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Sharing the joy of Jesus Christ with Others 

 

Andrea Jolley Seale is a native of North East Texas and has called Henderson her 

“hometown” since the late 80’s. She is a wife and mother to three children, Dylan, 

Molly and Bryan. Andrea and her husband John now live in Longview where she is 

enjoying her recent retirement from education. After a 30-year career in education 

where she served mostly in upper level administration, Andrea spends her time now 

being a mom to her younger children, volunteering in the community and doing 

engagements as a motivational speaker.  
 

Andrea incorporates humor, passion and inspiration while sharing her life story and 

the journey that has shaped her future. Her message centers around her strong 

Christian faith and determination to be the best version of herself every day.  Andrea Jolley-Seale 

Ladies, be sure to join us in January for our Women’s Ministry Luncheon on 

January 14th at 11:30am. We will have a guest speaker, Andrea Jolley-Seale.  

A special thank you to Linda Pool 

who gave a presentation on reducing stress  

through music therapy  

at the November Women’s Luncheon. 
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FUMC Newsletter 

Note from Pastor David Luckert 
 

“Are you ready?”  
 

As many of you have been, I too was asked recently, 

“Are you getting ready for Christmas?”  
 

Good question, as there is much to do. Decorating. 

Parties to attend. Gifts to purchase. Traveling. I even 

have a dentist appointment in December!  
 

“Am I ready?”  
 

It is not just a Christmas question. It is an Advent 

question. In fact, it is the question of Advent.  
 

It is not a question of being ready for Christmas. It is a 

question of being ready for Jesus. And … they are not 

the same questions.  
 

Christmas does not make Jesus a little more special 

and meaningful. Jesus makes Christmas a little more 

special and meaningful.  
 

The liturgical season of Advent - the four Sundays 

preceding Christmas - can be a very special time in 

our lives. It is all too easy for us to join the rest of the 

world in allowing consumerism and stress to be the 

dominating themes. 
 

Advent invites us to remember the reason for the 

season. (Who, by the way, is Jesus!)  
 

Advent can be a gift to us - an amazing gift that 

reminds us of God’s greatest gift, His Son, Jesus.  
 

Join me in readiness. Join me in worship. Join me in 

reading through one of the gospel accounts of Jesus’ 

life and ministry.  
 

And, may your Advent and your  

Christmas be very special! 

 

David  

 

December Sermons 
 

December 1st 
 

“Light of Hope” 
Mathew 1:19-21; Luke 1:26-33 

God’s message to both Joseph and Mary  

was one of hope. Joseph: salvation, right 

relationship with God - what we need. Mary: God’s 

very presence. He alone can bring hope. 
 

December 8th 
 

“Light of Peace” 
Luke 2:8-14 

God’s peace. An inner peace.  

Only way to know this peace is  

through the presence of Jesus in our lives. 

 

December 15th 
 

“Light of Joy” 
Luke 2:8-20; Matthew 2:1-11 

Upon seeing Jesus for the first time the  

Shepherds and the Magi were filled with joy!  

They worshiped the God Whom they experienced. 

 

December 22nd 
 

“Light of Love” 
John 3:16-21 

The power of God’s love to change  

my heart, my life, and my eternity. 

 

December 24th 
 

“Light of Light” 
John 1:1-14 

Jesus is the true light that comes  

into our world and into our lives  

to bring Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. 

 

December 29th 
 

Join us for one combined end of the year worship 

service in the Great Hall at 10:00 a.m. 

(Men’s ministry will serve breakfast  

beginning at 9:15) 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

December 

2  Hanging of the Greens 6:15pm 

11  SPARK Christmas Concert 5pm 

 CHAMPS Christmas Caroling Party 

 Youth Christmas Party 

 Angle Tree Deadline 

14 Men’s Ministry Breakfast 7:30am 

18  No Wednesday Night Activities 

19 Preschool Christmas Program 

24  Candlelight Service 5pm 

24-26 Church Office Closed 

29  One Worship Service 10am 

 Breakfast 9:15am 

31  Church Office Closes at Noon 
 

January 

1 Church Office Closed 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

If you would like to donate cookies 

for the Hanging of the Greens 

Reception, please contact Virginia 

Gage at (903) 657-5262. 

 

 

Monday, December 2, 2019 

6:15 pm in the Sanctuary 

 

Reception to follow  

in the Parlor 

Sunday, December 29th,  
10:00am in the Great Hall 

There will be no Sunday School. 

 

BREAKFAST 

Come early at 9:15am,  

and enjoy a delicious breakfast  

served by our Men’s Ministry.  

Please join us for our  

Annual Christmas Eve Candlelight Service,  

December 24th  

at 5:00 pm in our Sanctuary. 

