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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 17, 2017 INTRODUCTION 

“Rejoice always,” 

begins the reading 

from First 

Thessalonians. 

Isaiah and the 

psalmist make clear 

that God is turning 

our mourning into 

laughter and shouts 

of joy. “All God’s 

children got a robe,” 

go the words of the 

spiritual. It is not so 

much a stately, 

formal, pressed 

outfit as it is a set of 

party clothes, 

clothes that make us 

feel happy just to 

put on. We receive 

that robe in 

baptism, and in 

worship we gather 

for a foretaste of 

God’s party. 

TRADITIONAL SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 



 

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 10:30 a.m.  December 17, 2017 
 

*Please stand if able    ELW—red book) 
P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation  

 
GATHERING 

 

Welcome and Announcements  

*Lighting of Advent Candle “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  (v.7) ELW #257
  

*Confession and Forgiveness   In the name of the Father... ELW p. 116-118 

*Sharing the Peace  P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you.  

*Gathering Hymn  “Blessed Be the God of Israel” ELW #250  

*Apostolic Greeting  ELW p. 120 

*Kyrie ELW p. 120-121 

*Prayer of the Day  

P: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your prophets, that, 
anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen. 

 
WORD 

 
 

Children's Sermon Rev. Gary Haddock 

Lessons  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 Kelly Nash  

*The Holy Gospel Acclamation  "Alleluia, Alleluia, …”  ELW p. 124 

*The Gospel Reading   John 1:6-8, 19-28 

 P: The holy gospel according to John. C: Glory to you, O Lord.   

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
The Sermon Rev. Gary Haddock 

*Hymn of the Day  “Prepare the Royal Highway” ELW #264  

*Apostles’ Creed  ELW p. 127  

*Intercessory Prayer  A:  Lord, in your mercy. C:  Hear our prayer. Kelly Nash 

 
MEAL 

 

The Offering / Offertory “We Three Kings” Handbell Choir 
*Offering Presentation / Response "Doxology" ELW #884 
*Offertory Prayer A: Let us pray… C: Amen. Kelly Nash 

*The Eucharistic Prayer  V  ELW p. 65-66 

*The Lord's Prayer Traditional ELW p. 134 

 



 

 
LITURGY - WORK OF THE PEOPLE 

 
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock Assisting Minister:  Kelly Nash 
Communion Assistants: Ginger Carpenter, Jonathan Ray Acolyte: Korbin Nash 
Chancel Choir Director/Organist/Handbell Choir Director: Myra Long 
Altar Guild: Dotty & Ken Isenhour, Hilka Cox, Jo Marilyn Hewitt, Linda Hewitt, Maria Wright, Vanessa Arndt 
Tabulators: Dotty Isenhour, Chris Cloninger, Nick Setzer 
Deacons: Teresa Rozzelle, Tanya Stephenson 
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill,  
Terry Hefner, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner 
 

St. Mark’s  Evangelical Lutheran Church, 3216 W. Main St, P.O. Box 550, Claremont, NC 28610 (828-459-2161) 
Office: Monday—Thursday, 8:30—4pm; Friday, 8:30—12:30pm (karen@smarklc.org or lisa@smarklc.org) 

 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church…Claremont  Stmarksclaremc www.smarklc.org 

 

Used by Permission: Scripture: NRSV Holy Bible.  Liturgy: Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2008 Augsburg Fortress.  
Lessons: Words for Worship 2010, ©2009 Augsburg Fortress.  Songs: CCLI License. 

Distribution  

Holy Communion Invitation: We welcome all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
Communion is served by Intinction. You will be given a wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine. If 
unable to come forward, stand where you are, and you will be served there. Children who are baptized are 
welcome to commune.  

*Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) ELW p. 135  

*Distribution Music “A Tiny Child Will Come”  Flute, Carol Schaefer 

Organ, Myra Long  

*Post Communion Blessing   

*Post Communion Prayer   A: Let us pray… C: Amen. Kelly Nash 

  

SENDING 
 

*The Benediction P: Almighty God . . . C: Amen.  

*Sending Hymn “Hark, the Glad Sound!” ELW #239 

Dismissal  P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.  

 

+ + + 
 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God, and in honor and celebration of their 29th wedding anniversary 
today, by Bob & Camille Patrick. 
 

+ + + 



 

ISAIAH 61:1-4, 8-11 
 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the 
oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim 
the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who 
mourn in Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise 
instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. They shall 
build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the 
devastations of many generations. 
 
For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make 
an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the 
peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in 
the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered 
me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her 
jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God 
will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 

 
PSALM 126 

 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we like those who dream. Then was our mouth filled with 
laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for 
them.” The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed. Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the 
watercourses of the Negeb. Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. Those who go out weeping, 
carrying the seed, will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
 
 

1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-24 
 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain 
from every form of evil. May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be 
kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 
 

JOHN 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. This is the testimony given by John 
when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, 
but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. 
What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of 
the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you 
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. 
Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of 
his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 


