
FAITH CONNECTION 

"For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 
under heaven" Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 
As I ponder my retirement and wonder what that new era will look like, I find myself looking 
back at my life in ordained ministry.  I began my call with you on October 1, 2015 and these 
past five years have included many changes and transitions in this congregation.  Naturally, 
I never imagined concluding ministry with you during such an unprecedented situation but 
we never know the future. 
 
When I left my teaching position with the Deaf in Des Moines Iowa to enter The Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Gettysburg Pennsylvania, I could never have imagined the diverse, 
challenging, unique people with whom my life would become intertwined.  My first year 
classrooms and Chapel on the Civil War battlefields of Gettysburg were a stark contrast to 
my second year surroundings in  the ecumenical traditions of the consortium of seminaries I 
attended in Washington D.C.  Instead of conversation with white middle class Lutherans, I 
studied with students from a variety of denominations and backgrounds while working with 
Deaf students at Gallaudet University and homeless women near Capitol Hill.  Internship in 
the inner city of Baltimore connected me with an African American and Swedish heritage 
congregation which allowed me  the opportunity to experience perspectives on Christian 
faith that broadened my awareness and gave richer depth to my understanding of grace. 
 
I was ordained on October 5, 1986 and began my first call to the  northern Maine 
communities of Stockholm and Caribou which included more Andersons in one place than 
one would expect and more moose as well.  I was a unique experience for them tool the first 
woman pastor they had ever met and eventually the first to celebrate Holy Communion with 
them while pregnant. 
 
It was difficult to leave that cold climate filled with warm people.  As I settled into my next 
call in Kankakee Illinois, I needed to learn to balance pastoral ministry with motherhood 
while lacking any role models to learn from.  The congregation grew as did I and together 
we learned God's power to make things new.  A second child proved too much to balance 
and I was blessed with a Bishop who helped me sort out my callings enabling me to take a 
leave from call to remain home with my children for a time.  That too was a learning 
experience! In a few years I was invited to use my sign language skills to assist with a new 
ministry possibility.  It was a daunting experience to create an entirely new concept 
of  ministry with Deaf folks while living into the ELCA's new ecumenical 
partnerships.  Challenges help me grow so developing a new ministry while educating five 
different denominational leaders and Bishops on Deaf culture eventually brought great joy 
and blessings to many.  Lives, denominations and cultures blended as we learned and 
experienced God's grace in surprising ways.   
 
Then the next challenge, intentional interim ministry which came about at the request of a 
Bishop who thought my personality could bring healing and hope to a wounded 
congregation.  Throughout my ministry, God has taught me to trust, to pray and listen and to 
allow God to work, to be present in my life and as a result God has done things in me and 
through me that I would not have thought possible.  I think each one of us often doubts our 
own skills and abilities but I know the Holy Spirt works in us so that we need not rely only on 
ourselves because with God so much more is possible.  The years of intentional interim 
ministry were difficult because the contexts were conflicted but insights, healing and hope 
are often the result of turmoil and brokenness. 
 
My life has been blessed with an unexpected variety of challenges, heartaches and amazing 
growth and grace. 
 
I thank you for your partnership in ministry and I trust God will continue leading you forward 
through this transition and this unusual time.  You are richly blessed with committed 
leadership and gifted staff.  Please continue praying for them and communicating with each 
other so that the Holy Spirit will surprise and bless you and the larger community with her 
creative power. 
 

 God's Peace, Pastor Gisele 
 

WORSHIP  
Remember you can find 
our Sunday Worship 
Service at the following 
locations: 
1.  Faith Lutheran Church 
Facebook Page 
2.  Faith Lutheran Church 
Website http://
www.faithmarshfield.org/
worship 
3.  YouTube - Make sure 
to Subscribe to the Faith 
Lutheran Church - 
Marshfield YouTube 
Channel https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=vZfqkjHI2Mo 
4.  Faith Lutheran Church 
Marshfield App.   
5.  Spectrum Cable 
Channel 989.  Our 
Service will appear during 
the following times: 
- Wednesdays at 6:00 am 
(this will be the TV debut 
for each Sunday service) 
- Fridays at 4:00 pm 
- Sundays at 11:00 am 
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GLOW will meet on October 11th and October 25th this month 
 
Our offering collected September – December will be given to the NOW Program. 

