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Lesson 1: Created to Serve  

Lesson 2: Created for Connection
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1: Created to Serve
Main Point 
WHEN WE SERVE OTHERS WE DEMONSTRATE 
THE LIFE OF JESUS.

Introduction //
 Serving is not glamorous. Most children don’t 
grow up aspiring to be servants. So when we are 
invited to serve Jesus, serve the church, and serve 
the community, our instinct is not necessarily to jump 
at the opportunity. After all, our goal in life is typically 
not to serve others, but to find ourselves in a position 
that allows us to be served by others. 
 Jesus, however, said that he did not come 
to be served, but to serve and to give his life as a 
ransom for many. In fact, he said that true greatness 
is found in becoming a servant. The Christian 
conception of greatness flies in the face of the world’s 
popular conception of greatness. If we want to be 
great, we must become a servant.
 As you walk through this lesson, consider 
your attitude and your actions when it comes to 
serving Jesus, serving his church, and serving your 
community.

Questions for Family 
Discussion //
1. Name three things that are true of a servant.

Getting Started //
2. What are some positives and negatives about being 
a servant?

3. We all experience an internal battle between 
wanting to serve others and wanting to be served by 
others. For you personally, what realities contribute to 
your battle in this area?

Digging In //
Read Matthew 20:20-28
 20Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to 
Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor 
of him.
 21“What is it you want?” he asked. She said, 
“Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at 
your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.”
 22“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus 
said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am going to 
drink?” 
 “We can,” they answered.
 23Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink 
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from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me 
to grant. These places belong to those for whom they 
have been prepared by my Father.”
 24When the ten heard about this, they were 
indignant with the two brothers. 25Jesus called them 
together and said, “You know that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials 
exercise authority over them.  26Not so with you. 
Instead, whoever wants to become great among you 
must be your servant,  27and whoever wants to be first 
must be your slave— 28just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many.”

4. Summarize the request that is made in verses 
20-21.

5. What seems to be the motivation behind 
the request? 

6. In verses 22-23 Jesus speaks of drinking from a 
cup. Read Matthew 26:39-42. What do you think is 
meant by drinking from the cup?

7. In verse 23, what is Jesus’ answer to the request 
he received?

8. When the request becomes known, how does it 
impact the group of disciples?

9. In verse 25, how does Jesus describe the power 
structure of the world?

10. In verses 26-27, how does Jesus describe the 
kind of greatness that he values?

11. How does Jesus summarize his purpose in 
verse 28?

Wrestling with Issues //
12. In verse 26 Jesus commends servanthood to 
anyone who wants to be “great”. In what way do you 
think it is good to desire to be “great”?

Taking it to Heart //
13. Jesus came not to be served, but to serve and 
to give his life as a ransom for many. What are some 
ways that Jesus has served you?

14. What are some ways that you are tempted 
to pursue being “great” according to the world’s 
standards?

14. What is one action you can take this week to apply 
the truths of this passage to your life?

15. If you take Jesus’ model of servant leadership 
seriously, how would it impact your conduct at home, 
at work, in the church, and in the world?
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2: Created for Connection
Main Point 
THE COMMON BOND OF CHRISTIANS IS 
JESUS CHRIST.

Introduction //
 Earlier this year I got to attend a Dodger game. 

The game was tied until the 6th inning, when the Dodgers 

were able to put a run on the board. Then, with two 

runners on base and two outs, their center fielder lofted a 

home run over the center field wall to put them in front 4-0. 

The moment was euphoric. Not only were all the members 

of my family high-fiving one another, but we all started 

high-fiving the people sitting around us. Total strangers 

were sharing hands, patting each other on the back, and 

even embracing one another. We had suddenly become 

bonded together because of our common affection for a 

baseball team.

 It seems pretty silly that people can be bonded 

together by something as trivial as being fans of the same 

sports team. But the fact is that we are all looking for 

ways to connect with others. We do this through shared 

interests, shared goals, shared experiences, and other 

(sometimes superficial) things that we share. The fact that 

we are so determined to find common bonds points to the 

fact that we were created to have connections with others. 

Being made in God’s image means that we were created 

for connection.

 For Christians, our common bond is not simply that 

we look like one another, live near one another, or have the 

same favorite movies and TV shows. Our common bond 

is our allegiance to Jesus Christ and to his calling for us. 

In that way, Jesus gives us a connection with one another 

that not only provides us with companionship and comfort, 

but that also drives our mission in life.

Questions for Family 
Discussion //
1. What are some things that you can’t do alone?

Getting Started //
2. What are some common bonds that unite people?

3. What do you think is the purpose for Christians 
having unity and connection with one another?

4. What are some of the benefits you have 
experienced as a result of being connected to 
other Christians?

Digging In //
Read Ephesians 4:1-6
 1As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to 
live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2Be 
completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing 
with one another in love. 3Make every effort to keep 
the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to one hope when you were called; 5one Lord, 
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one faith, one baptism; 6one God and Father of all, 
who is over all and through all and in all.

5. Verse 1 is Paul’s initial response to all the Christian 
doctrine that he taught in Ephesians 1-2. How does 
verse 1 summarize the goal of Christian conduct?

6. Paul gives a series of relational commands in verse 
2. Which command most stands out to you, and why?

7. What does verse 3 say about both the reality and 
the practice of Christian unity?

8. Look at verses 4-6 and list all of the things that Paul 
says there is “one” of?

9. In verse 4 Paul once again mentions the idea 
of calling (just as he did in verse 1). How does 
the unity of calling impact the idea of connection 
among Christians?

10. Paul ends the passage by saying that God 
“is over all and through all and in all” How does 
this statement about the power of God impact the 
idea of Christian unity?

Wrestling with Issues //
11. In verses 4-6, Paul writes about the oneness that 
Christians share. Do you think this oneness presents a 
danger to the individual identities of Christians?

12. What are some implications of this passage when 
it comes to the idea of Christians dividing themselves 
up by race, gender, age, or stage of life?

Taking it to Heart //
13. When you consider the connections you have with 
other Christians, how can you work toward putting 
Jesus and his calling at the center of that relationship?

14. What are some obstacles that keep you from 
experiencing a greater connection and oneness with 
other Christians?

15. If you are part of a LIFEgroup, what can you do 
as a group to pursue a greater experiencing of true 
Christian unity?


