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The Journey continues . . . . 
 
throughout the 40 days of Lent 
as we follow Jesus to Jerusalem and the cross 
as a congregation going "off the map" and exploring new directions 
as we are LOVED BY GOD, we look outward toward neighbors we don't yet know and LIVE 
FOR OTHERS. 
 

During our Wednesday evening Lenten worship, we are reading Paul's letter to the 
Philippians.  "If you've gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if his love has made any 
difference in your life, if being in a community of the Spirit means anything to you, if you have 
a heart, if you care - then do me a favor: Agree with each other, love each other, be deep-
spirited friends.   Don't push your way to the front; don't sweet-talk your way to the top. Put 
yourself aside, and help others get ahead.  Don't be obsessed with getting your own 
advantage.  Forget yourselves long enough to lend a helping hand."  (Philippians 2: 1-4, The 
Message) 
 

I think this letter can help guide us into living our mission statement:  Loved by God, living for 
others.  
As we try new paths, life together can be confusing at, we don't have it all figured out.  Thank 
you to the musicians, Worship and Music team and each of you who help us live into this new 
experience of one worship service.  The style of music is less important than our need to 
worship Jesus together and to be empowered by God's Spirit for the work God wants us to do 
in this community. 
 

The Council and staff are meeting together to map out directions for our journey this 
year.  Please continue to pray for these dedicated leaders/servants and reflect,  offer your 
feedback and also your energy to help make new possibilities into realities.  Our first God's 
Work, Our Hands Sunday was a fantastic experience of God's love in action!  Thank you to 
the team who worked diligently to create this wonderful opportunity to LIVE GOD'S LOVE 
FOR OTHERS!   Now we want to find ways to continue making those opportunities an 
ongoing part of our ministry, please join in this process.  Each baptized child of God is blessed 
with the gift of the Holy Spirit and with abilities to be used for the good of all.  So you are 
qualified and you are invited to do your part and join in the joy of living your faith.   
 

Paul's letter to the faith-filled congregation at Philippi (it could have been written to Faith in 
Marshfield) was written from prison as a letter of encouragement for them and also for Paul in 
his prison cell. Even in times of difficulty and uncertainty, Paul was able to find JOY for the 
journey ahead and that JOY was inspired by his connection to a community of faith.  We too 
are blessed by God with faith, may you find JOY in your journey this Lent as we continue to 
follow our loving Lord Jesus. 
 

Please note special worship times continue during this 40 day season/journey:   
Wednesday April 3 & 10 at 5:15, followed by soup supper downstairs. 
Maundy Thursday, April 18 at 6:00, when we will see Jesus love in action as feet are 
washed, and bread and wine become body and blood.   
Good Friday, April 19, 6:00,   Tenebrae, service of shadows, as we focus on the cross and 
Jesus life giving love. 
 

Easter celebration at 8:00 Traditional and 10:30 Contemporary 
 

Come join the journey, be refreshed, serve others, invite friends, experience God's love, share 
your time, grow in your love for Jesus.  We are blessed!  The journey continues. 
 

 God's Peace,  Pastor Gisele 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
TIME  

9:00 am  
Traditional –1st & 3rd 

Contemporary 
—2nd & 4th 

 

10:15 
Education Hour 

Coffee Fellowship  
 

Come and Join Us 
 

LENT 

Worship Services  

5:15 pm  

All are invited to 

gather for a time of 

food and fellowship 

at the Soup Suppers 

after worship.  Join 

us even if you can’t 

make 5:15 pm 

worship. 
 

Wednesday 

 Worship  

Schedule 

5:15 Worship 

6:00 Soup Supper 

 

Maundy Thursday 

April 18, 6 PM 

NO Soup Supper 

Good Friday 

April 19, 6 PM 

Easter Sunday 

8:00  Traditional               

         Worship 

10:30 

Contemporary 

Worship 



 

 

 

WE DID IT! Sunday School students have given a total of 

$80 to go towards our “Adopt a Buddy” offering project, 

and we did it in 3 months. We will continue to collect 

until the end of the Sunday School year and maybe we 

can collect enough to “Adopt 2 Buddies”. 

 

Kids Night Out – Friday, April 12
th
 for youth 

in grades 1-5. Beginning at 6:00 and ending 

at 8:30. A variety of games and 

activities are planned for the evening. 

 

 

2019 VBS Day Camp – August 5
th
 – 9

th
 This Year’s Theme: 

Where All are Blessed: The Kingdom of God. This 

program is for students going into grades 1-6. We are 

partnering with Good Shepherd to bring Counselors from 

Luther Park who will run the program. VBS will run 

Monday-Thursday 9:00 am to 2:30 pm and Friday 9:00 

am to 12:00 pm. The past few years we have done a 

combined VBS with Good Shepherd, this year First 

Presbyterian Church is going to join us also. 

