come alongside the families of there was a process, but God had paved the
FCBC to nurture each child in a caring and loving
way. Although service takes sacrifice—time and
environment. When given the opportunity, we are energy—God has shown me the blessings that far
privileged to share Bible stories with the older
outweigh those sacrifices. Just last week, He showed
children and happy to sing while rocking the
me the willingness of 4 young girls who took time out of
infants. Overall, it has been a year filled with new their Saturday to make Christmas cookies and then to
faces and growth in the nursery. Thank you,
serve their homemade treats and dinner to the
parents, for trusting our staff to watch over the
homeless and less fortunate of Concord. I love the
treasures that God has entrusted to you.
verse in 1 Timothy 4:12: “Don’t let anyone look down
on you because you are young, but set an example for
the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and
Our mission is to see
in purity.”
every Christ follower

a disciple;
every mature Christ
follower
a disciple maker.

Partner; 2017
Don’t Pioneer Faith in
community
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In early 2016, Josh Owens encouraged me to think about how FCBC can help equip attendees to
view work through a biblical lens. After several weeks and months, we decided to create a “Work as
Worship” time where I interviewed FCBC attendees about how they worship God through their
work.
The conversations with Josh were incredibly convicting to me because so often I have a Denniscentric view of work (e.g., Am I happy?) versus a God-centric view of work (e.g., Am I using the gifts
I interviewed Rebekah
Lommen in January to
discuss how she is
worshipping God through
soccer.

We did not have many
Work as Worship sessions
in 2017 due to scheduling
challenges and my lack of
focus and intentionality in
this area.
I plan to start back up in
January 2018. I am
interviewing Paula Jordan
on Sunday, January 7.
Even though I still have a
long way to go to
consistently view work as
worship, I am better than
I was at the beginning of
2017.

Some of the benefits of Work
as Worship include:


Getting to know different
people in our church



Encouraging the congregation to think about work
biblically



Challenging the interviewee
to view work biblically



Continuing to live a Godcentric life instead of selfcentric

No matter what I or any of
the interviewees say, we
need to know what the Bible
says and what God wants us
to do. We need to be like the
Bereans in Acts 17:11, “Now
the Berean Jews were of
more noble character than
those in Thessalonica, for
they received the message
with great eagerness and
examined the
Scriptures every day to see if
what Paul said was true.”
It was a pleasure to serve
FCBC in this capacity, and I
look forward to the
interviews in 2018!
For His glory,
Dennis Lommen

Work as worship
An interview with Shirley McMechen
What inspired you to become a teacher?

Technology is a wonderful tool, but it impedes many
things. I’ve seen the digital connectivity reduce the
ability and desire students have of relating
to others at the school. Students have less
ability to give the attention necessary to
engage with another person. Technology
has also had a negative side effect in
helping young people share their thoughts.
You can plagiarize anything today.

If you would have asked me if I would ever be a
teacher, I would have said, “No way!” I
came from a poor family with not many
opportunities. I only planned on going
to college for two years to get a
business degree, but Dr. Bean changed
my direction in life when he told me,
“You’d be a great teacher.”

What do you wish more people
knew about teaching?

What is the value of Christian education?

Teaching is all consuming. You never go home at
night and leave your job there. It’s not just the
papers to grade and lesson planning, it is an inner
motivation to be a life-long learner yourself.

As a teacher of literature, I have never taught a
book for the sole purpose of forming an opinion
about the book. Instead, I have wanted to teach
students to filter what they read and watch through
the lens of the Bible. I got to challenge students by
asking them, “What would you have done? How
would you have counseled this
character? What does Scripture
say about their situation?”

What is it like to be retired?

Honestly, it’s tough. I miss the interaction with the
kids. It was a privilege to
minister to 70 students per
day. Now I’m trying to change
my perspective so that I can
see that 1 person God put in
my life as important as the 70
students that used to be built
into my normal day. God is
stretching me to wait and
follow him as he leads me into
new ministries. The
temptation of a new retiree is
to fill your schedule with all that you could do.
However, fulfillment is not busyness. So I’m
learning to listen more to God’s leading so I don’t fill
my time with things that aren’t meaningful to God’s
glory.

