
K & 1ST
AUGUST 
WEEK 1

BIBLE STORY: Greatest Commandment • Matthew 22:34-40
BOTTOM LINE: Love God by loving others.
MEMORY VERSE: “Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that he 
loved us and sent His son to give His life to pay for our sins.” 
1 John 4:10, NIrV

ACTIVITY #1: Early Arriver
WHAT YOU NEED: “Go Fish” or UNO® cards

LARGE GROUP TIME - WORSHIP + LESSON
Please remember to encourage your group to engage in 

large group time as YOU engage in large group time!

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Greet kids by name as they arrive.
• Guide the kids to get in groups of three to four to play a round of Go Fish or UNO.
• Make sure all of the kids know the rules of the game they’re playing.
• As they play, use the questions below to lead a discussion about rules.
 » What are some of the rules for this game?
 » Why are rules important when you play this game?
 » What would happen if there were NO rules?
 » What would happen if your opponent knew the rules but chose to break them?

ACTIVITY #2: Ways to L-O-V-E
WHAT YOU NEED: “Ways to Love” Activity Pages, markers, floor tape

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Pass out the “Ways to Love” pages for kids to color.
• As they’re coloring, tape three or four large hearts on the floor in the center of your Small Group 

area.
• Ask, “What do you see in the picture you’re coloring? Is the person in the picture showing love? 

How?”
• Once most kids have finished coloring, invite the kids to stand outside one of the hearts.
• Encourage them to spread out so you have only a few kids per heart.
• Select a picture.
• Direct all of the kids holding that picture to step into the heart, hold the picture in front of them, 

and repeat the Bottom Line together. Love God by loving others. 
• Repeat with the remaining pictures.



PLEASE REMEMBER TO SEND HOME TAKE HOMES!

PRAYER REQUESTS: 

TAKEAWAY TIME    ASK: 
1. WHAT DID YOU LEARN?

2. HOW CAN YOU USE THIS IN YOUR LIFE?

HIGHS + LOWS     ASK: 
   1. WHAT WAS YOUR HIGH/BEST MOMENT FROM 
      THE PAST WEEK?
   2. WHAT WAS YOUR LOW/WORSE MOMENT     
       FROM THE PAST WEEK?
**ANOTHER MODIFICATION IS “MAD, SAD, GLAD”**

HOW CAN WE PRAY 
FOR YOU?

PRAY TOGETHER AS A CLASS FOR EACH 
PRAYER REQUEST + EMPOWER THE KIDS TO 
PRAY FOR EACH OTHER. BE SURE TO WRITE 

THESE PRAYER REQUESTS DOWN AND 
FOLLOW UP WITH KIDS THE NEXT WEEK.

PRAY AND DISMISS

ACTIVITY #3: Hop To It Verse
WHAT YOU NEED: Bibles, tape hearts on the floor

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Pass out the Bibles, one for every two or three kids.
• Using the navigation tips below, help the kids look out up 1 John 4:10.

WHAT YOU SAY: 
“How do we know what love is? Because God sent us Jesus! And Jesus told us that the number one 

thing we can do is what? (Pause.) Love! That’s right. That’s the most important thing we can do. 

God loved us and sent us Jesus. And we can share that love with others. So this week, when you 

have an opportunity, let’s choose to love God by loving others.”

Finding verses with K and 1st graders: Guide kids to open their Bibles to the marked page. Point 
to “1 John” at the top of the page as you say, “First John.” Then guide kids to find the big number 4 on the 
page. Explain that this is the chapter number. Finally, guide them to look under the big 4 for the little 10, the 
verse number. Tell them to leave their finger on the verse as you read the verse aloud. Then lead everyone to 
say the verse together.

• Read the verse aloud together two or three times.
• Have the kids gather around the hearts, three or four kids per heart.
• Encourage the kids jump to a new heart for each verse phrase below, moving clockwise so that 

the kids don’t run into each other!
• Verse phrases (NIrV):
 » “Here is what love is.
 » It is not that WE loved God.
 » It is that he loved US and sent his Son
 » to give his life to pay for our sins.”
 » 1 John 4:10

• Repeat two or three times until the kids can say the verse.


