
  

 

Our Mission 

To Proclaim the Gospel 

  To Make Disciples  

    To Embody Christ’s Love 

 

St. Mark’s Newsletter 
May 27th, 2020 

 

 

GATHERINGS IN THIS TIME 

 
Physical gatherings are cancelled 
due to the Stay at Home orders 
of Governor Roy Cooper related 
to the Covid-19 virus.  The 
Council will continue to assess 
when and how we can and will be 
able to gather when it is safe and 
clear to do so.  At this time, St. 
Mark’s will do only graveside 
services with memorial services 
to follow at a later time.  
 

 

The family of Harriet Dotson who 
died on 4/17/20 
 

The family of Ann Little who died 
on 4/25/20 

The family of Patrick Gouge who 
died on 5/15/20 

The family of Mabel Medlin who 
died on 5/23/2020 

++++ 

Sunday Morning Worship at 11:00 AM Zoom Gathering  
Join by landline, cell, computer or any mobile device  

the information below applies to every sunday 

By phone 929-205-6099, when prompted enter. Meeting ID: 851 8160 4652  

OR Join Zoom meeting by  WEB Type zoom.us.join in your web browser or open the 
zoom application on your smart device.     
Meeting ID: 851 8160 4652    Password: 452012 

ACCESS SERVICES ANYTIME www.smarklc.org and on YouTube 

PASTORAL VISITATION IN 
THIS TIME OF COVID-19  

During this time of social distancing 
due to the threat of COVID-19 infec-
tion the pastors of St. Mark’s are not 
visiting in homes.  This is observed 
as a matter of compassion and care 
to protect St. Mark’s members.  The 
only exception has been near “end 
of life” for doing the service of Com-
mendation for the Dying, and to 
offer support and care.  If you want 
to speak to a pastor, please call Pas-
tor Gary @ 828-781-3060; or Pastor 
Heather @ 704-724-5991. 

Fellowship time together 
Zoom Meeting 10:15 AM every Sunday morning 

Coffee and Conversation! Tea and Talking! Beverages and Babbling! Fellowship with 
Friends! 

No matter what you want to call it, let's do it! Each Sunday morning between 10:15-
10:45am until we are able to regather, all are invited to join Pastor Gary and Pastor 
Heather for a time to check in and catch up with each other via ZOOM. Join by video or 
by phone. We can't wait to have this time with you  
before worship.  

By phone 929-205-6099, when prompted enter. Meeting ID: 843 0105 8520 

OR Join Zoom meeting by  WEB Type zoom.us.join in your web browser or open the 
zoom application on your smart device.     
Meeting ID: 843 0105 8520         Password: 230659 

Your support is needed!  
 

Your church facility  is representative of who we 
are, our witness, and our ministry in the world.  
Your pastors and staff continue to serve faith-
fully, and there are expenses associated with 
using our facility, and in our ministries together 
as a congregation.  I want to continue to en-
courage you to make contributions to the life 
and ministry of St. Mark’s. Thank you for your 
faithfulness. Let’s keep it up! Please mail your contribution to the church, or make your 
contribution online at our website@smarklc.org by clicking on “online giving”, or 
through our church app that can be downloaded from our website. We also thank 
those who are using VANCO automatic giving arranged and set up through the church 
office.   
I invite your prayers Please pray for your church and thank you for your support. I look 
forward to gathering with you in-person in our facility as soon as we are able.  

God’s Blessing, David Tucker  
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When Will We Re-Gather In-Person Again? 

How Will We Re- Gather In-Person Again?  

A Report from your Congregation Council 

We have all been asking the above questions and your Congregation Council is in the process of exploring how to 
answer them.  Central to them are the status of public health indicators and the means and methods for us safely 
re-gather in-person.  While COVID-19 still poses an ongoing threat to our society and congregation we anticipate 
that we will be able to re-gather in person in the future.  The Council appointed a Re-Gathering Task Group to 
take up the above questions.       