How have you mentored
students?
I intentionally integrated
journaling as part of my
assignments. Students were
more likely to share intimate
struggles with you through their
journaling that they would never say to your face.
So we would write back and forth through the
journals. It is fascinating to see all the ways you can
disciple someone.
What current trends in teaching do you
find troubling?
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Partner; 2017
Faith in
Don’t Pioneer action

SMALL GROUP - Big benefit
SO, JESUS HAS DISCOVERED YOU...OR REDISCOVERED!
What are you going to do now
with this “Gift”? Jesus
challenges us, no, He
commands us, to share it with
others! We are also challenged
in the Bible to assemble in his
honor and are rewarded by his
presence when we do so. “For
where two or three are
gathered in my name, there
am I among them.” Matthew
18:20. While not a Biblical
saying, there is “strength in
numbers”, and our prayers,
words and actions have an
impact on everyone whom we
come in contact with and
many we never see or hear
about. A small group of like-minded disciples, even with differing opinions, can study and learn to apply scripture and biblical
reasoning to all life’s struggles, occasions and celebrations.
My, or should I say, “our” introduction to small group happened less than a year ago! Having started regular attendance at Faith
Community Bible Church, my wife, Monika and I, were unaware of what it meant to be a church member, let alone involvement in
committees; prayer meetings; Bible studies; worship team; business meetings and specific small groups.

FIRST THINGS FIRST
Our first “immersion” was in attendance of membership class, which knowing what we now know, should be retitled “Membership
Small Group”. Although an outline was used, the small group of class members often engaged in various productive discussions,
generally starting in context with the lesson being presented, but often ending on a different subject with many contributing to the
conversation. This unplanned small group exchange of thoughts and ideas led to a hastening of friendship, fraternity and ultimately to Faith Family.
Our church leadership having witnessed and been
party to these
“organic” discussions
were led to offer the
couples in attendance the opportunity
to immediately form
a “marriage” small
group.
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SMALL group - Cont.

Every Monday “Small Group”
questions are posted on the
website. These questions that
are there help with the
application of the message you
heard on Sunday.

DO WE NEED IT?
While Monika and I were unsure that we needed “counseling” we agreed to
participate. After our first meeting it was plain to see that we needed small group
to bolster us spiritually. Having other Christ-minded couples in an informal,
comfortable setting led to easier commitment to tasks, accountability for action
and to the achievement of goals. This specific small group and the curriculum we
chose helped us form a deeper understanding of the need for Christ’s love in a
marriage and as a serendipity came a great love for the group. A “takeaway” from
this: for a successful marriage there is a requirement for (what I call) a “love
triangle”: You, your spouse and Jesus Christ! Recommendation: If you are
married…you need this small group!

“and let us consider how to stimulate one
another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the
habit of some, but encouraging one another;
and all the more as you see the day drawing
near.“
Hebrews 10:24-25

CALLING ALL MEN
Also, if male (sorry ladies), you should consider men’s Bible study
(alternating Wednesday mornings at 6:30 am at FCBC).
This small group, led currently by Pastor Testerman, has
been going over the same books of the Bible that are
being presented through the Sunday sermons. This leads
to an even greater understanding of the Book being
presented. Sometimes the discussions are of upcoming
chapters, occasionally chapters already covered; always
insightful and often intriguing as we take time to delve
into some of the mysteries of the Word.
The Apostles rarely traveled alone. They, at minimum,
were paired. Most often they were in small groups! So
please join one or more small groups…even ones outside
your comfort zone. No matter the title of the small
group, the goal is to worship and honor God in
everything. You will enjoy the benefits of having your
brothers and sisters in Christ at your side, while discipling
each other in preparation to follow our greatest
commandment. You cannot be (an active) Christian
alone!

There is only One who can lean on His Own understanding and He has been
eternally triune! This Trinity was very the first small group!
Submitted by Chip Davis

The language of tears

Grief Team
Submitted by Caron Schwartz
Last year at our annual business meeting Pastor Josh
stated the need to form a committee that would help
those struggling with the loss of a love one. A group of us
came together and discussed what and how we could
reach and minister to these individuals. Pastor also
mentioned the possibility of some formal classes on grief
at some point. This would allow the individual servers to
incorporate a solid head knowledge with their present and
willing heart knowledge. Grieving is a very long, painful,
process!! The loss of one’s most treasured relationship
goes way beyond the ripping of one’s heart. The
individual needs to process that loss which takes two,
three, or more years before one can see evidence of
healing. Out team consists of people that have lost either
a spouse, a child, miscarriage, and divorce. Some of the
team have experienced multiple losses. Our team is in the
infancy stages and our desire is to grow and be used of
God however He leads. Our outreach may consist of a
simple phone call, a card expressing love and care, a
breakfast meal or dinner with the hurting individual, or a
simple text reminding them that “Because of this Easter
holiday, we have the certainty that we will walk side by
side with our departed husbands AGAIN!!!!” We have had
multiple losses in our church this current year and the one
before. We would encourage anyone who would like to
serve in this way to speak with either Pastors or myself. I
encourage everyone that knows of someone grieving to
remember how lengthy and painful the process may be.
Remain patient with them and offer your prayers along
with some small act of kindness. It’s so amazing when we
reach out to love others how the Lord sends it right back
to us!
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“when someone you
love has died, it’s

as
if a hurdle has
been placed
between you
and every
person you
know, and that

hurdle stays in place
until your loss has
been acknowledged in
some way.”

