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Sharing the joy of Jesus Christ with Others 

    It’s BackPack Time !   
                                                                       

We are beginning our tenth year of the BackPack Ministry for children attending Wylie Primary School.  This is our  

church-wide mission project, and over the past nine years, we have had the opportunity to help over 400 less-fortunate  

children in our community.  All of this has been due to your love and generosity of time and donations. 

 

 
The BackPack Ministry provides meals and snacks for the weekend to children whose primary source of food is the school cafeteria.  By 

providing a backpack with food items to help sustain them until returning to school for a meal, their nutritional and overall well-being 

needs are met.  Each week, on a scheduled day, a church volunteer travels to the PALS Food Bank in Henderson on Jacksonville Drive.  

The volunteer picks up the prepacked food that has been delivered from the East Texas Food Bank in Tyler.  Once the food is picked up, 

it is delivered to the Wylie Primary Campus.  Donna Dean, the Wylie Primary BackPack Coordinator, then assists the volunteer with 

unloading the food packs.  The backpacks are discreetly distributed to the children each Friday afternoon and the last day before an 

extended holiday vacation such as, Thanksgiving, Christmas and Spring Break.  The food provides them with nutritious meals throughout 

the weekend.  The cost of providing backpack meals for a child the entire school year is approximately $140.  Donations can be made for 

the full amount or for a portion of the cost, and any amount given is greatly appreciated!  For more details about this worthwhile ministry, 

contact Brenda in the church office at 903-657-6588. 
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Note from Pastor David Luckert 
 

Let’s pray …..  
 

Yes, we all pray.  
 

Some more regularly than others.  
 

Some days more passionately than others.  
 

And, we all go through seasons (short or long) of 

struggling with our prayers.  
 

Every so often I like to call us to a “Season of 

Prayer.” A time when we are all praying similar 

prayers on a regular basis.  
 

This is good for all of us, no matter how regular our 

prayer lives have been recently.  
 

The earliest followers of Jesus discovered the 

necessity of prayer as they celebrated their new 

found faith, and as they struggled with what it meant 

to live differently in a culture that was not accepting 

of their beliefs and behaviors.  
 

Those have been my discoveries, also. There are 

days of celebration. My prayers are prayers of 

thanksgiving and gratitude. There are days of 

struggle. My prayers are prayers of needing God’s 

strength, guidance, forgiveness, and provision.  
 

So …. Let’s pray.    (Cards are available.) 
 

David 

September Sermons 
 

 

September 1st 
 

“Prison & Prayin’” 
Matthew 6:5-15; Acts 12:1-17 

What motivates our prayers? 

How should we pray? 

 

September 8th 
 

“”Takin’ It To The Streets” 
Acts 13-14 

When God’s Spirit moves among us, we are as 

interested in “going” as we are in “assembling.” 

 

September 15th 
 

“Christian Requirements” 
Acts 15 

While God’s love is offered freely to all who will 

accept it, church membership involves submitting to 

a tradition of beliefs that allow us to grow. 

 

September 22nd 
 

“Can God Be Known?” 
Acts 16-19 

While on his second missionary journey Paul 

attempted to persuade the scholars of Athens to 

know the One, True God. 

 

September 29th 
 

“Committed to the Cause” 
2 Corinthians 11:16-29 

Paul was able to face the many challenges of 

ministry because he had great clarity and focus 

regarding his mission and purpose. 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

September 
 

4  SPARK & CHAMPS Begins 

8 3rd Grade Bible Presentations 

15 Youth HS Escape Room 

17  Women’s Ministry Luncheon 

21      Men’s Ministry Breakfast 

22      Annual Family Fish Fry 

25  See You at the Pole 

29 Youth MS Game Night 

Our SPARK and CHAMPS programs will begin on 

Wednesday, September 4th.  
 

SPARK is for children in 1st - 3rd grades,  

and begins after school till 5:30pm.  
 

CHAMPS is for children in grades 4th & 5th,  

and is from 6pm-7pm.  
 

Come enjoy a great evening to discover how 
awesome it is to be a follower of Jesus. 

After a month’s hiatus, our men’s Breakfast resumed on August 17. Youth Director, Josh Wardle spoke to the group 

about happenings in our Youth Ministry and stressed that he could really use additional mentors for the kids. The 

program is growing beyond the current cadre of volunteers, and fresh faces and extra hands are needed. 

 

We want to thank the members of our congregation for their generous support of our Strength for Service fundraiser 

that raised $867.00. With this money, we will be able to present the members of the Rusk County Sheriff’s Office 

with these devotionals. We are working with Chief Deputy Charles Helton to finalize the details. We hope to present 

the books later this month. 

 

September is National Action Hunger Month. We would like to urge everyone to help the Henderson Interchurch 

Ministry with donations. Please hold food drives at your workplace, or in your neighborhood. We’d like to see FUMC 

Henderson outdo ourselves this month. 

We’re moving!   

To avoid clashing with holidays and other start/end of month 

events, we voted to begin meeting on the second Saturday of 

the month and moved the time up to 7:30am. So, our next 

meeting will be September 14th. See ya’ there! 