For those who are not familiar with Luther Park VBS Day 

Camp it is a Christ-centered camp experience, it is led by 

a team of caring, committed young adults who are 

trained to lead Bible Studies, worship, songs, crafts and 

recreation. They bring programs and the feel of a ministry 

camp to youth in a familiar setting. We have 3 counselors 

coming and we will need to find housing Sunday – 

Thursday for them. We will also need some adult or Sr. 

High, Middle School volunteers. There is no charge – this 

event is free for youth entering grades 1-6. 

 

What’s Happening in April: 

April 3
rd
 - Education & Family Team sponsored Soup 

Supper 

April 7
th
 – Students in grades Pre K – 7

th
 will be doing a 

project with the Green Team 

April 12
th
 – Kids Night Out 

April 14
th
 – Seder Meal for 6

th
 & 7

th
 Grade students and 

their families 

April 21
st
 – No Sunday School or Sunday Confirmation 

classes, No Adult Ed class 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 

Mission Trip 2019 
In late June, 25 youth from our 

congregation and 7 adult leaders 

will be journeying to the Shoshone 

Mountain Retreat Center, part of 

Lutherhaven Ministries and Idaho Servant Adventures for 

Mission Trip 2019. The Retreat Center is actually part of a 

"Bible or Church Camp" located in the mountains just north 

of Wallace, Idaho in what is known as the Silver Valley. This 

will be the first FLY mission trip for 7 of the youth and 3 of 

the adult leaders attending.  We will be leaving early 

afternoon on Friday, June 21 and returning on Sunday June 

30. 

A Snapshot of Who We Serve 

Idaho Servant Adventures has a heart for living out the 

Kingdom of God as the hands, feet and voice of Jesus in 

north Idaho’s Silver Valley. 

The needs of the people and communities across rural 

Shoshone County run as deep as the once rich veins of silver 

decreasingly mined there. 

In Shoshone County—a chunk of land larger than the state 

of Delaware — there are just over 12,000 people. 

Unemployment is high, and the local car dealer provides 

most of the county’s jobs. Idaho wages are among the worst 

in the nation. State lawmakers spend the second lowest in 

the country on students. The county has one of the highest 

suicide rates in a state and one of the worst in the country. 

In the 1980’s, Shoshone County, (located in the narrow 

Idaho Panhandle on the Montana border, 60 miles from 

Canada) was one of the state’s richest regions, thanks to the 

precious metals extracted from the mines—some over a mile 

and a half deep—dotting the county’s famous “Silver 

Valley.” (During the 1970s, nearly half of our nation’s silver 

production came from there.) 

Today Shoshone County is one of Idaho’s poorest, a victim 

of over a century of “boom and bust” economics. 

Like most people living in rural areas, Silver Valley residents 

clearly value their county as a great place to live and raise 

kids, mentioning the “strong sense of trust and community, 

low crime, affordable cost of living, proximity to the 

Spokane-Coeur d’Alene metro area, and easy access to a 

variety of high quality outdoor recreation activities and 

areas” Yet behind those values lie stark realities: 

Poverty 

• Nearly 20% of Shoshone’s people live beneath the 

poverty level. 

• More than a third of county homeowners cannot afford 

to live in their home. 

• In September of 2015 the county still faced an uphill climb 

against an 8% unemployment rate, (down from 16% in 

2000,) compared to 4.2% in Idaho and 5.1% nationwide. 

• The seven biggest employers in the county include a car 

dealer at #1, two seasonal ski areas, the 25-bed hospital, 

two reviving mines, and Wal-Mart. 

Hunger 

• Over half of all the county’s school children receive free 

or subsidized school lunches. 

• 100% of the elementary kids in Kellogg, the county’s 

largest community, receive free or subsidized lunches. 

• 60% of Kellogg’s 1st thru 3rd graders get weekend 

“mealpaks”—Saturday and Sunday meals and milk. 

Hopelessness 

• Significantly, 75% of the people in Shoshone County are 

self-declared “Nones” when it comes to church affiliation, 

compared to 23% nationally. 

 
 

  

 

 

 

Faith Education & 

Making Connections  



Call for scholarship applications Members 

of Faith Lutheran Church planning to attend 

a Lutheran church college are invited to 

submit a letter of   scholarship application 

for a scholarship to the FLC Endowment Fund 

Board.   

Application deadline is April 30.  You may request an 

application by contacting the church office.  

Soup or Socks Update (from Director Cheryl Hartl) 

The 8
th
 Annual Marshfield Area Empty Bowls was held 

on March 9, 2019.  The proceeds benefit Soup or Socks.  

