
FAITH CONNECTION 

 

It is difficult to comprehend how much our lives and routines have changed as a 
result of COVID-19.  As I go on my walks, I notice my new habit of crossing the 
street when I see someone walking toward me, unless of course they switch sides 
first.  In the past, this would have seemed rude, now it seems respectful as we 
socially distance ourselves to keep each other safe.  Life looks different in so 
many ways.  The needs of those who are unemployed or underemployed stand 
out more than they have before because the way forward is slow and 
uncertain.  Thanks to Council for organizing an opportunity for folks to come 
together during the Labor Day holiday to care for the needs of others.  The 
donations for S.O.S were greatly appreciated as was the opportunity to "see" each 
other. Thanks Lisa for the chalk writing idea, we are blessed and our prayers 
continue.  We will plan to do this again as more produce will soon be ready and it 
keeps us all mindful of ways we can share God's love with others. 
 

The impact of this pandemic affects each of us differently.  We pray for teachers 
as they adjust to so many new ways of doing things, for students as they adjust to 
new rules and ways of being together and to parents as they evaluate the needs 
of their families.  For others in our community, the isolation is becoming more 
difficult to contend with and as the weather gets colder and daylight hours 
diminish, the struggle may intensify for some.  We have differing needs and we 
are in uncharted territory.  If you are struggling or need to talk, please let me 
know.  
 

Maybe we need to form some small groups around various concerns.  Treva has 
already started a widows group.  We could form a group around making greeting 
cards, or coming together to write cards to those who are in nursing homes.  A 
couples Bible study group or a group that has an interest in reading a book on 
racial justice or . . . . whatever your interest or concern might be.  We have talked 
about this at staff meeting and at Council, now we need your input in order to 
organize some groups.  Meetings could be via Zoom or in the church building 
(small groups) outside as weather permits. Send me an email with your interest or 
suggestion so we can get started. (pastorgisele@yahoo.com) 
 

Mary's Place also is in need of funds since more people are experiencing 
homelessness right now.  There is additional information listed in the newsletter 
about this as well as on Facebook and on our website.  Life is changing and will 
continue changing in unexpected ways.  I have heard folks commenting about 
"Building a bigger table" from Bishop Laurie's recent sermon.  As we anticipate a 
future when we will gather in person again, how will we be more inclusive, what 
can we be doing now to learn about the experiences of our black and brown 
sisters and brothers and find ways to be allies in bringing justice for their 
lives?  How can you advocate right now for equitable systems?  My own kids keep 
reminding me to rethink how I shop, who am I buying from, how can my money be 
used to help support black owned business or employers who pay a fair wage? 
How are my purchases impacting the environment?  There is so much we can 
learn and change so that our daily lives can make a difference, help create a 
brighter future.  This is an unusual time, it is also an opportunity to look at our lives 
in new ways and to use our lives to advocate for justice and compassion for each 
individual experience.  May God's spirit continue growing our faith in new ways 
and reforming our minds to the mind of Christ.  Thanks be to God for you and for 
your partnership in this ministry we share.   
 

 God's Peace, Pastor Gisele 

WORSHIP  
Remember you can find 
our Sunday Worship 
Service at the following 
locations: 
1.  Faith Lutheran Church 
Facebook Page 
2.  Faith Lutheran Church 
Website http://
www.faithmarshfield.org/
worship 
3.  YouTube - Make sure 
to Subscribe to the Faith 
Lutheran Church - 
Marshfield YouTube 
Channel https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=vZfqkjHI2Mo 
4.  Faith Lutheran Church 
Marshfield App.   
5.  Spectrum Cable 
Channel 989.  Our 
Service will appear during 
the following times: 
- Wednesdays at 6:00 am 
(this will be the TV debut 
for each Sunday service) 
- Fridays at 4:00 pm 
- Sundays at 11:00 am 
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Loved by God 

Living for Others 
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GLOW – starts Sunday, September 13
th
. Students 

will meet outside (depending on weather), and 

then classes will meet every other Sunday. Students 

will receive lessons to take home for the Sundays 

we don’t meet. The Mission Team is working on 

plans and details on what we will do when the 

weather gets too cold to meet outside. 

 

Confirmation Service – our four 8
th
 grade students 

will be confirmed at an outside service on Sunday, 

September 13
th
 at 12:00. The service will be 

recorded and used for our service on September 

20
th
.  

