
 

 

St. Mark’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

 

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

NOVEMBER 19, 2017 

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Introduction 

Our readings during 
November speak of 
the end times. 
Zephaniah proclaims 
that the coming day 
of the Lord will be 
filled with wrath and 
distress. Paul says it 
will come like a thief 
in the night and urges 
us to be awake and 
sober. Jesus tells the 
parable of the talents, 
calling us to use our 
gifts, while we still 
have time, for the 
greater and common 
good. In a world filled 
with violence and 
despair, we gather 
around signs of 
hope—word, water, 
bread and wine—
eager to welcome the 
good news of Christ’s 
coming among us. 



 

 

ST. MARK’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 8:15 a.m. November 19, 2017 
 

*Please stand if able   P: Pastor; A: Assisting Minister; C: Congregation  
 

GATHERING 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC “Thy Word” Insert 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Gary Haddock 
 

TEMPLE TALK Tamarah Hefner 
 

*GATHERING SONG  “Worthy is the Lamb” Insert 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Rev. Paul Christ 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, who calls us into an everlasting hope, who guides us to springs of the 
water of life, who enlightens us with the spirit of wisdom. C: Amen. 

P:  One with the communion of saints in all times and places, let us confess our sin against God and one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P:  O God, our merciful redeemer, 
C:  We confess the ways we live only for ourselves. We fail to see you in our neighbor’s face. We turn our ears 

from voices that cry out. We pass by the hungry and the oppressed. In your great mercy, forgive our sin and 
strengthen us for service to all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for ☩ his sake,  God forgives you all your 
sin.  Blessed are you! Rejoice and be glad, beloved people of God.   

C:  Amen. 
 

*THE PEACE  P: The peace of the Lord be with you.  C: And also with you.  Rev. Paul Christ 
 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY Rev. Paul Christ 
P:  Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that we have. 

Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON Denise Arndt 
*THE GOSPEL READING   Ginger Carpenter 
 P: The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew. C: Glory to you, O Lord  Matthew 25:14-30 
 P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

THE SERMON  Ginger Carpenter 

*SONG OF THE DAY  “Thank You” Insert 

*APOSTLES’ CREED Rev. Paul Christ 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

*INTERCESSORY PRAYER   A: Lord, in your mercy C: Hear our prayer. Linda Hewitt 
 



 

 

MEAL 
 

THE OFFERING / OFFERTORY “There is None Like You” Insert  

*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS AND OFFERTORY  “Communion” Rev. Paul Christ 

This is the body. This is the blood. Broken and poured out. For all of us.  
And in this communion we share in His love. This is the body. This is the blood. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER Linda Hewitt 
A: Creator God, you made everything, and you provide for every need. The bread we break and the wine we pour 

come from you. As we eat and drink with thanksgiving, fill us with your love; let that love flow through us to 
others; and join us to the saints before us in a holy and boundless communion; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C:  Amen. 

*THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER V P: O God most mighty, …   C:  Amen. Rev. Paul Christ 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER  P: Lord, teach us to pray . . .  

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the 
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen. 

The congregation sits. The following is sung: “Worthy Is the Lamb” 

 Worthy is the Lamb seated on the throne. Crown You now with many crowns. You reign victorious. 

 High and lifted up. Jesus Son of God. The darling of heaven crucified. Worthy is the Lamb. (Repeat 3X) 

DISTRIBUTION Rev. Paul Christ 
Holy Communion Invitation: We welcome all who are baptized to the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
Communion is served by Intinction. You will be given a wafer, which you then dip into the chalice of wine. If 
unable to come forward, stand where you are, and you will be served there. Children who are baptized are 
welcome to commune.  

COMMUNION SONG “Down to the River to Pray” Insert 

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING  Rev. Paul Christ 

After all have returned to their places, the congregation stands and the presiding minister says these words: 

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace. C: Amen. 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER Linda Hewitt 
A:  Sovereign God, in this meal you give us a foretaste of the great feast to come. Keep us faithful to you, that we, 

with all your saints, may at length celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb, Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 
 

SENDING 

*BLESSING  P:  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. C: Amen.  Rev. Paul Christ 
*SENDING SONG  “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” Insert 

*DISMISSAL  P: Go in peace. Sound the good news. C: Thanks be to God. Rev. Paul Christ 
 

+ + + 
 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in memory of Joe Yount by Sheila Yount. 

LITURGY -THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE 

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Paul Christ  Preacher: Ginger Carpenter Temple Talk: Tamarah Hefner 
Communion Assistants: Edie Connor, Rebecca Haddock Assisting Minister: Linda Hewitt 
Acolyte: Julia Sigmon Offering: Judy Carpenter, Vanessa Arndt, Gigi Sigmon, Janet Sigmon 
Praise Team Leader & Keyboard: Myra Long  Altar Guild: Hilka Cox, Exie Little 
Deacons: Terry Hefner, Angela Brown Tabulators: Ginger Carpenter, Carolyn Pendergrass, Hilda Carpenter 
Vocalists: Tim Carpenter, Tamarah Hefner, Allyson Sestric, Carol Schaefer, Ethan Campbell, Joseph Carpenter 
Instrumentalists: Allyson Sestric: Violin & Guitar; Mark Mashburn: Bass Guitar; Aaron Carpenter: Drums 
Tech: Carol Schaefer, Camille Patrick, Tamarah Hefner, Randy Sherrill, Terry Hefner, Tim Sigmon, Barry Bumgarner 
Sanctuary Decorations: Libby & Harley Brown, Dotty & Ken Isenhour 



 

 

ZEPHANIAH 1:7, 12-18 
 

Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his 
guests. At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest complacently on their dregs, 
those who say in their hearts, “The Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.” Their wealth shall be plundered, and their 
houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink 
wine from them. The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, the 
warrior cries aloud there. That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of 
darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and 
against the lofty battlements. I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; because they have 
sinned against the Lord, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. Neither their silver nor their gold 
will be able to save them on the day of the Lord’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed for a full, 
a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
 

PSALM 90:1-8, 12 
 

Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another. Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and 
the earth were born, from age to age you are God. You turn us back to the dust and say, “Turn back, O children of earth.” For 
a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past and like a watch in the night; you sweep them away like a 
dream, they fade away suddenly like the grass: in the morning it is green and flourishes; in the evening it is dried up and 
withered. For we are consumed by your anger; we are afraid because of your wrath. Our iniquities you have set before you, 
and our secret sins in the light of your countenance. So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 
 

1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-11 
 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. For you 
yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is peace and 
security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no 
escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and 
children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake 
and be sober; for those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, 
let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us 
not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or 
asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
 

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 25:14-30 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to 
them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The 
one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, 
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a 
hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with 
them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed 
over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; 
you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the 
one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 
talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put 
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received the one talent also came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not 
scatter seed; so, I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master 
replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 
Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return, I would have received what was my own 
with interest. So, take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be 
given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for 
this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 


