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WELCOME!
Susan and I are incredibly excited that you have 
decided to learn more about our church and 
potentially join as official members of our family. 
It’s an exciting time to be part of Monterey Bay 
Christian Center!

These four classes are designed to acquaint you 
with our history, help you understand why we exist 
as a church and what we believe, and how the local church is part of God’s plan 
to help you grow to maturity in your faith. You’ll meet new friends, learn about our 
church DNA, and hopefully find a place to call your spiritual home.

When we were elected as pastors of MBCC on June 5, 2016, we knew we were 
being placed exactly where God wanted us. Seaside quickly became not only our 
physical home, but our spiritual place of belonging. Our prayer is that over the 
next few weeks, you will come to think of our church as that place where you 
have a home - where you belong.

As that old TV show theme song 
says, “Sometimes you want to go 
where everybody knows your name.” 
MBCC is definitely a place where 
you will be loved, valued and 
nurtured to become the person God 
has designed you to be.

We look forward to joining you on 
the journey!

Yours because we’re His,

Pastors Jason & Susan Yarbrough
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INTRODUCTION
At Monterey Bay Christian Center, our DNA 
class is designed to be a catalyst to help you 
become a fully devoted follower of Jesus 
Christ. From your initial decision to accept 
Christ to faithfully using your gifts in life-
changing ministry, it’s our desire to help you 
find your unique place in the family of God.


Over these four weeks, we’ll move through these four basic topics together:


BELONG 1.0
This class is a basic introduction to

Monterey Bay Christian Center, our history, and where He is taking us in the 
future. You’ll learn about the DNA and personality of our church, as well as our 
leadership and structure.


BELIEVE 2.0
Believe guides you through the foundations every Christian needs to find 
success in their walk with Christ. We will introduce you to ways you can grow in 
your faith and how Monterey Bay Christian Center wants to partner with you and 
your family.


BECOME 3.0
God designed you to be a unique individual. Become will help you discover your 
God-given personality, gifts and His purpose for your life. We’ll see how God 
puts all your pieces together as you find your place to serve in ministry.


BEGIN 4.0
Begin gives a clear overview of all the 
ministries at Monterey Bay Christian 
Center and allows you to choose a place 
to get started using your spiritual gifts. It 
also helps you understand how to use 
those gifts outside the walls of the church 
to help bring others to know Jesus. 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BELONG:
why do I need a 
church family?
God designed us to need each 
other! That’s why finding a local 
church where you can feel at home, 
engage the presence of God, all the 

while being challenged to grow in your faith is so vital. It’s all about encouraging each other as 
we pursue God’s best for our lives. The Bible tells us that “iron sharpens iron” (Proverbs 27:17) 
which is a great way of saying that we are better together - we make each other better as we 
walk out our faith on a daily basis.


If you’re looking for a church home then we trust you will find Monterey Bay Christian Center a 
safe place to love, grow and serve together!


Hebrews 10:25 | And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but 
encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR CHURCH HISTORY
1931 | Founded as First Pentecostal Church of Seaside 

(Pastor Ware was elected after 3 months of revival meetings in a tent on Kimball Ave) 

1934 | Established Fellowship with the Assemblies of God 

1943 | Changed name to Seaside Assembly of God 

1954 | Pastor Mildon is elected (1954-1989) as our 6th 
lead pastor. 

1972 | Moved from Sonoma Ave to the new building on 
Hilby Ave 
 
1980 | Launched Monterey Bay Christian School 

1988 | MBCS Building was completed 

2001 | School expansion completed 

2006 | Sanctuary remodel completed 

2007 | Name changed to Monterey Bay Christian Center 

2016 | Jason & Susan Yarbrough elected as our 11th lead pastors 
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OUR PASTORS & STAFF
Jason & Susan Yarbrough, Lead Pastors 
jasony@mbccag.org | susany@mbccag.org


Pastor Jason & Susan joined MBCC in June, 2016, having formerly served 
for over 25 years as youth pastors, executive pastors, senior pastors, and 
also school principal and superintendent at ministry assignments in 
California, Texas, Tennessee and Arizona. They have been married since 
1990 and have three children: Jordan, Kristin and Lauren.


