
FAITH CONNECTION 

 RETURNING TO CHURCH: JULY 2020 
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM  

THE WISCONSIN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
 

The Council is a network of Christian churches and faith-based organizations.  It 
connects 20 Christian traditions representing approximately 2000 congregations 
in the state.   Our Church Council will review the recommendations along 
with the results of our member survey to plan when and how to return to 
worship in our sanctuary.  Below is a summary of the recommendations. The 
full document can be viewed on the website: www.wichurches.org. 
 

Current conditions of COVID spread warrant a return to online-only worship 
and online options for most ministries.  At this time, it is not prudent to have in-
person group interactions of greater than 10 people.  Those small gatherings 
should be reserved to essential purposes – core business functions, funerals, 
small weddings, end-of-life care and critical human needs (hunger/feeding 
ministries). 
 

Use a longer decision-making time frame.   For many reasons, including the 
mental and emotional health of leaders, it would be wise to hold off reconsidering 
gathering until mid-September – meaning at the earliest, an October re-entry into 
our physical spaces of ministry. 
 

Begin adjusting your thinking about Advent and Christmas.  The collision of 
COVID and flu season will mean that many treasured rituals and expectations will 
be affected.  It will likely be very difficult, if not impossible, to gather safely.  
 

What we do will never be risk-free.  We 
continue recommending the decision of rubric 
of “possible, prudent and pastoral.”  Any 
timeline for “safe” re-entry must be guided by 
the availability and wide use of a vaccine.  Our 
best resources suggest that sometime in 2021 
is the most optimistic date we could anticipate 
for this.  In the meantime, what churches can 
offer is safer ministry options, mitigating risk 
while we live with the virus.  The basic tools of 
risk mitigation do not change:  meeting 
outdoors or in a well-ventilated space, 
minimizing the size of gatherings and the 
number of people you regularly interact with, 
physically distancing by staying 6 feet apart, 
wearing face masks properly, washing hands 
regularly, and good cleaning practices.  Our 
response as a church is grounded in our 
sense of responsibility for our neighbor and 
our confidence in the love and grace of God.  
How we engage in ministry, building 
community, connecting the isolated in spite of 
obstacles is vitally important.  We are aware of 
the risk, we are cautious, but we do not let 
fear consume our intent to follow the way of 
Jesus.   

 

WORSHIP  
Remember you can find 
our Sunday Worship 
Service at the following 
locations: 
1.  Faith Lutheran Church 
Facebook Page 
2.  Faith Lutheran Church 
Website http://
www.faithmarshfield.org/
worship 
3.  YouTube - Make sure 
to Subscribe to the Faith 
Lutheran Church - 
Marshfield YouTube 

Channel https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=vZfqkjHI2Mo 
4.  Faith Lutheran Church 
Marshfield App.   
5.  Spectrum Cable 
Channel 989.  Our 
Service will appear during 
the following times: 
- Wednesdays at 6:00 am 
(this will be the TV debut 
for each Sunday service) 
- Fridays at 4:00 pm 
- Sundays at 11:00 am 

 

 Mission  
Statement 

Loved by God 

Living for Others 

 AUGUST 2020 

 
How to Contact Us  

Church Phone 
715-387-3757 

 
Office open 9-3  

Tuesday & Thursday 
By appointment only 

 
 

Pastor Gisele Berninghaus   
pastor@faithmarshfield.org 
Dar Schubert, Secretary   
secretary@faithmarshfield.org 
Treva Tisdell, Director of 
Education & Family  
Ministry, 
familyed@faithmarshfield.org 
Kim Vrana, Youth Director 
youth@faithmarshfield.org 
Cheryl Zimmerman, 
Communications Director 
communications@faithmarshfield.org 
Julie Crist, Interim Music 
Director  
music@faithmarshfield.org 
Richard Brunson, Choir Director 
rbbrunson@gmail.com 
Website faithmarshfield.org 
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To be remembered in our prayers:  Steven Mueller, Marion Hintzel, Sandy Bailey, Darlene Krake, Karen Bohm's sister 
Nancy, Mitzi Gustafson, Mary Bjarnason, Marcie Binning, Mark Zimmerman, Kathy Voigt's son-in-law Jeff Langfeldt, Jim 
Oelhafen, Nate Norberg, Jan S & Lynn P, Stan & Betty Panek's daughter Lisa, Maxine Morgan's father, Max Thompson, 
as he is in hospice care, the family of Betty Stargardt who died this recently and the family of Christopher Devadas 
whose father recently died in India from complications due to Covid. 