“Really, you just have
to show up and say

little.

Don’t be the

fix-it person and don’t
explain their suffering.
What they need more
than someone with a
lot of words is
someone entering into
their hurting world
for the long
of grief.”

haul

Partner;

Faith Community Bible

2017
Don’t Pioneer discipleship
reports

DISCIPLESHIP
Joshua W. Newhook
FCBC Discipleship Experience for Annual Report 2017
My journey in discipleship began in 2016. I had desired to be discipled by someone for quite some time, especially after my
experience at Snow Camp with the youth group in that winter. During that weekend, the speaker offered us several challenges
for the coming year, one of which was finding a mentor. That summer, about the same time we were going over the book of
Titus as a church, Pastor Josh arranged for me to start meeting with a member of our church body, Dennis Lommen.
But I wanted to do more. I felt called to serve other people my own age. By God’s direction, I accepted an invitation to join
Wednesday Night Discipleship with other high-school-age kids that same fall. There, I was given even more opportunity to grow
and serve others, both inside and outside of the church.
Yet there was still one thing missing. Although I was being mentored by someone and had the weekly accountability of peers, I
longed to impact younger kids (returning to my comment on Snow Camp 2016, I had also written down a goal after my
experience: “[To] bring up new teens in church/youth group.”). While I had not been actively seeking a chance to help young
people this year, an opportunity presented itself and I felt called to fulfill God’s plan once again, by co-leading a youth
discipleship group.
Despite my many faults and poor qualification, it is amazing how rewarding discipleship can be, especially in the context of
blessing others with the wisdom of the Word of God. As I was recently saying to a friend, there is a peace that passes all
understanding that I am overcome by when I teach and disciple others for God’s glory.
For those who may be considering discipling someone, I urge you to remember that it is a privilege, not work. One must
remember that it is a blessing to be part of God’s work; let us not make it seem like a burden. No matter how little or how much
time you invest in someone else’s life, God will work out the details. I have been navigating a heavy workload and a busy
schedule this year, but when I put Christ’s work first, everything else has fallen into place.
Discipleship is an excellent way to get to know fellow Christians and care for their needs, as well as develop as a Christ-follower.
Let God use you in a marvelous way by making yourself available to start discipling someone today!

1-2-1 Bible Reading
Margie Klancnik
My name is Marge Klancnik and I am 84 years old. I have Macular Degeneration which means it is very hard for me to see and
read print on paper without high magnification. I have been attending FCBC since moving to Loudon in 2008. This year a dear
dear lady, Kathy Sutphen has been coming to my apartment once a week to read me the bible. I have listened to the bible many
times on my “Go Bible” but I can’t ask a recorder questions. I can ask Kathy all the questions I want and I love learning all that the
Bible has to teach me with her help! So far my favorite stories have been Joseph in Genesis and Daniel at the furnace.
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FAITH GAMES
Submitted by Francine Clave

What God is teaching me...
I loved doing Faith Games theses past two years.
Love, love, love it! So what lessons am I learning?
When I am using the gifts God has given me I experience a
sense of this is what he made me for. There is no struggle
when I am in the gift zone AND serving! I feel confidence,
happiness, use-fullness, fulfilled and just like Chariots of
Fire, I feel his pleasure. I have the gifts of organization,
paying attention to detail, I like responsibility and I like
doing things right. I don't always succeed but I like
trying. There is nothing like using the talents and gifts he
gave me to glorify Him!
This year I was blessed with a new and less pleasant
lesson. HOWEVER much I still feel like I am 25 years old
(at least between my ears) I find myself asking who stole
my energy when I wasn't looking? This years Faith Games
taught me plenty about my own aging. What I thought
would never happen to ME or was SO far off it didn't
matter, is now near and clear and absolutely matters. I
can not ignore it anymore, or fudge my way past the fact I
am "older." And that my energy and strength are no
longer matching up with my desires.
The bible says there is nothing new under the sun....
But I say this business of getting old is new to me! I see I
have a lot to learn how about how to face up to and
navigate aging in a Godly way. I also see a big doses of
humility coming to me in the process. Please God let me
do this well. Help me transition into the discoveries of old
age in a positive way, with wise eyes, the ability to see
new gifts and continued usefulness to you. You are
faithful Father and I want to be too. Please teach me
how.