The weather held out for the event and raised $12,800 

dollars this year.  The crowd enjoyed the new additions 

this year of grab bags and 50/50 raffle.  The soup selec-

tions were a hit with some new additions there as 

well.  The displays and information regarding hunger in 

the area and how Soup or Socks helps the community 

were a powerful and valuable lesson to those in atten-

dance. 

Planning will begin soon for the 9
th
 Annual event, 

scheduled for March 14, 2020 at Hotel Marshfield.  If 

you would like to a part of the event as a volunteer, 

please email souporsockscheryl@gmail.com or check 

them out on Facebook. 

Food needs this month are 100% canned or bottled 

juice, sugar, gravy and coffee. 

April 13, 2019 is the Scouting for food 

drive.  Volunteers are needed from 9am to 2pm.   

The shifts are:  9am – 11 am, 11am – 1 pm, noon – 2 pm 

A light lunch will be served around noon.  We can also 

use people to help with that.  We are looking for 8 to 

10 volunteers for each 2-hour shift.  If you are available 

to help on April 13, please email: 

Cathy Lau, Social Concerns laucathy@yahoo.com 

Or SOS  souporsockscheryl@gmail.com 

 

If you cannot help with any of the shifts, you can still 

contribute by filling the bag left by the Scouts and leav-

ing it out for them to pick up.  If they don’t make it to 

your home, your contributions can be delivered to the 

First Presbyterian gym on Saturday, April 13, or during 

the week following.  Remember too that we always 

have the Soup or Socks donations drop off box in the 

Upper Room at church. 

 

Coming up May 11, 2019 is the Postal Workers Food 

drive; volunteers are needed for sorting the food the 

week of May 13, 2019. 

  

2019 Council Representatives  

Cheryl Ashbeck—President, Faith in Action  
clynnashbeck@gmail.com 
Sue Vrana – Vice-president,  
Facilities Management  svrana@charter.net 
Thom Gerretsen—Secretary, Worship and Music 
 tgwert@hotmail.com 
Bill Olsen — Treasurer  billolsen@tds.net 
Gary Grassman—Education 
garyg@c21goldkey.com 
Donna Streiff— streiffonclay@tds.net 
Paul Kapla— pkapla@charter.net 
Theresa Hanson—btzchanson@gmail.com 
Cole Hansen—Youth 
 cahanson2013@gmail.com 
Jan Taylor—Social Concerns/Green 
jantaylor15@gmail.com 

How to Contact Us   387-3757 
Office Hours 9-3 M-TH 

 

Pastor Gisele Berninghaus  pastor@faithmarshfield.org 
Dar Schubert, Secretary  secretary@faithmarshfield.org 

Richard Brunson, Choir Director 
rbbrunson@gmail.com 

Kim Vrana, Youth Director youth@faithmarshfield.org 

Treva Tisdell, Education & Family Ministry 
Director  familyed@faithmarshfield.org 

Rebecca Voss, Communications Specialist 
rebecca.voss96@gmail.com 

Kari Jensen, Interim Contemporary  

Music Coordinator jensens4@tds.net 
Website www.faithmarshfield.org 

To donate Easter Lilies to 

beautify the Chancel area on 
Easter Sunday, pick up your 

donation forms in the 
Gathering Space.  If you have 

any questions call the church 

office 715.387.3757. Last date 
to receive funds and forms is 

Monday, April 15th . If you are 
bringing an Easter Lily please 

drop them off by Thursday, 
April  18th. 

Thank you. 
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS – March 21 
 

 Treasurer Bill Olsen reported a noticeable drop in cash on hand to cover expenses. The cash balance at the end 

of February was about $15,000 less than at the start of the month, due mainly to lower attendance from the 

weather, and the snow-related cancellation of services on Feb. 24. Expenses exceeded income by about $6,500; 

overall giving for 2019 is down by $9,200 from the same time last year; and there was a large one-time expense of 

$8,100 for new projection equipment. For the first time in his long tenure as treasurer, Bill said he had to use about 

$20,000 from the Mission Investment Fund savings to maintain cash flow. 

 In light of the fiscal situation, the Council voted to place offerings from Lenten services and donations from 

soup suppers (after food costs are covered) to the church’s general fund. Offerings at the Easter services will be 

given to Faith Lutheran Youth’s summer mission trip to Idaho, up to $3,000.  

 Plans continue to replace the old pews in the rear of the church with chairs. Once the chairs’ final design is set, 

it will take about 16 weeks for an order to arrive. 
 