The Task Group composed of Chair - David Tucker, and members - Terry Hefner, Gigi Sigmon, Pastor Heather, Tim 
Carpenter, and Pastor Gary, met for their first meeting on Wednesday, May 20.  As to when we can re-gather, in-
person, in our facility, the group recognized we cannot go back to the way things were before COVID-19 due to 
safety concerns. However, the group is making plans for re-gathering in-person in two different, safe ways. They 
are outlined below.  

Drive-Up Communion. Beginning on May 31st, Pentecost Sunday, from 9:00-10:00am Members may drive to 
the church to the western covered entryway (Mt. Calvary side) anytime during that hour. They will need 
to bring with them in their vehicle their own bread and wine (or only one of them).  Members will drive 
and stop under the covered entryway off with windows rolled up.  Pastor Gary and Pastor Heather will 
greet members there, and one of them will perform the blessing of the elements with the Words of Insti-
tution.  Afterwards, members will commune themselves with the consecrated elements, receive the Post 
Communion Blessing, and then depart.  This practice will continue every Sunday between 9-10:00am UN-
TIL we are able to gather for Drive-In Church as detailed below.  

Drive-In Church.  The Task Group is working on getting the technology in place for us to re-gather in our back 
parking lot, and to remain in our vehicles, for worship beginning at 9:00am on Sundays.  NO DATE TO 
BEGIN HAS BEEN SET.  When we do, we will participate together in worship, Word, and the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion by way of FM Broadcast.  Just as with the Drive-Through Communion above, members 
will bring both or one of the elements of wine and bread for communion with them in their vehicle for 
Holy Communion, and we will follow the same practice. The technology and logistics as to how to do this 
are being worked out.  An FM Transmitter has been ordered and we are awaiting its arrival.  Once it is 
here, the set up for conducting and broadcasting worship will be quickly put together so that a date can 
be set to re-gather, in-person, in-vehicle safely.    

The task group recognizes the current threat of the virus makes it too risky and dangerous to re-gather, in-person 
in our nave.  Scientifically based public health indicators, and provisions for safety of ALL are two central stand-
ards by which a decision will be made as to when and how we might regather in-person, in-building, for worship 
and other activities. The group also recognizes the many challenges and a great deal of complexity associated 
with in-person, in-building, re-gathering.  It is working on matters how to orderly get in and out of our building 
while safely respecting social distancing; of sanitizing worship furniture, spaces, and bathrooms; of changes to our 
practices of worship (one being - no singing due to projection of droplets), recruitment and training of volunteers; 
guidelines, etc.  The Group will take on these and many more so that we will be ready to safely re-gather, in per-
son, in our facility when it is advisable and safe to do so.  We will move forward to re-gather in-person to keep 
everyone protected and safe.  Your Council and the Task Group desire to re-gather in-person, in building, just as 
intensely as you do.  In the meantime, we encourage you to re-gather with Drive-Up Communion, and to gather in 
worship through electronic means – Zoom, website, YouTube, or DVD.  Pray for us, and for our congregation.  
Thanks for your support of the life, ministry, and mission of your congregation.      

 
David Tucker, Council President  
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Announcing A New Sermon Series 

Setting Sail with the Spirit – A Ten Week Series  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Heather and I have been in dialogue now for some time about St. Mark’s congregation, its future, and 
our leadership together as your pastors.  In this “In-between” time of CoVid 19, we have decided to do a 10-
week series under the title: “Setting Sail with the Spirit.”  In addition, we will use OneCall to do a Daily Devo-
tional Monday through Friday each week to accompany the series.   
 

We were inspired by the book: “Sailboat Church: Helping Your Church Rethink Its Mission and Practice” by 
Joan S. Gray of the Presbyterian Church USA.  It is a great, straightforward read, and thoroughly biblical.  If 
you would like to purchase the book for your study, it is available at Amazon or Barnes and Noble.  Your Con-
gregation Council will be reading and discussing it together in the coming months during its meetings.  
 

