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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 11, 2016

INTRODUCTION
A note of joyful expectation
marks today’s worship.
Isaiah announces that the
desert shall rejoice and
blossom. Jesus points to
signs of God’s reign: the
blind see, the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed, the
deaf hear. We wait with
patience for the coming of
the Lord, even as we rejoice
at his presence among us
this day: in word and holy
supper, in church and in our
homes, in silent reflection
and in works of justice and
love. We pray that God
would open our eyes and
ears to the wonders of
Christ’s advent among us.

TRADITIONAL SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

Third Sunday of Advent
*Please stand if able

10:30 am
Please turn off all electronic devices

December 11, 2016
(ELW—red book; WOV—blue book)

GATHERING
Welcome and Announcements
*Lighting of Advent Candle
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (verse 7)
*Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father...
*Sharing the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you. C: And also with you.
*Gathering Hymn
“O Day of Rest and Gladness”
*Apostolic Greeting
*Kyrie
*Prayer of the Day
Handbell Choir
"O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"

Rev. Gary Haddock
#257
ELW p. 116-118
vs 1 & 4 #520
ELW p. 120
ELW p. 120-121
ELW p. 19
comp. Stephenson

WORD
Children's Sermon
Rev. Gary Haddock
Lessons
Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10; James 5:7-10
*The Holy Gospel Acclamation
"Alleluia, Alleluia, …”
ELW p. 124
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord.
*The Gospel Reading
Matthew 11:2-11
P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
The Sermon
Rev. Gary Haddock
*Hymn of the Day
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
#249
*Apostles Creed
ELW p.127
*Intercessory Prayer
A: Let us pray. C: Have mercy, O God.
Kelly Nash
MEAL
The Offering
*Offering Presentation / Response
*Offertory Prayer
*The Eucharistic Prayer V
*The Lord's Prayer
Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)
Distribution Hymn
*Post Communion Blessing
*Post Communion Prayer
*The Benediction
*Sending Hymn
Dismissal

"Doxology"
A: Let us pray...
Traditional

“What Feast of Love”
A: Let us pray...
SENDING

P: The Lord bless... and give you peace. C: Amen.
“Savior of the Nations, Come”
P: Go in peace. Share the Good News. C: Thanks be to God.

#884
Kelly Nash
ELW p. 65-66
ELW p. 134
ELW p. 135
#487
Rev. Gary Haddock
Kelly Nash
ELW p. 136
#263
ELW p. 137

+++

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in celebration of the 40th wedding anniversary of
Dale and Sandy Sherrill, by Kevin, Catherine, Logan, and Nathan Sherrill... “We Love You.”

ISAIAH 35:1-10
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall
blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of
Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be
strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come
and save you.”
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like
a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and
streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the
haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be
for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous
beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of
the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
PSALM 146:5-10
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the Lord their God; who made
heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps promises forever; who gives justice to those
who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The Lord sets the captive free. The Lord opens the eyes
of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. The Lord cares for the
stranger; the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. The Lord shall reign
forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!
JAMES 5:7-10
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the
earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you
may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved,
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
MATTHEW 11:2-11
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are
you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what
you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense
at me.”
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness
to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes?
Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell
you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger
ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one
has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

LITURGY - WORK OF THE PEOPLE
Presiding Pastor: Rev. Gary Haddock
Assisting Minister: Kelly Nash
Communion Assistants: Kermit Nash, Nicky Setzer
Acolyte: Kody Nash
Chancel Choir Director / Organist / Handbell Choir Director: Myra Long
Tech Team: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner
Sound Technicians: Randy Sherrill, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner
Deacons: Teresa Rozzelle, Terry Hefner
Altar Guild: Dotty and Ken Isenhour
HANDBELL CHOIR WILL PERFORM TODAY
The Handbell Choir thanks Randy and Laura Reinhardt for donating the foam padding for the new handbell tables and Pat Kale for sewing the fabric on the cushions.
The Handbell Choir will perform “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” today during the worship service. Choir
members are Quentin Caudill, Tiffany Caudill, Marlene Epps, Kathy Gibson, Camille Patrick, and Carol
Schaefer.
Interested in playing the handbells? Choir practice is on Wednesdays at 6pm in the choir room. Contact
Handbell Choir Director Myra Long (704-213-7623 or longmyra@ymail.com) with questions.

PASTORAL AND STEPHEN MINISTER VISITATION

RESERVE A SUNDAY FOR ALTAR FLOWERS

If you know of someone in our congregation who
needs a visit, please
call the church office
(828) 459-2161.

A very special thank you to Maebelle Sigmon for being
the Altar Flower
coordinator for the last
six years!

You may also contact
Pastor Gary (828)
781-3060 or Pastor
Paul (828) 409-4681.

Please contact the
church office to reserve
flowers and provide the
dedication for the
bulletin (828-459-2161 or
churchoffice@stmarksclaremont.org). The cost of
flowers is $54.

To speak with a Stephen Minister, contact Rocky
Miller (828) 459-1219 or Chris Cloninger (828)
464-1057.

2016
Aaron Carpenter
Bill Dotson
Rocky Miller
Melanie Sigmon

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
2017
Teresa Rozzelle
Michael Korn
Cathy Sigmon
Kerri Nash

2018
Terry Hefner
Scott Ramsey
Carol Schaefer
Nicky Setzer