Jennifer Gunter, Associate Pastor - Children & Youth 
jeng@mbccag.org	 


Pastor Jen joined our team in August, 2018. Having served previously as a 
children’s pastor in Sacramento, she now serves as an associate pastor, 
overseeing all ministry for infants through high school.





Jesse Gunter, Associate Pastor - Facilities & Young Adults 
jesseg@mbccag.org


Jesse joined our staff in November, 2018. He takes wonderful care of all of 
our facilities and also leads The Patio, our young adults ministry. We are so 
grateful for how well he serves all of us.


Jennifer Jacobs, Office Manager 
jenniferj@mbccag.org 


Jennifer joined the church staff in April, 2016.  She and James have been 
married since September 1975, and have a daughter and son (-in-law), 
Michelle (Chelle) and Ramon Panis.  




We, of course, have MANY volunteer ministry leaders. 
You can learn more about them on our church 
website under “Our Team.”


Page �7

mailto:jasony@mbccag.org
mailto:susany@mbccag.org
mailto:jeng@mbccag.org
mailto:jesseg@mbccag.org
mailto:jenniferj@mbccag.org


MY NOTES

 

Page �8



CHURCH DEACONS
Jimmy Cook	 

Spouse: Becky	 

Elected 2015	 





David Schmidt	 

Spouse: Kelly	 

Appointed 2018	 





James Jacobs  
Spouse: Jennifer	 

Elected 2017	  
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ORGANIZATIONAL CULTURE
• PEOPLE: We are a church filled with people from every 

walk of life that “does life” together. We understand 
that we were not designed to do life alone.


• POSITIONS: We believe in spiritual authority based 
on maturity rather than titles. Our pastors are people 
whose priority is to serve others and our leaders are 
volunteers who believe strongly in investing their 
time in the lives of others.


• PRIORITIES: People are always more important than projects, 
so we are built on the value of family relationships where everyone helps each 
other as needed.


FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Our finances at Monterey Bay Christian Center operate by a few basic policies and principles:


• We have no financial secrets. Other than the amount someone gives, all financial 
information is readily available to members.


• The responsibility of developing, implementing and maintaining a budget belongs to the 
lead pastor and elected deacons. We endeavor to allocate our assets by percentages: 
10% to giving (outreach, benevolence, missions), 50% to salaries, 25% to facilities 
(mortgage, taxes, utilities, etc.) and 15% to ministry departments (children, youth, etc.)


• A complete annual report is provided to the church members every February.


The Five Promises of Monterey Bay Christian Center
#1: We promise to make Jesus Christ the center of all we do. 

• His lifestyle, mission, teaching…


#2: We promise to be a loving atmosphere that includes everybody. 
• Jesus included people of every age & stage; from every socio-economic corner of 

society and every possible ethnicity and racial diversity. The church must lead the way 
in modeling love to all.


#3: We promise to provide great biblical tools for you & your family. 
• Discipleship Classes, Bible Studies, Men’s & Women’s Events and Retreats, Kids’ 

Events, technological tools & more.


#4: We promise to operate our business affairs with integrity & openness. 
• We do nothing in hiding or secrecy. If you have a question, just ask!


#5: We promise to be a generous church that blesses our community.

• Jesus was a giver, and we want to pattern our lives and our ministry after His selfless 

example. 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OUR MINISTRY VISION
Monterey Bay Christian Center exists to: 

• Love people into a transformational relationship with their Creator. 
• Develop committed disciples who actively take the Gospel of Jesus Christ from 

Neighborhoods to Nations 

OUR MISSIONAL PHILOSOPHY
We believe that Scripture teaches us a very simple method for living a godly life. We are 
commanded to LOVE God and each other, to GROW together to maturity in our faith, and to 
SERVE our community, which includes everyone around us.


Matthew 6:31-33 | “So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we 
drink? What will we wear?’ 32 These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your 
heavenly Father already knows all your needs. 33 Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and 
live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.


Luke 9:23 | Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn 
from your selfish ways, take up your cross daily, and follow me.


