
 
 
  Greetings to all! I want to take this opportunity to share a few things.  I will be 

your pastor for the coming months. You can contact me through the church 

office. You may also call me directly at 715-223-5316 (also text), email at 

revnia10@gmail.com, or through Facebook messenger (Nancy Amacher). 

Information about office hours will be announced through the weekly news. 

 

I thought it might be fun to answer questions as a way for you to get to know 

me.   

 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the ordination of women (European 

descent women) in the ELCA. Do you have a story about that? I was ordained in 

1986. My first call was to Trinity Lutheran, Appleton, WI, as associate pastor. 

One day I was in the elevator at Appleton Medical Center on my way to visit a 

parishioner. The elevator passengers included one other woman and two men. I 

could tell one of the men wanted to say something but for some reason was 

hesitating. Finally, he could resist no longer and burst out, “Well, what are you 

anyway, a nun?” I smiled, “No, I’m one of the pastors at Trinity Lutheran here in 

Appleton. Thanks for asking.”  He seemed satisfied! 

 

What is your favorite part of the nativity story from Luke 2? There is so much on 

which to focus—shepherds, animals, Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, angels. I have to 

say that my favorite part is the light in the sky. When the shepherds see the 

“glory of the Lord” and hear the angels’ message about Jesus’ birth, they are at 

first terrified. The terror turns to awe as the light inspires them to “go and see” 

what God has done. In the coming month, when homes and businesses are 

decorated with all manner of lights, I imagine each light a message from God 

proclaiming the hope that is Jesus.  

 

Besides the nativity story from the Bible, what is another favorite Christmas 

story? No contest. “How The Grinch Stole Christmas” by Dr. Seuss. It has all the 

elements of a great story—community, character growth, timeless theme. And 

during this year of a health crisis compounded by economic challenges, what 

could be more appropriate than the idea that the Grinch could not stop 

Christmas from coming! “Maybe Christmas…perhaps…means a little bit more.” 

Christmas means God coming to us in human form; nothing stops that! 

 

Blessings of Advent and Christmas to all, 

 Pastor Nancy 

 
Christmas Eve 

Worship  
 

Our YouTube service 
will be uploaded that 

morning for you to 
enjoy at your 
convenience. 

 
 

 

Upcoming Dates 
Dec 24th— Office Closed 
Dec 29th—Deadline for 2020 Contributions 
Dec 31st —  Office Closed  
 

 

WORSHIP   
WORSHIP  

Remember you can find 
our Sunday Worship 
Service at the following 
locations: 
1.  Faith Lutheran 
Church Facebook Page 
2.  Faith Lutheran 
Church Website http://
www.faithmarshfield.o
rg/worship 
3.  YouTube - Make 
sure to Subscribe to the 
Faith Lutheran Church - 
Marshfield YouTube 
Channel https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vZfqkjHI2Mo 
4.  Faith Lutheran 
Church Marshfield 
App.   
5.  Spectrum Cable 
Channel 989.  Our Ser-
vice will appear during 
the following times: 
- Wednesdays at 6:00 
am (this will be the TV 
debut for each Sunday 
service) 
- Fridays at 4:00 pm 
- Sundays at 11:00 am 

Faith Connection   
December 2020 
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Celebrating their Baptismal Birthdays this month are: 

Bryce Grimm 12/3/06 

Louisa Rand 12/27/12 

 

Happy Birthday to following students: 

Alexis Rhodes 12/5/15 

Breeleigh Polzin 12/22/14 

 

GLOW will meet in person on December 6
th
 and 20

th
  

 

A Thrivent Grant was received to help purchase items for gift 

bags/jars. Students will assemble the gifts and we will distribute 

them to A Better Way Clubhouse and to teachers at Madison 

Elementary School. Material was donated so that our Confirmation Students can make tie-blankets for 

Marshfield Area Respite and the Marshfield Fire Department.  

 

Our offering collected September – December will be given to the NOW Program. 

 

  

Can Collection 

Faith Lutheran Youth continue to collect cans as a fundraiser for our future trips.  While our First 

Sunday of the Month collection time is temporarily paused, cans can be placed inside the church 

garage (if you can bring them in plastic garbage bags that would be wonderful).   

They can also be dropped off Monday through Friday at Shaw’s Wrecking Yard – just mention 

you would like the money to go to Faith Lutheran Youth.  Please remember aluminum cans only 

– no glass, tin cans or other items you think can be recycled in the mix.  