Our hope is that as we move through this series that you will begin to think about who we are as a congrega-
tion, how we “do” church, and how we live out our mission in the world.  Our hope is that we as a congrega-
tion will be able, by the power of the Spirit, to expand and complement our faithful service and witness in the 
world.  We see this as breaking ground for the work to be done in the future when we are able to spend 
some time with you to discern a vision for our congregation’s life, ministry, and mission.  We look forward to 
sharing this series with you.  

 

 
 

Pastor Gary Haddock and Pastor Heather Langan 
 

The Titles and Dates for the series are:  

6/7  Called to Sail with the Wind   
6/14 Our Sailing Vessel    
6/21 Coordinates for Sailing   
6/28 Becoming a Sailor    
7/5  Hoisting the Sails  
7/12 Navigating with the Wind  
7/19 Positioning the Sails     
7/26 Navigating with the Wind   
8/2  Preparing for Storms  
8/9  Leaving Port, Setting Sail  
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Announcing A Bible Study of Colossians and Philemon 

You Are Invited to Participate 

Leaders: Pastor Gary Haddock and Pastor Heather Langan 
 

When: Begins on Wednesday, June 3 @ 6:30 & then every Wednesday, same time until August 5.  

What: The text we will use is N.T. Wright’s book, Colossians & Philemon, 8 Studies for Individuals and Groups.  You 
may order it at Amazon, new or used, or in Kindle format.  While it is not necessary to purchase the book, we en-
courage you to do so.  If you do not have the electronic means to place the order, please contact the church 
office. 

Format:  Exploring Scripture, questions, sharing, and use of Study Guide to learn from each other. 

How: Zoom Meeting   Web: You may join by going to zoom.us.join. When prompted enter this Meeting ID: 826 
3309 4919, then when prompted enter this password: 850940.  Phone:  Landline or cell:  Call +1 929 205 6099, 
and then when prompted enter Meeting ID: 826 3309 4919, and IF prompted enter Password: 850940.  Zoom 
Gathering Meeting for Bible Study is @ 6:30 with pre-study fellowship beginning at the 6:05pm – 6:25pm.   

PLEASE KEEP THE ABOVE INFORMATION TO JOIN AS IT WILL BE THE SAME TO JOIN EACH WEEK!  
 

Brief Introduction to the Study 

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Colossians when he was in prison, either in Ephesus or Rome.  He is writing to this 
young, enthusiastic, budding church that was founded through his proclamation of the gospel in Ephesus.  The 
Word had travelled and caught fire in the hearts of others in Colossae and Asia Minor.  Like a good father or 
mother, he wants what is best for them.  He writes to nurture and deepen their faith; to prepare them for uncer-
tain times and challenges; and to encourage them to grow in their life together in and with Christ and the Spirit, 
as individuals and a community.  Central to Paul’s words to the church at Colossae, and also TO US, is the life-
giving, empowering presence of Christ and the Spirit in and among them, and of their call as members of the body 
of Christ to grow in and to be formed by their relationship with and in God, and with one another.   

How does one’s life in Christ impact one’s daily life or vocation?  The Apostle Paul’s letter to Philemon, and TO US, 
gives us some insight into answering that question.  Paul wrote to Philemon, a free man who had come to faith, 
and the slaveholder of Onesimus who had escaped - who had been with Paul, and who had come to faith. Paul 
writes to him persuasively as to how Philemon might regard Onesimus on his return to Colossae and to his house-
hold.  Paul makes it clear that who we are in Christ impacts all of who we are and how we think, behave, decide, 
relate to, and treat others in the world.     
 