LOVE God and Others
We demonstrate our faith by loving God and each other passionately. 

Luke 10:27-28 (NLT) | The man answered, “‘You must love the LORD your God with all your 
heart, all your soul, all your strength, and all your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
“Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!”


GROW Together to Maturity
We demonstrate our faith by pursuing spiritual growth fervently. 

Colossians 2:6-7 (NLT) | “And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must 
continue to follow him. Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. 
Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with 
thankfulness.”


SERVE Our Community
We demonstrate our faith by serving our community relentlessly. 

Mark 10:44-45 (NLT) | “And whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave of 
everyone else. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give 
his life as a ransom for many.”
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BELIEVE:
what does the bible say 
about my life?
Growing spiritually takes commitment, focus and 
time. Through our DNA class, we hope that you sense God’s 
heart and His call to each of us to dig deeper into the Word, to know Him 
more intimately, and to find how He wants us to use our lives to minister to others.


BELIEVE is not just about our hope that you walk away with a little more knowledge of the 
Bible. It’s our hope that you walk away with a deeper love for the Bible. 


THE BIBLE
What Makes the Bible So Unique?

• Most published book and an all-time best seller

• Most translated book in the history of the world

• Greater influence than any other book on the literature of the western world


It Has a Continuity of Message
• Written over a 1,500+ year span and forty generations

• Written by more than 40 authors varying from kings to peasants, fishermen to 

statesmen, scholars to poets

• Written on three continents (Africa, Asia, Europe)

• Written in three languages (Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic)

• One unfolding story of God’s plan for reconciling people with Himself


It Predicts the Future
• More than 300 Old Testament prophecies were fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. 

• It stands the test of time

• It’s proven reliable on the basis of bibliographic, historical, and archaeological tests

• Through the number and type of old manuscripts

• Short time span between events, original recording, and earliest existing manuscripts

• Other 1st century historians substantiate the reliability of the Bible in their writings

• Archeological finds and excavations prove the Biblical narratives true
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THE CANON
The Bible is composed of 66 books by 40 different writers over 1,500 years. But what makes it 
unique is that it has one consistent storyline running all the way through, and it has just one 
ultimate author—God. The story is about God’s plan to rescue men and women from the 
devastating results of the Fall, a plan that was conceived in eternity, revealed through the 
prophets, and carried out by the Son of God, Jesus Christ.


After the apostles, early church leaders used it to refer to the body of Christian doctrine 
accepted by the churches. From then on, it became more common in Christian use with 
reference to a collection of books that are fixed in their number, divine in their origin, and 
universal in their authority. In the earliest centuries, there was little debate among Christians 
over which books belonged in the Bible.


Want to Reach More? Visit https://answersingenesis.org/the-word-of-god/why-66-books/


THE TRANSLATION
There is often confusion around “which” translation of the Bible one should read. There are 
different types of translations that generally fall into 3 basic categories: word for word, thought 
for thought, and paraphrase.
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CORE BELIEFS
1 Peter 3:15-16 | “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an 
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this 
with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously 
against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.”


Our Affiliation
Monterey Bay Christian Center is affiliated through 
fellowship and accountability to the Assemblies of God, 
and is a member of the Northern California and Nevada 
District Council. Visit ag.org or agncn.org for more 
information.


Our Doctrine and Practices
DOCTRINE: Something that is taught; a principle or position or system of belief. 

CREED: A brief authoritative formula of religious belief 

The Apostle’s Creed:  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered 
under Pontius Pilate; Was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into Hell; The third day 
He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven; And sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit; The Holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of 
sins; The Resurrection of the body; And the life everlasting. Amen. 

About God:
We believe there is one God who is the Creator and the Ruler of the universe (Gen. 1:1). He 
eternally exists in three persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19). 


