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Allow me to share with you the following Easter message from Bishop Azar of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land. The ELCJHL, consisting of six congregations and 
over 2,000 members, partners with churches locally and around the globe to advocate for peace and 
justice. You can follow the ELCJHL on Facebook.            Pastor Nancy Amacher 
 

2021 Easter Sermon from Bishop Sani Ibrahim Azar 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land 

Salaam and grace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
“Who will roll the stone away for us?”  Mark 16:3 

 
For the past year, we have all been faced with a very large stone indeed—the Covid-19 pandemic—
which has blocked many aspects of our lives.  Borders have been closed, schools have been closed, 
churches have been closed, and at times, the doors to hospitals have been closed when there were no 
more beds for sick patients. Large numbers of Israelis have been vaccinated, but a majority of 
Palestinians still lack access to the vaccine. Families who work in the tourism sector are facing a 
devastating second year without Holy Land tourists. At the same time, we are watching elections in 
Israel and Palestine. Will these newly elected politicians deal with the stones of greed, of injustice, of 
occupation, as well as the pandemic? 
 
And so, we ask along with the women at the tomb:  Who will roll away this stone for us? 
 
In Jerusalem this Easter, we are overjoyed for the opportunity to gather with our church communities 
once again! But even as we celebrate how God rolled away the stone and raised Jesus from the tomb, 
granting us all eternal life, still our church members face many obstacles in this life. The world is not 
at all “normal.” In fact, it seems our lives may never look the way they once did. 
 
But as Christians celebrating Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, it is good to remember that the life of 
the disciple is not about seeking the “normal.” People of the Resurrection are about embracing the 
impossible, the extravagant, and the miraculous. Through the resurrection of Jesus, God urges us not 
to look backward to what was, but always forward to what is to come. 
 
At the tomb, after the stone was rolled away, the angel said to the women, “Look. Here is where they 
laid him! But now….go. Go, tell the disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; 
there you will see him, just as he told you.” 
 
It would have been easy for the women to stay at the tomb, to look to the past and to mourn all that 
had been lost. For some of us today, who have lost so much, that might be just the right place to stay 
for a moment. But the resurrection of Jesus is the sign that we don’t need to sit at the tomb forever. 
The stone has been rolled away! Christ is raised to new life, and so are we. 
For this reason, we can go forward unafraid, knowing that Jesus goes before us. We don’t know what 
is to come, but we are confident that the Risen Christ will walk with each of us into the months 
ahead. Strengthened by Jesus’ presence, as well as by our faithful friends and partners across the 
world, the churches, schools, and ministries of the ELCJHL will continue to boldly share the Gospel 
of love in the land of the Resurrection. Filled with the Holy Spirit, we also commit ourselves to never 
place a stone in the way of our neighbors.  Every human, created in the image of God, has the right to 
live, to love, and to flourish in this world.  
 
Alleluia, Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
May the peace of Christ which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
Amen.    

Bishop Sani-Ibrahim Azar, The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land. 
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          In Person 
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EASTER  
SUNDAY SERVICE 
ATTENDANCE 
Reminder that 
limited capacity 
seating will be in 
effect for Easter 
Sunday in-person 
worship 
service.  Seating will 
be on a first come 
basis.  We will seat 
people up to our 
ability to maintain 
social distancing of 
6 feet.  Once 
capacity is reached 
we will have to turn 
people away. 

 



Education Ministry 

 

GLOW 
 

Happy Birthday to following students: 

Riley McConnell 4/1/11 

Aubree Feit 4/4/13 

Louisa Rand 4/12/12 

Hunter McCann 4/13/15 

Ean Sautebin 4/24/07 

Sydney Quarne 4/26/07 

 

Starting April 11
th
 GLOW will meet in-person every Sunday through May 9th 

4/11 

4/18 

4/25 

5/2 

5/9 

 

Adult Education 

Bible Basics - Zoom 

Mondays @ 6:00 pm 

April 5
th
 – this date may be rescheduled 

April 12th 

 

Chair Yoga – In-person 

Tuesdays @ 2:00 pm 

April 6
th
 and April 20

th
 

 

Family Ministry 

1
st
 Communion Class – Wednesday, April 7

th
 & 14

th
 @ 6:00 – 7:00 pm 

Please contact Treva at 715-387-3757 or email familyed@faithmarshfield.org  to register. 