ANNUAL FAMILY FISH FRY & GAME TIME  

(Sponsored by the Family Life Ministry)   
 

Please come and enjoy some great fellowship and fried catfish  
with all the trimmings on Sunday,  September 22

nd
,  

beginning with game time at 3:30 pm in the Great Hall. 
Everyone is encouraged to bring their favorite board games (Checkers, Connect Four, Dominoes, etc.)  

to play prior to the fish feast. The meal will be served around 5pm.   
A huge thanks to Gerald Roper and his crew for providing and cooking the fish! 

 

Jase Dunn 
(Grandson of Jerry & Elizabeth Moore) 

Lynn & Yoland Smith  Youth  
John Lynn Kay Nan Duran  Budget 
Dorothy Deason   Memorial 
 

Louin Brooks 
(Brother of Marie Sullivan) 

Doris Pool    Memorial 
 

Charles Richardson 
Johnny & Linda Foster  Memorial 
John Lynn & Kay Nan Duran Budget 
David & Pam Brown   Memorial 
Don & Pam Howard   Memorial 
 

Don Turlington 
Bob & Cathy Sanders  Memorial 
David & Pam Brown   Memorial 
 

 Honorarium 
Honoring Don & Ginger Gage 

 

Given by Katie Yarbrough 
 

Given to Budget 

Memorials 
Walter Brown 

(Father of Tes Bonner) 

Tommy & Linda Strong  Endowment 
Howard & Zulynne Leverett Library 
Cyndy Willard   Memorial 
Bill & Carolyn Cochran  Capital Fund 
John Lynn & Kay Nan Duran Budget 
Jean Colley    Library 
Mark & Debbie Mann  Memorial 
David & Pam Brown   Memorial 
Miriam Powell   Memorial 
Phyllis Alford   Endowment 
 

Jean Ballenger 
John Lynn & Kay Nan Duran Budget 
Linda Culp    Memorial 
 

Robert Colwell 
(Father of Janie Pointer) 

John Lynn & Kay Nan Duran Budget 
 

Joyce Hurt 
Bob & Monica Sanders  Memorial 
 

Dutch Monzingo 
Dee Kirkpatrick   Memorial 

 
 

 

If you have not met Mr. Fred Meissner,  

please take a few minutes to read this brief 

introduction:  
 

Fred Meissner has been worshipping with us for a several 

months now and is very involved in the Common Ground 

Service along with his daughter, Loretta Roberts.  
 

Recently, he gifted the church with over 190 hand crafted 

crosses which are displayed in our chapel.  Fred has been 

creating crosses since the early 90s.  Thousands of his 

crosses have been sent with people on foreign mission 

trips to Iran, Uganda and many other countries 

throughout the world.   Each one is unique in its own way, 

and it is evident that they were all created with love and 

inspired by the Holy Spirit.    
 

When you open the door to the chapel, and we hope you 

do, you will be amazed!  This is something you will have 

to experience for yourself.  There’s no doubt that you will 

feel the presence of the Lord.  
  

We appreciate Fred for this incredible gift! 

   Meet Fred Meissner 



 

As summer ends (time-wise…not temperature…it’s still HOT) new beginnings start up again.  Here’s a few that are 

of interest in the music department…… 

 

Common Ground Praise Team is rehearsing now on Wednesday evenings starting at 4:30 on the stage in the 

Great Hall.  We are blessed to have our new youth minister, Josh Wardle, step in at the guitar; however, his 

schedule is very busy, so getting another guitarist is of great importance.  We so appreciate Dave Michalek 

playing for us during the past several years, but he has requested a much needed rest from these duties.  

Please contact me with any information about a possible replacement at the guitar position. 

 

Chancel Choir will start robing again in September.  Their dedication as being worship leaders is 

outstanding.  Our major project this Autumn is preparing for our 51st annual Hanging of the Greens.  This 

year’s service will be on Monday, Dec. 2.  To begin preparing for this event, the choir will have a retreat on 

Saturday, September 28, from 9:00-12:00 at the home of Brad and Karen Mobbs.  If you’re interested in 

being a part of this, please contact me…or just show up.  You’ll be welcomed…and fed!!  Potluck lunch will 

follow the rehearsal. 

 

Grace to you all…….Jack 

MUSIC NOTES 

Preschool Place 
 

Happy September from the preschool. Our 50th year has started with a  

bang. We are completely full and have waiting lists for most of our classes. 

You can follow us on Facebook to see pictures of smiling faces and activities.  
 

We are so proud to be starting our 5th decade of serving the community with  

quality preschool education. We could not do all that we do without the support  

of the church. In return, we try to be good stewards of our building and facilities.  In the past year, 

we have added turf to the toddler playground, removed and replaced mulch on the big playground 

while redoing the footprint of the play area and adding grass. We have repainted much of the school 

and have completed redoing all the floors. Our most recent renovation is the basement. Stop by to 

see the new floors there. Our next goal will be window shades on the north side of the building. 