If Jesus can forgive sin,
then He can call sinners to
follow him.

Since Jesus alone forgives sin, we must
follow him completely.
Jesus is not anti-anyone as long as

The WORST sinners can
make the BEST saints by the
grace of God.
Our biggest problem is
not outside of us, but
inside of us.
It’s NOT “those who help
themselves” whom God
helps; it’s those who
HUMBLE themselves.

we are not pro-ourselves.

Christ was not
just another
signpost, but
the destination
to which all the
signposts had
led.

When God reverses the
worldly order of things, make
sure you’re on the underside.

We might not all be called to
be missionaries, but we are
all called to be a witness.

The most desired guest
comes in the form of the most
vulnerable stranger.

“PRIDE is the greatest enemy;
HUMILITY our greatest friend.”
-John Stott

The essence our spiritual
blindness is that we don’t
realize how deeply we need to
be redeemed

The best service is that which is
GIVEN, not EXHCHANGED.
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Misconception #1

Misconception #2

Beverages:
Let's face it, alcohol is a controversial issue
I work and don't have time to prepare a meal
...but it doesn't have to be.
before people come over.
Keep it simple. Don't have it as an option. Be
Host on the weekend rather than a week night
creative with seltzer water, fruit, juice and water.
and it doesn't have to be lengthy. Set a time limit
And there is always a place for tea and coffee.
from the beginning.
 Minimal dinner guests: Plan a meal that is
Misconception #3
able to be prepared in advance requiring
My house is too small.
minimal set up right beforehand
No it's not. Invite accordingly. And if it is nice
 Large amount of dinner guests: potluck. If you
out, have it outside. If it is cleanliness you are
are nervous about dietary restrictions, ask but concerned about, stick with wiping down/
don't feel obligated to indulge. Let them know organizing obvious areas: Baths, kitchens, main
you will do your best. Most people will tell you seating area, entry way. Stock the bath with a
and even bring their own
hand soap, clean hand towel, and toilet paper.
accommodations now.

HOSPITALITY

Misconception #4

Awkward silences.
It is okay to not fill every quiet moment with
words. At times you would like to talk, think up
some stories to tell or play a game that spurs on
conversation.

Misconception #5

I don't have time to plan.
In this case, planning is not everything. The
outcome of many gatherings have been beautiful
because of last minute! There was no stress to
plan or expectations set so it usually comes out
better than anticipated. Smorgasbords are great
for this! People work well last minute these days.
Try it and see!

Misconception #6

I don't have what is needed.
Borrow from friends, making sure items are labeled for easy and prompt return, in same
condition or better but never worse (replace it instead)! They will ask the same of you someday.
Seek ideas from others if you are not creative, or utilize the resources online such as Pinterest.

ALL IN GIRLS CONFERENCE

“Mom, I just wish that I could do real ministry now! I know I’m meant to be a speaker, but I hate that I have to wait until I grow
up!” This was a feeling that I had experienced for a few years, struggling with the culture’s ideas related to age. I had a vision for
my future, but I had no patience left in me to sit around and wait to grow to the age when it would be acceptable for me to act
upon it. At the age of fifteen, I expected my big ideas to be ignored, but I was wrong. My mom answered my dilemma by asking,
“Well, why don’t you, Tori? Go ahead and host a conference!” Surprised at her response, I started to wonder if it was such a good
idea. “But, I don’t know how! How can you just give me the okay and expect me to be able do it?” The answer was simple: find a
mentor and try. Carol Owen walked me through the steps of writing a message and everyone at FCBC supported me with
encouragement, prayers, and even offering to volunteer. No one “looked down on me because of [my] youth.” (1 Timothy 4:12)
After a couple of months of planning, Jillian Heath, Rachel Planchet, and I had our first “All In” girls’ conference at Rusty’s Barn. We
all really enjoyed it and decided to continue, annually. After the third one, though, we couldn’t wait a whole year to do it again! So,
for the moment, All In is a bi-annual event.
As female youth group alumni, we have heard the phrase “God is in the details” so many times that we don’t take the time to think
about it anymore. But for those involved in this ministry, that truth holds a lot of weight. I have
never lost a sense of wonder at God’s evident hand in this ministry. Every year, in every area, He
answers many, many prayers in miraculous ways. He shows us clearly how amazing He is, and
how involved He is in our little lives. We don’t spend much time humanly manufacturing what
we would like the day to look like or what we would like the outcome to be. We never even
know when the next conference will be until the Lord starts burning a flame in our hearts for a
new message. When that happens in one of us, though, we have full confidence that He is doing
the same work in the heart of the other. When our plans don’t work out, we no longer fear
because we know Who is in control. This is His ministry - not ours. He will keep it going and He
will take care of all the details that matter. It is only during and after the actual conference that
we figure out God’s big-picture plan. We are unceasingly in awe of how well the puzzle pieces fit
together. It is evident that we all have the same Holy Spirit, at the same time possessing
different gifts. If we choose to listen and surrender to His guiding, He uses our individual gifts for
His universal mission. Ministry is what we were made for. This is what brings us joy - being used
by God and watching Him transform lives. Most of the time, that’s just what we do - watch - as
He does all the hard work.
Trust, fear, reverence, obedience, forgiveness - these are some of the fundamental truths that we dissect in our messages at All In.
The point is not to reap fleeting, emotional revival. We are not here to encourage you for the weekend. We can see God at work
breaking down the walls of false thinking regarding His character and
godly living, in order to build sound doctrine in the hearts of young
people.We see girls making connections with each other. We hear
testimonies of those who have understood God’s love for the first time.
And in relationships with the girls, we witness conversion and
transformation that could not make us feel any more satisfied. This is our
passion - people, truth, and our Great God - and we are encouraged to
have the blessing of FCBC, giving us wings in this ministry.