 

Jean Forester Green 

(Mother of Joanne Bagley) 

Joel & Barbara Hale   Lawn Care 

David & Pam Brown   Endowment 

 

Thelma Gibson 

(Mother of Carolyn Cochran) 

Billy & Patsy Black   Memorial 

Jerry & Elizabeth Moore  Foundation 

Rhett & Beth Reid   Memorial 

Tommy & Linda Strong   Endowment 

David & Pam Brown   Endowment 

John Lynn & Kay Nan Duran  Budget 

Jean Colley    Memorial 

Tim Farley    Memorial 

Charles & Laurie Perricone  Memorial 

Anne Sipes    Endowment 

Gloria Smith    Memorial 

Gary & Janie Pointer   HIM 

Troy & Mary Ann Craig   Memorial 

Cyndy Willard    HIM 

Mary Justice    Memorial 

Nancy Drake    Communion 

Memorials 

Jerry Griffin 

(Brother of Pat and Joan Bridges) 

Massengale Family   Choir 

 

Ethel Mae Mullins 

Cyndy Willard    HIM 

Billy & Patsy Black   Memorial 

 

Glynn McGee 

Cragg Sunday School Class  Memorial 

Mary Jackson    Memorial 

Jerry & Elizabeth Moore  Endowment 

Tommy & Linda Strong   Endowment 

Tim Farley    Memorial 

 

Charles Strong 

Billy & Patsy Black   Memorial 

 

Robert Scoggins 

(Brother of Clara Braswell) 

Joel & Barbara Hale   Lawn Care 

Howard & Zulynne Leverett  Endowment 

Scott & Brenda Lee   Endowment 

 

If you are interested in  

ringing bells for the  

Christmas Kettle Drive,  

please call or text  

Kristy Campbell  

at (903)475-4223  

to volunteer.   

Small Groups Opportunity - The Class Meeting 

Small group meetings were central to John Wesley’s 
ministry. They offer inspiration to live your faith and show 

how to better follow Jesus in your daily life, all in a trusting 
environment where members support and challenge one 

another to grow in discipleship. Following Kevin Watson’s 
The Class Meeting, an existing men’s small online group is 

looking to add a few members. If you would like more 
information on this group, please contact Robert Wright at 

1umcmethodistmen@gmail.com . 

mailto:1umcmethodistmen@gmail.com


  

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December brings caroling, parties, programs, Santa 

visits, and lots of fun. You are invited to see the 

cutest Christmas programs in town on December 

19th, at 9:30am and 10:00am, in the sanctuary.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

If you do not follow us on Facebook, you might want 

to start. We will be featuring photos not only of our 

current students, but in the days leading up to our 

big 50th birthday party, we will share pictures from 

the past years of our school.  

You are sure to see a few  

faces you know. Mark the  

date of March 1st on your  

calendar now to be a part  

of the festivities. More   

information coming soon! 

FUMC Preschool 

Hanging of the Greens  

will be Monday, December 2nd,  

at 6:15pm in our Sanctuary.  

 

Start inviting friends and neighbors 

now for this great event. 

First United Methodist Church Members, 

 

Henderson Interchurch Ministry appreciates all 

the financial and food donations they receive 

through-out the year. Because of your recent 

contributions, HIM has continued to assist 

struggling families in Rusk County. 

 

May the Lord bless you during this season as we 

thank Him for His many blessings and seek to 

share with those less fortunate. 

 

Sincerely, 

Donna Huckins 

Executive Director of HIM 

Thank you to all that have participated  
in our food drive for  

Henderson Interchurch Ministry!  

 

 

Since last, we have distributed over 200 copies of Strength for Service to God and Community to local first responders: Henderson Police 

and Fire Departments and the Rusk County Sheriff’s Office. We are now looking to make more presentations in 2020. Possible recipients 

include outlying police and fire departments and the local Highway Patrol office. We welcome suggestions from the congregation. 

 

Advent devotionals and coin banks supporting the Society of Saint Andrew are being distributed to the adult Sunday School classes. 

Realizing that most people will be spending significant amounts of money during the holiday season, the Society is asking only for your 

spare change. Each year, the Society of Saint Andrew distributes more than 85 million servings of food to the needy throughout the United 

States. 

 

Our next breakfast meeting will be held at 7:30am on December 14th. Don’t forget our  annual pancake breakfast, to raise funds for  

Strength for Service distributions in 2020. Breakfast will be served at 9:15 on December 29th before the service at 10:00am.  