About Jesus Christ:
We believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, in his virgin birth (Matt. 1:23), his sinless life 
(Heb. 4:15; 7:26), his atoning death on the cross (1 Cor. 15:3), his resurrection on the third 
day (John 11:25; 1 Cor. 15:4), and that He will return again to reign as Lord of lords (Acts 
1:11; 1 Tim. 6:13-16).  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About the Holy Spirit:
We believe in the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit that empowers each Christian to live 
a godly life (Rom. 8:11). The body of each believer is a “temple” in which the Holy Spirit is 
present (1 Cor. 6:19-20). Therefore, every believer must foster a life of being filled with the 
Spirit, which is both an initial and an ongoing experience for Christians (Ephesians 5:18). The 
Holy Spirit provides the Christian with power for living, understanding of spiritual truth, 
guidance in doing what is right and spiritual gifts to edify the church.


We believe the Holy Spirit is active and at work in our lives today, and that the gifts of the 
spirit did not cease at the end of the writings of the New Testament, but can be evidenced 
throughout church history. We also believe in the Baptism in the Holy Spirit as a gift available 
to all believers, subsequent to salvation, for empowerment and life in the Spirit. We believe 
not only in the initial physical evidence of speaking in tongues, but in the ongoing evidence 
that should be present from the lives of those walking in the Spirit.


About the Bible:
We believe that the entire Bible is the inspired, infallible and inerrant Word of God and that 
men were moved by the Spirit to write the books of Scripture (2 Pet 1:20-21).  The words of 
the Bible are the primary source for teaching and equipping Christians for a life of 
righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16-17).


About Humanity:
We believe that human beings were created in the image of God to have fellowship with Him 
(Gen. 1:26), but became alienated from that relationship through sinful disobedience (Gen. 
3). As a result, humanity is totally incapable of coming back into a right relationship with God 
by one’s own effort.


About Salvation:
We believe that the shed blood of Jesus Christ on the cross solely provides for the 
forgiveness of sins (Mark 10:45). Therefore, salvation is received only when a person places 
his faith in the death and resurrection of Christ as the sufficient payment for one’s 
acknowledged sin (Acts 2:38).  This salvation is not earned but a gift available by the grace 
of God alone (Eph. 2:8-9).


About Baptism:
We believe that Water Baptism by immersion, though it does not save us, it does serve as 
an outward example of the inward work that has begun in our hearts. We follow the example 
of Jesus (Matthew 3:16) who was baptized as a public symbol of our decision to follow 
Jesus as His disciples (Acts 2:38, Colossians 2:12).
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About Communion:
We follow Jesus instruction to His disciples 
when He said, “do this in remembrance of me” 
(Luke 22:19-20). By partaking of communion 
we are remembering His “death until He 
comes” (1 Corinthians 11:17-34). We also 
believe the truth of Isaiah which tells us that 
His body was broken so that ours could be 
whole (Isaiah 53:5).


About the Christian Life:
We believe that for every Christian the old way of living for oneself is in the past and 
the new way of living for Christ is for the present and for the future (2 Cor. 5:17).  By 
obedience to the Scriptures and daily yielding to the Spirit we will mature and become 
conformed to the image of Christ, which should be exhibited by love for God and for one’s 
neighbor (Matt. 22:37-39).


About the Church:
We believe that the church is the body of Christ, of which Jesus is the Head (Col. 1:18). The 
purpose of the church is to gather believers to glorify God by being a powerful witness for 
Jesus Christ in a lost world (Matt. 28:18-20). God wants to edify and build up His church, 
this is why the Holy Spirit gives a variety of spiritual gifts to believers such as—
encouragement, serving, teaching, healing, prophecy, etc. (Romans 12, I Cor. 12,) We 
practice two ordinances in the church instituted by Christ Himself: water baptism (Luke 
3:21-22) and Holy Communion (Luke 22:14-20).


About Healing:
We believe that Christ’s power to heal, evident in the Gospels, is available to all believers 
today through his atoning sacrifice (Isaiah 53:4-5). The church is to lay hands on the sick, 
anoint them with oil, and pray faithfully for their recovery (James 5:14-15).


