
Can These Bones Live? 
 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 NIV 
 
1The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of a 

valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the 
valley, bones that were very dry. 3He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 

I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.” 
4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5This is 

what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6I will attach 
tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come 
to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.’ ” 
7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the 

bones came together, bone to bone. 8I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but 
there was no breath in them. 
9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the 

Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’ ” 10So I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast 
army. 
11Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our 
hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My 
people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. 13Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from 
them. 14I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that 
I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord. 

 
 
1.  What are some of the thoughts or feelings you had while listening to the text for today? 
 
2.  Talk about the contrast between physical death and spiritual death. Why is spiritual death 
such a difficult subject to discuss with someone with, even more difficult than the physical 
death? 
 
3.  On this observance of Pentecost, what does the gift of the Holy Spirit mean to you as you 
live out your Christian life? 
 
4.  How do the topics of hope, and peace, stem from the gift of the Spirit? 
 
5.  During this pandemic, how often if at all, have you felt that you are "dried up" and longing 
for hope? How does the burden of sin play into those feelings? 
 
6.  In what ways does the gift of the Holy Spirit provide you comfort in the midst of chaos and 
turmoil around you, and the uncertainty of our worldly future? 
 
7.  Close with any prayer concerns and requests.      
 