Faith Education & Making Connections  

During this time of shut down, I have been working to keep our youth connected. I started doing home visits with students and 

families in June, and delivered a pillowcase with their name on it.  Our younger students’ pillowcases were filled with lessons 

and activities to help them memorize The Lord’s Prayer and our older students received lessons and activities to help memorize 

The Apostles Creed. Pictures were taken and shared on Facebook. It was really great to see the kids and spend a little time with 

each family. 

 

We held a virtual 3-day VBS program that started August 3 -5. However, the great thing about the program is that parents 

could do it at any time that was convenient for them. We had 8 families (14 kids) sign up. Parents submitted pictures of the kids 

working on their crafts and playing games. 

 

Our four 8
th
 grade students completed all their requirements and were approved by the Council to be confirmed. A date of Sep-

tember 13
th
 has been set. Where it will be held and the time will be determined closer to the date. Congratulations to Ellie 

Brand, Ryan Grassman, Riley Heller, and Savannah Post-Langford. 

 

The Education & Family Ministry Team continued to meet each month. We are currently discussing how to hold Adult Educa-

tion, GLOW, and GLOW Confirmation classes this fall. 

 

Remember no storm lasts forever. Hold on. Be brave. Have faith! Every storm is temporary and we never face the storm alone. 

God is with us. Always. 

 

Treva, Director of Education & Family Ministry 

News from Faith Lutheran Youth 
 
Denver 2020 
In early June, the Youth Advisory Team made the decision to cancel our mission trip to Denver that was scheduled in late 
July/early August.  We were saddened to lose out on our faith and service journey to Denver, especially for our Seniors, but 
are looking forward to planning for our next journey in Summer 2021. 
 
Senior Sending Service 
On Sunday evening, August 2, seven of our high school Seniors who have graduated this year from Marshfield, Auburndale 
and Spencer came together for a Sending Service.  The service was held outside in front of the church with members of the 
graduate’s immediate families in attendance.  While we had wished for the whole congregation to be part of this worship 
service, we were happy that it didn’t end up being one more thing that needed to be canceled for this group of young adults.  
Each Senior received a beautiful quilt made with love from our Piece Corps which they will cherish for a long time and we 
continue to be grateful for this intergenerational partnership.  Three Graduates were not able to make it to the service but 
also received quilts and the blessing and best wishes from our congregation.  The service is available to watch online as of 
Sunday, August 9. 
 
This year we celebrated with Seniors: 
 
 Jebina Devadas 
  Kyle Grassman 
    Josh Gruen 
   Cole Hanson 
    Max Heller 
     Ian Lang 
    Anna Lyon 
    Aly Sebold 
 Kyle Tremelling 
       Cortney Zimmerman 
 

 

Can Collection 
Faith Lutheran Youth continue to collect 
cans as a fundraiser for our future trips.  
While our First Sunday of the Month 
collection time is temporarily paused, cans 
can be placed inside the church garage (if 
you can bring them in plastic garbage bags 
that would be wonderful) or they can be 
dropped off Monday through Friday at 
Shaw’s Wrecking Yard – just mention you 
would like the money to go to Faith 
Lutheran Youth.  Please remember 
aluminum cans only – no glass or tin 
cans in the mix.  