Join us again in January for our next conference, and then be ready soon
after for weekly fellowship in Bible study!
Tori Stratton
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How we worship: The whole Christian life
every sunday

Youth Sunday

Submitted by Joshua Owens

A well planned worship service is a tremendous blessing to
those who participate in it. A well-planned worship
service is not necessarily one in which a screen is never
wrong, a microphone never buzzes, or the sermon doesn’t
go long. Rather a well-planned service one whose
elements have been carefully prayed over and planned to
fulfill God’s purposes for the gatherings of the local
church.
What is the goal of a church service?
Many churches struggle questioning the primary purpose
of our worship services. Is it mainly to praise God, to edify
believers, or to reach the lost? Theologically, we are on
good foundation if we say the primary thing is the glory of
God because all of life is to be for the glory of God (1 Cor.
10:31). Subsequently, we believe building up the flock by
feeding on the gospel is the next priority. We think that
FCBC church members will see more unbelievers while
they are scattered during the week than we could ever
gather on a Sunday morning no matter how many services
we offered. So our services are weighted towards our
saints to equip them to do the work of the ministry that
they see during the week. However, we expect and
welcome non-Christians to attend and get converted
through our services (1 Cor. 14).
How does this impact the planning we have in
the worship service?
This is a fundamental question to all we try to do in the
worship service. We want everything to have its
justification in Scripture. Everything from the call to
worship (Ps. 95:6) to singing a hymn as we go out (Matt.
26:30).
We are trying to accomplish a lot of different obediences
to the Bible of what people do when they worship
together in a very short time. So, our services are planned
to have the whole of the Christian life so that what
believers get is not just what they need on Sunday, but
every day as well.

Isaac
When I agreed to preach on Youth
Sunday, I wasn’t sure what I
wanted to preach about. I had a few
ideas, but I wasn’t sure if they
would work well. When I met with
Josh the first time, he told me that I
should preach on something that
was close to my heart, such as
something that I was learning in my
quiet time or something that I
struggled with. So I decided to talk
about anger. After I chose which
chapter I would preach on, I began
writing the sermon. I am thankful
for the help Josh offered. I would
never have been able to write what
I did without his input. Though it
was hard work to prepare for
preaching on youth Sunday, it was
one of the most rewarding things I
have ever done.

Spurgeon’s 10 tips for a deep
and effective prayer life

Continued...

How we worship: The whole Christian
life every sunday
Why do we plan the worship services?

Spurgeon knew the power of prayer and his
need for prayer. When asked the secret of
his influential preaching ministry, Spurgeon
frequently responded, “My people pray for
me.” The following tips and quotes on praying come from a new volume called Encouraged to Pray: Classic Spurgeon Sermons on
Prayer.