 

Faith Fall Fest Get-Together –  

Sunday, September 20
th
 – 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm. 

Auburndale School Forest 

10704 Park Ave (near the school). Need directions? 

Contact Treva at familyed@faithmarshfield.org 

Come and enjoy fresh air, friends, corn maze, 

bonfire and snacks all while social distancing.  

 

 

Faith Education & Family 

Making Connections  
Can Collection 
Faith Lutheran Youth continue  
to collect cans as a fundraiser  
for our future trips.  While our  
First Sunday of the Month  
collection time is temporarily  
paused, cans can be placed inside the church 
garage (if you can bring them in plastic garbage 
bags that would be wonderful) or they can be 
dropped off Monday through Friday at Shaw’s 
Wrecking Yard – just mention you would like the 
money to go to Faith Lutheran Youth.  Please 
remember aluminum cans only – no glass or 
tin cans in the mix.  

How to Contact Us  
Church Phone 
715-387-3757 

Office open by appt only 
9-3 Monday—Thursday 

Pastor Gisele Berninghaus  
pastorgisele@yahoo.com 
Dar Schubert, Office Manager 
secretary@faithmarshfield.org 
Cheryl Zimmerman, 
Communications Specialist 
communications@faithmarshfield.org 
Kim Vrana, Youth Director 
youth@faithmarshfield.org 
Treva Tisdell, 
Education & Family Ministry 
familyed@faithmarshfield.org 
Julie Crist, Interim Music Director 
music@faithmarshfield.org 
Richard Brunson, Choir Director  
rbbrunson@gmail.com 
Website faith@faithmarshfield.org 

The fall Christ in Our Homes are here.  
Call the office to check for a time to 
stop by and pick one up.  There will be 
a few in the Little Free Library in front 
of the parsonage to pick up at your 
convenience.  

To be remembered in our prayers:  Jan Taylor’s 

sister Jody, Nancy Sternweis's daughter Erin and family, 
the Brusewitz family, Steve Hadlock’s father Al, Karen 
Pugh’s step-son Kevin, Joan Conklin, Mitzi Gustafson, Mary 
Bjarnason, Marcie Binning, Mark Zimmerman, Kathy 
Voigt's son-in-law Jeff Langfeldt, Jim Oelhafen, Nate 
Norberg, Jan S & Lynn P, Stan & Betty Panek's daughter 
Lisa, and Maxine Morgan's father, Max Thompson, as he is 
in hospice care.      



Tis the season for fall 
cleaning and Garage Sales! 
  

The Piece Corps can 
always use donations of 
sheets for quilt backs and 
fillers.  Flannel sheets are 
needed to make diapers 
for Baby Care Kits.  Other 
items needed for the kits include 
onesies, cotton t-shirts, sleepers or gowns, 
receiving blankets, socks, sweaters, caps, 
hooded sweatshirts (size 6 months—24 
months). 
Donations can be dropped off by the key code 
door on the north side of the church during 
office hours. Thank you for helping us! Your 
donations are much appreciated! 
 

If you were thinking of donating any 

material or a monetary donation, now is a 

great time.   

 

HELP NEEDED 
Hello Friend,  
I hope all is well. Over the last year our community has struggled with many things that most people have never even 
dreamed of. The Jobless and Homeless community is even more vulnerable. With businesses being closed, lost jobs, 
evictions and even toilet paper being in short supply. Life is continuing to be a challenge for more and more people. 
 
Now let us look at COVID-19 and the fear of the unknown. The State of Wisconsin lifted its Eviction Ban in June and now 
the Federal Government is posed to life their ban, the only protection a lot of people have left. The community needs to 
take stock of resources and make sure we can handle what might be a historic, even a biblical, catastrophe. With no real 
solution for an immediate cure life looks grim. We are seeing an increase of people needing Mary’s Place and we ask for 
your help. For us to take this challenge head on we need funds to stay open. Any amount will help with the daily needs of 
our current and future guests. 
 
We also understand that this might be a challenging time for you as well. 2020 will pass but GOD is constant. With Pray-
er we can all come together and build the faith we need as a family to overcome this pandemic. We are asking for your 
help, not for your sacrifice. If you can help, please do. 
 
Thank you for sharing your time with me. Through Christ we will come through this together. 
 