A Note from the Music Director –  

 
Back in March, when I first mentioned to Pastor Gisele the possibility of adding 
some music to our online worship service offerings, I never imagined we would 
still be doing things this way in August!  But here we are, and I am so grateful for 
many things and people during this time: 
 
Wonderful opportunities of collaboration with Faith’s musicians as we record in 
our own homes and continue to offer a variety of songs for online worship 
services – In addition to me, musicians are Sue Jansen, Jeff Johnson, Rose 
Johnson, Randy Lueth, Linda Nelson-Schreiber, Nick Schreiber, Dave Smith, and 
Kathy Biederwolf. 

 
Jeff Johnson and Dave Smith – our master “mixers” who use their magic to combine our separate 

recordings into a single recording for each song - They have taught me much about the process, and I 
collaborate with them to come up with our final “product”. 

 
The opportunity to learn something new and discover new ways of doing things, especially when it comes 

to technology – As I continue to put together our weekly online worship services using a video editing 
program and upload them to our YouTube channel, I discover something new each week and am 
enjoying the challenge. 

 
The encouragement and support of our staff and congregation members! 

I would love to add some special music to some of our online pre-recorded worship services (in 
addition to the songs the musicians are currently recording) – If you have a song or musical piece you 
would like to record at home using your smartphone (video recording), please email me at 
music@faithmarshfield.org for a video recording tip sheet and instructions on how to get your video to me.  
These should be mp4 or MOV type files. 

 

Julie Crist, Interim Music Director 

Piece Corps members are sewing again!  In July as the church started phase 

I-building reopening, we decided it was time to get back to work.  Following the 

church’s guidelines of limiting our sessions to 9 members only, we decided to develop 

Piece Corps Teams.  Team 1 will meet on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Thursdays, while Teams 2 will 

meet on the 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Thursdays.  Each team will consist of 9 members or less. 

Guidelines were put into place and team members were notified.  Starting August 6
th
, 

the teams will work each Thursday. 

 

Even though we had not met as a group for 4 months, the members were still 

working away and many quilt tops were made at home.  We now have hundreds of 

tops to be assembled into quilts. Unfortunately during this same time period, we did 

not receive the donations of sheets, old blankets, or material like we typically would 

have gotten. To make up for the shortage, we are now having to purchase fabric, which does get to be 

expensive.  Previously with donated fabric, each quilt cost approximately $5 each; now with purchasing 

material as reasonably as we can, the cost is about $20-$25 each.  If you were thinking of donating any 

material or a monetary donation, now is a great time.  Drop off times are Tuesday and Thursday 

when Dar is working (9-3); however, the doors are locked. Please contact her ahead of time or leave 

by north “key code” door by parking lot so she sees it.   

We would also like to acknowledge Marty Yohn and Cindy Mueller for making our beautiful “Piece Corps 

Member” sign in the gathering space above our quilt rack. It is wonderful! 

As always, Piece Corps thanks you for your continued support and prayers. 
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Social Concerns/Green Team 

 

“The vote is the most powerful nonviolent tool we have.”  

 – John Lewis 

   Are you registered to vote in our upcoming elections?  At myvote.wi.gov, you can 
register to vote, request absentee ballots, find what will be on your ballots, update your 
name or address, and find your polling place if you choose to vote in person.  It’s easy!  
Many have given their lives to defend our freedoms, including our right to vote.  All 
elections are important; the next few are critical.  Don’t forget to register and vote, and 
encourage others, too! 

   If you need technical or other help, please contact any member of the Social Justice 
team:  Sue Vrana, Linda Nelson-Schreiber, Pastor Gisele, Lisa Helstein, Jen Smith, Pat 
Anderson, Cathy Lau 

RECYCYING UPDATES 

We know that the business of recycling is ever-changing.  The Green Team does its best to keep up 
with changing trends.  If you have more information about recycling, or a question about our 
suggestions, please let us know.  Some updates on how to successfully recycle: 
 

 There is no longer a need to collect plastic lids and caps.  They should be left on the recyclable 
container.  If you have been saving them at home, you can place a handful inside a larger plastic 
recyclable container (such as a detergent bottle or animal cracker jug) provided it has a screw-
off top.  It is important that not more than a handful be placed inside; if too heavy, the whole 
thing gets sorted to trash at the recycling facility.  Also important that these larger containers 
have a screw-off cap.   