Faith Education & Family—Making Connections  

Denver 2020 2021 

In early June, the Youth Advisory Team made the decision to cancel our mission trip to Denver that was scheduled 

for this past July/early August.  We were saddened to lose out on our faith and service journey to Denver, 

especially for our Seniors.  While our intent was to then plan for the ECLA Youth Gathering scheduled for July 

2021, this event was then postponed to July 2022.  So we are back to hoping that we can provide a mission trip 

to Denver now scheduled for July 23 through August 1, 2021. 

Can Collection 

Faith Lutheran Youth continue to collect cans as a fundraiser for our future trips.  While our First Sunday  

of the Month collection time is temporarily paused, cans can be placed inside the church garage (if you  

can bring them in plastic garbage bags that would be wonderful).  You can also bring them along to be  

collected at our next Drive Through Communion scheduled for October. 

They can also be dropped off Monday through Friday at Shaw’s Wrecking Yard – just mention you would like the 

money to go to Faith Lutheran Youth.  Please remember aluminum cans only – no glass or tin cans in the mix.  

FLY Gathering Restart 

Middle School and Senior High Youth have started to gather again after our Kickoff at the Fall Festival a few 

weeks ago.  Senior High Youth will be gathering the first and third Sunday each month in either late afternoon or 

early evening.  This past Sunday we met outside for bonfire hosted by the Grassman family.  Our next gathering is 

slated for October 18.  Middle School Youth will meet after Confirmation from 11 AM to Noon on the first 

scheduled confirmation class Sunday each month.  Our first gathering is set for this Sunday, October 11.  Both 

groups will be meeting in person as long as we are able. 

 

Sixth Annual Italian Dinner 

One of our biggest fundraiser of the year usually occurs in early November and that’s the 

Annual Spaghetti Dinner.  Since we won’t be able to offer a dinner as we have traditionally 

in the past, we are going to change it up a bit this year.  On November 1, we will be 

providing a Take and Bake Italian Dinner for curbside pickup.  The menu will consist of Five-

Cheese Zita al Forno and breadsticks.  You will be able order it in a large size pan for serving 

4-6 and small size which will serve 2-4.  Orders will be taken electronically and we will try 

to also have a call in option as well.  We anticipate ordering will be available from October 10th through 18th.  

We will also offer some delivery options for those not physically able to come to the church for pick up.  Watch 

for additional details on Facebook, email and other social media in the upcoming weeks.  If the Covid situation 

prevents us from continuing with this fundraiser, it will be rescheduled to early 2021.     

 

News from Faith Lutheran Youth - October 

Wishing a Happy Birthday to  
the following students: 
 
Bryce Grimm 9/12 
Lucas VandenElzen 9/15 
Dylan Schiferl 10/1 
Ellee Thompson 10/3 
Mallory Thompson 10/8 
Bryce Schade 10/10 

We rejoice and celebrate the 
following students Baptismal 
Birthdays: 
 

Brooklyn Corcoran 9/14 
Carson VandenElzen 9/18 
Maya Cournoyer 10/14 
Madason Cournoyer 10/17 
Zack Roehrborn 10/28  



DRIVE-UP COMMUNION: Our next Drive-Up Communion is 

scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 18 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., using 

the same route we followed in our initial drive-up Sept. 27. The map 

is included here.  Once again, you’ll be able to drop off your church 

offerings and donations to Soup Or Socks food pantry on Cherry 

Avenue near the main entrance, just before you enter the church 

driveway to receive the sacrament. You’re asked to remain in your 

vehicle the entire time; more than 80 people and almost 40 vehicles 

safely and efficiently made it through during our first such 

Communion. 

