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 Sunday       9:00 a.m.  Sunday School for All Ages 

 December 16     10:30 a.m.  Worship Service 

       

 Wednesday       6:45 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study ~ NOT MEETING 

 December 19      
 

  

 

 Sunday 

      9:00 a.m.  Sunday School for All Ages 

 December 23     10:30 a.m.  Worship Service 
  

 Monday        5:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Communion Service 

 December 24      OFFICE CLOSED 
 

 Tuesday         OFFICE CLOSED 

 December 25     MERRY CHRISTMAS 
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December 16, 2018 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

The Service for the Lord’s Day 
10:30 A.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

+The Greetings, Announcements, and Registry of Fellowship 
 

+The Prelude: “Thou Who Wast Rich beyond All Splendor” 

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor, all for love’s sake becamest poor; 

Thrones for a manger didst surrender, sapphire-paved courts for stable floor. 

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor, all for love’s sake becamest poor.  
 

Thou who art love beyond all telling, Savior and King, we worship thee. 

Emmanuel, within us dwelling, make us what thou wouldst have us be. 

Thou who art love beyond all praising, Savior and King, we worship thee. 

 

*The Call to Worship with the Lighting of the Advent Candles: 

  Galatians 4:4-5; Psalm 98:1 (responsively) 

When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,  

born of woman, born under the law, 

to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might  

receive adoption as sons. 

 Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 

for he has done marvelous things! 
 

*The Hymn of Praise #156: “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” 
 

*The Prayer of Adoration 
 

The Call to Confession and Repentance:  Romans 13:11-12 

 The hour has come for you to wake from sleep; for salvation is 

nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night is far gone;  

the day is at hand.  

 So then, let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the  

armor of light. 

This Week At Covenant 

Next Week At Covenant 

+ Worshipers arriving late may be seated. 

* The congregation will please stand. 

The Son of God, the second Person of the Trinity, is truly the eternal God, of one 

substance and equal with the Father. In the fullness of time he took on himself 

the nature of man, with all the essential qualities and ordinary frailties of man – 

except that he was sinless. Jesus was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit in 

the womb of the Virgin Mary out of her substance. These two complete, perfect, 

and distinct natures, the Godhead and the manhood, were inseparably joined 

together in the one person of Jesus … .   … Jesus is truly God and truly man, yet 

one Christ, the only mediator between God and man.  

~~ The Westminster Confession, Chapter 8.1 



The Prayer of Confession and Repentance (in unison): 

 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we humbly confess that we have 

sinned against you and are not worthy to be called your children. We come  

to you, seeking your forgiveness through the blood of Jesus. Forgive us for  

all of the ways in which we have disobeyed your commands, forgotten your 

love, lived for ourselves, and taken your grace for granted. Forgive us for 

our hurtful words, our impure thoughts, and selfish deeds. Forgive us for  

our worldliness and busyness which distract us from your kingdom and  

prevent us from experiencing your peace. And, most of all, forgive us for  

not treasuring your Son, Jesus Christ above all, as the most wonderful  

gift, in whom we find our highest happiness and deepest joy. 

{Silent Confession} 

 In your mercy, cleanse our hearts, renew our minds, and strengthen 

our souls; replenish us with the Holy Spirit, that we may love you with our 

whole heart, serve you with all our strength, and worship you every day in 

spirit and truth; to the glory of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

The Assurance of Pardon 
 

*The Congregational Response: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free  

thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 

from depths of hell thy people save, 

and give them vict’ry o’er the grave! 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

The Special Time for Young Disciples 
 

+The Interlude for Silent Meditation 
(Children in Kindergarten and younger may be dismissed to Catechism Time. 

Children in 1st grade and above are to remain in the Worship Service.) 

 

The Prayer for Illumination   
 

The Reading of Holy Scripture:   Genesis 3:20-24   (p.3) 
 

The Proclamation of the Gospel:  “The Way to the Tree of Life” Pastor Mabray 
(#13 in the series through Genesis 1-3)  

 

The Prayer for a Right Response to God’s Word  
 

*The Affirmation of Faith: THE NICENE CREED  
 We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the  

only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds; God  

of God; Light of Light; very God of very God, begotten, not made, being  

of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who for  

us men, and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate 

by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was  

crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and 

the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into 

heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and he shall come 

again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom 

shall have no end.  And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver  

of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father  

and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets;  

and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church; we acknowledge 

one baptism for the remission of sins; and we look for the resurrection of  

the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

*The Gloria: “Gloria Patri” 

Glory be to the Father,  

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now and ever shall be 

world without end: Amen,  Amen.   
 

The Celebrations and Concerns of the Church 
 

The Pastoral Prayer, concluding with 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison): 

Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name. Thy  

kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the  

power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

The Reception of God’s Tithes and Our Offerings 
 

The Offertory #230: “Thou Who Wast Rich beyond All Splendor” 
 

*The Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him, above ye heav’nly hosts: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 
 

*The Offertory Prayer of Thanksgiving (in unison): 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we give you thanks for all the 

blessings of this life, the generosity of your providence, and your 

faithfulness to your promises. All that we have is the gift of your hand. 

All that we offer, we have received from you. Bless this offering, multiply 

it, and use it for the sake of your Kingdom throughout the earth; that all 

the world may know that Jesus Christ is Lord; to the glory of your 

Name. Amen. 
 

*The Hymn #194: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (vss. 1 & 5 only) 
 

*The Benediction 
 

*The Congregational Amen:  “A-men, A-men, A-men.” 
 

*The Postlude 

______________________ 

 

The CONGREGATIONAL MEETING for the election of church officers 

will convene immediately following the service. All members are encouraged 

to remain. Visitors are welcome. 