About the Future:
We believe that Christians who have died will be reunited with those still alive at the second 
coming of Jesus Christ (1 Thess. 4:16-17). This event will be followed by the millennial reign 
of Christ (Rev. 20:1-6), a final judgment (Rev. 20:11-15), and the appearance of a new 
heaven and a new earth (Rev. 21-22).
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About Worship:
We believe that God calls and equips both men and women for ministry to the Church and the 
world. Ministry is not a profession to which men or women merely aspire; it must always be a 
divine calling, confirmed by the Spirit.


About Equality in Ministry:
We believe God calls and equips both men and women for ministry to the Church. We believe 
that the New Testament’s call to honor and respect is a Godly principle that when lived out by 
brothers and sisters, spouses, and families, one will always place the other above themselves 
as together, we position Christ at the head and serve one another as He has called us. 


About Tithing:
We believe that the Bible clearly teaches in both the Old Testament and the New Testament, 
the principle of tithing (which means “tenth”), which is uniquely a financial concept. It is the 
giving of the first 10% (first-fruits) of all income (Deuteronomy 8:18, Malachi 3:10, Mathew 
23;23). In fact, the New testament expands upon the concept of giving and asks us to be 
cheerful and generous givers, giving above the tithe if the Holy Spirit leads us to do so (Luke 
6:38, 2 Corinthians 9:7)


You can read more by visiting http://www.tfh.org/tithe - a great article from another church.
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Spending Time in the Word
We study the Bible because it was given to us as God’s authoritative Word on how we need to 
live - it’s our guidebook for life! ((2 Timothy 3:16-17, Mark 7:8-13, 1 Thessalonians 2:1)


Psalm 1:2-3 “But their delight is in the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day 
and night. 3 That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in 
season and whose leaf does not wither— whatever they do prospers.”


Ways to Interact with the Bible:
• Hearing - Where can you hear the Word? (1 Timothy 4:13)


• Reading - When should you read the Word? (Romans 10:17)


• Studying - What are some study helps you can use? (2 Timothy 2:15)


• Meditating - What is the blessing of meditating on (thinking about) the Scriptures? 
(Psalm 1)


• Memorizing - What is one reason for memorizing Scripture? (Psalm 119:11) How did 
Jesus use the Scriptures He had memorized? (Matthew 4:3-10)


• Obeying - In what aspect is the Bible like a mirror? (James 1:22-25)


Guidelines For Understanding Scripture:
• Usually, the simple and obvious meaning is the intended one.


• Consider the verse in the context of the surrounding verses and in the context of the 
chapter. Consider the chapter in the context of the book.


• Fit the passage or verse into what the Bible as a whole says about the subject. Use 
other passages that refer to the same subject to get a more complete understanding.


• Consider verses in light of what the Bible reveals about God’s character – Who He is 
and what He is like.


• Use your common sense as to the meaning. For example, sometimes Jesus used 
hyperbole – exaggerating something to make a point.


• Promises are conditional on our response to God’s conditions. Fulfill the conditions 
attached to the promises and you can believe that God will give you the promise. Check 
to see that you are in the same circumstance as the person receiving the promise in the 
Bible. If not, look for the principle implied by the promise and apply that instead.
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BECOME:
what gifts have I been 
given for ministry?
We have all been gifted to serve in the Kingdom 
of God. This kingdom is based on the concept of 
servant-leadership. Simply stated, we cannot be 
leaders if we are not servants. 


“Everybody can be great because anybody can serve. You don’t have to have a college 
degree to serve. You don’t have to make your subject and verb agree to serve. You only 
need a heart full of grace. A soul generated by love.” 

— Martin Luther King Jr


Attitude:
Being a servant begins with controlling our attitude.


Philippians 2:3-7 (NLT) 3 Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of 
others as better than yourselves. 4 Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an 
interest in others, too. 5 You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 6 Though he 
was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 7 Instead, he gave up 
his divine privileges ; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being.


• When what we think, say, and do are all the same thing, we become a person of true 
integrity. 

• There has to be a continuity and a congruity to your life and behavior, but it all starts 
with attitude. 

Self-Governance:
Being a servant-leader is about self-governance more than anything else.