1. Be specific in your asking
2. You must pray in faith
3. Fight distractions that keep you from
prayer.
4. Pray the promises of God
5. Don’t give up in prayer—keep
praying

6. Regularly confess your sins
7. Don’t worry about praying eloquent
prayers
8. When we don’t feel like praying,
pray for help
9. Cultivate a grateful heart
10. Pray big prayers

Some confusion occurred this year over the service
planning. We worked hard to clear up any unintended
misunderstandings. I think the best way to under stand
why we plan is to compare a traditional gym like Planet
Fitness to what occurs at a Crossfit gym. In a traditional
gym, everyone comes in to do their own thing—leg
presses, running, bench press, etc. It is really individual
focused. A traditional church might have the choir, the
children, the pastor each do their own thing. If it happens
to give together—great! But our order of service has
become more like a Crossfit gym where we come together
to help each other very deliberately.
Why do we have service leaders?
By having more men lead the service, we have desired to
train men to lead worship. If all that we are doing on a
Sunday morning is reflective of a normal Christian life,
then we are now training men to lead the normal
Christian life in their home.
Having more men in the pulpit also exposes FCBC to our
elders or potential elders. It helps the church see their
shepherds, know their voice, sense their care, trust their
leadership, and follow their spiritual example.
Bill Allen said about service leading, “There is no more
impactful way to learn than to prepare to teach and share
with others.”

In New England, we are crazed about our superstar
number 12. Our love for celebrities can even be seen in
our politics—our President is known for his TV personality
without ever serving in a political office. We have to work
against some of our cultural tendencies of personality
cults. Therefore, seeing multiple men helps us to follow
the Word of the Lord more than the Messenger of the
Lord. We think you can grow more in your love and
following of Christ if you are not following a sole
personality.
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“Jesus didn’t come out of the blue, but
out of God’s blueprint.”

Are you enduring a religion or are
you enjoying a relationship?

It’s Christ in me that makes the difference,
not me in a different set of circumstances.
The main problem in a person’s life is
never their suffering; it’s their sin.
“You can’t call Jesus Lord without declaring yourself his slave.”
-Kyle Idleman
All confessions need a submission

Jesus doesn’t just deliver
you from storms, but
Sin brought a debt; the
through storms.”
cross purchased a
redemption. Sin brought
enmity; the cross brought
Faith culminates in
peace. Sin created a gulf
submitting to God’s
between God and man; the
power and God’s
cross bridged it. Sin
plan.
brought death; the cross
brought life.
Your faith can be weak,
it can be failing, it can be small, but if it connects to Jesus it can move mountains.

The main reason people
don’t find Jesus is not
because they have too
little faith but because
they have too much
pride.
God’s timing
tests our faith.

No one debates
whether Jesus was a
human, but you
certainly begin a debate
when you say Jesus is God

Salary packages
Missions

c. Proposed 2017 Budget
d. Board Deacons & Deaconesses
e. Nominations




Music committee became Deaconess of Music with no committee
Rich Planchet voted in as Elder
Officers and committee members



04/02

06/25

07/10

09/17
12/03

12/17

Other business
a. Proposed use of Parsonage (now known as Ministry House)
b. Pay down of mortgage $5000.00
c. Mission & Evangelism update
Church Business Meeting
 Constitutional Amendments
a. Ushering & Greeting
b. Trustee Board
c. Board Christian Education
 Membership
a. Fernando & Bernadette Mancini
Church Business Meeting
 Membership
a. Pablo & Jen Duarte
b. Andrew & Kristi Button
 Scott Hammond joined the Trustee Board
 George Hunton joined the Technology Committee
Church Business Meeting
 Dana Fisher joined the Building & Grounds Committee
 Trustees authorized to borrow up to $170,000.00 to complete Geothermal
 Announcement of the anonymous donation to pay off the remaining balance of the
mortgage in the amount of $14,000.00.
Church Business Meeting
 Fernando & Bernadette Mancini join the Deacon Caring Board
Church Business Meeting
 Constitutional Amendments
a. Board of Christian Education
b. Music Committee
 Membership
a. Kim Edgren
Church Business Meeting
 Membership
a. Don & Becky Flint
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CLERK REPORT




Submitted by
Alicen Twardosky,
Church Clerk

Summary of Business Meetings Held

01/28 Annual Business Meeting
 State of the church address
a. Grief within the church
b. SALT Meetings meeting our church where it is needed.
c. Introduced a Pastor “On-Call” phone number
d. Praying Life seminar
e. Locking doors during services
 Acceptance/approval of submitted 2016 reports.
a. Church officers
b. Treasurer’s Report

Meaningful Membership
My husband and I have been church-goers for many years. The membership class at FCBC took what we
thought we knew about church membership and flipped everything on its head.
We thought that membership was about how the church could help us (typical ME generation thoughts), but
we learned during the class how much the church actually depends on us and our service. Each person is a
vital member.
When we became members of FCBC, we were not joining a clique or a club, we became fellow
laborers for the Lord through the local church.
~ Andrew & Kristi Button

Fernando & Bernadette
Mancini, April

Andrew & Kristi Button, June

Pablo & Jenifer Gaeb-Duarte, June
Kim Edgren, December

Don & Becky Flint, December

IN LOVING MEMORY
“Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.”
~ Psalm 116:15 ~

Tim Russell

Roy Perlmutter

1952 - 2017

1949-2017

Jack Earle
1938-2017

Preston Lawrance Jr.