The annual retreat for council and staff members was scheduled for March 31. Discussion topics include reflec-

tions on Faith’s recent changes aimed at spreading the Word, along with a discussion of what needs to be done. 

Congregational Record Updates: 

Removed due to inactivity:     
Erik, Amy, Hayden, & Olin Boson 
Matthew Churkey 
Aimee, Jim, Marisa, Myles, Parker & Wyatt Clay 
Stacey, Emerson, Esm’e Dejarlais 
Betty Gatlin 
Megan, Matt & Adalynn Oley 
Matthew Petke 
Brittany Rand 
Gina, Eric, Aaron Ratsch  

 

SNOW EMERGENCY 
 

NOTE FROM THE TREASURER: 
      

General giving thru Mar 18th 2019    $ 60,459.17  **           
One-time expenses for 2019           (6,798.16 
2019 expenses thru Mar 18th 2019         (72,420.68) 
 

Deficit for 2019        (18,759.67) 
 

RESTRICTED DONATIONS AND SEASONAL GIVINGS PAID OUT THUS FAR 
 

World Hunger             $    240.00 
Malawi          20.00 
Lutheran World Relief        60.00  
Total              $    320.00 
 

ELCA Benevolence thru Mar 18th 2019   $ 3,555.01 
Lutheran Social Services benevolence            900.00 
Crossways Camp benevolence              775.00 
Homme Home benevolence    150.00 
       

** Even though church was cancelled and severe weather was around some Sundays this winter, the bills 
kept coming. General giving at this time last year was about $7,000 more.  If you haven’t, and you can, 
please catch up on your contributions. Thanks. 

New members:  
Jerry and Shari Rabehl 
Ryan and Johanna Stieber and children 
Jacob Plank and Jackie Breuch 
Dana Anderson 
Kim Rand 

Deaths: 
       Tim McCollum, 3-7-2019 

Partners in Faith  We will be welcoming people into the congregation’s membership and ministry on 

Sunday April 7
th
. Please call the office or talk to Pastor Gisele if you are interested in joining Faith.  



If you are overwhelmed by the prospect of trying to live a more sustainable lifestyle and honor God’s creation 

with responsible living, the Green Team encourages you to try the SUP challenge!  SUP = Single Use Plastic.  If 

you agree, you are promising to avoid the use of these products for ONE DAY!  This is a simple challenge that 

everyone can do with minimal effort.  Take the challenge, and then sign your name on the SUP poster in the 

Upper Room!  Let’s fill that poster with folks who did this for at least ONE DAY.  Every time you say “no” to 

one of these products, you are saying “yes” to helping to  prevent these petroleum-based products from 

entering our water systems, oceans, wildlife, and landfills.    Recycling is good, but not producing and 

consuming these products in the first place is much more helpful to worldwide ecosystems. 

 

 

Here’s the list of products: 

Foam or plastic drink cups and plates 

Plastic shopping bags and plastic produce bags 

Plastic coffee stirrers 

Plastic straws 

Plastic cutlery 

Plastic beverage bottles 

Plastic or foam take-out or leftover boxes 

Plastic wrap (like Saran Wrap) 

Men’s Breakfast  All men are 
invited to join us for a 
time of food & 
fellowship the 2nd 
Saturday of the month 
at 8:30 at Melody 
Gardens.   
Questions?   
Call Stan Panek 715-652-2140 

On Thursday, March 14, Cyclone Idai made landfall in Mozambique as a Category 2 storm, with powerful winds and torrential 
rains causing widespread flooding and devastation.  
 

According to official reports, more than 200 have died as a result of the storm, a number that is expected to dramatically 
increase as the threat of rising flood waters continues to threaten communities. 
 

Our brothers and sisters in Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi are in desperate need of our help right now.  
 
Lutheran World Relief is responding through our partners in the ACT (Action by Churches Together) Alliance. Your 
gift today will rush critical relief, such as clean water, food, shelter items and more. Please reach out to the survivors 
of this horrific disaster with a gift today.  
 

https://donate.lwr.org/campaign/cyclone-idai-emergency-relief 

 

     Next book club  meeting is  
          April 15th, 7PM  

We will meet at Sandy Bailey's. 
Facilitator is Ruth Stram.  "Becoming" by Michelle Obama. 
We will not meet over the summer so everyone is encouraged 
to bring books to exchange for summer reading. 

A new movie has been released on Netflix entitled “The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind”. If you want to get a real 

sense of village life in Malawi, this movie is for you!  Inspired by a science book, 13-year-old William Kamkwamba 

builds a wind turbine to save his Malawian village from famine. Based on a true story. 

http://lwr184.acemlnb.com/lt.php?s=22b81e13ee66ffc3f064c41e8295a49c&i=210A219A3A1227