Bible Study @ 6:30; Pre-Study Fellowship at 6:05 (See Zoom Details Above)  

June 3: Introduction  
June 10: Colossians 1:1-14 The Fruit of the Gospel  
June 17: Colossians 1:15-29 Christ Supreme  
June 24: Colossians 2:1-7 God’s Treasure Revealed  
July 1: Colossians 2:8-3:4 Complete in Christ  
July 8: Colossians 3:5-17 Old Clothes, New Clothes  
July 15: Colossians 3:18-4:1 The Christian Household  
July 22: Colossians 4:2-18 Together in Prayer  
July 29: Philemon Gracious Persuasion  
August 5: Wrap-Up and Conclusion  
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Finances 

 Income April         $22,719.46               YTD $103,373.87  

Expenses March   $28,257.74               YTD $131,187.40  

                                      All bills are paid. 

St. Mark’s Notices 

St. Mark’s Blood Drive has  
been rescheduled tentatively  
for Monday July the 20th 

Thank You St. Mark’s 
 

Thank you for your many prayers, food delivered to us and 
your faithful ministry to Jim and me during this time of  
isolation from public exposure due to the Covid-19 virus 
which has affected our family and friends plus many of you 
folks. Your notes of encouragement have been a blessing to 
us.  

Joanne & Jim 

++++ 

I would like to thank everyone for the cards, prayers and 
phone calls following the death of my sister Ann Little. Each 
and every message brought so much comfort to our family.  

Sincerely, Teresa Rozzelle   

Memorials and Honorariums 

St. Mark’s Food Pantry 

In memory of Harriet Frances Dotson from SAS / Bill Dotson 
In memory of Harriett Frances Dotson from Celia Hollar 
In memory of Harriett Frances Dotson from Keith and Susan Tucker 
In memory of Harriett Frances Dotson from Sarah Rimawi 
In memory of Harriett Frances Dotson from Miriam Adderholt 
In memory of Harriett Frances Dotson from Judith Williams 
In memory of Harriett Frances Dotson from Jane Kidd 
In memory of Harriett Frances Dotson from Lorie Fox 
In memory of Harriett Frances Dotson from Jeanne Moses 
In memory of Harriett Frances Dotson from Marilyn Futrelle 
In memory of Harriett Frances Dotson from Anne Elliott 
In memory of Harriett Frances Dotson from Jonathan and Kathy Ray 
 

St. Mark’s Organ Fund 

In memory of Ann Little and Ellen Hunt from Celia Hollar 

Volunteering at the Corner Table in June has been 
cancelled due to the Covid-19 virus.  They are  
limiting their services to “take away”  only and 
using their own staff to prepare meals. 

Missed a phone call from our 
“OneCall” system?  

Call 877-698-3261 and press 1 to listen to 
the latest message from St. Mark’s!  

Rising Hope Farms 
VOLUNTEERS ARE THE BACKBONE OF 
OUR THERAPEUTIC RIDING PROGRAMS. 

Volunteer Training Saturday,  

June 20 10:00am-12:00pm 

We have volunteer opportunities for  
everyone (14 years+) 

Additional information can be found at 
www.risinghopefarms.com 

If you would like the devotional “Christ 
in our Home” mailed to you, please call 
the church office at 828-459-2161. 

Birth Announcement 

Deacon Alex Sestric was born on May 18th, 3lb 9oz to Allyson and Alex Sestric. Grandparents are Tracy Martin, Joey 
Stilley, and Cindy Sestric. Great grandparents are Dot and Glenn Martin. 
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ST. MARK’S ELCA 
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL Minutes (draft for approval) 

May 18, 2020 at 6 p.m. via ZOOM 
Call to Order 

Opening Prayer 

Roll Call – Present via Zoom, Pastor Gary, Pastor Heather, David Tucker, Terry Hefner, Tim Carpenter,  
     Gigi Sigmon, Marlene Epps, Gina Schaefer, Marcheta Campbell 

Approved Minutes from April Meeting 

Pastor’s Report   

Associate Pastor’s Report 

Action Items –  
a. Worship Services are available via our website, YouTube, Zoom and DVD’s 
b. Plans are underway for possibility of Drive-In Church. 
c. Zoom Bible Study on Colossians and Philemon for 10 weeks beginning Wed. June 3 @ 6:30pm 
d. Terry Hefner recommended a Task Force be formed to decide when and how to re-open our   
     church to worship and gather safely. How do we move forward in this critical time? 
e. Vote on the Hollar Property sale via One Call to be made Sunday May 24th. 