 

 

 

             Sixth Annual Italian Dinner Fundraiser 
 

Grazie Mille to everyone who ordered  

pasta dinners this year!   

Proceeds from this event will go to   

support our youth program. 

 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Shopping Online?  Try Amazon Smile 
                      See info on next page 

 

Faith Education & Making Connections  

 
FLY News and Upcoming Events  



 
 

 

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets you enjoy the same wide selection of products, low 
prices, and convenient shopping features as on Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on Ama-
zonSmile (smile.amazon.com), the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases 
to the charitable organizations selected by you.  In this case, when you select Faith Lutheran Church Marshfield 
as your designated charity, the AmazonSmile contribution will automatically go to Faith Lutheran Youth.  You 
do not need to do anything else to allow this to happen. We received almost $50 from Amazon last year from 
your designation. 

Tell all your friends and relatives to visit AmazonSmile and select Faith Lutheran Church Marshfield or better 
yet type in or click on the link below:  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1032355  

 

What is AmazonSmile? 

Need gift ideas that will make 

a world of difference?  Visit 

www.ELCA.org/goodgifts 

WORSHIP & MUSIC NOTES: 

Midweek Advent devotional videos will be available on our Youtube channel beginning Wednesday, Dec. 2.  

These will be short videos designed to offer an extra devotional time during Advent.   

Christmas worship will look a little different this year –there will be an online Christmas Eve worship service 

this year filled with Scripture readings and music!  Our worship video will be uploaded to Youtube the morn-

ing of Christmas Eve so it will be available to watch at your convenience.  We hope you will make our online 

worship service a part of your Christmas celebration this year.  

Seeking holiday photos of congregation members next to their Christmas trees 

or other holiday decorations to include during prelude time in our online Christ-

mas Eve video worship. If you’d like to contribute a photo, please email to Julie 

Crist music@faithmarshfield.org or Cheryl Zimmerman communica-

tions@faithmarshfield.org by no later than December 17. Since we won’t be 

meeting in person this year on Christmas Eve, this would be a wonderful way to 

‘see’ each other on our COVID Christmas Eve. 

 

Sharing the Peace is being added on a regular basis to our online worship service.  Please consider partici-

pating by sending in a short video to be used in future services. Email Julie at music@faithmarshfield.org with 

questions on where and how to send in your video clip. 
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS – NOVEMBER 18 

  
•After considerable discussion, the Council voted 

unanimously to further limit in-building activities IF Marshfield 
public schools move to 100% virtual classes. In that event, 
activities for school-aged youngsters … including GLOW/
Sunday School … would not be conducted in the church. 
Groups of adults 18-and-older could still make the choice to 
have in-church activities under the Phase 1 Reopening 
guidelines, which include proper social distancing. 
•After review, the Council made no proposal to resume in-

person worship at this time. This will be re-reviewed and 
taken up again at the Dec. 16 meeting. The church’s new 
disinfectant machine has arrived and guidelines for using it 
are in the process of being established. 
•It was decided NOT to designate Christmas worship 

offerings to a specific group or cause this year. General giving 
has declined in October & November – and as a result, all of 
2020’s Christmas donations will be allocated to FLC’s general 
fund. 

At the urging of the Synod, the Council gave Pastor Gisele 
an “exit interview.” Among her recommendations were to 
encourage new people to our leadership in order to provide 
“fresh eyes,” and consider a different type of worship 
gathering in the future to “gather people together for 
discussion, people not necessarily from a church 
background.”  The search continues for new Council members 
and for the Transition Team that’s part of the search for a new 
permanent pastor. 

 

Tax-deductible 
contributions for tax 
year 2020 are due by 
December 29th.   

How to Contact Us  
Church Phone 
715-387-3757 

Office open by appt only 
9-3 Monday—Thursday 

Interim Pastor Nancy Amacher 
revnia10@gmail.com 
Dar Schubert, Office Manager 
secretary@faithmarshfield.org 
Cheryl Zimmerman, 
Communications Director 
communications@faithmarshfield.org 
Kim Vrana, Youth Director 
youth@faithmarshfield.org 
Treva Tisdell, 
Education & Family Ministry Director 
familyed@faithmarshfield.org 
Julie Crist, Music Director 
music@faithmarshfield.org 
Richard Brunson, Choir Director  
rbbrunson@gmail.com 
Website faith@faithmarshfield.org 

Congregational Record Updates: 

 

Removed by death: 

Dolly Kobs, Nov 11 

Removed,  

Moved out of area: 

Michael Yohn 

To be remembered in our prayers:  Bernie 
Binning, the family of John Jamar—Alice 
Kapla’s uncle, Jonel Brown, Hudson Ow-
en, the Brusewitz family, Steve Hadlock's fa-
ther Al, Joan Conklin, Mitzi Gustafson, Marcie 
Binning, Mark Zimmerman, Kathy Voigt's son-
in-law Jeff Langfeldt, Jim Oelhafen, Nate 
Norberg, Jan S & Lynn P, and Stan & Betty 
Panek's daughter Lisa.      