Through HIS Son I wish you peace, Jim Joyce, president of Mary’s Place Boarding House, llc 
 
If you can find if in your heart to help us, please do. Any amount will help. Please go to www.Marysplacemarshfield.org or 
please call ahead at 715-387-9227 to drop off your donation in person. Adam, Pete or myself would love to see you.  

2020Council Representatives 
Paul Kapla—President  pkapla@charter.net 
Sue Vrana – Vice-president, Faith in Action 
svrana@charter.net 
Thom Gerretsen—Secretary, Worship & Music   
tgwert@hotmail.com 
Bill Olsen — Treasurer  billolsen@tds.net 
Donna Streiff— Education streiffonclay@tds.net 
Theresa Hanson—Youth, Personnel  
btzchanson@gmail.com 
Nolan Quarne—Youth 
Jan Taylor—Social Concerns/Green  
jantaylor15@gmail.com 
Lisa Helstein— Social Concerns/Green,  
Worship and Music helsteinlkh@aol.com   
Ron Jensen— Education  jensens4@tds.net 

The Audit Committee met on Tuesday 

August 18th to do a 6-month audit of the 

General Fund as was recommended at the 

annual meeting. We have found everything 

to be in proper order and comparable with 

the budget. 

Audit Committee 

Ken Krahn 

Lloyd Mueller 

Book Club will be meeting  

along with the Social 

Justice team Sept 28th at  

7 pm via Zoom.  

AMERICAN DIRT by 

Jeanine Cummins is the 

Book Club choice for 

September.   

Karen Bohm is facilitator. 
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Social Concerns/Green Team 

 

On Labor Day FLC held a drop off to benefit Soup & Socks.  A variety of food items, hygiene products and 

diapers in addition to cash donations were collected.  As people made their drop offs we also asked them what 

they were thankful for or what they were praying for.  We wrote the answers in chalk on our front sidewalk. 

 

 

 

 

 

“The vote is the most powerful   
  nonviolent tool we have.”  

   – John Lewis 
   Are you registered to vote in our upcoming elections?  At myvote.wi.gov, you can register to vote, request 
absentee ballots, find what will be on your ballots, update your name or address, and find your polling place if 
you choose to vote in person.  It’s easy!  Many have given their lives to defend our freedoms, including our right 
to vote.  All elections are important; the next few are critical.  Don’t forget to register and vote, and encourage 
others, too! 

   Are you interested in early voting?  In-person absentee voting often starts 14 days before the election, and 
ends 2 days before the election.  These dates vary by municipality.  Voters should contact their local county 
elections office for additional information about in-person absentee voting. 

   If you need technical or other help, please contact any member of the Social Justice team:  Sue Vrana, Linda 
Nelson-Schreiber, Pastor Gisele, Lisa Helstein, Jen Smith, Pat Anderson, Cathy Lau 

HOLY COMMUNION INVITATION    
Sunday, September 27 from 10:00 - 11:30 
 
In these unusual times, we are doing something in a new 
way.  You are invited to watch/worship Sunday morning 
online as you usually do and then you are welcome to Holy 
Communion from your car. 
 

The plan is to have folks drive to the church building, "ushers" will direct you to  enter the driveway 
where I and some communion assistants will be bringing you Holy Communion as you sit in your 
car.  We will wear face masks and take necessary safety precautions.  You don't need to arrive right at 
10:00, that is when we will be available to begin and cars will need to line up and wait your turn.  So if 
you drive up at 10:45, you can simply join the line of cars.  All are welcome.  A new day and a new way 
of sharing Jesus loving and living presence as we continue to navigate our way through these days, 
"one day at a time sweet Jesus!" 



Supplies NEEDED 
With more groups starting to use the building we are in need of some basic supplies that are hard to 
get through suppliers right now and can’t be bought in any quantity locally.  If you want to pick up one 
or two of these for us they can be dropped off at the building Mon-Thur 9-3.  
 

Hand Sanitizer, Disinfectant wipes, Kleenix pocket packs 

From the Green Team 
Even during difficult times, try to do as much good as you can with what you’re able - for 

the welfare of the planet and future generations.  All of your efforts to care gently for 
our world do make a difference! 

 
Plastic caps and lids can be recycled a handful at a time in a larger plastic  
container (such as a juice bottle or large animal crackers jar.)  The important  
factors are that the container has a screw-off cap, and that we not place too  
many caps inside.  Larger caps and lids should now be thrown in the trash.   
With this in mind, when making purchases, we can try when possible to  
choose products that can be recycled more easily and completely.   
 