Faith Education & Making Connections  

 

To be remembered in our prayers: The families of Bea Pittsley and Waverly Peterson who have died, Joan Conklin, Ben, 
Madalaine and baby Willow, Heather Gross, Kurt & Katie Officer, Donna Immerfall’s friend Leo, Maxine Morgan, Sanata 
Lau, Mike & Lisa Behling's friend Annette, Hudson Owen, the Brusewitz family, John Conklin, Mitzi Gustafson, Marcie Binning, 
Mark Zimmerman, Kathy Voigt's son-in-law Jeff Langfeldt, Jim Oelhafen, Nate Norberg, and Jane S. 

 
 

 

mailto:familyed@faithmarshfield.org


Middle School and High School Youth continue to gather in person. 

Our upcoming Gatherings are: 

High School FLY – April 11 and 25, 10 to 11 AM 

Middle School FLY – April 25, 11 to Noon 

All groups are gathering in the temporary Youth Room (the Community Room) so that we can gather safely in person.   

 

 

Denver 2021 

 

 

We are excited to have 17 youth and 8 Adult Leaders join us from July 23 through August 1 on our mission trip to Denver. Our 

theme for Denver 2021 (and the basis for our devotional studies during the trip) is “t. b. d. – think. believe. do. “.  This year’s 

mission trip participants are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are utilizing a different model for our trip this year.  Instead of working with an organization that plans out everything 

associated with our onsite stay, we will be partnering with Service Learning Camps who focus only on the service work we will 

be doing in Denver.  Their mission is not only to connect us with meaningful service work but also a better understanding of the 

who and why behind the organizations we are serving. Our Adult Leader Team will be in charge of everything else from meals, 

free time activities and our faith formation studies and discussion.  This team is already hard at work making this happen. 

 

In the next few months, we will try to spotlight some of the specific organizations we will be working with and other aspects of 

our trip.  Previous key Denver partners included Metro Caring, Samaritan House, Project Cure, A Precious Child, The Food Bank 

of the Rockies, Brothers Redevelopment, Break Bread and Wholly Kicks.  Denver struggles with homelessness and hunger.  We 

look forward to doing God’s Work with Our Hands this summer. 

Aiden Hadlock 
 
Bryce Grimm 

Maya Cournoyer 

Carter Drexler 

Sydney Quarne 

Riley Heller 

Ryan Grassman 

Izaiah Hadlock 

Logan Cournoyer 

Nolan Quarne 

Ben Dietsche 

Evan Grassman 

Hanna Merkel 

Payton Smith 
 
Lauryn Olsen 

Aly Dietsche 

Ian Haugen 

Kim Vrana 

Sue Vrana 

Dave Smith 

Paul Dietsche 

Mark Cournoyer 

Paula Hadlock 

Steve Hadlock 

Brian Quarne 

Call for scholarship applications Members of Faith 
Lutheran Church planning to attend a Lutheran church 
college are invited to submit a letter of scholarship 
application for a scholarship to the FLC Endowment 
Fund Board.   
Application deadline is April 30.  You may request an 
application by contacting the church office.  

As part of our Milestones Ministry program, we 
recently celebrated with a special blessing and prayer 
for Payton and Izaiah as young drivers. They also 
received a very special Jesus key to keep with their 
car keys as a reminder of who they are and whose 
they are whenever they are behind the wheel. Watch 
the presentation during our April 11 Online Worship 
Service. Congratulations!  

FLY News and Upcoming Events - April 

Upcoming FLY Gatherings 

 



2021Council Representatives  

Paul Kapla—President  pkapla@charter.net 
Theresa Hanson— Vice-president,  
Technology, Personnel btzchanson@gmail.com 
Lisa Helstein— Secretary, Social Concerns/ 
Green,Worship and Music helsteinlkh@aol.com   
Bill Olsen — Treasurer  billolsen@tds.net 
Donna Streiff— Education streiffonclay@tds.net 
Nolan Quarne—Youth 
quarnn0520@my.marshfieldschools.org  
Ron Jensen— Education  jensens4@tds.net 
Paula Hadlock—Youth  pshadlock@gmail.com 
Brenda Fellenz-Faith in Action 
fellenzb@gmail.com 

How to Contact Us   387-3757 
Office Hours 9-3 M-TH 

 

Interim Pastor Nancy Amacher 
revnia10@gmail.com 
Dar Schubert, Secretary   
secretary@faithmarshfield.org 
Treva Tisdell, Director of Education & Family  
Ministry, familyed@faithmarshfield.org 
Kim Vrana, Youth Director youth@faithmarshfield.org 
Cheryl Zimmerman, Communications Director 
communications@faithmarshfield.org 
Julie Crist, Contemporary Music Director  
music@faithmarshfield.org 
Richard Brunson, Choir Director 
rbbrunson@gmail.com 
Website faithmarshfield.org 

 
Council Highlights: March 18 
Secretary's report:  correspondence received included thank 
you letters from the Orenda Center and Shirley's House of 
Hope for donations received of $250 each from the Care Fund.  
 