Joan “Joni” Terry

1949-2017

1951-2017
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2017 FCBC MEMBERSHIP
Submitted by Alicen Twardosky

Alford, Michelle
Allen, Bill
Allen, Brock
Allen, Kathleen
Allen, Rebekah
Allen, Ross
Allen, Ross, E.
Allen, Samantha

DeHart, Dan
DeHart, Lillian
DeHart, Sharon
Gaeb-Duarte, Jenifer
Duarte, Pablo
Duguay, Floretta
Duguay, Ken
Earle, Frances

Heath, Jillian
Heath, Wendy
Hibbard, Irene
Hilton, Ann
Hilton, Dave
Hilton, Tom
Hough, Chris
Hough, Phyllis

Mancini, Bernadette
Mancini, Fernando
Martinez, Gail
McCormick, Dianne
McMechen, Ralph
McMechen, Shirley
Meserve, Kathy
Mitchell, Donald

Stevens, Jenn
Stevens, Tom, Jr.
Stevens, Tom, Sr.
Testerman, Hana *
Testerman, Holly
Testerman, Martha
Testerman, Pat
Twardosky, Alicen

Andrus, Brenda
Batchelder, Jennifer
Batchelder, Jim
Beaule, Michael
Beaule, Sandy
Beaule, Sonya
Berger, Bob
Berger, Carol
Boon, Dawn
Boon, Patrick

Edgren, Kim
Emerson, Mac
Fahy, Mark
Farnham, Linda
Ferno, Gordon
Ferno, Sandy
Fisher, Dana
Fisher, Kathleen
Flint, Becky
Flint, Don

Huizing, B.J.
Hunton, Alex
Hunton, Ben
Hunton, Emily
Hunton, George
Hunton, Linda
Jones, Jennifer
Jones, Shawn
Jordan, Paula
Jordan, Rick

Moore, Louise
Moore, Ronald
Moore, Terri
Morrill, Robin
Muzzey, Kerith
Muzzey, Steven
Newhook, Joshua *
Newhook, Pam
Newhook, Wayne
O’Brien, Melissa

Twardosky, Tim
Wible, Linda
Wible, Ray
Wilson, Jennifer
York, Danny
York, Jen
Zarges, David
Zarges, Debbie

Brown, Kim
Brown, Tim
Burley, Diane
Burley, Richard
Button, Andrew
Button, Kristi
Chagnon, Patricia
Chamberlin, Doug
Chamberlin, Sue

Fox, Deb
Ford, Betty
Gaeb, Jack
Gaeb, Robin
Gagne, Sue
Gagne, Tom
Gorham, John
Gorham, Sue
Hammond, Colby

Kilman, Cara
Kilman, Ernie
Klancnik, Margaret
Lankhorst, Dana
Lankhorst, Janet
Laro, Frank
Laro, Jackie
Leclerc, Denise
Leclerc, Steve

O’Brien, Norma
Owens, Josh
Owens, Laura
Planchet, Dede
Planchet, Rachel
Planchet, Richard
Platte, Jed
Platte, Jeremiah
Platte, Rebecca

Charlantini, Dorothy
Cheesman, Susan
Clave, Francine
Cowan, Laurie
Cox, Gloria
Cucci, Ben
Cucci, Rachel

Hammond, Germaine
Hammond, Michelle
Hammond, Scott
Hammond, Terry
Hart, Kelly
Hartt, Marietta
Hartt, Michael

Lihatsh, Karen
Lihatsh, Lin
Lommen, Dennis
Lommen, Heidi
Lommen, Linda
Lowe, Joanne
Lowe, Keith

Riel, Lynne
Russell, Helene
Schwartz, Caron
Shaw, Katie
Shaw, Robert
Sottilaro, Jodi
Steinhauser, Eric