2020Council Representatives 
Paul Kapla—President  pkapla@charter.net 
Sue Vrana – Vice-president, Faith in Action 
svrana@charter.net 
Thom Gerretsen—Secretary, Worship & Music   
tgwert@hotmail.com 
Bill Olsen — Treasurer  billolsen@tds.net 
Donna Streiff— Education streiffonclay@tds.net 
Theresa Hanson—Youth, Personnel  
btzchanson@gmail.com 
Nolan Quarne—Youth 
Jan Taylor—Social Concerns/Green  
jantaylor15@gmail.com 
Lisa Helstein— Social Concerns/Green,  
Worship and Music helsteinlkh@aol.com   
Ron Jensen— Education  jensens4@tds.net 

How to Contact Us  
Church Phone 
715-387-3757 

Office open by appt only 
9-3 Monday—Thursday 

Pastor Gisele Berninghaus  
pastorgisele@yahoo.com 
Dar Schubert, Office Manager 
secretary@faithmarshfield.org 
Cheryl Zimmerman, 
Communications Director 
communications@faithmarshfield.org 
Kim Vrana, Youth Director 
youth@faithmarshfield.org 
Treva Tisdell, 
Education & Family Ministry Director 
familyed@faithmarshfield.org 
Julie Crist, Interim Music Director 
music@faithmarshfield.org 
Richard Brunson, Choir Director  
rbbrunson@gmail.com 
Website faith@faithmarshfield.org 

Lydia Quixano Perez lives in the Mexican city of Acapulco.   She runs a bookstore.  She has a son 
Luca, the love of her life, and a wonderful husband who is a journalist. 
Her life is, by and large, fairly comfortable;  Until she and Luca are forced to flee and find themselves 
miles and worlds away from that comfortable middle-class existence. 
  

American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins, was the FLC Book Club’s choice for September. 
Everyone said that this was a wonderfully told story for our current times, and they couldn’t put it 
down. We recommend it to you all. 
 

The book for November is Deacon King Kong;  This novel, by James McBride is the funny sharp, and 
surprising story of the shooting of a Brooklyn drug dealer and the people who witnessed it.  

Contact Pat Anderson if you would like to join our next ZOOM meeting. 
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The Green Team is excited to offer Faith members the opportunity to recycle CDs and DVDs in an 
environmentally friendly way!  Please read the information below if you would like to know more.  This 
service is free, but we need to pay postage.  2 options to consider:  If you are willing to pick up a box 
and pay shipping charges yourself, fantastic.  If you can’t do that, CDs, DVDs, and cases can now be 
dropped off at the recycling kiosk, now located in the garage next to our church building.  The Green 
Team will take it from there. 
 
If you choose to ship them yourself:   
 

Flat rate shipping boxes are free, and available in the garage.  You can also find them at the Post 
Office or Festival Foods.  Shipping is paid when you take them back to be mailed.   

It is very important that you remove CDs and DVDs from their cases, and that you remove any paper 
items.  CDs, DVDs and cases may, however, all be placed in the same box. 

Make sure to write “Free CD Recycling” on outside of shipping box. 
Questions?  Please contact Joyce Cesar or any Green Team member, or see the display in the 

garage.  Joyce can be reached at jjcesar@charter.net or at 715.387.0485 
 
Here is the information from the recycler: 

 
WELCOME TO FREE CD/DVD RECYCLING 

Free CD/DVD Recycling is a service offered by Back Thru The Future Technology Disposal to consumers 
with a desire to improve their environmental footprint. CDs are made of high value recyclable material – 
polycarbonate plastic.  The recycling of CDs saves substantial amounts of energy and prevents significant 
amounts of both air and water pollution attributed to the manufacturing of these items from virgin material. 
You pay the cost of shipping. Select a suitable package. The US Post Office “Flat Rate” boxes are an 
excellent choice. Write “Free CD Recycling” on the outside of your shipping box. 
Please remove the CDs and DVDs from the jewel cases and/or plastic cases and discard any paper. 
We will accept jewel cases and plastic cases for recycling sent in the same box as the CDs & DVDs 
We will not accept jewel cases and plastics on their own.  
If you have any questions regarding the program please email CD@BACKTHRUTHEFUTURE.COM 
  

MAIL the box to this address: 
 

Back Thru The Future Computer Recycling 
1 Park Drive, Suite 9 

Franklin, New Jersey 07416 
 

 
CD/DVD RECYCLING FACTS 

A CD/DVD is considered a class 7 recyclable plastic. 
 