 
 For the ones you may already have that are too large to be placed in one of those larger 

containers:  they should be placed in the trash, or repurposed for other projects. 
 

 Lowe’s in Plover will take household light bulbs, and recycle them.  They do not charge a fee.  They 
also accept rechargeable batteries and batteries used in tools, no fee. 

 
Fleet Farm had been accepting household batteries, but they have discontinued their program.  

They only accept vehicle batteries now.  To recycle batteries free of charge, take them to Target.  
We have been assured by Target Corp. that the batteries actually do get recycled.  They also 
accept ink cartridges, as well as plastic bags, glass, and metal. 

 
Remember that plastic bags are the easiest items to recycle!  They can be dropped off at the 

entrance to Pick n Save, Festival Foods, Target, and other locations.  Festival also offers their 
cardboard recycling bin. 

Recycle old blankets, 
sheets and extra 

fabric—Piece Corps has 
a great need for these 

items right now.  Bring 
to church Tuesday or 

Thursday, 9-3 



NOTE FROM THE TREASURER:                
 

General giving thru Jul 31st 2020             $ 163,457.67           
One-time expenses for 2020          (5,450.44) 
2020 expenses thru Jul 31st 2020            (186,255.98) 
 
Deficit for 2020               $ (28,248.75) 
 
RESTRICTED DONATIONS AND SEASONAL GIVINGS PAID OUT THUS FAR 
 
World Hunger              $    630.00             
Malawi         100.00 
Food Pantry           70.00                           
Lutheran World Relief       530.00 
Mary’s Place         700.00 
ELCA Disaster          65.00 
 
Total               $ 2,095.00 
 
ELCA Benevolence thru Sept 22nd 2019           $ 14,711.23 
Lutheran Social Services benevolence             1,800.00 
Crossways Camp benevolence              1,550.00 
Homme Home benevolence                  300.00 
 
General giving is approximately $9,300 less than a year ago. General expenses are down 
about $7,000. The general checking account is good at this time only because of the $39,000 
grant we received because of the pandemic. That money will be used to upgrade the audio. 

2020 Council Representatives 
Paul Kapla—President  pkapla@charter.net 
Sue Vrana – Vice-president, Faith in Action svrana@charter.net 
Thom Gerretsen—Secretary, Worship and Music  

tgwert@hotmail.com 
Bill Olsen — Treasurer  billolsen@tds.net 
Donna Streiff— Education streiffonclay@tds.net 
Theresa Hanson—Youth, Personnel btzchanson@gmail.com 
Nolan Quarne—Youth 
Jan Taylor—Social Concerns/Green jantaylor15@gmail.com 
Lisa Helstein— Social Concerns/Green,  
Worship and Music helsteinlkh@aol.com   
Ron Jensen— Education  jensens4@tds.net 

FACILITY TEAM UPDATE 

Even though the church building has been closed it has been busy for Facility.   

•        GLOW classrooms have all been painted (Thank you Ron and Kari Jensen) and white boards put in.   

•        Floors are clean thanks to Dave 

•        The sign above the front door is being updated 

•        The front door of the Better Way Club (Parsonage) has been replaced and new stairs have been built over 

the old ones 

•        Sanitizer has been put in strategic places in the building so that when the groups meet they will have easy 

access to it.  

•        Respite has moved to the new Wesley Methodist Church 
 THANK YOU to the “weed angel” that made a lot of the weeds disappear in the Better Way Club gardens.   

Congregational Record Updates: 

Removed by death: 

Richard Sternweis, March 12 

Thomas Raasch, March 23 

Thomas Moran, May 2 

Bonnajean Williams, June 29 

Lois Heide “Itsy” Browe, July 13 

Betty Stargardt, Aug 3 

Baptism:  

Madison Rose Kirsenlohr, July 25 
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