We love all the sunshine from the wall of windows, but it can make naptime a little challenging.  
 

If you are wondering what you can do for the preschool on an individual basis, here are some ideas. 

First and foremost, pray for us. Pray for the teachers that they might share God’s light with the 

children and pray for the children that they will be happy, safe, and content here at school. We also 

accept donations of everything from used age appropriate toys to toilet paper rolls.  Memorials and 

honorariums are also appreciated. Volunteer readers, cookie bakers for special events, and sharing 

of any special talent would also be welcome.  

 

 August 

4th 

August 

11th 

August 

18th 

August 

25th 

CG 

Service 
108 118 105 123 

Traditional 

Service 
82 132 100 88 

Total: 190 250 205 211 

~ Our Presence ~ 

www.facebook.com/fumchenderson 
www.facebook.comfumcpreschoolhenderson 

Financial News 

July 

Disbursements:   $56,630 

Receipts:    $53,514 

CELEBRATIONS AND PRAISES 
 

The birth of Liam Grinnan,  

son of Kacie and Will Grinnan,  

grandson of Leigh Ann  

and Dave Michalek 

U.M.A.R.M.Y. 
 

UMARMY had a 

great week 

serving our 

community. 
 

They completed 

19 projects, 

which included 

250 feet of 

wheelchair ramps. 
 

Below is a link to 

a fun video they 

created while they 

were here.  
 

Check it out! 

https://youtu.be/

xGFHkqIyPJ4 

Our next Women’s Ministry Luncheon  

will be on Tuesday, September 17th,  

at 11:30am in the Parlor.  

Please RSVP (903-657-6588)  

by Friday, September 13th.,  

and join us for a great time of fellowship. 

We are looking forward to October, our 

Stewardship Month. Each Sunday, be prepared 

to Discover God’s Treasures. We have lots of fun 

stuff planned, and of course cute treasures for 

you to take home. Don’t miss out and join us 

each Sunday for all the fun! 

Exciting 

News… 

We will have online 

giving available 

starting in the month of 

September. Be looking 

for details on how soon! 



FUMC Children         
Coming Up! 

September 4th 

SPARK & CHAMPS 

Begin 

 

September 8th 

3rd grade Bible 

presentation 

 

 

Wednesdays 

@FUMC  
 

 

 

 
 

(1st-3rd) 
After School - 5:30pm 

 

 

 

 
(4th & 5th) 

6 - 7pm 

Questions? 
 

Contact our Children’s 

Director, Debbie Tipps 

903-657-6588 
dtipps@fumchenderson.org 

Our SPARK and CHAMPS programs will begin  

on Wednesday, September 4th.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SPARK is for children in 1st - 3rd grades,  

and begins after school till 5:30pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

CHAMPS is for children in grades 4th & 5th,  

and is from 6pm-7pm.  

 

Come enjoy a great evening to discover how awesome 

 it is to be a follower of Jesus. 

Calling all 3rd Graders... 

Please plan to join us in worship on 

   Sunday, September 8th at 8:45 or 11:00 

We will present Bibles to all of our  

3rd grade boys & girls at both worship services.  

 
 

Questions? 

 

Contact our Youth  

Director, Josh Wardle 

903-657-6588 
jwardle@fumchenderson.org 

F U M C   Y o u t h       Coming Up! 

Sunday, Sept 15th 

High School Escape Room 

(After Church!) 

RSVP TO JOSH 

 

 

Wednesday, Sept 25th 

See You At the Pole Rally 

Time TBD 

 

 

Sunday. Sept 29th  

Middle School Game Night 

5:30pm—8:00pm  

Sundays 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday School 

 

- - - - - - - - 

 

Wednesdays 
 

5:30-7:30pm 
 

Youth Group:  

Supper 

Games  

Bible Study 

Worship 

Prayer   

We’ve had a blast over 

the past few weeks in the 

youth ministry! The 

youth  enjoyed an 

evening of  “kidnapping” 

our incoming 6th graders 

and celebrating our time 

at a pool party! Thanks 

to the Biggs family for 

hosting!  

We also enjoyed a day at 

the lake! Great water, 

great food, and great 

people to be around! We 

were blessed to have the 

Walkers host all of the 

youth at their Lake House 

for several hours after 

church one Sunday!  
 

Grab a Youth 

Semester 

Calendar on the 

table outside 

the church 

offices!  

Wednesday Night Focus 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday School Focus 

We want students to start the school 

year off strong with really focusing 

on what it means to be a FULLY 

DEVOTED FOLLOWER of Jesus 

by implementing 4 foundations. 

 Being Prayerfully Dependent 

 Being Self-Fed by Scripture 

 Being Holy Spirit Energized 

 Being Great Commission 

Driven 

 

 

Sunday Mornings, we will be 

looking at STRANGE SCENES 

from Scripture and figuring out 

how to apply them to our lives! 

We’ll look at the following 

passages! 

 Joshua 9 

 2 Kings 13:14-25  

 2 Kings 7 

 Daniel 4 


