
4TH & 5TH
AUGUST 
WEEK 5

BIBLE STORY: Brand New - Renew Your Mind - Romans 12:2

BOTTOM LINE: Never stop growing in wisdom.

MEMORY VERSE: “If any of you needs wisdom, you should ask God for it. He will give 

it to you. God gives freely to everyone and doesn’t find fault.” James 1:5 NIrV

ACTIVITY #1: EARLY ARRIVER IDEA
WHAT YOU NEED:

No supplies needed

WHAT YOU DO: 
• Gather kids in a circle.

• Tell them they are going to use their imagination to create a mental picture.

• Ask kids to close their eyes and imagine any animal.

• Give kids instructions that slightly changes what they are imagining. For example:

 » Now imagine your animal is an elephant. (allow kids to share how their image changed)

 » Now imagine your elephant is purple . . . (pause) . . . with orange stripes.

 » Imagine your orange striped, purple elephant drinking . . . a glass of chocolate milk . . . using a straw.

• After 4-5 directions, allow kids to share how their image changed.

 » What animal did everyone start with?

 » Did anyone’s elephant start out purple?

 » Before the chocolate milk, what did you imagine your elephant was drinking?

• Play a couple of rounds. If there is interest, allow kids to take turns giving instructions.

LARGE GROUP TIME - WORSHIP + LESSON

Please remember to have your group sit together and encourage them 
to engage in large group time as YOU engage in large group time!

ACTIVITY #2: Take a Snapshot
WHAT YOU NEED:

Masking tape

• Ask:

 » How tall/long do you think you were as a baby? Tell kids to place a piece of tape on the wall to show how tall they 

think they were as a baby.

WHAT YOU DO: 



ACTIVITY #3: Verse To Take With You
WHAT YOU NEED:

“Hula Hoops Lassos”, masking tape, “Verse Balls”, Bibles, index cards, pencils/markers

• Using masking tape, create a throw line and line kids up behind it.
• Give each kid a hula hoop lasso.
• Scatter the verse balls about 10 feet away from the throw line.
• Make sure the balls are close enough so kids can capture them with their lassos.
• Point out that each ping pong ball has a verse reference on it.
• Challenge kids to select a verse by tossing the hula hoop and capturing—or “lassoing,” rather— one of the verse 

balls and dragging it back to themselves.
• Kids stand on the throw line until they successfully drag the verse ball to the throw line.
• Once kids collect a verse ball, give them a Bible.
• Encourage kids to look up their verse.
• Give the group a few moments to talk about their verse, letting kids share what their verse means or paraphrasing 

it for their peers.
• Ask: What verses could help you grow in wisdom and renew your mind when the world . . .
 »   says to get even?
 »   says you need cooler things/clothes?
 »   confuses you?
 »   says you don’t matter?

• Give kids an index card and marker.
• Let kids pick a verse that resonates with them and write it on their index cards.
• Make sure kids include the verse reference too.
• Challenge kids to memorize their verse this week.

[Make it Personal] (Share a verse you use to focus your thoughts on God.)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
• How did you grow in wisdom this past school year? For example, do you do what you’re asked to do at 

home more often without complaining? Is there a subject at school that you struggle with but you put 
some extra time into it last year?

• What are some things you can do to grow in wisdom?
• How do you know if you are growing in wisdom?
• How does the world around us influence what we think?

WHAT YOU DO: 

 » How about when you were in kindergarten? How tall do you think you were then? Again, tell kids to place a piece 
of tape on the wall to show how tall they think they were.

 » Tell kids to place a piece of tape to show how tall they are now.
• Point out that everyone here has grown a lot since the baby, but we haven’t just grown physically. We have grown 

in wisdom as well.
• Encourage kids to give examples of things they know now that they didn’t know as a baby or a kindergartener. 

Ask kids to think of ways they are wiser now than they were five years ago.
• If necessary, prompt with:
 » How many of you can tie your shoes? Could you do that as a baby?
 » What about reading? Can you read better now than in kindergarten?
 » What about recognizing situations that could be unsafe, like talking to a stranger on the street? Are you wiser 

than you were as a kindergartener? Encourage kids to give examples.
 » Can you think of something about the Bible or about God that you know now that you didn’t know in   

kindergarten?
• Ask:
 » How are you wiser now than you were five years ago? What are some things that helped you grow in wisdom?
 » How do you think you will be wiser in 10 years? What types of decisions do you think you’ll be able to make? 

(What kinds of classes to take or sports to play in high school, what college to go to, whether or not to get an 
after-school job, etc.)

PRAY AND DISMISS
ENCOURAGE THE KIDS TO PRAY WITH AND FOR EACH OTHER!