Our team has learned of another battery recycling option.  Battery Mart in Weston will 

accept several dozen at a time, but not ‘buckets full’ of AA and AAA batteries, at no 
charge.  They are located about 1 mile NW of the Camp Phillips exit on WI Hwy 29. 

 
We have learned that although Target accepts batteries for recycling, there is no guarantee 

that they are actually recycled. 
 
Got a green tip?  Please share it with us!  Email it to Cathy Lau laucathy@yahoo.com, or 

to any Green Team member.  Thank you! 

From Social Concerns 
Looking for an easy, safe way to keep doing good in the world?  Marshfield is 
participating in the Soles4Souls project from September 13 – 27.  This project 
involves donations of gently used or new shoes via a drop-off location.  Those 
shoes are then shipped to a central location where they are either distributed to 
people that need them , or sent to places like Haiti where they can create much-
needed employment opportunities.  If you have been cleaning closets, or your 
kids have outgrown shoes – this is the project for you!   
 

The Marshfield location is at 1501 Immanuel Court.  The drop-off box 
will be near the front door from 8 AM – 7 PM.  For more info, contact 

Kristina@theriversouth.org.    Kristina Stone Kaiser is Pastor at The 
River Church South, Marshfield. 
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Learn the Story of the Black Farmers in Georgia Who Grow Pecans for Equal Exchange 

 
Black farmers in America have endured generations of institutional and personal 

racism designed to drive them out of business.  Pecan growers at New 

Communities in Georgia, partners of Equal Exchange, are part of this story. Over 

New Communities 50-year history, the farmers have experienced more than 

their share of hardship and prejudice.  Yet today, they are still farming and looking to the future. 

 

Coming out of slavery, Black people knew that owning land was important “ to help lift the family out 

of poverty.”  By 1920, Black people owned more than 14 million acres of land.  Black farmers in the 

South played an important role in the Civil Rights Movement.  Their relative wealth meant they could 

bail protesters out of jail, and as independent businesspeople, they could take action without worrying 

about what the boss would think.  Holding on to their acreage and turning a profit has proved to be an 

uphill battle; black farmers encounter bias in countless ways, from institutions and from individual 

neighbors alike.  They weren’t able to depend on fair grading for crops like peanuts.  Many processors 

wouldn’t work with them and buyers might offer artificially low prices.  They faced discrimination from 

the banking system and had a hard time accessing loans and credit.  In consequence, they learned to 

rely on each other.   

 

New Communities, established in 1969, put cooperative values into action from the start.  It was 

America’s first community land trust, and it was owned and operated by Black farmers.  At almost 

6,000 acres, it was the largest parcel of land in the country owned by Black people.  In addition to 

devoting land to crops, the founders planned for a real community that would someday include 

villages, industry and schools. 

 

The Office of Economic Opportunity promised money and a planning grant, but protests from white 

neighbors convinced the governor, Lester Maddox, to veto federal money that might benefit their 

project.  Local opposition was constant.  Someone sabotaged their liquid fertilizer delivery, and they 

didn’t find out until the crops came up.  In the middle of the decade, drought hit the area.  Like many 

of their white neighbors, they applied to the Farmer’s Home Administration for an emergency loan.  

Someone at the agency told them straight out, “You’ll get one over my dead body.”  Their application 

was denied.  Multiple years of drought was too much, and by 1985, New Communities was in 

foreclosure.  The new owner demolished all existing buildings as if he wanted to get rid of every trace 

of what New Communities had built. 

 

New Communities’ owners weren’t the only ones who had lost their land.  In 1920, there were 

925,000 Black-owned farms, but by 1975, only 45,000 remained.  Today, just 1% of rural land is 

owned by Black Americans.  In 1997, Black farmers filed a class action suit against the USDA alleging 

that the agency’s allocation of farm loans and aid between 1981 and 1996 was unfair.  The USDA 

admitted to having discriminated against Black farmers and settled, agreeing to a payout of $1.2 billion 

in the first phase and over a billion in the second phase.   

 

New Communities filed a claim in 1999, and after years of hearings, appeals, and reviews, they were 

awarded $12 million in 2009.  They located new property, Cypress Pond Plantation, 1,638 acres once 

owned by the largest slaveholder and richest man in Georgia.  At one point, most of the land had been 

planted with pecan trees, but when New Communities took over, only 85 acres of pecans remained.  

