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I Just Want to Celebrate (The Wall Is Rebuilt) • Nehemiah 3–4, 6:15-16, 8:1-17
SETTING up the story
· Nehemiah had heard that the city walls of Jerusalem were broken-down
· He came to see the damage for himself
· He took initiative and rallied the Jewish people to rebuild
· The workers faced trouble from people in the lands around them . . . and Nehemiah had to tell the officials to stop charging their own people more than they should
· In the end, the people stayed focused on the job they had to do
· In 52 days, they finished the city wall, along with the towers and gates
ezra reads God’s Word
· Nehemiah knew that God helped them finish the work
· Nehemiah called all the people together
· Men, women, and children gathered at sunrise to hear the prophet Ezra read from God’s Word
· Everyone bowed down as they praised God for all that He had done for them
· Ezra continued to read God’s Word until lunchtime
· The Levites read God’s laws to the people as well, and they helped the people understand what those laws meant
the joy of the Lord makes you strong
· The people became sad and wept, because they realized they hadn’t been following God’s laws
· Nehemiah, Ezra, and the Levites took the time to encourage them
· Nehemiah 8:9
· Nehemiah told them: Nehemiah 8:10
feast of booths
· As the people listened to God’s laws, they learned that it was time to celebrate an important feast: Sukkot, or the Feast of Booths
· This feast was a way for the people to remember how God led their ancestors through the wilderness after He rescued them out of slavery in Egypt
· During this celebration, everyone lived in tents and booths
· The people cut branches from olive, myrtle, and palm trees and brought them back to the city
· They built shelters and lived in them for an entire week while they celebrated what God had done for them
· It was a time to celebrate all the ways God had helped them over the years
Wrapping up the story
· The people were filled with joy as they reconnected with God
· God’s people hadn’t celebrated the Feast of Booths in this way in hundreds of years
· Each day, Ezra read more of God’s laws to them
· The people began to understand all that God had planned for them
· They knew that God was with them every step of the way and that He would be with them in the future, too
· God is with US, just like He was with Nehemiah and God’s people back then
· We can take the initiative to thank God and celebrate what He’s done in our lives
· BL: Look for ways to celebrate what God has done.
· When we look back and look around, it makes us want to honor God and celebrate Him together
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