As part of the call process we will need to form 2 teams of 6 persons 
each.  The first is a Transition Team.  This team will start work in 
December and be tasked with completing the assessment of our needs 
and wants in a new pastor.  This involves completing documents from the 
Synod that ask questions about our congregation, past, present, and 
future.  The second team is the Call Team.  This team will be tasked with 
working with Pastor Randy Olson to interview candidates and recommend 
one candidate to the congregation for the position of our senior 
pastor.  Once that has been completed the congregation will vote to 
approve and call that person.  The Call Team will start its work once the 
Transition Team has completed their work. 
  
If you are interested in being considered to serve on either team please 
let Dar or Paul Kapla know of your interest and for which team.  Email or 
call Dar at the church office or Paul at pkapla@charter.net. 
  
COUNCIL MEMBERS NEEDED 
  
Each February at our annual meeting we elect new members to our 
church council.  This year there will be 3 positions to fill.  Each is for a 3 
year term.  If you are interested in being on the ballot in February please 
let either Dar or Paul Kapla know of your willingness to serve.  Dar can be 
reached at the church office or Paul at pkapla@charter.net. 

NEED HELP?  At the beginning of the 
pandemic we asked if anyone needed help 
with picking up groceries or prescriptions or 
other needs.  As Covid numbers rise we are 
offering help again.  If you need help with 
anything please let us know.  
Office—715-387-3757  
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Thank you for the gracious ways you have recognized my retirement and our shared 
ministry.  Your cards, emails, thoughtful messages, expressions of gratitude, your gifts and 
your smiling eyes (I do miss seeing your smiling faces behind those masks!!!!) are blessings I 
will continue to appreciate.  Our lives have intersected and my faith has deepened and 
broadened as a result.  I am blessed and so very grateful.  May God's grace and strength 
continue to fill you with hope as God leads us all forward into God's future.  You will continue 
to be in my thoughts and my prayers. 
 
 God's Peace, Pastor Gisele 

FAREWELL EVENT BY THE NUMBERS: 
Honorees: 2 (Pastor Gisele & her husband  
Tim Van Eyck) 
Total vehicles driving through: 59 (in 90 minutes) 
Total drivers & passengers served: 109 (2 
walkups) 
Total accepting Communion: 109 (everyone in 
vehicles) 
Total pets who graced us from their vehicle 
seats: 3 
Total volunteers: Approximately 10 (Council 
members and others) 
Communion served to volunteers and taken 
home to spouses: 13 
Full car trunks of food donated by participants to 
Marshfield’s Soup Or Socks pantry: 1 
TOTAL INVOLVED IN THIS EVENT: 124 

Ever since mid-March, Pastor Gisele has reminded anyone who would listen that our church is NOT a building – 
that our Lord is with all of us, and so should church’s outreach and caring.   

Pastor Gisele with the quilt Piece Corps made for her. 
A BIG THANK YOU to Karen and Lorraine for all the 

work you did on the quilt top. 

DRIVE-UP FAREWELL EVENT FOR 
PASTOR GISELE BERNINGHAUS,  

WITH COMMUNION 
Organized & Conducted by Faith Lutheran 
Church Council – Marshfield, Wisconsin 

November 8, 2020 
 

$475 was collected and donated to  

Soup or Socks 



Social Justice Mission Team 
 
     The Social Justice Mission Team has a new page on the church’s website.  The team has gathered a list of 
suggested books to read, links to helpful resources, and other information that has helped them to learn more about 
economic, racial and social injustice.  Check it out.  “White Fragility” is one of the books on their list of suggested 
readings, and the group plans to have discussion on it in January.  Watch for the date and time to be announced to 
join in the discussion. 