150 cubic feet of natural gas, 1 cup of crude oil and 12 gallons of water are required to manufacture 15 CD (1/2 a pound of 
plastic) 

A CD can take 1 million years to decompose in a landfill 
 
 
CDs can be recycled for use in new products. Specialized electronic recycling companies clean, grind, blend, and compound 
the discs into a high-quality plastic for a variety of uses, including: automotive industry parts, raw materials to make plastics 
(Discs are ground into a gravel-like substance, which is sold to companies that melt it down and convert it to plastic), office 
equipment, alarm boxes and panels, street lights, and electrical cable insulation, and even jewel cases. 
 
In 1983, when CDs were introduced in the United States, 800,000 discs were sold. By 1990, this number had grown to close 
to 1 billion! 
 
More than 5.5 million boxes of software go to landfills & incinerators, plus people throw away millions of music CDs each 
year! 

Every month approximately 100,000 pounds of CDs become obsolete (outdated, useless, or unwanted) 
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Caring for Creation and our Community 
 

The School District of Marshfield recently received a solar panel grant to install a solar 
PV system at the School Forest along with an interactive display.  The purpose of plac-
ing a solar panel array at the School Forest is to educate students on renewable energy 
as well as offset utility costs for the non-profit school district.  A Leadership Marshfield 
Team proposed the “Sustainable Marshfield” Solar Campaign.  Community members 
and businesses are being asked to consider a donation to offset expenses not covered by 
the grant.  The Green Team/Social Concerns agrees it is a valuable project for the com-
munity and would like Faith Lutheran Church to join the list of sponsors.  To make a 
contribution, use a BLUE offering envelope, write “Green Team Solar Project” on it, 
and send it to the church. Donations will be combined as one donation from the church. 

EQUAL EXCHANGE – FAIRLY TRADED 
 

Fair Trade means paying small-scale farmers fairly and investing in agricultural communities around the world.  It has been 
several months since the last in-person Equal Exchange Fair Trade Sale was held in the church, and it is unknown when 
another sale can be held in the building.   If anyone would like to purchase Equal Exchange coffee, tea, chocolate/cocoa, or 
pecans, contact Lisa Helstein at (715) 591-2072 or helsteinlkh@aol.com to work out a plan for delivery.  You can also 
place your own order at shop.equalexchange.coop, although prices for single items are higher than the price per case that 
we have ordered.  
 
Products available include: 
 
Coffee      Tea 
 
Organic Breakfast Blend   Organic Chai 
Organic Ethiopian    Organic Darjeeling 
Organic French Roast    Organic Earl Gray 
Organic Love Buzz    Organic English Breakfast 
Cozy Cup Decaf    Organic Green 
Hazelnut Crème     Organic Green with Ginger 
Organic Breakfast Blend single-serve  Organic Mint Green 
      Organic Ginger 
      Organic Peppermint  
      Organic Vanilla Rooibos 
 
Chocolate Bars     Cocoa 
 
Organic Dark Choc. Almond   Organic Baking Cocoa 
Organic Dk Choc. Caramel/Sea Salt  Organic Hot Cocoa 
Organic Dk Choc. Mint Crunch   Organic Dark Hot Chocolate 
Organic Very Dark Choc. 
Organic Choc. W/Coconut Milk   Chocolate Chips 
Organic Milk Choc. Caramel/Sea Salt   
Organic Milk Chocolate    Organic Bittersweet 
Organic Dark Choc. Ecuador   Organic Semi-Sweet 
 
Natural Pecans 
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5 Ways to Live More Sustainably 
 Don’t toss it; fix it:  Take up basic sewing skills to fix holes or sew buttons onto your 

clothes.  Transform items you don’t wear anymore into a new garment.  You also can 
look online for tutorials to fix or repurpose other items. 

 
Lower your energy bill:  Incorporating small changes like switching to LED lightbulbs, 

turning off devices at night, or opening your blinds to enjoy natural light instead of 
leaving lights on, really add up.  If the weather is nice, hang your laundry outside to 
dry. 

 
DIY when you can:  Many cleaning, beauty, and hygiene products can be made at home, 

with simple ingredients that are free of plastic and harsh chemicals.  Not to mention, 
it can be a good money-saver. 

 
Buy less:  If you really need or want something, try looking at secondhand stores first to 

score a better deal, and to do the environment a favor. 
 
Reduce food waste:  Try to buy only the groceries you need.  Embrace meal prepping 

and get creative with leftovers.  Composting is also a great way to reduce waste. 
 