Treasurer's report:  monthly income exceeded expenses for 
February but contributions and cash are down approximately 
$5000 for the year to date.  A down payment was made for the 
AV updates and a new computer was purchased for use in the 
balcony. 
 
Pastor's report:  an average of 40 people attended the first 
three in-person worship services.   Attendance was down on 
the fourth week.  There was one funeral and one baptism ser-
vice. 
 
Membership Changes: 
Removal:  Bea Pittsley (death); Jonathan and Courtney Bauer 
(moved); Phillip, Kerri & Ella Schultz (transfer). 
Baptism:  Hadlee Ann Plank 
 
Business:  Paula Hadlock and Theresa Hanson changed mis-
sion team assignments, Paula now Youth and Theresa now 
Tech Mission Team. 
 
In regards to the building reopening, there have been no 
issues with cleaning or in the office.  The Boy Scouts and Cub 
Scouts are now meeting.  After discussion, it was decided no 
reservations would be required for Easter Sunday service. 
 
Call Process Update:  Response to the CAT Survey has been 
good.  The transition team, call team, council and staff will meet 
on April 8 via zoom to receive the survey results and interpreta-
tion from the consultant and our Synod contact person. 
 
Capital items update;  New doors and camera have been in-
stalled.  Key fobs have been given to staff and those responsi-
ble for opening doors for teams or other meetings.  The equip-
ment for the AV updates is on backorder but should arrive and 
be installed in late April or early May. 
The replacement of the pew covers is on hold for the present. 
 
Mission Team Reports: 
    Youth -  a baccalaureate is being planned for the gradu-
ates.  The flower sale in May is the final fund raiser for the Den-
ver Mission Trip. 
    Facilities - A boiler problem was fixed and a heat pump was 
replaced. 
    Education - Sunday school classes are going well.  Chair 
yoga and the gardening talk were well attended.  More meet-
ings are in the planning. 
    Worship & Music - the hope is the choir will resume practic-
ing in the fall if members are willing. 
    Memorial - Cindy Prust has begun as the new treasurer. 

!ATTENTION! 
DOORS! DOORS! DOORS! 

The new church doors and security system are 
installed and operational. The following is what you 
need to know to be able to enter the building: 
 
All doors are now locked.  During office hours, 
Monday thru Thursday 9-3, you need to be buzzed 
in by staff. You will see a small camera/buzzer 
underneath the mailbox. Push the buzzer and you 
will be buzzed in.  The office is closed on Fridays 
and on the weekend.  Exception.............. 
 
ON SUNDAYS: all the front doors will be opened 
before the start of the church service (currently 
opened by 8:15) and locked after GLOW and/or the 
church service. 
 
If you need to use the building during other times, 
please make arrangements with the office. 

DOORS! DOORS! DOORS! 

file:///C:/Users/Secretary/Desktop/pkapla@charter.net
mailto:btzchanson@gmail.com
mailto:billolsen@tds.net
file:///C:/Users/Secretary/Desktop/streiffonclay@tds.net
mailto:revnia10@gmail.com
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Our LRC Directors are working on another gorgeous program of 
liturgy, visual journeys, musical offerings, pastoral insights and 
inspiration from lay leaders. 

We are excited to announce Bishop Elizabeth Eaton will be delivering 
the sermon for this special service! 

Go to https://lutheransrestoringcreation.org/events/calendar/ 

 and you will receive a link to download the service at least a week 
prior to the live presentation on April 25th (Good Shepherd 

Sunday). The entire worship service (no communion) will also be 
offered for all to join via our YouTube and Facebook channels live that 

day. 
 

 

Earth Day will be celebrated in various ways in April...Sunday, April 18 will 
focus on stewardship of God's creation; Sunday School will participate in 
worship; Social Concerns/Green Team is planning a movie night along with 
ongoing projects to highlight care of the environment.  Watch weekly 
announcements for more information.  
 
 

MOVIE NIGHT!  
 