                         Homme Youth and Family Programs – Lutheran Social Services 
     The Homme Youth and Family Program in Wittenberg provides a court ordered treatment program for boys 10 through 18 years old.  They have 

sent us a letter asking for assistance in providing Christmas gifts to those in the program and included a list of gift suggestions.  Items may be 

dropped off at the church during Dar’s office hours or during a drive-through drop-off on December 14 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM.  December 14 

is the final day for drop-off.  Gifts should be left unwrapped, but gift bags are welcome.  No bathrobes, food or glass items are wanted. 

New clothing sizes M through XL   Remote control cars  Athletic shoes, snow boots sizes 8-11   

Games      Winter jackets/snow pants  Watches 

Slippers      Art Supplies   Badger/Brewer/Bucks items   

Word find/crosswords    Basketballs/footballs  Wallets 

Fishing gear     DVD’s – G or PG rated movies Coloring books     

PS4 games rated “E”    McDonald’s gift cards  Car Air Fresheners (for rooms) 

                Do You Have Bags of Bags? 
 
One good way to keep some sustainable practices going 
is to keep bags of bags in a closet or cupboard.   
 
One bag is for the reusable shopping bags you can still 
use in some stores.   

 
Another bag is for keeping clean bags that you get at 
retail stores that you can use again for other purposes, 
or choose to recycle.   

 

A third bag is for other types of plastic film that you can recycle in the same places as you do the plastic bags – at 
the entrances to stores such as the supermarkets, Target, Kohls, etc.   
 
These types of plastic film include: 

* the plastic wrap that surrounds items such as toilet paper or multiple boxes of Kleenex,napkins, paper towels, 
disposable cups, diapers, female sanitary products   
* carryout plastic bags  *  newspaper bags          * bread bags 
* dry cleaning bags   *  bubble wrap        * plastic shipping envelopes (remove labels) 
* air pillows (deflate them) *  furniture and electronic wrap    *zip-lock type food storage bags  
 
Some cereal box liners can be recycled.  If you try to tear them and they tear like paper, do not include; others 

are OK to recycle with plastic film products. 
 

These must all be clean, dry, and free of receipts or other paper. 
Happy Recycling!!  



Recycling Notes, Part 2 
 

The following are notes from the Green Team’s one-hour Zoom meeting that was recorded with First 
Presbyterian’s Green Team and Amanda Haffele, the Solid Waste Director for Portage County.  If you would like 
to read all of it at one time or see the zoom meeting recording, it is available on the church app and on the website.  
Amanda works at the site where our recycled goods go.  If you have additional questions after reading our articles 
or watching the Zoom interview, you can reach her office at 715.345.5960.  You can also check out their Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/PortageCountyRecycles 

 
Steel and Aluminum Cans 

No need to remove labels.   But if the cans have stickers, those must be removed 
Nestle lids inside the cans.  If they come off, put them inside the can and crimp the top shut; then the lid won’t 

go loose in the system 
No aluminum foil or food tins 
No aerosol cans 
No loose bottle caps; they can also be placed inside a can with the top crimped shut.  A small handful of metal 

caps (from beer bottles, etc.) can go inside a metal or steel can.  Important to pinch (crimp) top shut.   
If you have glass jars from products such as spaghetti sauce or olives, you can recycle the glass jars, and put 

the metal lids inside a can, also. 
 

Plastics 
Remove liquids and food (use a spatala if necessary to remove as much as possible with a few swipes).  You 

don’t need to hand wash or run through dishwasher. 
If container has a plastic cap, leave it on for recycling 
No plastic berry or salad containers [this one was a big surprise for the Green Team] 
If the container has a plastic label that is ‘shrink-wrapped’ onto the exterior, that label must be removed and 

thrown away 
No motor oil bottles 
No plastic cups, plates, utensils 
No plastic toys, laundry baskets, etc. 
No plastic film or bags – these go in the plastic bag bins at Pick N Save, Festival, Target, etc. 
 

Other items that go in those bag bins: 
tortilla bags, bread bags, bubble wrap, plastic packs used in shipping, produce bags (the kind that you pull off 

the roll at the supermarket), newspaper bags, baggies, Ziploc bags, plastic liners from cereal boxes, cracker 
boxes, etc.  Plastic envelopes are OK to put in, as long as the liners are also plastic (not fiber) 

 

Put in the trash: 
fresh flowers bags, frozen vegetable / fruit bags, pre-washed salad bags 

Have questions about other products that can be recycled this way? 
 a great resource to check out is:  plasticfilmrecycling.org 

 
May NOT be recycled: 

 
‘Tetra’ – type cartons such as soup, broth, half and half, milk.  These go in the trash. 
 
