
Session 1 Handout

Writing Wrongs
Use this sheet to write one of three things. (If you have time, you could do more than one.)

A Prayer
A prayer of complaint or commitment or praise or need arising from your own suffering; or a prayer for someone else you know

A Message for someone you know who’s suffering. 
Encouragement, hope, support, or love. What do they need to hear?

A Thought for yourself, something to remember in times of suffering. 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution 
or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? . . . No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us.   
                Romans 8:35,37
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Session 2 Handout

It’s Tempting

Text 1:   1 Peter 5:6–9

How does our enemy the devil “devour” people?

What does it mean to be “of sober mind”? How can that help us resist temptation?

NOTE: This epistle is written to people who are suffering for their faith. They are being tempted to forsake 
Christ to avoid suffering.

Is that kind of temptation any different from the temptations we might face to give in to hate, lust, greed, or addictions?

How can humility (v. 6) help us resist the devil?

Text 2:   Psalms 1:1–3

What choices does this “blessed” person make?

What does this passage suggest about our relationships? Should we avoid spending time with unbelievers?

NOTE: The “law” (Torah) of the Lord often includes the whole teaching of God—his Word—and not just the 
books of Moses or religious rules.

What does the word “delight” mean to you? What do you “delight” in?

What sort of “prospering” is verse 3 talking about?

Text 3:   Galatians 6:1–3

How can we help others who succumb to temptation? How can we do this “gently”?

See the caution at the end of verse 1? Why is that important to consider?

NOTE: The “law of Christ” is an unusual phrase, but it probably refers back to the command Jesus gave his 
disciples in John 13:33—“Love one another.”

What does verse 2 mean by “burdens”? How can we “carry” them?

Verse 3 warns against pride. Why is this especially problematic as we help each other deal with temptation?
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The Unwanted Factor:  In this text, where do 
you see someone being unwanted, unloved, or 
unappreciated?

Text A: 
1 Corinthians 1:26–29

Text B: 
Skim John 4:6–30; focus on 
16–18 and 28–30

Text C: 
Hosea 2:19–23 (and skim 
Hosea 1)

Text D: 
Psalms 118:22–25 (and see 1 
Peter 2:4–5)

Where are you?

Feeling unloved Aware of God’s love Showing God’s love
to others

Text E: 
Isaiah 53:1–6 and 11–12

Text F: 
Luke 15:11–32 (but focus on 
15–24)

The God Factor: How does God welcome, em-
power, and employ such people?

Session 3 Handout

Factored In
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Session 4 Handout

Good to Great

Quotes from Mark Batterson

 When all of the rules and regulations, all of the traditions and institutions, all of the liturgies and 
methodologies are peeled back, what’s left is the Great Commandment. It is Christianity in its purest form. 
 So here’s a simple thought: If we’re going to be great at anything, let’s be great at the Great 
Commandment. Let’s not settle for good. Good isn’t good enough. Let’s be great at loving God: heart, soul, 
mind, and strength. 

 Christianity was never meant to be a noun. When we turn it into a noun, it becomes a turnoff. 
Christianity was always intended to be a verb. We’ve got to act on God ideas. We’ve got to obey the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit. We’ve got to seize opportunities to serve. Talk is cheap, and we have 
cheapened the gospel long enough.

 As I stood there [in the Roman catacombs], I couldn’t help but wonder if our generation has 
conveniently forgotten how inconvenient it can be to follow in the footsteps of Christ. I couldn’t help 
but wonder if we have diluted the truths of Christianity and settled for superficialities. I couldn’t help but 
wonder if we have accepted a form of Christianity that is more educated but less powerful, more civilized 
but less compassionate, more acceptable but less authentic than that which our spiritual ancestors 
practiced. . . . Almost like the Roman effect of building things on top of things, I wonder if the accumulated 
layers of Christian traditions and institutions have unintentionally obscured what lies beneath. 

 United Nations health and food organizations calculate that 25,000 people throughout the 
developing world die every day, every day, from starvation and malnutrition. Are you okay with this? There 
are 120,000 children up for adoption at any given time in the United States, and millions more children 
worldwide are without a family. Are you okay with this? A child dies from drinking contaminated drinking 
water every twenty-one seconds. Are you okay with this? That question can be and must be asked of all 
suffering and every injustice. Are you okay with this?

Notes on following Jesus

Could I consider . . . ?
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