Finance Report 

Executive Team Roles 

Team Reports -   
Learning, Witness and Social -  June volunteering at the Corner Table has been cancelled due to Covid-
19, Support, Technology, Youth, Congregational Care, Property, Finance, Worship & Music, Fellowship   
Preschool, Memorial, Global Missions, Personnel, W-ELCA, Men in Mission 

Old Business  

New Business 

Adjournment and Lord’s Prayer 

Confirmation Students and Families: 

We are excited to begin online Confirmation classes on Tuesday, June 2 and then for five subsequent Tues-
days. We  will meet via Zoom for short teaching and learning sessions.  These sessions will begin at 1pm and 
last no longer than 45 minutes.  Some of our time will be spent in catching up with each other.  By meeting 
these 6 times, we will be able to finish our studies for this school year.  We will then be ready to resume our 
studies with the next unit when the next school year begins.  Parents are welcome to “sit in” on and to be 
part of the instructional meetings.  A letter was mailed to your home recently along with the materials that 
we will be using for our sessions together. If you have not received the letter and materials, please let Pastor 
Heather or Pastor Gary know ASAP.  Looking forward to our Tuesdays together!! 

Confirmation Classes Begin June 2nd! 



7 

 

Taking Faith Home 
 

May 31, 2020 Pentecost Sunday Jesus sends out his disciples with the Holy Spirit.  
Daily Bible Reading and Prayers.  Sunday: John 20:19-23; Monday: Acts 2:1-21; Tuesday: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13; Wednesday: Titus 
3:1-8; Thursday: Genesis 2:4b-9; Friday: 1 John 4:7-21; Saturday: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Sunday: Matthew 28:16-20  
A Prayer for the Week: Creator God, through the Holy Spirit you create a new people chosen to speak, forgive, and give peace in the 
name of Jesus. Come, Holy Spirit, help us to bless the world with your love. Amen.  
Mealtime Prayer: Gracious God, thank you for giving food to all you have created; open your hand and fill us with good things. 
Amen. (Psalm 104:27-28)  
A Blessing to Give: May God bless you with gifts of the Spirit for the benefit of all. (1 Corinthians 12:7)  
Devotions Read: John 20:19-23. The disciples were fearful and huddled in a locked room. We all have our reasons to be fearful and 
want to hide away. Jesus knows this. He is about to send his followers out to change the world with the power to forgive sins so that 
people will believe in Jesus and “have life in his name” (20:31). It will take a God moment for this to happen by Jesus giving them 
peace and breathing on them so that his disciples will receive the Holy Spirit (v. 22). This moment is reminiscent of the creation story 
in Genesis 2 when God breathed into the dust to create a human being. Jesus breathing on his disciples is an act of God to create not 
just a new human being but a new people, those who will believe in Jesus and have life in his name. Life can be scary. We can be 
afraid to act. On the Day of Pentecost we remember the giving of the Holy Spirit and are reminded that we have been created into a 
new people who can act with mercy, peace, love, and faith. How has the Holy Spirit moved you to act? Pray: Dear Jesus, breathe on 
us your holy breath that we may go forth into the world to share your peace and the power of forgiveness. Amen.  
Service “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord” (1 Corinthians 
12:4-5). God blesses us with the gifts of wisdom, knowledge, faith, and healing through the Spirit. Through our God-given gifts, we 
are called to serve others. What are your gifts? How do you use them to serve others?  
Rituals and Traditions When we recite the Apostle’s Creed, we say, “I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church…”. With the 
coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, the holy catholic church with a small “c”—meaning the whole Christian church on 
earth—we are reminded of the gifts of faith we are given through the Spirit. We celebrate this day as the day the church received the 
Holy Spirit. Read or recite the Apostle’s Creed and talk about what it means to you. 
 