‘Aseptic’ packaging such as the paperboard that goes around packs of cans of water or pop; or frozen meal 

boxes.  These are treated with some chemicals, and cannot be recycled.  [also a big surprise for many of us] 

 



The CRISIS of CHRISTMAS 
Dear Members and Friends of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, 
Christmas 2020 will occur while we are living through of a series of crises. Here’s 
the list: the pandemic, economic losses, protests against racial injustices, an ongoing 
climate crisis, and a divided country following a contentious presidential election. 
I’m not going to lie, it’s been stressful for me, and I imagine it has been for you, too.  
As Christians, we have been moving through these crisis-filled days with the 
expectation that God is present and God’s promises are true.  We move forward with 
hope. 

The two Chinese characters for the word “crisis,” 危机, have often been translated 

as “danger” and “opportunity.”  Others say that a better translation is “danger” and “change point.” What dangers 
do you see as your congregation moves toward celebrating the Birth of our Savior – Christmas - in a totally new 
way? What “opportunities” or “change points” do you see that could propel your church forward in a positive way 
into God’s future?  
Mary experienced a theological crisis when the angel Gabriel revealed to her God’s plan to enter this world by the 
baby in her womb. Mary’s body was the center of a theological crisis - much like the theological crisis caused by a 
virus that has invaded the bodies of our loved ones, and the theological crisis of abused and broken black and brown 
bodies, and the theological crisis experienced in the misuse of this planet on which all bodies live.  Where is God in 
the crisis? What does this mean? 
In a crisis, God comes to us. John 1:1,14 In the beginning was the Word… and the Word was God…And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us. Jesus is God, divine and human. God took up residence and moved into our 
neighborhood. God goes where God’s people go and is who the people are. This is the theological promise of John’s 
gospel. God is present with us in our times of crisis and suffering. This is the foundation of Luther’s theology of the 
cross.  
God is revealed through the crisis of Mary’s pregnancy and Jesus’ untimely birth in a Bethlehem barn. God is 
revealed in the crucifixion; through the body of Jesus, hanging on a cross. God is revealed through the risen body of 
Jesus on Easter Morning.  
No matter how different Christmas is for you this year, no matter what crisis arises, God is there, present as 
promised, in the WORD made flesh.  May the story of Jesus’ birth bring you much needed joy and hope this holiday 
season and may the presence of God comfort you in the new year.  

 
   AMEN 

 

Photo credit: Design by Artist Paul Johnson for the 2019 Concordia College Christmas Concert Mural 
Thank you to Dr. Karoline Lewis for her thought provoking presentation to NWSWI on 11/7/2020 that inspired this article.  
Dr. Karoline Lewis, Working Preacher.org, Dec. 2016  

Operation Christmas 
 

      Just as many things will be different this Advent Season, Operation Christmas has been reworked so that we may safely continue 
 the tradition of donating gifts to others in our community who may not otherwise receive a Christmas gift.  With the church 
 building closed, there will not be a tree with ornaments.  To reduce the risk to anyone who would otherwise shop for a gift and 
those who deliver the gifts, the only gift requests will be in the form of gift cards or certificates.  Children’s Hospital of WI – Marshfield 
Community Services has provided us with a list of individuals and a specific gift card request for each person.  The requests include MACCI 
certificates, and gift cards for WalMart, Target, Festival, Aldi’s, Kwik Trip, FleetFarm, any restaurant, or a child/family restaurant.   
 
     If you would like to purchase a gift card, call Dar in the church office, and she will discuss with you the options of donating a gift card for a 
child or adult, or multiple gift cards for a family.  Families range from two to six individuals.  Rather than one gift card for the family, each 
family member should receive their own gift card.  Dar will give you the number that corresponds to the individual, and that number needs 
to be written on the gift card envelope when it is brought to the church.  Gift cards may be brought to the church during Dar’s office hours (9
-3, M-TH), or there will be a drive-through drop-off time on Monday, December 14 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM.  December 14 is the final day to 
drop them off.  If neither option works for you, contact Lisa Helstein to make other arrangements.  Some of the gift cards may have to be 
mailed, so please do not wrap them or put them in a gift bag. 
 

Christmas Poinsettias 
 

     Since there will not be Christmas Eve services in the sanctuary, there will be no requests for memorial donations for poinsettias.  If you 
still wish to make a memorial gift or gift in honor or someone, consider buying a gift card for Operation Christmas as a memorial.  The list of 
memorials or honor donations will be printed in the January newsletter. 