As part of our mission to Care for Creation and increase awareness of climate change, the Social 
Concerns/Green Team is hosting a movie night on Wednesday, April 28th at 6:30 PM.  Come and join 
us in watching "Kiss the Ground" on the big screen in the Sanctuary.  The 85-minute long film is narrated 
by Woody Harrelson, and the epic footage is filmed on five continents with striking visuals from NASA 
and NOAA.  Leading scientists, ecologists and environmental activists make the case that a powerful 
solution to the growing effects of climate change is right under our feet.  Regenerating the earth can 
restore ecosystems, help stabilize the climate and provide abundant food supplies.  Masks will be 
required and socially distanced seating will be followed.  Come and learn with us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Next Book Club Zoom is scheduled for May 3 at 7PM. The 
selected book is “The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek” by 
Kim Richardson.  Facilitator is Ruth Stram. Thanks in 
advance to Karen for setting up the Zoom!  Maybe our next 

meeting can be in person outside   
 

For those who are watching our Worship Services on Public Access TV,  
here is our Holy Week Channels and Schedule: 
Spectrum Cable Channel 990.  
Maundy Thursday Worship Service will air at 1:30pm on Thursday, April 1  
 
Spectrum Cable Channel 989.   
Our Easter Sunday Worship Service will air at 11:00am on Sunday, April 4.  
This service will also replay on Wednesday April 7 at 6:00am, Friday April 9 at 4:00pm, and  
Sunday April 11 at 11:00am. 

https://lutheransrestoringcreation.org/lutherans-restoring-creations-youtube-channel/
https://www.facebook.com/lutheransrestoringcreation/


  Crosses We Don’t Choose 
Then Jesus told them, “… take up their cross and follow me.” Matthew 16:24b 

Dear Members and Friends of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin,  

My friend Julie’s mom had dementia. Julie picked up that cross and carried it as her beloved mother faded away. 

Paul was in second grade when he was diagnosed with diabetes. It was a cross he would carry for the rest of his life. 

Erica’s drug addiction was a cross she and her family carried for years until she found sobriety. They were all crosses 

they didn’t choose. 

Jesus carried his cross on the road to his crucifixion. Along the way he falls, and a man named Simon of Cyrene is 

forced to pick up Jesus’ cross and carry it the rest of the way to Calvary. Simon was most likely a reluctant cross 

bearer. Most of us are reluctant cross bearers. We don’t choose the pain or suffering we’ve been dealt, and yet we 

carry the load.  We don’t choose to carry another person’s cross when they are too weak to carry it themselves, but 

we are at times compelled by love to do so.  

This month marks the one year anniversary of the pandemic. It is a cross that we’ve all carried to one degree or 

another. For some it has been an inconvenience and for others a heavy burden of suffering and profound grief. 

Theologically there is no way to put a positive spin on the coronavirus or 2020. It has been a cross we didn’t 

choose. The strain of carrying this cross is evident in our country and congregations. We are all weary of it.  

On Palm/Passion Sunday and Good Friday we are drawn into the story of Jesus’ arrest, trial, and death. We walk 

alongside him in the crowd as he carries his cross, our cross, compelled by love.  We walk with a suffering Jesus 

straining under the weight of this cross, stumbling, falling, getting back up and finally letting go, letting another carry 

it. Jesus knew pain in his human body, and so Jesus knows our every weakness. Jesus himself was beaten, knew 

suffering and was unable to carry the weight this cross. He falls to the ground under the weight of his love for us. 

As a church we invite others to walk in the way of Jesus knowing that they are carrying crosses they didn’t choose 

for themselves. We invite others to walk in the way of Jesus because as a community of faith we shoulder the 

burden and carry it all together. We help another carry their cross out of love. We are Simon of Cyrene.  

Maybe that is what this past year has taught us; that we need each other; we aren’t alone. We’ve been isolated, 

quarantined, but not alone. We can’t take our congregations for granted. We need our faith communities and the 

relationships with other believers because we 

can’t carry our own crosses. We follow the way 

of Jesus together bearing our neighbor’s crosses 

out of love.    

It is in the cross that Jesus carried and on which 

he was crucified that we can know the love of 

God and salvation. This is Luther’s Theology of 

the Cross. It is in the crosses that we as a 

community of faith carry together as we follow 

in the way of Jesus that we too see and know 

the love God.  

Dear friends of the Northwest Synod of 

Wisconsin, I am grateful for you, that during the 

pandemic, we were able to walk in the way of 

Jesus together. May you each know the joy of 

Easter!  Christ is Risen. He is risen indeed.   

 

 Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson 

Piggy Banks – Bring your Lenten “piggy banks” to the church  

anytime this week or next Sunday. Thank you! 