Adapted from Thrivent Magazine, Fall 2020 

Are you interested in knowing more about environmental protection efforts in Wisconsin, and what you can do to 

improve and sustain clean water and air?  Consider going to the website for the Clean Wisconsin organization:  

cleanwisconsin.org.  They are the oldest and largest state group dedicated to the defense of Wisconsin’s natural 

heritage.  At their website, you can read press releases on current topics; sign up for informative emails; and voice 

your support on specific issues by signing statements that are sent to the Natural Resources Board and to our state 

lawmakers.  Check it out!   

What’s New with Recycling at Faith Lutheran? 
 The recycling kiosk is now located in the garage. 
 
 We are no longer accepting batteries or plastic caps.  Batteries may be recycled in Weston at Battery Mart.  They 

will accept several dozen but not ‘buckets full’ of AA and AAA batteries at no charge.  This facility is about 1 
mile north and west of the Camp Phillips exit on WI 29. 

 
Plastic caps may now be placed, a handful at a time, inside a larger recyclable plastic container that has a screw-on 

top. 
  

Items that we still accept: 
 
Eye glasses, cell phones, Christmas lights, electric cords and wires, electronic cables, greeting card fronts, candles, 

crayons, and CFL bulbs. 
 
NEW!  Now accepting CDs and DVDs – please see separate article. 
 
If you have recycling questions, please call or email a Green Team member:  
Kathy & John Campbell, Jen & Dave Smith, Joyce Cesar, Jan Taylor, Lisa Helstein or Cathy Lau.   
 

THANK YOU FOR RECYCLING !!! 



 

 

Do you have a voting plan?  Don’t forget to register if you have not already done so.  If 
you are voting by absentee ballot, remember to double-check that you have filled it out 
correctly, and make sure to return it soon!   
Important Deadlines: More than one of these were adjusted by a Federal judge in a decision 
handed down Monday, September 21. Please note the original deadlines as they currently stand: 
 
·      October 21 [originally October 14] – Registering to vote online [by 11:59 p.m.] or by mail 
[postmark] 
·      October 22-29 – Window for requesting a replacement ballot if the original has not arrived. 
·      October 30 at 5 p.m. – Registering to vote in person 
·      November 3 – Register at your polling place on Election Day OR put absentee ballot in mail 
·      November 9 [originally November 3] – Receive absentee ballots postmarked on or before 
November 3. 
 
  
Wisconsin Elections Commission – There is a lot of useful general information about elections 
and voting on the Commission’s website: https://elections.wi.gov/ 
 
November 3 Election Information – This is a page with information directly related to voting in 
the November 3 election, including important deadlines for submitting and receiving absentee 
ballots: https://elections.wi.gov/node/7033 
 
MyVote Website – This is an online system set up by the Election Commission to allow registered 
voters to access information about their own voting, including registration status and finding polling 
places [which may have changed because of the pandemic]: https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/ 

 
“Voting is the expression of our commitment to ourselves, 

one another, this country, and this world.”    
  - Sharon Salzberg 

The SOS pantry is open  12:30 - 3:30 on Mon., Tues., Wed. 
                                  12:30 - 4:30 on Thurs.  
                                    9:00 - 12:00 on Fri. 

The following items are needed:  Broth, Jelly, Tomato Sauce,  
Tomato Paste, Pork and Beans, Rice Mixes, Noodle Mixes, Canned Carrots 
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Congregational Record Updates: 

Removed by request: 
Alex Jensen 
Victoria Jensen 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS: 
  
     Sept. 15 Regular Monthly Meeting: 

• Pastor Gisele announced her retirement/resignation, effective Nov. 22. The Council arranged a meeting 
with a representative of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin for Sept. 24 to learn initial information about the 
transition and call process for a new pastor. 

• Phase 1 Re-opening: A decision on resuming in-person worship was delayed until the Oct. 21 Council 
meeting. Sunday School classes will start meeting in the building in October, and entry points for participants 
are being discussed. A new disinfectant machine remains on back-order. More people have been entering the 
church building as fall activities begin. FLY (Faith Lutheran Youth) will meet inside the building in October, 
and Youth Director Kim Vrana is seeking an adult chaperone for the sessions. 