• Spiritual leadership is different than leadership in the marketplace.  
• We can't just be an "expert" on something, we need to be an "example" of it! 
• The Bible says that the Fruit of the Spirit includes self-control. 
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Leading Yourself
2 Timothy 4:11-13 “Only Luke is with me. Bring Mark with you when you come, for he will be 
helpful to me in my ministry. 12 I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13 When you come, be sure to 
bring the coat I left with Carpus at Troas. Also bring my books, and especially my papers.”


“Bring Mark with you when you come…”
Self-leaders pursue good relationships with people. (Story of Paul, Barnabas and John Mark)


• This was a broken relationship from his past that had been restored. 
• We must be able to both give love and receive love in a healthy way. 




“I sent Tychicus to Ephesus…”
Self-leaders keep their time and resources organized.


• Administration is a spiritual gift, but organization is a spiritual discipline. 
• When our life is in order, we can go, give, and serve in amazing ways. 

“Bring the coat I left…”
Self-leaders pay attention to their health.


• It is very easy to get defeated spiritually when you are defeated physically. 
• You will accomplish more when you take time to take care of yourself. 

“Bring my books…”
Self-leaders look for ways to develop their talents and professions.


• We need to steward the mental abilities God gave us. We must be   lifetime learners. 
• Christians should be leaders in their professions, people of influence. 
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“and especially my papers…”
Self-leaders prioritize their personal relationship with God.


• The parchments (papers) were the books of the Old Testament, precious copies handed 
down, very expensive and not common like Bibles around our households today. 

• There is nothing more important than taking time to worship, pray and read God’s Word. 

Intuitive vs. Counter-Intuitive
1 Corinthians 12:4 “There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, 
but the same Spirit is the source of them all.”


There are various types of giftings, and what brings joy to one 
may be drudgery to another. No gift is small or unimportant.


• We have a natural personality as well as at least one 
spiritual gift (usually more.) 

• We are all “wired” differently by God. 
• In life and ministry, we all do things that are our passion and things that are work, 

or just out of need or service. We have to balance the two so we don't become entitled 
or bitter (two different types of imbalance). 

Visit this site to take your FREE PERSONALITY PROFILE! 
https://www.16personalities.com 

Bring the results to your meeting with Pastor Jason 

Serving Others
Ephesians 4:11-12 (NLT) “Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s 
people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ.”


Matthew 20:28 (NLT) For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and 
to give his life as a ransom for many.”


Seeing Each Other as Family
Servant leadership in the church is done in the context of church FAMILY and FRIENDSHIP.


• In families, there are things we all have in common, and ways in which we are all very 
different - we are all unique!


• This is God’s design! He made us to connect and relate in many ways.

• Our foundation view must be that we view others as family and friends 

whom we are called to serve rather than people who exist to serve us.
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Doing God’s Work
This kind of serving is aimed toward those who are OUTSIDE the church for the purpose of 
bringing them to REPENTANCE.


1 Timothy 2:1,3-4 (NLT) “…pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on their 
behalf, and give thanks for them. … This is good and pleases God our Savior, who wants 
everyone to be saved and to understand the truth.”


• Don’t believe the idea that God only chose certain people for salvation. 
• There is power in compassion! It may be our biggest evangelism tool! 




Not Neglecting the Needy
Is neglecting the needy our greatest sin?


Ezekiel 16:49-50 | "This was the sin of … 
Sodom: She … [was] proud and had plenty 
of food and lived in great comfort, but she 
did not help the poor and needy. So 
Sodom … [was] proud and did things I 
hate in front of me. So I got rid of them 
when I saw what they did.”


•	 Sodom was destroyed for their 
refusal to give to those who had need.


Matthew 25:41-46 “Then the King will turn to those on the left and say, ‘Away with you, you 
cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his demons. For I was hungry, and 
you didn’t feed me. I was thirsty, and you didn’t give me a drink. I was a stranger, and you 
didn’t invite me into your home. I was naked, and you didn’t give me clothing. I was sick and in 
prison, and you didn’t visit me.’ “Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry 
or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and not help you?’ “And he will answer, ‘I 
tell you the truth, when you refused to help the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were 
refusing to help me.’ “And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous will go 
into eternal life.”