June 7, 2020 Trinity Sunday We have important work to do.  
Daily Bible Reading and Prayers. Sunday: Matthew 28:16-20; Monday: Genesis 1:1–2:4a; Tuesday: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Wednes-
day: Isaiah 40:27-31; Thursday: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Friday: Genesis 9:1-7; Saturday: Psalm 8; Sunday: Matthew 9:35–10:23  
A Prayer for the Week: Almighty and living God, we thank you that you have given us dominion over all you have made. Help us to 
care for creation and for all people through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
Mealtime Prayer: Dear God, the works of your hands have placed all things under our feet. Help us remember and always give 
thanks for the foods we eat. Amen.  
A Blessing to Give: May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. (2 Corin-
thians 13:13) 
Devotions Read: Genesis 1:1–2:4a. The goodness of creation is described through the harmony of creation: there is a greater light 
(sun) in balance with a lesser light (moon); earth, sea, and sky work together; the earth brings forth living creatures of every kind; 
and, it is all good. God creates a world to enjoy and a world we are to care for (1:27-30). God’s reign on earth will happen through 
human beings, the creatures to whom God has uniquely given God’s image. The creation story gives us a dignity and an assignment 
to care for all creation (see Psalm 8). We celebrate the Trinity this Sunday as a reminder of our relationship to God, the one who  
created us in the image of God to go out and care for the world. In this same spirit, Jesus sends out his followers to serve in the  
image of God and do the work of Christ in the world to recreate, redeem, and sustain all that God made. Reflect on how God sends 
you out to care for the earth. Pray: Dear Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, you made us to be creatures of dignity and  
responsibility; bless us now to live as your chosen ones. Amen. 
Service  God gave us “every plant yielding seed”, “every tree with seed in its fruit”, and “every green plant for food” (Genesis 1:29-
30). Keeping soil healthy contributes to a living ecosystem and enables food production. There are ways to restore nutrient-poor 
fields to their natural productive abilities. Visit a local organic farm association or master gardener to learn about food conservation. 
How can you support their efforts?  
Rituals and Traditions This is Trinity Sunday. In the word Trinity, “tri” means “three” and “unity” means one. Draw a triangle on a 
piece of paper. Write Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in each of the corners. Think or talk about what each one means to you. In the  
center of the triangle draw a heart and write the word love. Pray: Dear God, we praise you for your abundant love. Thank you for 
sending Jesus to teach us. Please help us to open our hearts to the work of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Congregation Council meets on June 15th at 6pm.  
 

Next newsletter mailing will be June 10th. 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 8:30am—4pm; Friday, 8:30am—12:30pm 
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5-27-2020 

Follow Us Online 
 

StMarksLutheran...Claremont, NC www.smarklc.org 

Congregation Council 
 

 2020   2021   2022  
   Gigi Sigmon                       Tim Carpenter                         Kerri Nash 
   Tiffany Caudill                   Brad Moser                             Denise Arndt 
   Marcheta Campbell         Gina Schaefer                         Marlene Epps 
   David Tucker                     Cathy Sigmon                         Terry Hefner 

Church Staff 

Pastor Gary Haddock: Senior Pastor  
gsh.elca@gmail.com                                        (828-781-3060) 
Pastor Heather Langan: Associate Pastor
 hlangan519@yahoo.com                                (704-724-5991)  
Emily Schuttenberg: Choir Director/Organist                                                            
(828-459-2161) 
Steven Clarke: Praise Team Leader/Keyboardist        
                                                                             (828-459-2161)  
Randyl Abernathy: Preschool Director 
stmarkspreschool@charter.net                      (828-459-2873) 

Deanna Butcher: Finance Secretary  
deanna@smarklc.org  (828-459-2161) 
Mary Willis: Church Secretary  
secretary@smarklc.org                                   (828-459-2161) 

Mark Oakley: Church Custodian  (828-459-2161) 

Nikki Aiken: Church Custodian   (828-459-2161) 