• A route and plans were set for FLC’s first Drive-Up Communion Sept. 27.  Council members volunteered 
for Communion distribution, traffic control, and monitoring drops-offs for church offerings and donations for 
the Crop Walk and Soup Or Socks pantry. The Worship & Music Mission Team will coordinate future drive-
ups. 

• New church member/staff photo directories are close to being printed and will include paper inserts with 
member information.  

Building Updates: An updated price quote will be considered in October for installing new doors at the 
main entrance; security cameras are being discussed for the inside front area; a contractor is being 
considered to look at repairing gaps and cracks in the sidewalk along the church building. 

 
     Sept. 24 Special Meeting 
Six Council members on Zoom with Rev. Randy Olson, Assistant to the Bishop of the ELCA Northwest 
Synod of Wisconsin, to summarize the process of selecting a new pastor. The Synod will refer a candidate for 
an Interim Pastor, and a search is underway.  A local Transition Team and a Call Team will have specific 
duties as part of the process. And the Congregation through the Call Team will extend an invitation to the 
final candidate for a permanent pastor. The length of the process hinges on a number of factors, including the 
COVID-19 pandemic. However, Rev. Olson says the average is about one year from the time a pastor leaves 
until a permanent new spiritual leader begins. 

FACILITY UPDATES 

We met by Zoom on September 15.   We discussed the following: 

•        Sign above the front doors of the Church 

•        Door code 

•        Elevator inspection 

•        Sanitizing parts of the building being used 

•        Large spaces in the sidewalk in front of the church building 

•        Groups using the church 

•        Glow attending inside the building on Sundays 

•        Cameras 

•        Front doors 

•        Work Day in October 

We are looking into many of the above and how to solve some of the issues. 

FACILITY IS SPONSORING A WORK DAY  

You are invited to come and help on Saturday, October 24 starting at 10:00.  We will be cleaning 
gardens, painting doors, and fixing the sidewalk in the front of the building.  The more hands the 
lighter the work.  We will be outside and easily social distancing. 



NOTE FROM THE TREASURER:                
 

General giving thru Sep 30th 2020             $ 207,141.22           
One-time expenses for 2020        (10,968.76) 
2020 expenses thru Sep 30th 2020            (228,649.75) 
 
Deficit for 2020                 $ (32,477.29) 
 
RESTRICTED DONATIONS AND SEASONAL GIVINGS PAID OUT THUS FAR 
 
World Hunger              $    650.00             
Malawi         100.00 
Food Pantry           70.00             
              
Lutheran World Relief       830.00 
Mary’s Place         700.00 
Lutheran Social Svcs        120.00 
ELCA Disaster          65.00 
 
Total               $ 2,535.00 
 
ELCA Benevolence thru Sept 30th 2020           $ 18,726.10 
Lutheran Social Services benevolence             2,700.00 
Crossways Camp benevolence              2,325.00 
Homme Home benevolence                  450.00 
 
General giving is approximately $10,000 less than a year ago. General expenses are down about $9,700. The 
general checking account is good at this time only because of the $39,000 grant we received because of the 
pandemic. The money saved by getting these grants will be used to upgrade the audio and the front doors. 

Giving Envelopes for 2021 
Dar is working on the order for the 2021 giving envelopes.   Many of you have adjusted 
your giving practices during the pandemic. Please call her at 715-387-3757 to let her know 
if you need more envelopes for next year or if you have enough.  Remember we do have an 
online giving option too.   
Let us know if you need information on that.   

 

THANK YOU  

To all of you who have already let me 

know what you need. 

To be remembered in our prayers:  The family of Maxine Morgan whose father died, the family of Dale 
Bohm whose brother died , the family of Nicole Quarne whose sister died, Gordy Stargardt, Judy Rhode’s 
grandson Devon Klement, Ruth Todd’s son-in-law Floyd Siems, Jan Taylor’s sister Jody, the Brusewitz family, 
Steve Hadlock’s father Al, Karen Pugh’s step-son Kevin, Joan Conklin, Mitzi Gustafson, Mary Bjarnason, Marcie 
Binning, Mark Zimmerman, Kathy Voigt's son-in-law Jeff Langfeldt, Jim Oelhafen, Nate Norberg, Jan S & Lynn P, 
and Stan & Betty Panek's daughter Lisa.       