Davidson, Alan
Davidson, Priscilla

Heath, Brian
Heath, Connor

Maguire, Ralph
Maguire, Sylvia

Steinhauser, Jennie
Stevens, Carol Ann

Total Count: 160

Nominating Report
Submitted by Steve Leclerc
Position

Nominee

Position
Term

Term Years

Year Term
Expires

Years Served/
Eligibility for
Election

Moderator

George Hunton

1 Year

Treasurer

Carol Ann Stevens

1 Year

Assistant Treasurer

Kathy Fisher

1 Year

Bill Allen

3 Years

2016-2018

2019

2 Years/Yes

Bob Berger

3 Years

2016-2018

2019

2 Years/Yes
1 Year/Yes

Board of Elders

Trustees

Rich Planchet

3 Years

2017-2019

2020

Sue Chamberlin *
Jen Jones

3 Years

2016-2018

2019

2 YearsYes

3 Years

2017-2019

2020

4 Years/Yes

Francine Clave

3 years

2017-2019

2020

1 Year/Yes
1 Year/Yes
1 Year/Yes

Jen Batchelder

1 Year

2018

2019

Scott Hammond

3 Years

2018-2020

2021

Board of Christian Education Rebekah Allen *
Chair - Youth Work
Jim Batchelder

1 Year
2 Years

2017-2018

2019

Chair - Children's Work

2 Years

2018-2019

2020

Jennifer Duarte

Sunday School Superintendent

1 Year

Assistant SS Superintendent

1 Year

Nursery

Laura Owens

1 Year

Deacon Caring Board

Ray Wible *

1 Year

Dan DeHart

1 Year

Sharon DeHart

1 Year

Linda Wible

1 Year

Fernando Mancini

1 Year

Bernadette Mancini

1 Year

Auditing

Kerith Muzzey

1 Year

Assistant Auditing
Building and Grounds

OPEN

1 Year

Tom Stevens Sr. *

1 Year

Tim Twardosky

1 Year

Rick Jordan

1 Year

Dana Fisher

1 Year

Don Flint

1 Year

Becky Flint
Irene Hibbard

1 Year

Cards/Flowers
Missions & Outreach Com-

Gordon Ferno *

1 Year

Gail Martinez

1 Year

Mike Hartt

1 Year

Dana Lankhorst

1 Year

OPEN

1 Year

Standing Committee Mem-

Floral Committees

1 elder or 1 pastor
Music

Pat Testerman
Sandy Ferno *

1 Year

55 1 Year

Nominating Report ConT’D
Nominating

Social
Technology

Ushering

Steven Muzzey *

1 Year

2018

2019

Syliva Maguire

3 Years

2018-2020

2021

Denise Leclerc *

1 Year

Dave Zarges

1 Year

Ralph McMechen *

1 Year

George Hunton

1 Year

John Gorham

1 Year

Wendy Heath

1 Year

Eric Steinhauser *

1 Year

2 Years/Yes

2017 STATISTICS REPORT
Submitted by Alicen Twardosky

New Members:

Membership Removals:

04/02/2017
04/02/2017
06/25/2017
06/25/2017
06/25/2017
06/25/2017

Bernadette Mancini
Fernando Mancini
Andrew Button
Kristi Button
Pablo Duarte
Jen Duarte

02/06/2017
02/11/2017
04/04/2017
04/04/2017
05/04/2017
05/17/2017

Krysti Courchesne
Cheryl Ingerson
William Dodenhoff
Amy Dodenhoff
Edie Troughton
Gary Minery

12/08/2017
12/17/2017
12/17/2017

Kim Edgren
Becky Flint
Don Flint

05/17/2017
05/22/2017
05/22/2017
06/18/2017
06/18/2017
07/05/2017
07/05/2017
07/05/2017
07/05/2017

Phyllis Minery
Dan Burns
Jen Burns
Jeff Owen
Carol Owen
Jay Davies
Jody Davies
Eli Beaule
Abrina Beaule

07/05/2017
07/19/2017
10/01/2017
10/01/2017
10/17/2017

Keith Hart
Amy Davies
Victor Young
Wendy Young
Karen Pickering

Baptisms:
05/28/2017
05/28/2017
05/28/2017

Monika Davis
Matthew Steinhauser
Sarah Cheesman

05/28/2017
05/28/2017
10/01/2017
10/01/2017

Rebekah Lommen
Aurora York
Alvin Chip Davis III
Lillian Steinhauser

Births:
None
Deaths:
01/06/2017
01/14/2017
02/27/2017
07/20/2017
09/04/2017

Marriages:
01/27/2017

Evan Bakelaar
& Krysti Courchesne

05/21/2017

Tom Hilton & Kellie Lemeiux
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Jack Earle
Roy Perlmutter
Tim Russell
Joni Terry
Preston Lawrance Jr.

2016 AUDITOR’S REPORT
Submitted by Kerith Muzzey

Faith Community Bible Church
Auditor’s Annual Report For
Year end 12/31/17