They planted an additional 115 acres. They are also growing Satsuma oranges and Muscadine grapes for 

market.  This year, they’re growing 30 acres of vegetables to help deal with food insecurity in the local 

area.  Pecans remain their major crop.  Last year, Equal Exchange bought all of their pecan halves and 

helped find a buyer for the pieces that are a result of the shelling process.  Business is growing for New 

Communities thanks to their partnership with Equal Exchange.   



Congregational Record Updates: 

Baptism:  

Hudson Donald Corcoran, 8-23 

Removed by death: 

LaVerne Friemund, 7-6 

Mae Schultz, 8-28 

Removed by request: 

Jillian Peterson, Luke Behling 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS: 
  
     Sunday Services: Council discusses the re-opening of the building to in-person worship at every monthly meeting, 
and at times through email between meetings.  Faith Lutheran’s response to the coronavirus will continue to be a 
standing agenda item at every meeting going forward.  At the most recent meeting Aug. 20, it was again decided to not 
re-open to in-person indoor services at this time; a unanimous consensus of Council and Pastor Gisele. 
  
     Re-opening, Phase 1: Non-church groups such as the Boy Scouts, Alcoholics Anonymous and Overeaters 
Anonymous will be allowed to use the building effective in early September, following Phase 1 guidelines. More activity 
by FLC’s mission teams is also possible. One group will be allowed in the church per day. Advance notice, masks, etc. 
for all non-staff people will continue. Through mid-August, most drop-ins have taken place in the mornings, and the 
Piece Corps has been the only group to regularly use the building. A new disinfectant machine approved by Council in 
July is still on order. Council also discussed ways to safely encourage members to get together, especially those who 
are alone. Also discussed was possible drive-up Communion (wafer only) for late September.  
     Other Building News: It now appears that Audio Architects will install the Phase 1 audio/visual improvements from 
early-to-mid-October in the sanctuary. These were approved by the congregation July 19. Council also approved the 
removal of moss & algae that’s been growing on the metal roof on the north & west sides of the church. The estimated 
cost is $1,500. A work team for painting is being put together (volunteers sought), after paint has worn away on the 
east side of the building next to the alley. The work date will be Saturday, Sept. 12. Discussions continue by the Social 
Concerns/Green team on an outdoor kiosk for recyclables. 
     Education: The Rite of Confirmation service for the previous term’s Confirmands will be recorded Sept. 13.  
The virtual Vacation Bible School went well from Aug. 3-5. 
     Financially: Total FLC cash on hand rose by $1,600 in July, compared to June, and last month’s income exceeded 
expenses by $2,700. For the first 7 months of 2020, overall giving is down $9,300 from last year and expenses dropped 
by around $7,000. The church remains in relatively good fiscal shape. 
     Communication Please: Now that the church newsletter is back in business, Dar is looking for items to put in 
it!  Church groups, mission teams, etc. are asked to submit their news to secretary@faithmarshfield.org. The August 
newsletter was published online Aug. 13.  It’s at http://faithmarshfield.org/welcome/newsletter-calendar-bulletin. 
  
TO VOLUNTEER FOR ONLINE SERVICES, PRAYER CONCERNS, etc.:  Pastor Gisele Berninghaus, 
pastorgisele@yahoo.com or 920-710-2484.  

MARSHFIELD AREA  
CROP WALK  

Sunday, September 27 
1 PM WILDWOOD PARK 

75% of funds go for world,  
25% to local pantries 

Questions? 
Contact Christine Stromme 

 715-387-3502 or email  
christine.stromme@frontier.com 
 
To donate to the CROP Walk, send a 
check made out to "CWC/CROP" to 
Christine Stromme, 515 N Hinman 
Ave, Marshfield, WI 54449. 

September is HUNGER ACTION MONTH! 
The shelves at the SOS food pantry are almost empty of many 
items. The participating churches have each been assigned FOUR 
needed items for donations during the month of September.  

The assigned items for Faith are:  
Broth, Saltines, Jelly, Mac and Cheese 

 
The SOS pantry is open 12:30 - 3:30 on Mon., Tues., Wed. 
                                12:30 - 4:30 on Thurs.  
                                9:00 - 12:00 on Fri. 

Facilities Update: 

Stratford sign will be installing the ELCA logo on the front of the church.  The combination to door of 

the church has been changed to better control access.  If you have need for the combination contact 

Pam Johnson. 
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