•	 God is SERIOUS about helping those around us who in truly in need.


Building Up the Church
A common misconception is that the pastors are the ministers of the church, but quite the 
contrary is true! The pastors are among the leaders appointed in the church to help develop 
the people of the church into God’s ministers to each other and to the lost in this world.


Ephesians 4:16 “He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own 
special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and 
full of love.”
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In short, God uses the church (us) to build up the church!

•	 This is serving each other who are INSIDE the church. 
•	 It’s about finding your place to serve and using your gifts! 
•	 Scripture shows us that NOT serving is a sign of immaturity. 

Galatians 5:13 “…don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your 
freedom to serve one another in love.”


Equipped to Serve
1 Peter 4:10 God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them 
well to serve one another.


Whatever gift(s) you’ve been given – use it to serve well, both inside and outside the church.


•	 Administration, Discernment, Evangelism, Encouragement, Faith, Giving, Healing, 
Helping, Hospitality, Intercession, Knowledge, Leadership, Mercy, Miracles, Prophecy, 
Serving, Teaching, Tongues & Interpretation of Tongues, Wisdom (Romans 12:6-8, 1 
Corinthians 12:8-10; 28-30, 1 Peter 4:9, 2 Timothy 4:5) 

• Public Gifts vs. Private Gifts; Seen (e.g., Platform) vs. Unseen (e.g., Nursery, Janitorial) 

Spiritual Gifts Test
There are many tests available that help 
us discover our spiritual gifts. While the 
Holy Spirit is always our best guide, He 
definitely gives us wisdom that helps us 
devise tools to discover our innate 
abilities.


Before your meeting with Pastor Jason, 
we would love you to take the Spiritual 
Gifts Test listed below and bring the 
results with you back to class!


• http://www.spiritualgiftstest.com/
test/adult


• This test is FREE. Make sure you 
don’t take the personality test if 
offered. Rather, use the 
personality test mentioned on 
page 33.
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BEGIN:
taking the next step
Mark 8:35-37 (NLT) “If you try to hang on to your 
life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for 
my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you 
will save it. And what do you benefit if you gain the 
whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything 
worth more than your soul?”


"He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose." 
~ Jim Elliot, Missionary to Auca Indians


(Through Gates of Splendor, The End of the Spear) 

Personality Profile Results (from pg. 33)

Spiritual Gift Test Results (from pg. 37)

Areas of Ministry at MBCC
! Administration (office assistance, organization, etc.)

! Altar & Prayer Team

! Children (Kids’ Church, Family Events)

! Discipleship (Bible Studies, Connect Groups)

! Connections (Information Center, Parking Lot, Ushers and Greeters)

! Hospitality

! Men’s Events

! Women’s Events

! Worship Team

! Technical Team (sound, lights, media)

! Youth (services, events)

! Young Adults
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Our Membership Covenant
at Monterey Bay Christian Center

I will protect the unity of the church 
By supporting the vision of our church (Acts 4:32) 

By refusing to gossip or grumble (Ex 16:6-8; Ephesians. 4:29-32) 
By submitting to spiritual authority (Hebrews. 13:17) 

I will promote the growth of God’s Kingdom 
By praying for and sharing Christ with others (Luke 14:23) 

By warmly welcoming all who visit our church (Hebrews 13:1-2) 
By speaking well of other churches and pastors (Philippians 2:3-8) 

I will strive for personal integrity in my life 
By maintaining sexual purity (Ephesians 5:3) 

By not willfully causing others to stumble (I Corinthians 10:32) 
By supporting the beliefs and values of our church (Romans 15:5-6) 

I will support the local church ministry 
By attending faithfully and engaging in relationships (Hebrews 10:25) 

By living a godly life and developing a servant’s heart (Philippians 1:27) 
By giving tithes and offerings regularly (Malachi 3:6-10) 

Partnership covenants for you to sign will be available during the fourth week of our 
DNA class. If you have questions about any of these statements, please feel free to 

make an appointment to meet with a member of our pastoral team. 

Name:_________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ _____/_____/_____ 
Signature Today’s Date 
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