 

 November 

3rd 

November 

10th 

November 

17th 

November 

24th 

CG 

Service 
97 140 98 88 

Traditional 

Service 
116 89 106 76 

Total: 213 229 204 164 

~ Our Presence ~ 

Financial News 

October 

Disbursements:   $ 65,293 

Receipts:    $55,113 

 
Exciting News… 

We are excited to announce that we 

now have online giving available!  

If you are interested in this way of 

giving to our church, please let the 

church office know. A simple email 

from us can get you started.  

 

The annual Angel Tree Project at First  
United Methodist Church is under way!  

 

Stacie Nix is once again coordinating  

this project and would like to encourage 

 all families and small groups to consider  

adopting an angel or more this Christmas  

season. The Angel Tree can be found in  

the hallway outside the Children’s Center of the 

church decorated with paper angels containing 

information about each one’s Christmas “wish list”.  

We hope everyone will have fun picking up items 

off the list and whatever else you find suited for 

your angel(s). The gifts should be wrapped and 

tagged with the Angel number(s) chosen. 
 

If you would like to make a monetary donation to 

the project, please mark your contribution as 

“Angel Tree”. 

The Angel Tree gifts are due by  

Wednesday, December 11th!!! 

STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE UPDATE 

Budget Pledges #63  $350,904 

Capital Fund Pledges #18  $12,170 
 

If you have not turned in your pledge card 

for 2020, please do so as soon as possible. 

The Men’s Ministry met on November 16th in the Great Hall.  

We discussed two upcoming events: 

 

 Bottom Line Living Retreat, January 17-19, 2019 in  

Bridgeport, TX 

 The East District Mission Trip, March 8-13, 2019, to the 

UMCOR depot in Baldwin, LA 

 

Contact Robert Wright at 1umcmethodistmen@gmail.com for    

more information. 

mailto:1umcmethodistmen@gmail.com


FUMC Children         
Coming Up! 

 

 

December 11th 

Spark Christmas 

Concert 5:00 to 5:30 

 

December 11th 

CHAMPS Christmas 

Caroling Party 

 

December 11th 

Last Night this year for 

Wednesday Children’s 

Activities 
 

 

Wednesdays 

@FUMC  
 

 

 

 
 

(1st-3rd) 
After School - 5:30pm 

 

 

 

 
(4th & 5th) 

6 - 7pm 

Questions? 
 

Contact our Children’s 

Director, Debbie Tipps 

903-657-6588 
dtipps@fumchenderson.org 

Please join us for children’s Sunday school each week: 

 3’s & 4’s meet in the Glass Room on the 1st floor with 

Patty Foster and Karen Miller 

 K & 1st meet on the 3rd floor and are taught by members 

of the Cragg’s Class 

 2nd & 3rd meet on the 3rd floor with Davi Dixon & 

Woodie Tipps 

 4th & 5th meet on the 3rd floor with Kaysie Sabella 

Please join us for our annual 

Spark Christmas Concert 
December 11th at 5:00pm in the Great Hall 

CHAMPS Christmas Caroling Party 

December 11th from 6:00 to 7:00pm 

 
 

Questions? 

 

Contact our Youth  

Director, Josh Wardle 

903-657-6588 
jwardle@fumchenderson.org 

F U M C   Y o u t h       Coming Up! 

Christmas Float 

Decorating 

Wednesday, Dec 4th 

5:30pm at the church! 

 

Christmas Parade! 

Thursday, Dec 5th  

Parade Starts at 

6:00pm 

 

Youth Christmas Party 

Wednesday, Dec 11th 

5:30pm 

 

NO YOUTH GROUP 

Dec 25 or Jan 1  

Sundays 
 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday School 

 

- - - - - - - - 

 

Wednesdays 
 

5:30-7:30pm 
 

Youth Group:  

Supper 

Games  

Bible Study 

Worship 

Prayer   

It has been a huge joy to my heart to be able to look back on the 

semester and see what all we have done as a group! There are 

amazing things going on. The youth group is growing closer as a 

group, and the Lord is doing some powerful stuff spiritually in the 

hearts of these kids.  

  

 In youth group, the students have been really focusing in on 

what it means to have a RELATIONSHIP with Jesus Christ, as we 

have been digging into a few different passages in the gospels. 

Please pray that we all continue working on our relationship with 

Jesus as we begin the Christmas season, and that we truly know 

what this holiday is all about!  

This past month, 8 of the older students were able to take 

a retreat for a weekend to Brookhaven Retreat Center  

in Hawkins, TX. The theme of the trip was “Quiet Time”. 

The intent was for the students to be able to get away  

from the world and spend quiet time connecting with 

Jesus, while also spending time together as a group and 

having fun! This event was a major success, as the 

intention was fulfilled!  

Thank you for loving and supporting these kids! 


